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Domeftxc  Happinefs,  them  only  blifc 
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Thou  art  not  known  where  Pleasure  is  adorM, 
That  reeling  Goddefs  with  the  zonelefs  waift. 
Forfeiting  thee,  what  flupwrcck  have  we  made 
Of  honour,  dignity,  and  fair  renown  t 
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INTRODUCTION, 


It  is  a  Angular  injuftice  which  is  often 
exercifed  towards  women,  firfl  to  give 
them  a  very  defective  Education,  and 
then  to  expeft  from  them  the  mod  unde- 
viating  purity  of  conduct  j — to  train  them 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hall  lay  them  open 
to  the  mod  dangerous  faults,  and  then 
to  cenfure  them  for  not  proving  faultlefs. 
Is  it  not  unreafonable  and  unjuft,  to  ex- 
prefs  difappointment  if  our  daughters 
fhould,  in  their  fubfequent  lives,  turn 
out  precifely  that  very  kind  of  charatter 
for  which  it  would  be  evident  to  an  unpre- 
judiced by-ftander  that  the  whole  fcope  and 
tenor  of  their  inftruftion  had  been  fyftema- 
tically  preparing  them  ? 

Some  refleftions  on  the  prefent  errone- 
ous fyftem  are  here  with  great  deference 
fubmitted  to  public  confideration.     The 
a  3  Author 
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Author  is  apprehenfive'  that  fhe  fhall  be 
accufed  of  betraying  the  interefts  of  her 
fex  by  laying  open  their  defedts:  but 
furely,  an  earneft  wifh  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  objefts  calculated  to  promote  their 
true  dignity,  is  not  the  office  of  an  enemy. 
So  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  of  the  land  as  to 
fugged  the  neceflity  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  to  point  out  the  means  of 
effectual  defence,  is  not  treachery,  but 
patriotifm. 

Again  it  may  be  objefted  to  this  little 
-toork,  that  many  errors  are  here  afcribed 
to  women  which  by  no  means  belong  to 
♦them  exclt/fivtly,    and   that   it  feems   to 
-confine    to   the   fex    thofe   faults   which 
are  common  to  the  fpecies :    but  this  is 
in  fome  meafure  unavoidable.     In  fpeak- 
-ing  on  the  qualities  of  one  fex,  the  moralift 
is  fome  what  in  the  fituation  of  the  Geo- 
grapher, who  is  treating  on  the  nature  of 
one  country  :*— the  air,  foil,  and  produce 
;  of  the  land  which  he  is  describing,  cannot 
i  fail  in  many  effential  points  to  refemble 

**  thofe 
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thofe  of  other  countries  under  the  fame 
parallel ;  yet  it  is  his  bufinefs  to  defcant 
on  the  one  without  adverting  to  the  other; 
and  though  in  drawing  his  map  he  may 
happen  to  introduce  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring coaft,  yet  his  principal  attention 
mud  be  confined  to  that  country  which 
he  propofes  to  defcribe,  without  taking 
into  account  the  refembling  circumitances 
of  the  adjacent  fhores. 

It  may  be  alfo  obje&ed  that  the  opinion 
here  fuggefted  on  the  (late  of  manners 
among  the  higher  claffes  of  our  country- 
women, may  feem  to  controvert  the 
juft  encomiums  of  modern  travellers, 
who  generally  concur  in  afcribing  a 
decided  fuperiority  to  the  ladies  of  this 
country  over  thofe  of  every  other* 
But  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  foreign  manners, 
that  the  comparative  praife  is  almoft  an 
injury  to  Englijh  women.  To  be  flat- 
tered for  excelling  thofe  whofe  ftandard 
of  excellence  is  very  low,  is  but  a  de- 
grading kind  of  commendation j  for  the 
a  4  value 
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value  of  all  praife  derived  from  fuperiority 
depends  on  the  worth  of  the  competitor. 
The  charader  of  Britifh  ladies,  with  all  the 
unparalleled  advantages  they  pofiefs,  muft 
never  be  determined  by  a  comparifon  with 
the  women. of  other  nations,  but  by  what 
they  themfelves  might  be  if  all  their  talents 
and  unrivalled  opportunities  were  turned 
to  the  bed  account. 

Again,  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  Author 
is  lefs  difpofed  to  expatiate  on  excellence 
than  error :  but  the  office  of  the  hiftorian 
of  human  manners  is  delineation  rather 
than  panegyric.  Were  the  end  in  view 
eulogium  and  not  improvement,  eulogium 
would  have  been  far  more  gratifying,  nor 
would  juft  objeds  for  praife  have  been 
(difficult  to  find.  Even  in  her  own  limited 
iphere  of  obfervation,  tbe  Author  is  ac- 
quainted with  much  excellence  in  the 
dafe  of  which  fhe  treats ;— with  women 
jfcho*  poffeffing  learning  which  would 
he  thought  extenfive  in  the-other  fex,  fet 
attjexampkof  deep  humility  to  thejjr  own  j— 
-Lvl:  women 
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women  who,  diftinguifhed  for  wit  and  genius, 
are  eminent  for  domeftic  qualities  ;«— who, 
excelling  in  the  fine  arts,  have  carefully 
enriched  their  underftandings ;— who,  en- 
joying great  affluence,  devote  it  to  the  glory 
of  God ;— who,  poflefling  elevated  rank, 
think  their  nobleft  ftyle  and  title  is  that  of 
a  Chriftian, 

That  there  is  alfo  much  worth  which  is 
little  known,  (he  is  perfuaded;  for  it  is 
the  modeft  nature  of  goodnefs  to  exert 
itfelf  quietly,  while  a  few  chara&ers  of 
the  oppofite  caft  feem,  by  the  rumour  of 
their  exploits,  to  fill  the  world ;  and  by 
their  noife  to  multiply  their  numbersi 
It  often  happens  that  a  very  fmall  party  of 
people,  by  occuping  the  fore-ground,  fo 
feize  the  public  attention,  and  monopolize 
the  public  talk,  that  they  appear  to  be  the 
great  body :  and  a  few  aftive  fpirits,  pro- 
vided their  aftivity  take  the  wrong  turn 
and  fupport  the  wrong  caufe,  feem  to  fill 
the  fcene ;  and  a  few  difturbers  of  order, 
vha  have  the  talent  of  thus  exciting  a  fklfe 
•■'■'  i  idea 
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idea  of  their  multitudes  by  their  mifchiefs, 
aftually  gain  ftrength  and  fwell  their  num- 
bers by  this-  fallacious  arithmetic. 

But  the  prefent  work  is  no  more  intended 
for  a  panegyric  on  thofe  purer  charaftere 
who  feek  not  human  praife  becaufe  they  aft 
from  a  higher  motive,  than  for  a  fatire  on 
the  avowedly  licentious,  who,  urged  by  the 
impulfe  of  the  moment  refift  no  inclination, 
and,  led  away  by  the  love  of  fafhion,  diflike 
no  cenfure,  fo  it  may  ferve  to  refcue  them 
from  negleft  or  oblivion. 

There  are,  however,  multitudes  of  the 
young  and  the  well-difpofed,  who  have  as 
yet  taken  no  decided  part,  who  are  juft 
launching  on  the  ocean  of  life,  juft  about 
to  lofe  their  own  right  conviftions,  virtu- 
ally preparing  to  counteraft  their  better 
propenfities,  and  unreludtantly  yielding 
themfelves  to  be  carried  down  the  tide  of 
popular  pTadices,  fanguine,  thoughtlefs, 
and  confident  of  fafety. — To  thefe  the  Au- 
thor would  gently  hint,  that,  when  once 
embarked,  it  will  be  no  longer  eafy  to  fay 

to 
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to  their  paffions,  or  even  to  their  principles^ 
"  Thus  far  fhall  ye  go,  and  no  further/' 
Their  ftruggles  will  grow  fainter,  their  re- 
fiftance  will  become  feebler,  till  borne  dowi* 
by  the  confluence  of  example,  temptation, 
appetite,  and  habit,  refinance  and  oppofi- 
tion  will  foon  be  the  only  things  of  which 
they  will  learn  to  be  afhamed. 

Should  any  reader  revolt  at  what  is 
concaved  to  be  unwarranted  ftri&nefs  in 
this  little  book,  let  it  not  be  thrown  by  in 
difguft  before  the  following  fhort  confider- 

ation  be  weighed. If  in  this  Ghriftian 

country  we  are  a&ually  beginning  to  re- 
gard the  folemn  office  of  Baptifm  as 
merely  furnifhing  an  article  to  the  parifh 
regifter; — if  we  are  learning  from 
our  indefatigable  Teachers,  to  confider 
this  Chriftian  rite  as  a  legal  ceremony 
retained  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  recording 
the  age  of  our  children ; — then,  indeed, 
the  prevailing  Syftem  of  Education  and 
Manners  on  which  thefe  volumes  prefume 
to  animadvert,  may  be  adopted  with  pro- 
priety 
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priety  and  perfifted  in  with  fafety^  with* 
out  entailing  on  our  children  or  on  our- 
felvts   the   peril  of  broken   promifes  or 

the  guilt  of  violated  vows. But,  if  the 

obligation  which  Chriftian  Baptifm  in** 
pofes  be  really  binding; — if  the  ordinance 
have,  indeed*  a  meaning  beyond  a  mere 
fecular  tranfa&ion,  beyond  a  record  of 
names  and  dates ; — if  it  be  an  inftiturion 
by  which  the  child  is  folemnly  devoted  td 
God  as  his  Father,  to  Jefus  Chrift  as  his 
Saviour,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit  as  his 
San&ifier ;  if  there  be  no  definite  period 
afligned  when  the  obligation  of  fulfilling 
the  duties  it  enjoins  (hall  be  fuperfeded ; 
—if,  having  once  dedicated  our  offspring 
to  .their  Creator,  we  no  longer  dare  to 
mock  Him  by  bringing  them  up  in  igno- 
rance of  His  Will  and  negleft  of  His 
Laws; — if,  after  having  enlifted  them 
under  the  banners  of  Chrift,  to  fight 
manfully  againft  the  three  great  enemies 
of  mankind,  we  are  no  longer  at  liberty 
.to  |et  them  lay  down  their  arms  j  much 

Ids 
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Ids  to  lead  them  to  ad  as  if  they  were  in 
alliance  inftead  of  hoftility  with  thefe  ene- 
mies ;— if  after  haying  promifed  that  they 
fliall  renounce  the  vanities  of  the  world,  we 
me  not  allowed  to  invalidate  the  engager 
ment ; — if  after  fuch  a  covenant  we  fhould 
tremble  to  make  thefe  renounced  vanities 
the  fupreme  objeft  of  our  own  purfuit  or 
of  their  inftru&ion  ;-^-if  all  this  be  really 
fa,  then  the  Stri&pres  on  Modern  Educa- 
tion in  the  firfl  of  thefe  Volumes,  and  on 
the  Habits  of  polifhed  t-ife  in  the  fecond, 
will  not  be  found  fo  repugnant  to  truth, 
and  reafon,  and  common  fenfe,  as  may  on 
a  firfl  view  be  fuppofed. 

But  if  on  candidly  fumming  up  the  evi*. 
dence,  the  defign  and  fcope  of  the  Author 
be  fai/ly  judged,  not  by  the  cuftoms  or 
opinions  of  the  worldly,  (for  every  Englifh 
fubjett  has  a  right  to  objett  to  a  fufpe&ed 
or  prejudiced  jury,)  but  by  an  appeal  to 
that  divine  Jaw  which  is  the  only  infallible 
rule  of  judgment ;  if  on  fuel)  an  appeal  her 
views  and  principles  fhall  be  found  cenfufr 

able 
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able  for  their  rigour,  abfurd  m  their  re- 
quifitions,  or  prepofterous  in  their  reftric- 
tions,  (he  will  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
fuch  a  verdidt,  becaufe  fhe  will  then  ftand 
condemned  by  that  court  to  whofe  decifioH 
flie  implicitly  fubmits. 

Let  it  not  be  fufpe&ed  that  the  Author 
arrogantly  conceives  herfelf  to  be  exempt 
from  that  natural  corruption  of  the  heart 
which  it  is  one  chief  objeft  of  this  flight 
work  to  exhibit;  that  fhe  fupercilioufly 
ere&s  herfelf  into  the  impeccable  cenfor  of 
her  fex  and  of  the  world ;  as  if  from  the 
critic's  chair  fhe  were  coldly  pointing  out 
the  faults  and  errors  of  another  order  of 
beings,  in  whofe  welfare  fhe  had  not  that 
lively  intereft  which  can  only  flow  from  the 
tender  and  intimate  participation  of  fellow- 
feeling. 

With  a  deep  felf-abafement  arifing  from 
a  ftrong  conviftion  of  being  indeed  a  par- 
taker in  the  fame  corrupt  nature ;  together 
with  a  full  perfuafion  of  the  many  and  great 
defetts  of  thefe  Volumes,  and  a  fincere  con- 

fcioufnefs 
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fcioufnefs  of  her  inability  to  do  juftice  to  a 
fubjeft  which,  however,  a  fenfe  of  duty 
impelled  her  to  undertake,  (lie  commits 
herfelf  to  the  candour  of  that  Public  which 
bas  fo  frequently,  in  her  inftance,  accepted 
a  right  intention  as  a  fubftitute  for  a  power- 
ful performance. 

Bath, 
March  14,  1799. 


STRICTURES 


St  RICTtTRES 

OM    THE 

MODfiRNf  System 

OP 

FEMALE   EDUCATION. 


>  nil  ft 


CHAP.    L 

A'ddfefs  to  women  of  rank  and  fortune f  on 
the  effeasrof  their  influence  on  fociety.—* 
Sugge/iitnsfor  itie  exertion  of  it  in  various 
tn/iances. 

Atobtftf  the4  tiXktit*  fof  the'apiilicatS6n  of' 
which  woihehJ  of  the  higher  cla'fs  wiH4' 
be  petuli'ai-ly  afcctotifit&ble,  thete  is  one, 
th'e:  iiHpdrVkncfe3  tf  #hlch'  &ey  can  fcarceljf 
rate  tod  liigbfy.  Tfhiir  tafeht  is  mfruence. 
We  readof tftfe gte&teflfc orator bfahtJqtritjr, ' 
tfetifte  wiIH!  jfe  whicfh' i?  hfctf  coft  hi* 
yeaftitffraA^  4r*bttiii^(iWti  oVemirti' 
^ol.  i.  b  In 
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jn  a  Tingle  day  ;  and  when  one  confidett 
the  variety  of  mifchitfs  which  an  ill* 
direfted  influence  Has  been  known  to  pro- 
duce, one  is  led  to  reflect  with  the  mod 
fanguine  hope  on  the  beneficial  effe&s  to 
be  expetted  from  the  fame  powerful  force 
when  exerted  in  its  true  direction* 

The  general  fiate  of  civilized  fociety 
depends  more  than  thofe  are  aware  who 
are  not  accuftortied  to  fcrutinize  into  the 
fprings  of  human  a&ion,  on  the  prevailing 
fentiments   and   habits  of   women,    and 
on  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  eftimation 
in  which  they  are  held.     Even  thofe  who 
admit  the  power  of  female  elegance  on 
the  manners  of  men,  do  not  always  attend 
to  the  influence  of  female  principles  on 
their  chara&er.     In  the  former  cafe,  in- 
deed,, women  are  apt   to  be  fufEciently 
confcious  of  their  power,  and  not  back- ; 
ward  in  turning  k  to  account.    But  there  . 
are  nobler  obje&s  to  be  effe&ed  by  the 
exertion  of  their  powers,    and  unfortu-  * 
njy&ely*  ladies,  whp  are  often  unreafonably  . 
cQpfidefttrwhere^hey  ought  to  be  diffident,  t 

.  are 
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ate  fometimes  capricioufly  diffident  juft 
when  they  ought  to  feel  where  their  true 
importance  lies ;  and  feeling,  to  exert  it* 
To  ufe  their  boafted  power  over  mankind, 
to  no  higher  purpofe  than  the  gratification 
of  vanity  or  the  indulgence  of  pleafure,  is 
the  degrading  triumph  of  thofe  fair  vittims 
to  luxury,  caprice,  and  defpotifm,  whom 
the  laws  and  the  religion  of  the  voluptuous 
prophet  of  Arabia  exclude  from  light,  and 
liberty,  and  knowledge;  and  it  is  humbling 
to  refled,  that  in  thofe  countries  in  which 
fondnefs  for  the  mere  perfons  of  women  is 
carried  to  the  higheft  excefs,  they  art 
Jlaves  ;  and  that  their  moral  and  intel* 
le&ual  degradation  increafes  in  direft  pro- 
portion to  the  adoration  which  is  paid  to 
mere  external  charms. 

But  I  turn  to  the  bright  reverfe  of  this 
mortifying  fcene ;  to  a  country  where  our 
fex  enjoys  the  bleflings  of  liberal  in- 
ftruftion,  of  reafonable  laws,  of  a  pure 
religion,  and  all  the  endearing  plea- 
fores  of  an  equal,  foci^l,  virtuous,  and 
delightful  intercourfe^  \  turn  with  an 
B  2  earneft 


4  ON   THE   MPJZC.T& 

earne/i  hope,  that  women*  thus  richfy  en- 
dowed with  the.  bounties  of  Projid^njee, 
will  not.  cgpteAt  themJCeLves  with  poji^ag^ 
^hen  they,  ^re  abte  K>  reform ;  wfih  e»tei> 
t^nipg,  when  they  may  ayvafaeiL;.  and  with 
q»ptiy&tiag  for  a  day,  when  tbey  n^ay  bring  . 
mo  aftion  powers  of  whick  the«fi%G»'  may 
be  comyftenfuraie  with  eternal 

.  In.  tbi*  -moment  of  aiarm  Md  peril, 
I;  would;  cali  on  theovwkh  a  "warning 
**•  voice,"    whwh    fh<?uW    ft4r  up  every 
lafoenfrprindpfe  in  thw  miftdft,  ^and^kindfe 
every  (lumbering  energy  in  their  Hearts;* 
I  wouJ*k*calfc  <m  them  to  eeine  forward,' 
and  contribute  their  ftili  and  feir  prb- 
pwfcioft  tswaxdsifee  fimngoftheitxromi^ry. 
But  I  wow-ld:  call  on  thcvt  to  coine  forward, . 
without  departing  from  the  refinement  of" 
their  character*  without  .dcnogatitg  from 
the  dignity  of  [jbeiDimak,  without  blemift^ 
ing  the  delicacy  of  their  fex  :   I  would 
calj  thejn  to  the  belt  and  «iaft  appropriate : 
exertion  of  thgx.  pow^r,  to  raifjp  the.  <k- 
pfeited   tone   of  public   innate*    a^d  ta- 
awakQft:tliefdjCQW<y  §urit,of  j^%iqw  pria*\ 


<Splc     T%^know  too  well    hdw  ar- 
Bferarilf  t*dJ"gWe  the  laW  to   rttetinert, 
and  tritb  tootf-dblfrttfe  a'  faay  they  fttf 
the  flandaTd  of  fafhion.    ihjt  this  is  net 
g&ough  $  thia  i»  a  taw  marky  a  prize  not 
worthy  of;  (hair  :high  ami  holy  ofcllmgt 
For,  on  the  ufe  which  wom^a  of  tfe$ 
foper*>rcla&  may  now  be  dif^ofed  to  ttiak« 
of  that  power  delegated  to  tbttft  by  th* 
epiwtefy  of  c&Aorti  by  the  hoUeft  gallantry 
of  the  hearfe  by  the  imperious  oo»trol»  of 
virtuous  afe&ions,   by  the  habits  of  civi- 
lized   ftates,    by  the   ufages  of   poliflied* 
fociety ;  Tpn  the  ufe,   I  fay,  which  they 
(hall  hereafter  make  of  this  influence,  wiU 
dfepg&d,*  in  no  low  degree,  the  Well-being  of 
tfcofe  ftatcs,  and  tfhe  virtue  ted  happinefc, 
wof  perhaps  the  very  eSxifiemie*  of  that 
foetetyt 

At  this  period,  when  out  country  can 
only  hope  to  ftalid  by  oppofrag  a  bold  and 
noble  unanimity  tb  the  mod:  tremendous 
confederacies  agatnft  religion,  a*id  order, 
aad  gwaaimears,  whfek  tto#  world  ever 
b  3  f aw  •, 
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earneft  hope,  that  women,,  thus  richly  en- 
dued, with  the.  bounties  of  Proyid^mce, 
will  not  cqntojo^  themfelves  with  poJi(hiag> 
y  hen  they,  ^xe  able  to  reform  ;  MflGh  ester- 
t^nipg,  when  they  may  awaken;  and  with 
captivating  for  a  day,  when  they  n*ay  bring  . 
mo  aftioa  powers  of  which  theeffiedte  may 
be  cempftgnfutaie  with  eternity* 

.  la.  tbi&  -moment  of  alarm  M&  peril, 
I;  would  cali  on  them  wkh  a  u  warning 
"voice,"    whwh    fh<?uW    ftir  up  every 
latentvpriiicipk  in  their  minds,  fcnd-  kindle 
every  (lumbering  energy  in  their  hearts  ;* 
I  woujkfc.cali.  <tt  them  to  eeme  forward,1 
and  contribute  their  &iH  and  fidr  pro- 
portion  tctwaxds  the  fimng<rf  tb6tr«om4ry» 
Qut  I  wojd<J  call  on  them  to  come  forward, 
without  departing  from  the  refinement  of' 
their  chara&er*  without  derogating  from 
the  dignity  of  their;  mak,  without  blemift^ 
ing  the  delicacy  of  their  £bc :   I  would 
cal)  thejn  to  the  belt  aj)d  moft  appropriate 
exertion  of  thgur  power,  to  raifjp  the  <k- 
pfeited   tone   of  public   Rotate*    aod  to* 
awakQft;t|iefdbcQwfy  §urit.of  xe%iqu8  pria,:^ 

ciple. 


<Sj5lc     T%^know  too  Veil    hdw  ar- 
Bftrarilf  Ady  gtte  the  laW  to   rttetinert, 
and  *itb  ho*  daQxttfe  a'  faay  th<*y  fttf 
the  flandard  of  fafeioxk.    But  thfc  is  net 
g&ough  $  thia  U  a  k>w  marky  a  prize  not 
worthy  of;  their  high  ami  My  cfeltmgi 
For,  on  the  ufe  which  woipqn  of  tfe$ 
iuparior  cla&  may  now  be  difyofed  to  make 
of  that  power  delegated  to  xhtrb  by  th* 
eourtefij  of  cbftem;  by  the  holiefr  gallantry 
of  the  hearty  by  the  imperious  control  of 
virtuous  affections,   by  the  habits  of  civi- 
lized  ftates,    by  the   ufages  of   poliftied 
fociety;?on  the  ufe,   I  fay,  which  they 
(hall  hereafter  make  of  this  influence,  will 
dfepead^iii&olow  degree,  the  ttell-Jbei&gof 
tfcofe  ftates,  and  tfhe  virtue  and  happinefe, 
wof  perhaps  dhe  very  c5xi(terrce,  of  that 
ibeifctyt 

At  this  period,,  when  our  country  can 
only  hope  to  ftand  by  oppofrag  a  bold  and 
noble  unanimity  tb  the  mod:  tremendous 
confederacies  againft  religion,  2nd  order, 
aa4  gwWHttiears,  whfek  th^  world  ever 
b  3  faw ; 
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(aw;  what  an  acceffion  would  it  bring  to 
the  public  ftrength,  could  wp  prevail  on 
beauty,  and  rank,  and  talents,  and  virtue, 
confederating  their  feveral  powers,  to  come 
forward  with  a  patriotifm  at  onde  firm  and 
feminine,  for  the  general  good  !  I  am  not 
founding  an  alarm  to  female  warriors,  or 
exciting  female  politicians :  I  hardly  know 
which  of  the  two  is  the  moft  difgufting  and 
unnatural  charafter.  Propriety  is  to  a 
woman  what  the  great  Roman  critic  fays 
,a£fcion  is  to  an  orator ;  it  is  the  firft,  the 
fecond,  the  third  requifite.  A  woman 
may  be  knowing,  attive,  witty,  and  amuf- 
ing ;  but  without  propriety  fhe  cannot  be 
amiable.  Propriety  is  the  centre  in  which 
all  the  lines  of  duty  and  of  agreeablenefs 
meet.  It  is  to  character  what  proportion 
is  to  figure,  and  grace  to  attitude.  It  does 
not  depend  on  any  one  perfection,  but  it  is 
the  refult  of  general  excellence.  It  (hews 
itfelf  by  a  regular,  orderly,  undeviating 
courfe ;  and  never  ftarts  from  its  fober 
orbit  into  any  fplendid  eccentricities  j  for 

it 


'•  O*  INFLUENCE?  7 

ft  would  be  afhamed  of  fiitfi  praife  a* 
it  might  extort  by  any  aberrations  from 
its  proper  path.  It  renounces  all  com- 
mendation but  what  18  chara&erifUc ;  and 
I  would  make  it  the  criterion  of  true 
tafte,  right  principle,  and  genuine  feeling, 
in  a  woman,  whether  flic  would  be  lefs 
touched  with  all  the  flattery  of  romantic 
and  exaggerated  panegyric  than  with  that 
beautiful  pi&ure  of  correft  and  elegant 
propriety,  which  MHton  draws  of  our  firft 
mother,  when  he  delineates 

"  Thofe  thoufand  decencies  which  daily  flow 
4t  From  all  her  words  and  anions.' ' 

Even  the  influence  of  religion  is  to  be 
exercifed  with  difcretion.  A  female  Po- 
lemic wanders  nearly  as  far  from  the 
limits  prefcribed  to  her  fex,  as  a  female 
Machiavel  or  warlike  Thaleftris.  Rerce- 
nefs  has  made  almoft  as  few  converts  as  the 
fword,  and  both  are  peculiarly  ungraceful 
in  a  female.  Even  religivus  violence  has 
human  tempers  of  its  own  to  indulge, 
B  4  and 
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and  is  gr#U#ing  itfcljf  i^en  jt  y^ifid  be 
j^bought  to  h^  fe ryiag  ^foi  JL^et  not  tbp 
bigot  place  tyer  natural  p^fljops  ip  ,tfoe  j^. 
£QWt.pf  pij^^ity,  f)j  ^agii^e  &e  ;p 
fiipps^hw^VOQl^p^p^^.  Leth^r 
p<%p  in  miad  that  a  Gj^i/j^^^1^  4s 
glyra^s  to  be  defended  with  a  fijhrjflfon  fpi- 
jit,  and  not  w?kp  herfel£  ame$d$  by  th^e 
#outnel$  of  tar  orthodoxy  for  thp  b^d$?fc 
ofh^tqweii.  ^^y^Jbej^pfcjth^dgfajfi 
ft  reljgfpua  opinion  with  pertinacity,  Jfeeaa  to 
fancy  that  they  thereby  acqu^ajpiad  of 
right  to  withhold  theobedience  which  fhould 
be  neeeflfiarily  involved  in  the  principle/ 

But  the  chara&er  of  a  confident  ChrifU 
i^n  is  as.  carefully  to.hfc  nfajb#ajnpdj  as 
jhat  of  4t  £ei;y  di/jput^nti^  fo-fye  ayoicfed  ; 
anfl  ihe  yhp  is  afraid  t$  ay.p^.  terprin* 
cjpiff?  or  afbaofied  tq  defend  tfypm,.  has 
ljtt|e  claim  to  that  honour*^  tjtje.  A  pro 
fligate,  wh/a  la^gjis  aj  the  moft  facred  iiv 
^LuUQq^,  d$f\  ^eppp  put.qf.  tixe,way  of 
gvery  tl^wptg^  which  copies ;  under  {hp  apr 
J^ftiVfie  Off  %0}al  milHiclion^  may  be  dit 
;.  concerted 


c&ifffteA'ty.  *N  **>d*fc>  but  Jpmted  <lc- 
bufec  of  a  delicate  wdmart,  whofc  life 
ttteiw  *frc  do&rifce*  ?vWtih  .ber  convex 
ftfton  detfrads*?!  but  (life  who  adntiniftew 
reprofofiwt^litaeciiiDg,  defeats  the  effitift 
oi  her  qariedy.  On  th^od^ar  hand,  them 
i»  a  drfeaaeft  way  of  toboiiriag  to  coo- 
ciliate  the  favour  of  a  whole  company, 
tjhoMgfaofr  cBaraSter*  gad  principles  irre- 
acmcifiibiy  oppdike*  *  i$hp  taords  may  be 
fi*  guarded  £t>  not  to  feoefa  the;  believer, 
while  the  eye  and  voice  may  be  fo  accom- 
modatpd,,as>  not  to  difcouragc  the  infidel. 
She  whb^  with*  a  half  earneftnefe,  trim* 
between  the  tiiith  and  the;  fafliion ;  who, 
while  ftte  thinks  it  creditable  to  defend  the 
c^ufe  of  religion,  yet  does  it  in  a  faint 
tone,  a  ftudied  ambiguity  of  phrafe,  and  a 
certain  expreffion  in  her  countenance, 
which  proves'  that  &e  is  not  difpleafed 
with  what  fhe  affecls  to  cenfure,  'or  that 
(he  is  afraid  to  lofe  he*  reputation  for 
wit,,  in  proportion  as  fhe  advances  her 
credit  fo*  piety,  injure*  the-  c?ufe  more 

than 
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than  He  who  attacked  it ;  fot\  fhte  -proves, 
.cither  that  /he  does  not  believe  what  (he 
profefles,  or  that  (he  docs  not  reverence 
;what  fear  compels  her  to  believe.  But 
this  is  not  all :  (he  is  called  on,  not  barely 
to  reptefs  impfety*  but  to  excite,  to  en- 
courage,  and  to  chtrifh  every  tendency  to 
ierious  religions  r  ' 
•  Some  of  the  occafions  of  contributing 
to  the  general  good  which  are  daily  pre- 
ienting  themfelves  to  ladies,  are  almoft 
too  minute  to  be  pointed  out.  Yet  of  the 
good  which  right-minded  women,  anxi- 
oufly  watching  thefe  minute  occafions,  and 
adroitly  feizing  them,  might  accomplifh, 
we  may  form  fome  idea  by  the  ill-effe&s 
which  we  aftually  fee  produced,  through 
.the  mere  levity,  carelefiiefs,  and  inatten- 
tion (to  fay  no  worfe)  of  fome  of  thofe 
ladies,  who  are  looked  up  to  as  (landards 
in  the  fafhionable  world. 

I  am  perfuaded,  if  many  a  one,  who 
is  now  difleminating  unintended  mifchief, 
under  the-  dangerous  notion  that  there 

is 
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is  no  harm  in  any  thiftg  ihprt  of  p6fitive 
vice,  and  under  the  falfe  colours  of  that 
indolent  humility,  "  What  good  can  / 
"  do?"  could  be  brought  to  fee  in 
its  collected  force  the  annual  aggregate 
of  the  random  evil  fhe  is  daily  doing, 
by  conftantly  throwing  a  little  cafual 
weight  into  the  wrong  fcale,  by  mere 
inconfiderate  and  ungukrded  chat,  fhe 
would  ftart  from  her  felfrcoraplacenf 
dream.  If  (he  could  conceive  how  much' 
fhe  may  be.diminifhing  the  good  impref- 
fions  of  young  men ;  and  if  (he  could 
imagine  how  little  amiable  levity  or  irreli- 
gion  makes  her  appear  in  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  are  older  and  abler,  (however  loofe 
their  own  principles  may  be,)  fhe  would 
correft  herfelf  in  the  firft  inftance,  from- 
pure  good  nature ;  and  in  the  fecond,  from 
worldly  prudence  and  mere  felf-love.  But 
on  how  much  higher  principles  would  fhe 
reftrain  herfelf,  if  fhe  habitually  took  into 
account  the  important  doftrine  of  con- 
fluences :  and  if  fhe  reflefted  that  the 

lefTer 
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feffer  but  nu>*e  habitual  corrtaptfoite  make 
up  by  theior  number,  what  they  ifaay  feem 
to  come  fhprt  erf  by  their  wdght:  then 
perhaps  flie  would  Sad  that,  among  die 
higher  chfs  of  women,  hwwjidirathn  is 
adding  move  to  the  daily  ^fc&ntky  of 
dvil  than  aknoft  all  other  caufes  put  to- 
gather. 

The*e  i*  an  kiftrament  of  iriconteivabid 
fbttfe,  when*  it  is  employed  againfl:  the 
intereftsofChTiftiaaity,  Itisnotfeafonmg, 
fito  that  may  beanfw»ed;  it  i^not  learn* 
ihg*  for  luckily  the  ittfidfel  is  Hot  feldbm 
ignonant ;  it- is  nw  iftve&ive,  for  we  leave* 
fo  coarfe  a&  eagine  to  the  hands  of  the 
vulgar ;  it  is  not  evkfence,  for  happily  we 
Have  that  ot*  our  fide :  it  i6  ridicule, 
the  moft  deadly  weapon  hi  the  whole 
arfenal  of  impiety,  and  which  becomes  an 
alteoft  unerring  fhaftr  when  dire&ed  by 
a  fair  and  fashionable  hand.  Nb  maxim 
has  been  more  readily  adopted,  or  is  more 
intrinfifcally  felfe,  than  that  which  the 
fafcinating  eloquence  of  a  noble  fceptic  of 

the 


the  la£k  age  contrived  to  reader  fa  popular; 
that  "  ridkule  i$  the  tcft  of  truth.'*  It  4* 
bo  ted  off  twth  itfelf;  but  of  their  firni^ 
nef*  who  aflert  the  caufe  of  truth,  it  is  m^ 
deed  a  fever*  .left*  This  tight*  keen,  itiif- 
file  tveipoftt  the  irrefeJute*  unconfirmed 
Chriftiai*  will  find  it  harder  to  withftand,. 
than  the  whole  heavy  artillery  of  infidelity 
united. 

A  young  man  of  the  better .  fort,  having ' 
juft  entered  upon  the  world,  with  a  certain 
(hare  of  good  djfpofitions  and  right  feel- 
ings, not  ignorant  of  the  evidences,  ao?% 
deflitute  of  the  principles  of  Chriftiaaky  ; 
without  parting  with  his  refpe&  for  re- 
ligion, he  fe^g  out  with  the  too  natural- 
wiih  of  ntafc&g  himfelf  a  reputation,  and 
of  (landing  well  with  the  faflrionable  part 
of  the  female  world.    He  preferves  for  a< 
time  a  hprror  of  vice,  which  makes  it  not. 
difficult  for  him  to  refift  the  grofler  cor- 
ruptions of  fociety ;  he  can  as  yet  repel 
profknenefsj  nay,  he  cast  withftand  the 
banter ^a^clMfe.    He  has  fenfe  enough  tb ' 
i  fee 
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fee  through  xhc  miferable  fallacies  of  the 
new  philofophy*   and   fpirit    enough    to 
expofe  its  malignity.      So  far  he    doe* 
veil,  and  you  are  ready  to  congratulate 
him  on  his  fecufity*    You  are  miftaken : 
tl>e  principles  of  the  ardent*  and  hitherto 
promifing  adventurer  are  fhaken,  juft  m 
that  very  fociety  where,    while  he  was 
looking  for  pleafure,  he  doubted  not  of 
fafety.     In  the  company*  of  certain  women 
of  good  fafhion  and  no  ill  fame,  he  makes 
fhip^reck  of  his  religion.     He  fees  them 
treat  with  levity  or  derifion  fubje&s  which 
he.  has  beex*  ufed  to  hear  named  with 
refpeft.-    He  could  •  confute  an  argument; 
h&   could  unravel  a  fophiftry;    but   ht 
cannot  (land  a  laugh.    A  fneer,  not  at 
the  truth  of  religion,  for  that  perhaps  is  by 
none  of  the  party  difbelieved,  but  at  its 
gravity,  itsnnfeafonablenefs, .  its  dulnefs, 
puts  all  his  refolution  to  flight.    He  feels  his 
njiftake,and  ftruggles  to  recover  his  credit; 
in  order  to  which,  he  adopts  the  gay  affec- 
tation of  tiding  4o  feem  werfe  than  he 
9  -  really 


OF   IHFJLU£N€Ev  -  IJ« 

really  is,  *  he  goes  on  to  fay  things  which:, 
he  does  not  believe,  and  to  deny  things 
which  he  does:  believe^  and  all  to  efface' 
the  firft  impreffion,  and  to  recover  a  repu- 
tation which  he  has  committed  to  their 
h^nds    on   whofe   report   he   knows   he . 
{hall  /land  or  fall,  in  thofe  circles  in  which 
he  is  ambitious,  to  (hine. 

That  cold  compound  of  irony,  irreligion, 
felfiflinefs,    and  fneer,    which   make    up 
what  the  French  (from  whojn  we  borrow : 
the  thing,  as  well  as  the  word)  fo  well 
exprefs    by  the   term . perjiflage,    has   of. 
late   years   made  an  incredible   progrefs.. 
in  blading  the  opening  buds  of  piety  in 
young  perfbns  of  fafliipn.    A  cold  plea-; 
fantry,  a  temporary  cant  word,  the  jargon 
of  the  day  (for  the  "  great  vulgar"  have 
their  jargon)  blights  the  firft  promife  of 
ferioufhefs.     The  ladies  of  ton  have  cer- 
tain watch- words,  which  may  be  dete&ed  , 
as  indications  of  this  fpirit.     The  clergy 
are  fpoken  of  under  the  contemptuous  ap- 
pellation of  The  Parfens.     Some  ludicrous. 

aflbciation 
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affociation  is  infallibly  ebtribiried  ^fi^eiretf 
idea  of  religion*  If  a  wafni-heartcd  youth 
has  ventured  to  name  with  cnthuitafcrt 
fome  eminently  pious  cbarct&er,  his  glbw- 
ing  ardour  is  extinguifhed  with  a  laugh ; 
and  a  drawling  declaration,  that  the  p6rfon 
in  queftion  is  really  a  mighty  hdrrftlefs  goo'tf 
creature,  is  uttered  in  a  tone  which  leads 
the  youth  fecrerly  to  vow,  that  whatever 
elfe  he  may  be,  he  will  never  be  a  good 
harmlefs  creature. 

Nor  is  ridicule  more  dahgerrius  to 
true  piety  than  to  true  taftfe.  An 
age  which  values  itfelf  on  parody,  bur- 
lefque,  irony,  and  caricature,  produces 
lhtle  that  is  fublime,  either  in  genius  <k  in 
virtue ;  but  they  atmtfe,  and  We  live  in' art' 
age  which  mvft  be  amufed,  though  genius, 
feeling,  truth,  and  principle,  be  the  facri- 
fice.  Nothing  chills  the  ardours  of  demo- 
tion like  a  frigid  farcafm  ;  and,  in  the 
feafon  of  youth,  the  mind  fhould  be  kept 
particularly  clear  of  all  light  aflbciations. ' 
"Kris  is  of  fo'  touch   importance,   that  1 

have 
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have  known  perfotis  who,  having  been 
early  accuftomed  to  certain  ludicrous  com* 
binatioag,  were  never  able  to  get  their 
minds  cleanfed  from  the  impurities  , 
contracted  by  this  habitual  levity,  even  ► 
after  a  thorough  reformation  in  their 
hearts  and  Uv^$  had  taken  place:  their 
principles  became  reformed,  but  their  ima* 
ginations  were  indelibly  foiled.  They 
cogld  defifl  from  fins  which  the  ftri&nefs 
of  Chriftiantfy  would  not  allow  them  to 
commit,  but  they  could  not  difmifs  from 
their  minds  images,  which  her  purity  for- 
bade them  to  entertain. 

There  was  a  time  when  a  variety  of 
epithets  were  thought  neceffary  to  exprefs 
various  kinds  of  excellence,  and  when  the 
different  qualities  of  the  mind  were  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  appropriate  and  difcrhni- 
nating  terms ;  when  the  words  venerable* 
learned,  fagacious,  profound,  acute,  pious, N 
worthy,  ingenious,  valuable,  elegant,  agree- 
able*  wife,  or  witty,  were  ufed  as  fpeGific 
marks  of  diftiflft  charaftefs.     But  the  le- 

vol.  1.  c  giflator* 
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giflators  of  fafhion  have  of  late  years 
thought  proper  to  comprife  all  merit  in  one 
eftablifhed  epithet,  and  it  muft  be  confeffed 
to  be  a  very  defirable  one  as  far  as  it  goes. 
This  epithet  is  exclufively  and  indifcrU 
minatply  applied  wherever  commendation 
is  intended.  The  word  pleqfant  now  ferves 
to  combine  and  exprefs  all  moral  and 
intellectual  excellence.  Every  individual, 
from  the  graved:  profeflbrs  of  the  graved 
profeffion,  down  to  the  trifler  who  is  of  no 
profeffion  at  all,  muft  earn  the  epithet  of 
pleafant,  or  muft  be  contented  to  be 
nothing j  and  muft  be  configned  over  to 
ridicule,  under  the  vulgar  and  inex- 
preffive  cant  word  of  a  bore.  This 
is  #the  mortifying  defignation  of  many 
a  refpe&able  man,  who,  though  of  much 
worth  and  much  ability,  cannot  perhaps 
clearly  make  out  his  letters  patent  to 
the  title  of  plea/ant.  For,  according  to 
this  modern  clarification,  there  is  no  inter- 
mediate ftate,  but  all  are  comprifed  within 
the  ample  bounds  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 

two  terms. 

We 
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We  ought  to  be  more  on  our  guard 
againft  this  fpirit  of  ridicule,  becaufe* 
whatever  may  be  the  character  of  the 
prefent  day>  its  faults  do  not  fpring  from 
the  redundancies  of  great  qualities,  or 
the  overflowings  of  extravagant  virtues; 
It  is  well  if  more  correft  views  df  life, 
a  more  regular  adminiftration  of  laws, 
and  a  more,  fettled  ftate  of  fociety,  have 
helped  to  reftrain  the  excefles  of  the 
heroic  ages,  when  love  and  war  were, 
confidered  as  the  great  and  fole  fcttfiliefs  of 
human  life.  Yet,  if  that  period  was 
marked  by  a  romantic  extravagance,  and 
the  prefent  by  an  indolent  felfiflmefs,  our 
fuperiority  is  not  fo  triumphantly  decifive, 
as,  in  the  vanity  of  our  hearts,  we  may  be 
ready  to  imagine* 

I  do  not  wi(h  to  bring  back  the  frantic 
reign  of  chivalry,  nor  to  reinftate  women 
in  that  fantaftic  empire  in  which  they 
then  fat  enthroned  in  the  hearts,  or  rather 
in  the  imaginations  of  men.  Common 
fenfe  is  an  excellent  material  of  univerfal 
c  2  application, 
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application,  which  the  fagacity  of  latter 
ages  has  feized  upon,  and  rationally 
applied  to  the  bufinefs  of  common  life* 
But  let  us  not  forget,  in  the  infolence 
of  acknowledged  fuperiority,  that  it  was 
religion  and  chaftity,  operating  oijl  the 
romantic  fpirit  of  thofe  times,  which  efta- 
blifhed  the  defpotic  fway  of  woman $  and 
though  fhe  no\y  no  longer  looks  down 
on  her  adoring  votaries,  from  the  pedeftal 
to  which  an  abfurd  idolatry  had  lifted 
her,  yet  let  her  remember  that  it  is  the 
fame  religion  and  the  fame  chaftity  which 
once  raifed  her  to  fuch  an  elevation,  that, 
mud  ftill  furnifh  the  nobleft  energies  of  her 
character. 

While  we  lawfully  ridicule  the  abfurd- 
ities  which  we  have  abandoned,  let  us 
not  plume  ourfelves  on  that  fpirit  of 
novelty  which'  glories  in  the  oppofite  ex* 
treme.  If  the  manners  of  the  period 
in  queftion  were  affe&ed,  and  if  the  gal- 
lantry was  unnatural,  yet  the  tone  of 
virtue  was  high;  and  let  us  remember. 

that 
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that  conftaftcy,  purity,  and  honour,  are 
not  ridiculous  in  themfeives,  though  they 
may  unluckily  be  affociated  with  quaUtie* 
which  are  fo:  and  women  of  delicacy 
would  do  well  to  refled,  when  defcanting 
on  thofe  exploded  manners,  how  far  it  be 
decorous  to  deride  with  too  broad  a  laugh, 
attachments  which  could  fubfift  on  remote 
gratifications;  or'grofsly  to  ridicule  the 
tafte  which  led  the  admirer  to  facrifice 
pleafure  to  refped,  and  inclination  to 
honour;  to  fheer  at  that  purity  which 
made  felf-denial  a  proof  of  affedtion,  and 
to  call  in  queftion  the  found  underilanding 
of  him  who  preferred  the  fame  of  his 
mi(lref8  to  his  own  indulgence. 

One  cannot  but  be  ftruck  with  the 
wonderful  contraft  exhibited  to  our  yiew, 
when  we  contemplate  the  manners  of 
the  two  periods  in  queftion.  In  the 
former,  all  the  flower  of  Europe  fmit  with 
a  delirious  gallantry ;  all  that  was  young, 
and  noble,  and  brave,  and  great,  with 
a  fanatic  frenzy  and  prepofterous  con- 
03  tempt 
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tempt  of  danger,  traverfed  feas,  and  fcaled 
mountains,  and  compaffed  a  large  portion 
of  the  globe,  at  the  cxpence  of  eafe,  and 
fortune,  and  life,  for  the  unprofitable  pro- 
jeft  of  refcuing,  by  force  of  arms,  from  the 
hands  of  infidels,  the  fepulchre  of  that  Sa- 
viour, whom,  in  the  other  period^  their 
pofterity  would  think  it  the  height  of  fa- 
naticifm  fo  much  as  to  name  in  good  com- 
pany :  whofe  altars  they  defert,  whofe 
temples  they  negleft ;  and  though  in  more 
than  one  country  at  lead  they  flill  call 
themfelves  by  his  name,  yet  too  many,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  contemn  his  precepts,  flill 
more  are  aihamed  of  his  doctrines,  and 
not  a  few  rejedt  his  facrifice.  Too  many 
confider'  Chriftianity  rather  as  a  political 
than  a  religious  distinction;  too  many 
claim  the  appellation  of  Chriftians,  in  mere 
oppofition  to  that  Democracy  with  which 
they  conceive  infidelity  to  be  affociated, 
rather  than  from  an  abhorrence  of  impiety 
for  its  own  fake ;  and  dread  irreligion  as 
the  fuppofed  badge  of  a  reprobated  party, 

more 
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more  than  on  account  of  that  moral  corrup- 
tion which  is  its  infeparable  concomitant. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  an  age  when  in- 
verfion  is  the  order  of  the  day,  the  modern 
idea  of  improvement  does  not  confift  in  al- 
tering, but  extirpating.     We  do  not  re- 
form, but  fubvert.     We  do  not  correct 
old  fyftems,  but  demolifh  them  j  fancying 
that  when  every  thing  fliali  be  new  it  will 
be  perfeft*    Not  to  have  been  wrong,  but 
to  have  been  at  all,  is  the  crime.     Excel- 
lence is  no  longer  confidered  as  an  experi- 
mental thing  which  is  to  grow  gradually 
out  of  obfervation  and  pra&ice,  and  to  be 
improved  by  the  accumulating  additions 
brought  by  the  wifdom  of  fucceffive  ages.  . 
Our  wifdom  is  not  flowly  brought  by  age 
and  gradual  growth  to  perfection,  but  is  a 
goddefs  which  ftarts  at  once,  full  grown, 
mature,  armed  cap-a-pee,  from  the  heads  of 
our  modern  thunderers.     Or  rather,  if  I 
may  change  the  allufion,  a  perfeft  fyftem  is 
now  expe&ed  inevitably  to  fpring  at  once, 
like  the  fabled  bird  of  Arabia,  from  the 
afhes  of  its  parent j  and,  like  that,  can  re- 
c  4       /  ceive 
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eeive  its  birth  no  other  way  but  by  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  its  predeceffor. 

Inftead  of  clearing  away  what  is  re- 
dundant, pruning  what  is  cumberfome, 
fupplying  what  is  defe&ive,  and  amending 
what  is  wrong,  we  adopt  the  indefinite 
rage'  for  radical  reform  of  Jack,  who 
in  altering  Lord  Peter's  *  coat,  (hewed  his 
zeal  by  crying  out,  "  Tear  away,  brother 
<4  Martin,  for  the  love  of  heaven  ;  never 
'.<  mind,  fo  you  do  but  tear  away/' 

This  tearing  fyftem  has  unqueftionably 
rent  away  fome  valuable  parts  of  that 
ftrong,  rich,  native  fluff,  which  formed  the 
ancient  texture  of  Britifh  manners.  That 
we  have  gained  much  I  am  pfcrfuaded; 
that  we  have  loft  nothing  I  dare  not  there* 
fore  affirm.  But  though  it  fairly  ex- 
hibits  a  mark  of  our  improved  judgment 
to  ridicule  the  fantaflic  notions  of  love  and 
honour  in  the  heroic  ages;  let  us  not 
rejoice  that  that  fpirit  of  generofity  in 
fentiment,  and'  of  ardour  in  piety,    the 

♦Swift's  «  Tale  of  a  Tub." 

exu- 
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exuberancies  of  which  were  then  fo  incon- 
venient, ate  now  funk  as  unreafonably 
low.  That  revolution  of  manners  which 
the  unparalleled  wit  and  genius  of  Don 
Quixote  fo  happily  efFe&ed,  by  aboliflung 
extravagancies  the  moft  abfurd  and  perni- 
cious, was  fo  far  imperfect,  that  fome  vir- 
tues which  he  never  meant  to  expofe,  fell 
into  difrepute  with  the  abfurdities  which 
he  did :  and  it  is  become  the  turn  of  the 
prefent  tafte  to  attach  in  no  fmall  degree 
that  which  is  ridiculous  to  that  which  is 
ferious  and  heroic.  Some  modern  works  of 
wit  have  affifted  in  bringing  piety  and 
fome  of  the  nobleft  virtues  into  contempt, 
by  ftudioufly  aflbciating  them  with  oddity, 
childifh  fimplicity,  and  ignorance  of  the 
world :  and  unneceffary  pains  have  been 
taken  to  extinguish  that  zeal  and  ardour, 
which,  however  liable  to  excefs  and  error, 
are  yet  the  fpring  of  whatever  is  great  and 
excellent  in  the  human  character.  The 
novel  of  Cervantes  is  incomparable ;  the 
Tartuffe  of  Moliere  is   unequalled;   but 

true 
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true  generofity  and  true  religion  will  never 
lofe  any  thing  of  their  intrinfic  value, 
becaufe  knight-errantry  and  hypocrify  are 
legitimate  objefts  for  fatire. 

But  to  return  from  this  too  long  di- 
greffion,  to  the  fubject  of  female  influence. 
Thofe  who  have  not  watched  the  united 
operation  of  vanity  and  feeling  on  a  youth- 
ful  mind,  will  not  conceive  how  much 
lefe  formidable  the  ridicule  of  all  his  own 
fex  will  be  to  a  very  young  man,  than 
that  of  thofe   women   to   whom  he  has 
•  been  taught  to  look  up  as  the  arbitreffes  of 
elegance.      Such   an  one,  I   doubt  not, 
might  be  able  to  work  himfelf  up,  by  the 
force  of  genuine  chriftian  principles,  to 
fuch  a  pitch  of  true  heroifm,   as  to  refufe 
a  challenge,  (and  it  requires  more  real 
courage  to   refufe   a  challenge   than   to 
accept  one,)  who  would  yet  be  in  danger  of 
relapfing  into  the  dreadful  pufillanimity  of 
the  world,  when  he  is  told  that  no  woman 
of  fafhion  will  hereafter  look  on  him  but 
wkh  contempt.     While  we  have  cleared 

away 
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away  the  rubbifh  of  the  Gothic  ages,  it 
were  to  be  wilhed  we  had  not  retained  the 
moft  criminal  of  all  their  inftitutions. 
While  chivalry  fhould  indicate  a  madman, 
while  its  leading  obje£t,  the  ftngle  combat^ 
ihould  defignate  a  gentleman,  has  not  yet 
been  explained.  Nay  the  original  motive 
is  loft,  while  the  finful  praftice  is  con- 
tinued ;  for  the  fighter  of  the  duel  no 
longer  pretends  to  be  a  glorious  redrefler 
of  the  wrongs  of  ftrangers ;  no  longer  con- 
fiders  himfelf  as  pioufly  appealing  to  hea- 
ven for  the  juitice  of  his  caufe ;  but 
from  the  flavilh  fear  of  unmerited  re- 
proach, often  felfiihly  hazards  (he  happi- 
nefs  of  his  neareft  connexions,  and  always 
cornea  forth  in  dired  defiance  of  an 
acknowledged  command  of  the' Almighty, 
Perhaps  there  are  few  occafions  in  which 
female  influence  might  be  exerted  to  a 
higher  purpofe  than  in  this,  in  which  laws 
and  confcience  have  hitherto  effe&ed  fo 
little.  But  while  the  duellift  (who  per- 
haps becomes  a  duellift  only  becaufe  he 

was 
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was  firft  a  feduccf)  is  welcomed  with 
fmiles ;  the  more  hardy  youth,  who,  not 
becaufe  he  fears  man  but  God,  declines 
a  challenge;  who  is  refolved  to  brave 
difgrace  rather  than  commit  fin,  would, be 
treated  with  cool  contempt  by  thofe  very 
perfons  to  whofc  efteem  he  might  reafon- 
ably  look,  as  one  of  the  rewards  of  his 
true  and  fubftantial  fortitude. 

How  then  is  it  to  be  reconciled  with  the 
decilions  of  principle,  that  delicate  women 
fhould  receive  with  complacency  the  fuc- 
cefsful  libertine,  who  has  been  detefted  by 
the  wretched  father  or  the  injured  hufband 
in  a  criminal  commerce,  the  difcovery  of 
which  has  too  juftly  banifhed  the  unhappy 
partner  of  his  crime  from  virtuous  fociety  ? 
Nay*  if  he  happen  to  be  very  handfome,  or 
very  brave,  or  very  fafhionable,  is  there 
not  fometimes  a  kind  of  difhonourable 
competition  for  his  favour  ?  But,  whether 
his  popularity  be  derived  from  hirth,  or 
parts,  or  perfon,  or  (what  is  often  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  all)    from  his  having    made 

his 
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his  way  into  good  company,  women  of 
diftin&ion  fully  the  fan&ity  of  virtue  by 
the  too  vifible  pleafure  they  fometimes  ex- 
prefs  at  the  attentions  of  fuch  a  popular 
libertine,  wbofe  voluble  fmalL-talk  they  ad- 
mire,  and  whofe  fprightly  nothings  they 
quote,  and  whom  perhaps  their  very  fa- 
vour tends  to  prevent  from  becoming  a 
better  character,  becaufe  he  finds  himfelf 
more  acceptable  as  he  is. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  introduce  a  new  - 
part  of  my  fubjeft,  by  remarking  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  inconceivable  importance* 
though  not  perhaps  fufficiently  confidered, 
when  any  popular  work,  not  on  a  religious 
topic,  but  on  any  common  fubjeft,  fuch  as 
politics,  hiftory,  or  fcience,  has  happened 
to  be  written  by  an  author  of  found  Chriftian 
principles  ?  It  may  not  have  been  necefiary, 
nor  prudently  practicable,  to  have  a  fingle 
page  in  the  whole  work profefledly  religious : 
but  ftill,  when  the  living  principle  informs 
the  mind  of  the  writer,  it  is  almoft  im- 
polliblc  but  that  fomething  of  its  fpirit  wilt 
a  diflfufe 
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diffufe  itfelf  even  into  fubje&s  with  which 
it  fliould  feem  but  remotely  connected. 
It  is  at  leaft  a  comfort  to  the  reader, 
to  feel  that  honeft  confidence  which  refults 
from  knowing  that  he  has  put  himfelf  into 
fafe  hands ;  that  ne  has  committed  himfelf 
to  an  author*  whofe  known  principles  are 
a  pledge  that  his  reader  need  not  be 
driven  to  watch  himfelf  at  every  ftep  with 
anxious  circumfpeftion ;  that  he  need  not 
be  looking  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left,  as  if  he  knew  they  were  pitfalls 
under  the  flowers  which  are  delighting  him. 
And  it  is  no  fmall  point  gained,  that  on 
fubjefts  in  which  you  do  not  look  to 
improve  your  religion,  it  is  at  leaft  fecured 
from .  deterioration.  If  the  Athenian  laws 
were  fo  delicate  that  they  difgraced  any  one 
who  (hewed  an  inquiring  traveller  the 
wrong  road,  what  difgrace,  among  Chrift- 
ians,  (hould  attach  to  that  author,  who, 
when  a  youth  is  inquiring  the  road  to 
hiftory  or  philofophy,  diretts  him  to  blaf- 
phemy  and  unbelief? 

In 
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In  animadverting  farther  on  the  reign- 
ing evils  which  the  times  m6re  particularly 
demand  that  women  of  rank  and  influence 
fliould  reprefs,  Chriftianity  calls  upon  them 
to  bear  their   decided  teftimony    againfl 
every  thing  which   is  notorioully  contri- 
buting to  the  public  corruption.     It  calls 
upon  them  to  banifli  fromnheir  drefEng- 
rooms,  (and  oh,  that  their  influenoe  could 
banifli  from  the  libraries  of  their  fons  and 
hufbands!)  that   fober   and    unfufpefted 
mafs  of  mifchief,  which,  by  affiiming  the 
plaufible  names  of  Science,  of  Philofophy, 
of  Arts,  of  Belles  Lettres,  is  gradually  ad- 
miniftering  death  to  the  principles  of  thole 
who  would  be  on  their  guard,   had  the 
poifon  been  labelled  with  its  own  perni- 
cious title.     Avowed  attacks  upon  revela- 
tion are  more  eafily  refitted,  becaufe  the 
malignity  is  advertifed.     But  who  fufpeSs 
the  deftruftion  which  lurks   under    the 
liarmlefs  or  inftru&ive  pames  of  General 
Hi/lory,  Natural  Hi/lory,  Travels,  Voyages, 
Lives,   Encyclopedias,    Crjtieifm,    and  Ro- 
mance ? 
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mance?  Who  will  deny  that  many  of  thefc 
works  contain  much  admirable  matter; 
brilliant  paflages,  important  fa&s,  jufl:  de- 
scriptions, faithful  pi&ures  of  nature,  and 
valuable  ilhiftrations  of  fcience  ?  But  while 
"  the  dead  fly  lies  at  the  bottom,"  the 
whole  will  exhale  a  corrupt  and  peftilential 
ftench. 

Novels,  which  chiefly  ufed  to  be  dan- 
gerous in  one  refpett,  are  now  become 
mifchievous  in  a  thoufand.  They  are 
continually  drifting  their  ground,  and 
enlarging  their  fphere,  and  are  daily  be- 
coming vehicles  of  wider  mifchief.  Some- 
times they  concentrate  their  force,  and  are 
at  once  employed  to  diffufe  deftruftive 
politics,  deplorable  profligacy,  and  impu- 
dent infidelity.  Rouffeau  was  the  firfl 
popular  difpenfer  of  this  complicated  drug, 
in  which  the  deleterious  infufion  was 
ftrong,  and  the  effeft  proportionably  fatal. 
For  he  does  not  attempt  to  feduce  the 
affections  but  through  the  medium  of  the 
principles.     He  does  not  paint  an  innocent 

woman, 
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\roaany  ruined,  repmtii^iandrcftot^ ; 
but  fdlh:  a^fer  mo*e  mifchiet eras-  refine; 
iBW^.iteiasmbilat^  t^ryftiw  #f  -chaftkjfc 
and  *«feh- ffcipi^eto  f^ety  itteiapts  .ttfl 
make  Wa.  heroine  appear  almoft  more,ansi*: 
able  wfrkntf  if*    He  eg&bjtfr .*.  .yirtJionft 
worn*,  the  vi#ii»  not  of  temptation  but? 
of  reafcai*  Jiot  of  ^ce. but  of  feotimenV 
TOt  of  ipaffioh,  but  o£,cbimft>a&;   audi 
flrikea  at  the  *bry  root  of  honour  fcyr 
elevating  a  crime  into  a  principle.     With: 
a  metaphyfical  fephiftry  the  moft  plaufible, 
he  debauches  ttie  heart  of  Woman,  by  che* 
rifting  her  vanity  in  the  ere&ion  of  a  fyfr 
tern  of  malcvirtaee,  to  which,  with  a  lofty1 
dereU&ton  of  thofe  that  are  her  more  pecu- 
liar and  ohara6teriftic  praife,  he  tempts  her 
to  afpire*  powerfully  infinuating,  that  to 
this  fplendid  fyftemchaftity  does  not  necef- 
ferity  belong :  thus  corrupting  the  judg- 
ment and  bewildering  the  underftanding, 
«  the  mod  effa&uai  way  to  inflame  the 
imagination  and  deprave  the  heart. 

vol.  i.  d  The 
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;  .The  rare  mifchicf  of  this  Author  confiUs 
in  his  power  of  feducing  by  falfehood 
thpfe  who  love  truth,  but  whbfe  minds  are 
ftill  Wavering,  and  whofe  principles  ate 
not  yet  formed.  He  allures  the.  warm* 
hearted  to  embrace  vice,  not  becaufe  they 
prefer  vice,  but  becaufe  he  gives  to  vice  fo 
natural  an  air  of  virtue :  and  ardent  and 
enthufiaftic  youth,  too  confidently,  trufting 
in  their  integrity  and  in  their  teacher,  will 
be  undone,  while  they  fancy  they  are  in- 
dulging in  the  nobleft  feelings  of  their 
nature.  Many  authors  will  more  ipiallibly 
complete  the  ruin  of  the  loofe  and  ill* 
difpofed;  but  perhaps  (if  I  may  change 
the  figure)  there  never  was  a  net  of  fuch 
exquifite  art  and  inextricable  workman*, 
(hip,  fpread  to  entangle  innocence  and 
enfnare  inexperience,  as  the  writings  of 
Rouffeau :  and,  unhappily,  the  victim  does* 
not  even  ftruggle  in  the  toils,  becaufe  part 
6f  the  delufion  confifts  in  imagining  that 
he  is  let  at  liberty. 

Sojne 
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Some  of  our  recent  popular  publications 
have  adopted  and  enlarged  all  the  mifchiefe 
of  this  fchool,  and  the  principal  evil  arifing 
from  them  is*  that  the  virtues  they  exhibit 
are  alraoft  more  dangerous  than  the  vices. 
The  chief  materials  out  of  which  thefe 
deluiive  iyftems  are  framed,  are  characters 
who  pra&ife  fuperfluous  a&s  of  generality* 
while  they  are  trampling  on  obvious  and 
commanded  duties j  who  combine  inflated 
fentiments  of  honour  with  aftions  the  mod 
flagitious ;  a  high  tone  of  felf-confidence, 
with  a  perpetual  negleft  of  felf-denial :  pa* 
thetic  apoftrophes  to  the  paffions*  but  no  at* 
tempt  to  refift  them.  They  teach,  that  chat 
thy  is  only  individual  attachment ;  that  no 
duty  exifts  which  is  not  prompted  by  feel- 
ing )  that  impulfe  is  the  main  fpring  of 
virtuous  attions,  while  laws  and  religion 
are  only  unjuft  reftraints ;  the  former  im- 
pofed  by  arbitrary  men,  the  latter  by  the 
abfurd  prejudices  of  timorous  and  un- 
enlightened conference.  Alas!  they  do 
mot  know  that  the  bed  creature  of  impulfe 
d  2  that 
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tfta*  #e*  Ihred  k  bot  i  tteyvWid,  ffflfked, 
nhpffiiidpWtf  being!  that  the  beft  natural 
itiiat  retjtrirttra  efcrbj  ahd  needs  thtttbfc. 
fance  fo  tfte  affWMonfc  wftfch  Chr iflittity 
atone  cart  fcrrniffc,  atid  without  which  beafcfe 
Volcnt  ptojtenfities  are  ho  fiettfity  to  Virftid 
And  jterhaps  it  fe  not  too  rfftich  to  lay; ;  hi 
fprte  of  the  monopoly  of  behievoleflce  id 
Which  the  ftew  phitefephylayfr  claftn,  ifetf 
tfie  human  duties  of  tHerf&cttd  «bfeKaV8 
never  orice  been  WeH  performed  by  any  bf 
the  rejefJors  of  that  prtVioua  pfcrliori  of  IhS 
Decalogue  which  enjbifi*  duty  to  Gtd. 

In  fottfci  of  the  mod  fplendkj  of  thefechii 
rafters  cora^affion  is  ere&ediritd  the  throne 
of  juftic*,  and  jufticd  degraded  into  the 
rank  of  plebeian  virtues.  Cfedlt&rs  are 
defrauded,  while  the  money  due  to  them 
is  laftHhed  in  dazzling  afts  of  charity- 
ta  feme  objefi:  that  aflfeflfc.  the'  fcnfesj 
which. fits  of.  charity  are  made  the  fponge 
of  every  fin,  and  the  fubfthute  ef  evgry 
virtue:  the  Whole  indireftly  tending  to 
iftrmat*  how  very  bentwknt  peofite  trtiab* 
■-  •  are 
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weaknefles ;  and  in  which  the  turpitude  of 
all  the  vices  a  man  himfelf  commits,  is  done 
away  by  his  candour  in  tolerating  all  the 
vices  committed  by  others. 

But  the  fart  of  the  fyftem  the  moft  fetal 
to  that  dais  whom  I  am  addreffing  is,  that 
even  in  thofe  works  which  do  not  go  all 
the  length  of  treating  marriage  as  an 
unjuft  infringement  on  liberty,  and  a 
tyrannical  deduction  from  general  happi- 
aefs  j  yet  it  commonly  happens  that  'the 
hero  or  heroine,  who  has  pradkalfy 
Violated  the  letter  of  the  feventh  com- 
mandment, and  continues  to  live  in  the 
allowed  violation  of  its  fpirit,  is  painted 
as  fo  amiable  and  fo  benevolent,  fo  tender 
or  fo  brave ;  and  the  temptation  is  repre- 
fented  as  fo  irrejiftibte,  (for  all  thefe  philo- 
fopbers  are  fatalifts,)  the  predominant  and 
cherifhed  fin  is  fo  filtered  and  defecated  of 
its  pollutions,  and  is  fo  Sheltered  and  for* 
rounded,  and  relieved  with  Aiming  qualities, 
that  the  innocent  and  impreffibte  young 
reader  is  brought  to  lofe  all  horror  ef  the 
I  awfoi 
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awful -crime  in  queftiqn,  ip  tlje  compjaf 
cency  (he  feels  for  the.  engaging  lirtufa  of 
the  criminal*'    -     »■•  ;  ^ 

But  there  is  another  objeft  to  which*  1 
would  direft  the  exertidn  of  that  power 
of  female  influence  of  which  I  am  fpeakitfjp 
Thofe  ladies  who  take  tfreleadjn  fociety 
are  loudly  called  upon  to  -*&  as  the 
guardians  of  the  public  tafte  as  wettrak 
of  the  public  yirtue.  They  aire  called 
upon,  therefore,  to  oppofe  with? the  wbok 
weight  of  their  influence,  the  irruption 
of  thofe  fwarms  of  publications  abw 
daily  ifluing  from  the  banks  of  tfci 
Danube,  which,  like  theif  ravaging  pfti 
deceffors  of  the  darker  agfes^  though  tffeS 
far  other  arms,  are  o^pprunnrpg- civil J2W 
fociety.  Thofe  readers,  whofe  purer  tafte 
has  been  fofmed  on  the>borre&  models 
of  the  did  tkflic  fehool,  ieertith'iixligiife 
tjon  and  aflaaiihraent  the  Huns  and  Van- 
dals once  more  overpowering  the  <?refH* 
and  R6mins;  They  behold  otfr  mindi? 
with  are^pjjrade  bijlt  jjrapi^ ^  modoh,  Kurifcfi 
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ttdgF%  n&h  'tfeigft  *4ff  ?  *htt*  anA  ^d 
^  tight**  ^  4tffe)rt64  :finijQhprk((iplttd 
coinpofitions,  which  unite  the!tafl»b$  the 
feHht-whh  f^*K>w^of  Bagfeofc^jMf 
i \  Gprgoto,  toddiftin»»  Hnd-OhiAcruriiiiiell.. 
^beymi#f  ithe  w*k,  rod  <£{guft,:tNe 
#fett*uiig,fey^2^  tnis-ifliapenibptotfi. 
tiktis>iniWrich,  tritji  'that  tortfjh&uy  *hich 
ferifcs<fo  ftrHdng  a  feature  of  the  ncit^phi* 
bfephy^lhofe:Who  mod  oarwftZy  dealy  the 
UakbortaBifxti  the  foul  aremoft  eager  to 
ittfecdurie  tJhte  machinery  o£ghoft§.  . 
%voThe  msitorifce  s£  the  Freach;fnfidefa  were 
JUtaeyearerkgof  chelated  in  England  *tt*h 
UMomteniBd^ftry  aud  \yk4i-fqme  -effect  >: 
bUt  th^jrpjftia  4«p%  4i>d  good  principles 
bfrfheifer  (great«c  fiart  of  qi#?  .eoHttrrymea 
ttfifted  the4ttaek,  and  rofe  'fupprior^o*the 
tHit  Of/the.xfoatines  and  priftqpte*;  her^ 
gUi^W;td$ithe£re*dfttl  cotitetju&m:^  .not 

#*lie  '4to»Wr# :  Mftfch  ft|1Katfi«d  •  tbt  rjrooogmobflitjr 
*-r'J  only 


ebly  in*  the  uoheppy  ./country  whfcre  tfcqf 
originated  aa&  were  alinoft:  uHJyer&Uy 
adopted,  but  in  every  part;.  9? .  Europe 
where  they  have  been  received,  have  bee* 
fuch  as  to  ferve  as  a  beacon  to  furrounding 
nations,  if  any  warning  can  prgferve  them 
from  deftru&ion.  In  this  .country  d*f 
fubjecfc  is  now  fo  well  ligderftcft^,  that 
every  thing .  that  llfues  jfrpml  the  'Trfhch 
prefs  is  received  yit^jealojiryj  apef^  work* 
on  the  firft  appearance  of  its  exhibiting  the 
doctrines  of  Voltaire  and  iJiJ  affdeiates,  "& 
rejefted  with  indigtiatidn.'   ?J,# ' " 

But  let  «s  Wot''  *6ti  a^uri^dF  this 
viftory  repofe  ii  dohfidrrit  ^d|cli^fity,.,  The 
modern  apoftlefc  tif  ^infidSHty  anfl  tm- 
"morality,  liute'lds  mde^atigaiife'lh  (fit 
perfing  Aeir  perlflac^ia^^&'tWan  d* 
firft  apdttltt Swife  iii  'pfoj&^i^  :gdfpA 
truths,  ftave  Mee&ckm'geb  iffieif  weapdtfs; 
but  Iheyiizri  tiftio  meatfi*  ddRSotifroA 
the  tttta^L  r.Ta'  deftroy>tte^in^e$  bf 
Chriftkmty  iri^hi^flaifl*1  4*Pea**rftrijl* 
^rtfent  moiwftt  <te ,;b£ •  'th(&4ipinfii'4hm 
•Deprived^  the  ttffiftance  cf  the  )Frdhcfc 
-*•"  prefs, 
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prefs,  they  are  now  attempting  to  attain 
their  objedt  under  the  elofe  and  more 
artificial  veil  of  German  literature.  Con. 
fcious  that  religion  and  morals  will  ftand 
or  fall  together,  their  attacks  are  fome- 
tijnes  levelled  againtt  the  one,  and  fome- 
times  againft  the  other.  With  ftrong  oc- 
casional profeffions  of  general  attachment 
to  both  of  thefe,  they  endeavour  to 
jtotereft  the  feelings  of  the  reader,  fome- 
times  in  favour  of  fome  one  particular  vice, 
at  other  times  on  the  fubjeft  of  fome 
one  objeftion  tq  revealed  religion.  Poetry 
as  well  p£  profe,  romance  as  well  as 
hiilory,  waitings  on  philosophical  as  well 
as  on  politica}  fubje£ts,  have  thus  been  em- 
ployed, tp  iflftil  theprxneipies  oillluminatifm* 
while  incredible  pains  :havg  teen  taken  to 
obtain  pjpl^  truncations  of  every  book  which 
,wa$ fypppfed  likely  to  be, of  ufe in  corrupt* 
fog  tl)e  .jjKart  or  m%adipg  the  under* 
ftaii$Un&t.  Jffc  qiany  o(  thefe  tr;anflation& 
certain  holder  pafifag^,  which,  though 
well  ttceited  in  Germany,  voUlct  hay&  $&- 
■"      ,-  cited 
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cited  difguft  in  England,  are  wholly  omit* 
ted,  in  order  that  the  mind  may  be  more 
<  certainly,  though  more  flowly,  prepared 
ftr  die  fell  effeft  bf  the  lame  poifon  to  be 
adminiftered  in  a  ftronger  degree  at  an* 
other  period. 

Let  not  thofe  to  whom  theft  -pages 
are  addreffed  deceive  themfehres  by  fup» 
pofing  this  to  be  a  fable  j  and  let  them 
inquire  moft  ferioufly  whether  I  fpteak 
trdth,  in  aflerrfn£  that  the  attacks  of 
mfidelity  in  Great  Britain  are  at  tjii* 
momest  prfadpatty  dirafted  agalnft  the 
female  brealt  Confdous  of  the  Muefioe 
of  women  in  civil  (bctety,  confdous  of  the 
effect  which  femali  infidelity  produced  in 
Tttncc,  they  attribute  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
their  attempts  uiTrjtKfe  country,  to  thdr 
^aTing-'been5  hitTieWoTcMeBy  addireflerf  to 
the1  ittsfle  foe.  Tliey-are^ow  feduloufly 
labouring  to  deftroy'th*:  religious  Jtftadr 
pfeiof  xromen,  arid  in  \6o many inftances 
Warre^fifeily  Tucce&feih  Pw  this  pur* 
fw&i?  *#only  Wtfttts  *jW  romances  hftVe 
T°  been 
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fej*,-tfh»ll  t#  ftwm^.tf^fyge^-alj 
rftP,ikas*rfewfce*;to  tfes1Walf.^.|bf,r:;:: 
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ififfiitafce  deilck^*^  Men  f  cite 
ri&kr  niaik^flttte*<jfibtiohitt  atrowirtg  their 

cfyft&^ftttfifH&its;  tod  descriptions, c*  whifcft 
"  fhould  not  be  fo  mucfraSttftitofci &fto»£ 
a  them.*  By  atteWag  thdr  minds  to  c6mc 
In  fcohtift  *ri*h  fn€&  eate^kms  tetter, 
they  afrfe  i*fc*ovmbfy  tainting  them  $  and 
By  acknoWfedglhg  that  they  are  adwdty 
Ottivirfaift  trith  foch  .corruptions,  (with 
whatever  itprobarioii  of  the;  aucbor  they 
may  qualify  their  pwufed  ofthe  book,)  they 
art  efecitifig  k  others*  a  taloft  mifchievoua 
curioftty  for  the  feiiieAUihallawed  gratificaw 
fton*.  Thud  they  are :  daily  ditainilhirig  irt 
the  young  tad  th^'lln^d  Ihofe  whatefoWK* 
feruples,  by  which,  ^herf'  a  tender  c<>ft- 
fctence  ceafes  to  be  intrenched,  all  thef 
fubfequent  ftages  of  ruin  are  gradually 
facilitated* 

Wc  have  hitherto  fpoken  only  of  the 
German wir ittngs ;  but.becaufe  there  are 
multitude  who  feldota  read5  equal  paint 
have  been  taken  to  promote  the  fame  obje£t 


through 
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through  the  medium  of  theftage :  and  this 
weapon  is,  of  all  others,  that  agakift  which 
it  is,  at  the  prefent  moment,  the  mod  im* 
portant  to  warn  the  more  inconsiderate  of 
my  countrywomen* 

.  As  a  fpecimen  of  the  German  drama,  it 
may  not  be  unfeafonable  to  offer  a  few 
remarks  on  the  admired  play  of  the 
Stranger.  In  this  piece  the  character  of 
an  adult refs>  which,  in  all  periods  of  the 
world,  ancient  as  well  as  modern,  in  all 
countries,  heathen  as  well  as  chriftian,  has 
hitherto  been  held  in  deteftation,  and  has 
never  been  introduced  but  to  be  repro* 
bated,  is  for  the  firft  time  prefented  to 
our  view  in  the  moft  pleafing  andfafcinat- 
ing  colours.  The  heroine  is  a  woman 
who  forfook  a  hufband  the  moft  affe&ion* 
ate  and  the  moft  amiable,  and  lived  for 
fome  time  in  the  moft  criminal  commerce 
with  her  feducer.  Repenting  at  length  of 
her  crime,  (he  buries  herfelf  in  retirement* 
The  talents  of  the  poet  during  the  whole 
piece  are  exerted  in  attempting  to  render 

this 
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this  woman  the  object  not  only  of  the 
compaflion  and  forgivenefs,  but  of  the 
efteem  and  affection  of  the  audience.  The 
injured  hufband,  convinced  of  his  wife's 
repentance,  forms  a  refolution,  which 
every  man  of  true  feeling  and  christian 
piety  will  probably  approve.  He  forgives 
her  offence,  and  promifes  her  through 
life' his  advice*  prote&ion,  and  fortune, 
together  with  every  thing  which  can  alle- 
viate the  mifery  of  her  fituation,  but  refufes 
to  replace  her  in  the  fituation  of  his  wife. 
But  this  is  not  fufficient  for  the  German 
author.  His  efforts  are  employed,  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  but  too  fuccefsfully,  in 
making  the  audience  confider  the  hufband 
as  an  unrelenting  favage,  while  they  are 
led  by  the  art  of  the  poet  anxioufly  to 
wifh  to  fee  an  adultrefs  reftored  to  that 
rank  of  women  who  have  not  violated  the 
raoft  folemh  covenant  that  can  be  made  with 
man,  nor  difobeyed  one  of  the  mod  pofitive 
laws  which  has  been  enjoined  by  God. 

About 
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About  the  feme  time  that  tins  firft 
attempt  at  teprefeatiog  anariukrefc.  m  aa 
exemplary,  tight  Tvas  made  by  a  German 
dramariflL,  iwhich  forms  an  *ra  ia  man* 
Hers;  a  direft vindication  of  adukerywas 
for  the  fixftttarae  attempted  by  a  woman,  a 
profeffbd.  admirer  and  imitator  of  the 
Ckrman  .fcnckte  :W*rterv  The  Femali 
Winter^  asihe  is  ftyled  by  her  biographer, 
affertj,  in  a  work  intitled  "  The  Wrongs 
*4  of  Woftien^  that  adultery  is.  juftifiable, 
and  that  the  rettrittions  placed  on  if  by 
the  laws  o£  England  constitute  one  of  the 
Wrongs  cf  Women* 

'  And  this  Jeads  me  ta  dwell-  a  little 
longer  on  this  tnoft  deftru&ive  clafs  in  the 
fwhole  Hvide  range  of  modern  corrupters, 
(who! effect  the  mod  defperate  work  of  the 
paffions,  without  fo  much  as  pretending 
to  urge  their  violence  in  extenuation  of 
tjie  guilt  of  indulging  them.  They  folicit 
this  very  indulgence  with  a  fort  of  cold- 
blooded fpeculation,  and  invite  the 
6  reader 


tender  to  the  moft  unbounded  gratifica- 
tions, with  all  thefaturnine  coolnefs  of  a 
geometrical  calculation.  Theirs  is  an  ink 
quity  rather  of  phlegm  than  of  fpirit :  and 
in  the  peftilent  atmofphere  they  raife  about 
them,  as. in  the  infernal  climate  defcribedL 
by  Milton, 

The  parching  air* 
Burns  frore,  and  froft  performs  th*  effed  of  fire. 

iThis  cool,  calculating,  intelleftual  wick* 
ednels  eat*  out  the  very  heart  and  core  of 
virtue,  and  .like  a  deadly  mildew  blights 
and  fhrivels  the  blooming  promife  of  the 
human  fpring.  Its  benumbing  touch  com* 
municates  a  torpid  fluggiihnefs  which  pa* 
ralyzes  the  foul.  It  defcants  on  depravity 
as  .gravely,  and  details  jts  grofleft  ads  as 
frigidly,  as  if  its  obje&  were  to  allay  the  tu- 
mult of  the  paf&ons,  while  it  is  letting  them 
loofe  on  mankind,  by  "  plucking  off  the 
"  muzzle"  of  prefent  reftraint  and  future 

*  *  «  When  the  north-wind  bloweth  it  devoureth  the 
<*  mountains,  and  bumeth  the  wildernefs,  and  confum- 
"  cth  the  grafs  as  fire."     EccluC  xL  20. 

vol.  i. v  e*  account- 
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aeeotmtablcnefs.  The  fyftem  is  a  dire  in- 
ftifton  compounded  of  bold  impiety,  bru- 
tifli  fenfuality,  and  exquifife  folly,  which 
creeping  fatally  about  the  heart,  checks  the 
moral  circulation,  and  totally  ftops  the 
puKe  of  goodnefs  by  the  extinction  of  the 
vital  principle.  Thus  not  only  choaking 
the  dream  of  a&ual  virtue,  but  drying  up 
the  very  fountain  of  future  remorfe  and 
remote  repentance. 

The  ravages  which  fome  of  the  old  of- 
fenders agamft  purity  made  in  the  youth- 
fill  heart,  by  the  exercife  of  a  fervid  but 
licentious  imagination  on  the  paffions, 
vn$  like  the  mifchief  effected  by  floods, 
cataracts,  and  volcano*.  The  defoliation 
fodeed  was  terrible,  and  the  ruin  was  tre- 
mendous :  yet  it  was  a  ruin  which  did 
not  infallibly  preclude  the  poffibility  of  re- 
covery. The  country,  though  deluged  and 
devastated,  was  not  utterly  put  beyond  the 
power  of  restoration.  The  harvefts  indeed 
were  deftroyed,  and  all  was  wide  fterilxty. 
But,  though  the  crops  were  loft,  Hut  feeds 

of 


of  vegetation  were  hot  abfolutely  eradi- 
cated; fo  thaty  after  a  long  and  barren 
blanks  fertility  migbt  finally  return. 

But  tbe  beak  owe  infe&ed  with  this 
newly  medicated  venom,  fubtil  though 
fluggiih  in  its  operation,  refembles  what 
travellers  relate  of  that  blafted  fpot  the, 
dead  lea*  where  thofc  devoted  cities  once 
flood  which  for  their  pollutions  were  burnt . 
with  fire  from  heaven.  It  continues  a 
ftagnant  lake  of  putrifying  waters.  No 
wholefome  blade  ever  more  (hoots  up;  the 
air  is  fo  tainted  that  no  living  thing  fubfifts 
within  its  influence.  Near  the  fulphureous 
pool  the  very  principle  of  life  is  anni- 
hilated.— All  is  death, 

Death,  unrepeakble,  eternal  death  I 

But  let  us  take  comfort.  Thefe  projeds 
are  not  yet  generally  realifed.  Thefe 
atrocious  principles  are  not  yet  adopted 
into  common  practice.  Though  corruptions 
fetm  with  a  confluent  tide  to  be  pouring 
in  upon  us  from  every  quarter,  yet  there 
is  ftili  left  aaftong  Us  a  dtfcrimkating  judg* 
s  2  ment. 
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ment  Clear  and  ftrongly  masked  dif* 
tin&ions  between  right  and  wrong  ftili 
fubfift.  While. we  continue  to  cherHk 
this  fanity  of  mind,  the  cafe  is  not  defpe- 
rate.  Though  that  crime* .  the  growth  of 
which  always  exhibits  the  moft  irrefragable 
proof  of  the  diflblutenefo  of  public  man* 
ners ;  though  that  crime,  which  cuts  up 
order  and  virtue  by  the  roots,  and  violates 
the  fanftity  of  vows,  is  awfully  increasing, 

1  'Till  fenates  feem, 

For  purpofes  of  empire  lefa  conven'd 
xThan  to  releafe  the  aduk'refs  from  her  bonds; 

yet,  thanks  to  the  furviving  efficacy  of 
a  holy  religion,  to  the  operation  of  vir- 
tuous laws,  and  to  the  energy  and  unfhaken 
integrity  with  which  thefe  laws  are  now 
adminiftercd  ;  and,  moft  of  all  perhaps,  to 
a  ftandard  of  morals  which  continues 
in  force,  when  the  principles  which 
fanttioned  it  are  no  more;  this  crime, 
in  the  female  fez  at  leaft,  is  ftill  held 
in  juft  abhorrence ;  if  it  be  pra&fed,  it  is 

not  honourable;  if  it  be  committed,  it 

• 
is 
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Is  not  jufttfied;  we  do  not  yet  £ffe&'  I* 
palliate  its  turpitude ; j  assert  it [  hides  life 
♦abhorred  head  in  lurking  privacy ;  aiii 
reprobation  hitherto  folldto  its  publicity.  5 

But  tiri  your  exertihg  your  influence, 
with  juft  application  and  iricreafirig  energ^, 
may  ia  no  bdali  degree  depend*  whdtH* 
this  corruption  'fhall  ft 31  continue  to  be 
refitted.  For;  from  adtfnrmgto  adopting, 
the  ftep  is  fhdrt,  and  the  progfefs  rapid  *; 
and  it  is  in  the  moral  as  in  the  natural 
world ;  the  motion,  in  the  cafe  of  minds 
as  well  as  of  bodies,  is  accelerated  as  they 
approach  the  centre  to  which  they  aife 
tending.  ' 

O  ye  to  whom  this  addrefs  is  particu- 
larly dire&ed!  an  awful  charge  is,  fti 
-  this  inftance,  committed  to  your  hands ; 
as  you  difcharge  it  or  fhrink  from  if, 
you  promote  or  injure 'the  honour  of 
your  daughters'  arid  the  happinefs  of 
-your  fons,  of  both  which  you  are  the 
i-depofitaries.  And,  while  you  refolutdy 
petfertre*  hi  making  a  ftand  againft  the 
'+-  e  3  encroach- 
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encroachments  of  this  crime,  fuffcr  not 
your  firmnefe  to  be  ihaken  by.  that  a£> 
fe&ation  of  charity,  ijhich  is  growing  into 
a  general  fubftitute  for  principle*.  Abufe 
not  fo  noble  a  quality  as  Christian  can- 
dour,  by  mifemploying  it  in  inftances 
to  which  it  does  not  apply*  Pity  the 
wretched  woman  you  dare  not;  coun» 
tenance  j  and  blefs  him  who  has  **  made 
<c  you  to  differ."  If  unhappily  (he  be 
your  relation  or  friend,  anxioufly  watch 
for  the  period  when  &e  fhall  be  deferted 
by  her  betrayer;  and  fee  if,  by  your 
Qiriftian  offices,  (he  can  be  {patched  from 
a  perpetuity  of  vice.  But  if,  thrpugh  the 
.Pivine  bteffing  on  your  patient  endeavours, 
fhe  (hould  ever  be  awakened  to  remorfe, 
be  not  anxious  to  reftpre  (he  forlorn 
.  penitent  to  that  fociefy  agabaft  yhofe  laws 
fhe  has  fo  grievoufly  offended,  and  re- 
member that  her  foliating  fuch  a  reftora* 
tion,  furnifhes.  but  too  plain  a  proof  that 
fhe  is  not  the  penitent  your  partiality  would 
believe}  fince  penitence  is  more  anxious 

to 
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xo  make  its  peace  with  Heaven  than  with 
the  world.  Joyfully  would  a  truly  contrke 
.  fpirit  commute  an  earthly  for  an  everlaft- 
ing  reprobation  J  To  reftore  a  criminal  to 
public  fociety,  is  perhaps  to  tempt  her  to 
repeat  her  crime,  or  to,  deaden  her  repeal- 
ance  for  having  committed  it,  as  well  as  ta 
injure  that  fociety  ;  while  to  reftore  a 
(bayed  foul  to  God  will  add  luftre  to  your 
Chriftian  chara&er,  and  brighten  your 
eternal  crown. 

In  the  mean  time,  there  are  other  evils, 
ultimately,  perhaps  tending  to  this,  into 
which  we  are  falling,  through  that  fort  of 
fafhionable  candour  which,  as  was  hinted 
above,  is  among  the  mifchievous  chara&er- 
jftics  of  the  prefent  day  ;  of  which  period 
perhaps  it  is  not  the  fmalleft  evil,  that  vices 
are  made  to  look  fo  like  virtues,  and  are  lb 
affimilated  to  them,  that  it  requires  watclv 
fulnefs  and  judgment  fufficiently  to  analyze 
and  discriminate.  There  are  certain  women 
of  good  faihion  who  praftife  irregularities 
DPt  confident  with  the  ftridnefs  of  virtue j 
*  4  while 
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tvhile  their  good  fenfe  and  knowledge  of 
the  world  make  them  at  the  fame  time 
keenly  aiive  to  the  Value  of  reputation. 
They  want  to  retain  their  indulgences, 
without  quite  forfeiting  their  credit ;  but 
finding  their  fame  fad  declining,  they  art- 
fully cling,  by  flattery  and  markeid  atten- 
tions, to  a  few  perfons  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary charafterj  and  thuf,  till  they  are 
driven  to  let  go  their  hold,  continue  to 
prop  a  falling  fame. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  not  want- 
ing women  of  diftin&ion,  of  very  correft 
general  conduct,  and  of  no  ordinary  fenfe 
and  virtue,  who,  confiding  with  a  high 
mind  on  what  they  too  confidently  call 
ibe  integrity  of  their  own  hearts  ;  anxious 
to  deferve  a  good  fame  on  the  one 
hand,  by  a  fife  free  from  reproach,  yet 
fecretly  too  'defirous  on  the  other  of 
fecui^ng  a  worldly  and  fafliionable  re- 
putation ;  while  their  general  aflbciates 
are  perfons  of  honour,  and  their  gene- 
ral refort  places  of  fafety  j  yet  allow  them* 

felve$ 
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felres  to  be  occafionally1  prefent  at  the 
midnight  orgies  of  revelry  and  gaming^ 
in  houfes  of  no  honourable  eftimation$ 
and  thus  help  to  keep  up  characters, 
which,  without  their  fuftaining  hand, 
would  fink  to  their  juft  level  of  contempt 
and  reprobation.  While  they  are  hold- 
ing  out  this  plank  to  a  drowning  repud- 
iation, rather,  k  is  to  be  feared,  (hewing 
their  own  ftrength  than  affifling  an- 
other's weaknefs,  they  value  themfelves, 
perhaps,  on  not  partaking  of  the  worft 
parts  of  the  amufements  which  may  be 
carrying  on;  but  they  fan&ion  them  by 
their  prefencej  they  lend  their  counte- 
nance to  corruptions  they  fhould  abhor, 
and  their  example  to  the  young  and  inex- 
perienced, who  are  looking  about  for 
fome  fuch  fanftion  to  juftify  them  in 
that  to  which  they  were  before  inclined, 
but  were  too  timid  to  have  ventured  upon 
without  the  proteftion  of  fuch  unfullied 
names.  Thus  thefe  refpeftable  charafters, 
without  looking  to  the  general  confe- 
rences 
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quences  of  their  indifcretion,  are  thought- 
Jefsly  employed  in  breaking  down,  as  it 
were,  the  broad  fence  which  fhould  ever 
ieparate  two  very  different  forts  of  focicty, 
and  are  becoming  a  kind  of  unnatural  link 
between  vice  and  virtue* 

There  is  a  grofs  deception  which  even 
perfons  of  reputation  praclifc  on  them- 
felves.  They  loudly  condemn  vice  and 
irregularity  as  an  abftraS  principle j  nay, 
they  ftigmatize  them  in  perfons  of  an  op* 
pofite  party,  or  in  thofe  from  whom  they 
themfelves  have  no  profpeft  of  perfonal 
advantage  or  amufement,  and  in  whom 
therefore  they  have  no  particular  intereft 
to  tolerate  evil,  But  the  fame  diforderg 
are  viewed  without  abhorrence  when  prac- 
tiled  by  thofe  who  in  any  Way  minifter  to 
their  pleafures.  Refined  entertainments, 
luxurious  decorations,  felett  rnufic,  whatr 
ever  furniflies  any  delight  rare  and  exquir 
fite  to  the  fenfes,  thefe  foften  the  feverity 
of  criticifm;  thefe  palliate  fins,  varjiifh 
over  the  flaws  of  a  broken  character,  and 

Ptfon 
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extort  not  panlon  merely,  but  juftifi- 
carion,  countenance,  intimacy !  The  more 
relpe&able  will  not,  perhaps,  go  sill  the 
length  of  vindicating  the  difreputable  vice, 
but  they  affed  to  difbelievfe  its  exiftence 
in  the  individual  inftance ;  or,  failing  m 
this,  they  will  bury  its  acknowledged  tur- 
pitude in  the  feducing  qualities  of  the 
agreeable  delinquent*  Talents  of  every 
kind  are  considered  as  a  commutation  for 
a  few  vices,  and  fuch  are  made  a  paflfport 
to  introduce  into  honourable  fociety  cha- 
racters whom  their  profligacy  ought  to  ex- 
clude from  it. 

But  the  great  objeft  to  which  you  who 
are,  or  may  be  mothers,  are  more  efpe- 
cially  called,  is  the  education  of  your 
children,  If  we  are  refponfible  for  the 
ufe  of  influence  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  over 
whom  we  have  no  immediate  control,  in 
die  cafe  of  our  children  we  are  refponfible 
for  the  exercife  of  acknowledged  power  : 
a  power  wide  in  its  extent,  indefinite  in  its 
Cfjfe&s,  apd  incftmabl?  in  its  importance. 

On 
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•On  .you,  .depend  in  no  fmall  degree  the 
principles  of  the  whole  rifing  generation* 
3b  your  direction  the  daughters  are 
jrimoft  exclufarely  committed ;  and  until  a 
pertain  age;  to  you  alio  is  configned  the 
jpaighty,  privilege  of  forming  the  hearts 
apod  minds  of  your  infant  ions.  By  the 
Jjfcfiing  of  Qqd  on  the  principle*  you 
/hall,  as  far  as.it  depends ,an  yoa,  infufe 
into  both  fons  and  daughters,  they  will 
Jiereafrer  "  arife  and  call  you  bleffed." 
^nd  in  the  great  day  of  general  account, 
paay  every  Chriftian  mother  be  enabled 
through  divine  grace  to  fay,  with  humble 
jpopfidence,  to  her  Maker  and  Redeemer, 
^  Behold  the  children  whoiji  thou  haft 
f*  given  me  !"  ; .     ; 

Chriftianity,  driven  out  from  the  reft 
pf  the  world,  has  (till,  bleffed  be  God ! 
,?  "  ftrong  hold''  in  this  country.  And 
though  it  be  the  fpecial  duty  of  the  ap- 
pointed "  watchman,  now  that  he  feeth 
44  the  fword  come  upon,  the  land,  to 
.*'  blow  .the  trumpet  and  .warn  the  pepple, 
.  -•  "  which 
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€C  which  if  he  neglect  to  do,  their  blood 
"  (hall  be  required  of  the  watchman** 
"  hand*:"  yet,  in. thi^  /acred  garrifon, 
impregnable  but  by  negle£ty  you  too  have 
an  awful  •.  pbft,  that^  of  ■  arming "  the 
minds  of  the  wfirig  generation  with  .Jbe 
«*  fhield  of  fiutfi,  rwhereby  they  (ball  be 
"  able  to  quench  th«  fiery  darts  of  the 
"  wicked;"  that  of  girding  them  wify 
"  that  fword  of  the  Spirit  which  is  tfie 
«  word  of  God."  rff  you  negleft  this 
your  bounden  duty,  you  will  have  effec- 
tually contributed  to  expel  Chriftianity 
from  her  laft  citadel.  And,  remember, 
that  the  dignity  of  the  work  to  which  you 
are  called,  is  no  lefs  than  that  of  preferv- 
ing  the  ark  of  the  Lord. 

#  Ezekid,  xxxiii.  6. 
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Qn  tie  education  of  women.— -The  prevailing 
Jyjiem  tend*  to  ejiablijh  the  errors  which 
it  ought  to  correct.— Dangers  drifmg'frvm 
.  anexcejfvoe  cultivation  eftbe  arts* 

It  is  far  from  being  the  obje£fc  of  thii 
flight  work  to  offer  a  regular  plan  of 
female  education,  a  talk  which  has  been 
often  more  properly  affujned  by  far  abler 
writers ;  but  it  is  intended  rather  to  fug* 
geft  a  few  remarks  on  the  reigning  mode, 
which,  though  it  has  had  many  panegy- 
rifts,  appears  to  be  defeftive,  not  only  in  a 
few  particulars,  but  as  a  general  fyftem. 
There  are  indeed  numberlefs  honourable 
exceptions  to  an  obfervation  which  will  be 
thought  fevere ;  yet  the  author  queftions 
if  it  be  not  the  natural  and  direft  tendency 
of  the  prevailing  and  popular  fyftem,  to 
excite  and  promote  thofe  very  defe&s 
4  which 
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which  it  ought  to  be  the  main  end  and 
objeft  of  Chriftian  education  to  remove  $ 
whether,  inftead  of  dire&ing  this  important 
engine  to  attack  and  deftroy  vanity,  fclfijb* 
ne/sy  and  inconfiderat'wn,  that  triple  alliance 
in  drift  and  conftant  league  againft  female 
virtue;  the  combined  powers  of  inftrudion 
are  not  feduloufly  confederated  in  coin 
firming  their  ftrength  and  eftablifhing  their 
empire?    • 

If  indeed  the  material  fubftance,  if  the 
body  and  limbs,  with  the  organs  and 
fenfes,  be  really  the  more  valuable  obje&s 
of  attention,  then  there  is  little  room  for 
animadverfion  and  improvement.  But  if 
the  immaterial  and  immortal  mind ;  if  the 
heart,  "  out  of  which  are  the  iffues  of 
44  life,"  be  the  main  concern;  if  the 
great  bufinefs  of  education  be  to  implant 
ideas,  to  communicate  knowledge,  to  form 
a  correct  tafte  and  a  found  judgment,  to 
refift  evil  propenfities,  and,  above  all,  to 
feize  the  favourable  feafon  for  infufing  prin-r 
ciples  and  confirming  habits j  if  education 

be 
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be  a  fchool  to  fit  us  for  life,  and  fife  be  a 
fchool  to  fit  us  for  eternity  ;  if  fuch,  I  re-» 
peat  it,  be  the  chief  work  and  grand  ends  of 
education,  it  may  then  be  worth  inquiring 
how  far  thefe  ends  are  likely  to  be  effe&ed 
by  the  prevailing  fyftenu 

Is  it  not  a  fundamental  error  to  confider 
children  as  innocent  beings,  whofe  little 
Weakneffes  may  perhaps  want  fome  cor* 
reftion,  rather  than  as  beings  who  bring 
into  the  world  a  corrupt  nature  and  evil 
difpofirions,  which  it  fhould  be  the  great 
end  of  education  to  re&ify  ?  .  This  appears 
to  be  fuch  a  foundation-truth,  that  if 
I  were  afked  what  quality  is  moft  im- 
portant in  an  inftru&or  of  youth,  I  fhould 
not  hefitate  to  reply,  fuch  a  firong  im- 
prefjion  of  the  corruption  of  our  nature,,  as 
fhould  infure  a  difpofition  to  counteraEt  it ; 
together  with  fuch  a  deep  view  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  human  hearty  as  fhould 
be  nece/faryfor  developing  and  controlling  its 
mq/lfecret  and  complicated  workings*  And 
let  us  remember  that  to  know  the  world* 
15  as 
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&*  it  is  called,  that  is,  to  know  its  local 
manners,  temporary  ufages,  and  evanefcent 
fefhions,  is  nottzrfatow  human  nature :  and 
that  where  this  prime  knowledge  is  want- 
ing, thofe  natural  evils  which  ought  to  be 
countera&ed  will  be  foftered. 

Vanity,  for  inftance,  is  reckoned  among 
the  light  and  venial  errors  of  youth j  nay, 
So  hi  from  being  treated  as  a  dangerous 
enemy,  it  is  often  called  in  as  an  auxiliary. 
At  word,  it  is  confidered  as  a  harmlefs 
weaknefs,  which  fubtratts  little  from  the 
value  of  a  character ;  as  a  natural  effer- 
vefcence,  which  will  fubfide  of  itfelf,  when 
the  firft  ferment  of  the  youthful  paffions 
fhall  have  done  working.     But  thofe  know 
little  of  the  conformation,  of  the  human 
and  efpecially  of  the  female  heart,  who 
fancy  that  vanity  is  ever  exhaufted,  by  the 
mere  operation  of  time  and  events.     Let 
thofe  who  maintain  this  opinion  look  into 
our  places  of  public  refort,  and  there  be- 
hold if  the  ghoft  of  departed  beauty  is  not 
to  its  laft  flitting  fond  of  haunting  the 
vol.  1.  f  fcenes 
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fcenes  of  its  paft  pleafures ;  the  foul*  un- 
willing (if  I  may  borrow  an  alltjfion  from 
the  Platonic  mythology)  to  quit  the* (pot 
in  which  the  body  enjoyed  its  former 
delights,  {till  continues  to  hover  about  the 
fame  place,  though  the  fame  pleafures  are 
no  longer  to  be  found  there.  Difeppoint- 
ments  indeed  may  divert  vanity  into  a 
new  direction j  prudence  may  prevent  it 
from  breaking  out  into  exceffes,  and  age 
may  prove  that  it  is  "  vexation  of  fpirit  j° 
but  neither  difappointment,  prudence,  not 
age  can  cure  it ;  for  they  do  not  correct 
the  principle.  Nay,  the  very  difappoint* 
ment  itfelf  ferves  as  a  painful  evidence  of 
its  protra&ed  exiftencc. . 

Since  then  there  is  3  feafon  when  the 
youthful  mufl;  ceafe  to  be  young,  an4  th* 
beautiful  to  excite  admiration }  to  team  bofr 
to  .grow  old  gracefully  is  perhaps  oneof  thfl 
tared  and  mod:  valuable  arts  which  can  fa 
taught  to  woman.  It  is  for  this  fobcr  fta* 
fbn  of  life  that  education  fhouid  lay  up  ita 
rich  refources.    However  disregarded  th$y 

may 


O*  WOM&K*  67 

may  hitherto  have  been,  they  will  be 
wanted  bow.  When  admirers  faJl  away, 
4&d  flatterers  become  mute,  the  mind  will 
be  driven  to  retire  into  itfelf,  and  if  it  find 
no  entertainment  at  home,  it  will  be  driven 
back  again  upon  the  world  with  increafed 
force.  Yet  forgetting  this,  do  we  not 
feem  to  educate  our  daughters,  exclufively, 
for  the  tranfient  period  of  youth,  when  it 
is  to  maturer  life  we  ought  to  advert? 
Dot  we  not  educate  them  for  a  crowd, 
forgetting  that  they  are  to  live  at  home  ? 
for  the  world,  and  not  for  themfelves  ?  for 
(how,  and  not  for  ufe  ?  for  time,  and  not 
for  eternity  ? 

*  Vanity  (and  the  fame  may  be  (aid  of 
felfifhneb)  is  not  to  be  refilled  like  any 
other  vice,  which  is  fpmetimes  bufy  and 
fometimes  quiet ;  it  is  not  to  be  attacked 
as  a  Angle  fault,  which  is  indulged  in 
opposition  to  a  (ingle  virtue;  but  it  is 
uniformly  to  be  controlled,  as  an  a&ive,  a 
reftlefs,  a  growing  principle,  at  conftant 
war  with  all  the  Chriftian  graces ;  ^hich 
f  2  not 
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not  only  mixes  itfelf  with  all  our  fault*/ 
but  infmuates  itfelf  into  all  our  virtue* 
too  j  and  will,  if  not  checked  effectually, 
rob  our  bed  actions  of  their  reward. 
Vanity,  if  I  may  ufe  the  analogy,  is,  with 
refpett  to  the  other  vices,  what  feeling 
is  in  regard  to  the  other  fenfes $  it  is  not 
confined  in  its  operation  to  the  eye,  or  the 
ear,  or  any  fingle  organ,  but  diffufed 
through  the  whole  being,  alive  in  every 
part,  awakened  and  communicated  by  the 
flighted  touch. 

Not  a  few  of  the  evils  of  the  prefent  day 
arife  from  a  new  and  perverted  application 
of  terms  ;  among  thefe,  perhaps,  there  is 
hot  one  more  abufed,  mifunderftood,  or 
mifapplied,  than  the  term  accomplijhmenU. 
This  Word  in  its  original  meaning  fignifies 
cpmpletencfs,  perfection.  But  I  may  fafely 
appeal  to  the  obfervation  of  mankind,, 
whether  they  do  not  meet  with  fwarms  of 
youthful  females,  iffuing  from  our  board- 
ing fchools,  as  well  as  emerging  from  the 
more  private  fcenes  of  domeftic  education* 
14  who 
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vbo  are  introduced  into  the  world,  under 
the  broad  and  univerfal  title  of  accomplijhed 
young  ladies y  of  all  of  whom  it  cannot  very 
truly  and  corre&ly  be  pronounced,  that 
they  illuftrate  the  definition  by  a  complete- 
nets  which  leaves  nothing  to  be  added,  and 
a  perfection  which  leaves  nothing  to  be 
defired. 

This  phrenzy  of  accomplishments,  un- 
happily, is  no  longer  reftritted  within  the 
ufual  limits  of  rank  and  fortune ;  the 
middle  orders  have  caught  the  contagion, 
and  it  rages  downward  with  increaflng 
and  deftru&ive  violence,  from  the  elegantly 
drefled  but  flenderly  portioned  curate's 
daughter,  to  the  equally  fafliionable  daugh- 
ter of  the  little  tradefman,  and  of  the  more 
opulent  but  not  more  judicious  farmer. 
And  is  it  not  obvious,  that  as  far  as  this 
epidemical  mania  has  fpread,  this  very  va- 
luable part  of  fociety  is  declining  in  ufe- 
fiilnefs,  as  it  rifes  in  its  unlucky  pretentions 
to  elegance  ?  till  this  rapid  revolution  of  - 
the  manners  of  the  middle  clafs  has  fp  % 
f  3  altered 
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•altered  the  chara&er  of  the  age,  fes  to  hi  in 
danger  of  rendering  obfolete  the  heretofore 
common  faying*  "  that  moft  worth  and 
"  virtue  are  to  be  found  in  the  middle  ft*- 
"  don."  For  I  do  not  fcruple  to  aflert, 
that  in  general,  as  far  as  my  little  ohfexw 
vation  has  extended,  this  clafs  of  females, 
in  what  relates  both  to  religious  knowledge 
and  to  practical  induftry,  falls  fhort  both 
of  the  very  high  and  the  very  low.  Theft 
anew  courfe  of  education,  and  the  habits  of 
life  and  elegance  of  drefs  connected  with  it, 
peculiarly  unfits  them  for  the  a&ive  duties 
of  their  own  very  important  condition ; 
while,  with  frivolous  eagernefs,  and  fecond- 
hand  opportunities,  they  run  to  fnatch 
a  few  of  thofe  fliowy  acquirements  which 
decorate  the  great.  This  is  done  appa- 
rently with  one  or  other  of  thefe  views  \ 
either  to  make  their  fortune  by  marriage, 
or  if  that  foil,  to  qualify  them  to  become 
teachers  of  others:  hence  the  abundant 
multiplication  of  fuperficial  wives,  and 
of  incompetent  and  illiterate  governefles. 
i  The 
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The  ufe  of  the  pencil,  the  performance  of 
exquifite  but  unneceffary  works,  the  ftudy 
of  foreign  languages  and  of  mufic,  require 
(with  fome  exceptions  which  fhould 
always  be  made  in  favour  of  great  natural 
genius)  a  degree  of  leifure  which  belongs 
exclusively  to  affluence*.  One  ufe  of 
learning  languages  is,  not  that  we  may 
know  what  the  terms  which  exprefs  the 
articles  of  our  drefs  and  our  table  are  called 
in  French  or  Italian;  not  that  we  may 
think  over  a  few  ordinary  phrafes  in  Eng- 
lith,  and  then  tranflate  them,  without  one 
foreign  idiom  j  for  he  •  who  cannot  think 
in  a  language  cannot  be.faid  to  underftand 
it :  but  the  great  ufe  of  acquiring  any  foreign 
language  is,  either  that  it  enables  us  oc- 
casionally to  converfe  with  foreigners,  unac- 
quainted with  any  other,  or  that  it  is  a  key 
to  the  literature  of  the  country  to  which  it 

*  Thofe  among  the  daft  in  queftion,  whofe  own 
good  fenfe  leads  them  to  avoid  thefe  mi  flak  en  pur* 
fuittf,  cannot  be  offended  at  a  reproof  which  does  not 
belong  to  them, 

f  4  belongs; 
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belongs ;  and  thofe  humbler  females,  the 
chief  part  of  whofe  time  is  required  for  do- 
medic  offices,  are  little  likely  to  fall  in  the 
way  of  foreigners;  and  fo  far  from  enjoying 
opportunities  for  the  acquifition  of  foreign 
literature,  they  have  feldom  time  to  pofief* 
themfelves  of  all  that  valuable  knowledge 
which  the  books  of  their  own  country  fo 
abundantly  furnifli ;  and  the  acquifition  of 
which  would  be  fo  much  more  ufeful  and 
honourable  than  the  paltry  acceffions  they 
make,  by  hammering  out  the  meaning  of  a 
few  paflages  in  a  tongue  they  but  imper- 
fectly underftand,  and  of  which  they  are 
likely  to  make  no  ufe. 

It  would  be  well  if  the  reflection  how 
eagerly  this  redundancy  of  accomplifh- 
ments  is  feized  on  by  their  inferiors,  were 
to  operate  as  in  the  cafe  of  other  abfurd 
fafhions ;  the  rich  and  great  being  feldom. 
brought  to  renounce  any  mode  or  cuftom, 
from  the  mere  confideration  that  it  is  pre- 
pofterpus,  or,  that  it  is  wrong ;  while  they 
are  frightened  into  its  immediate  relinquifli- 

ment, 
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ment,  from  the  prefiing  confideration  that 
the  vulgar  are  beginning  to  adopt  it. 

But,  to  return  to  that  more  elevated, 
and,  on  account  of  their  more  extended 
influence  only,  that  more  important  clafs 
of  females,  to  whofe  life  this  little  work 
is  more  immediately  'dedicated.      Some 
popular  authors,  on  the  fubjed  of  female 
mftru&ion,  had  for  a  time  eftablilhed  a 
fantaftic  code  of  artificial  manners.     They 
had     refined     elegance    into    infipidity, 
frittered  down  delicacy  into  frivoloufnefs, 
and  reduced  manner  into  minauderie.     But 
"  to  lifp,  and  to  amble,  and  to  nick-name 
"  God's  creatures,"  has  nothing  to  do 
with  true  gentlenefs  of  mind ;  and  to  be 
filly  makes  no  neceffary  part  of  foftnefs. 
Another   tlafs    of   cotempprary    authors 
tinned  all  the  force  of  their  talents  to  ex- 
cite emotions j  to  infpire  fentiment,  and  to  re- 
duce all  mental  and  moral  excellence  into 
fympatby  zad  feeling.    Thefe  fofter  qualities 
were  elevated  at  the  expence  of  principle ; 
and  young  women  were  inceflantly  hearing 

unqualified 
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unqualified  fenfibility  extolled  as  the  per* 
fe&ion  of  their  nature;  till  thofe  who 
really  poffeffed  this  amiable  quality,  inftead 
of  dire&ing,  and  chaftifing,  and  reftrain- 
ing  it,  were  in  danger  of  foftering  it  to 
their  hurt,  and  began  to  confider  them- 
fehres  as  deriving  their  excellence  from  its 
excefsj  while  thofe  lefs  interefting  damfcls, 
tvho  happened  not  to  find  any  of  this  ami- 
able fenfibility  in  their  hearts,  but  thought 
it  creditable  to  have  it  fomewhere,  fancied 
its  feat  was  in  the  nerves;  and  here 
indeed  it  was  eafily  found  or  feigned ; 
till  a  falfe  and  exceflive  difplay  of  feeling 
became  fo  predominant,  as  to  bring  in 
queftion  the  aftual  exiftence  of  that  true 
tenderneft,  without  which,  though  a 
woman  may  be  worthy,  (he  can  never  be 
amiable. 

Fafhion  then,  by  one  of  her  fudden 
and  rapid  turns,  inftantancoufly  flruck  out 
both  real  fenfibility  and  the  afl'e&ation  of  it 
from  the  (landing  lift  of  female  perfe&ions; 
and,  by  a  quick  touch  of  her  magic  wand, 

<     fhifted 
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fhifted  the  fcene,  and  at  once  produced 
the  bold  and  independent  beauty,  the 
intrepid  female,  the  hoyden,  the  huntrefs, 
and  the  archer}  the  fwinging  arms,  the 
confident  addrefs,  the  regimental,  and 
the  four-in-hand.  Such  felf-complacent 
heroines  made  us  ready  to  regret  their 
fofter  predecefiors,  who  had  aimed  only  at 
pleading  the  other  fex,  while  thefe  afpiring 
fair  ones  ftruggled  for  the  bolder  renown 
of  rivalling  them;  the  projeft  failed; 
for,  whereas  the  former  had  fued  for  ad- 
miration,  the  latter  challenged,  feized, 
compelled  it;  but  the  men,  as  was  natu- 
ral, continued  to  prefer  the  more  modefl 
claimant  to  the  fturdy  competitor. 

It  were  well  if  we,  who  have  the  advaiw 
toge  of  contemplating  the  errors  of  the 
two  extremes,  were  to  look  for  truth  where 
flie  is  commonly  to  be  found,  in  the  plain 
and  obvious  middle  path,  equally  remote 
from  each  excefe ;  and,  while  we  bear  in 
mind  that  helpleflhefs  is  not  delicacy,  let 
ps  alfo  remember  that  mafculine  manners 
do  not  necefiarily  include    ftrength    of 

charatter 


j6  ON    THE   EDUCATION 

chara&er  nor  vigour  of  intellett.  Should 
*  we  not  reflett  alfo,  that  we  are  neither 
to  train  up  Amazons  nor  Circaffians,  but 
that  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  form  Chriftians  ? 
that  we  have  to  educate  not  only  rational, 
but  accountable  beings  ?  and,  remember- 
ing this,  fhould  we  not  be  folicitous  to  let 
our  daughters  learn  of  the  well-taught,  and 
aflbciate  with  the  well-bred  ?  In  training 
them,  fhould  we  not  carefully  cultivate  in- 
tellett,  implant  religion,  and  cherifh  mo- 
deity?  Then,  whatever  is  engaging  in 
manners  would  be  the  natural  refult  of 
whatever  is  juft  in  fentiment,  and  correft 
in  principle  ;  foftnefs  would  grow  out  of 
humility,  and  external  delicacy  would 
fpring  from  purity  of  heart :  then  the  de- 
corums, the  proprieties,  the  elegancies,  and 
even  the  graces,  as  far  as  they  are  fimple, 
pure,  and  honed,  would  follow  as  an  almoft 
inevitable  confequence ;  for  to  follow  in 
the  train  of  the  Chriftian  virtues,  and  not 
to  take  the  lead  of  them,  is  the  proper 
place  which  religion  afligns  to  the 
graces. 

Whether 
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Whether  we  have  made  the  beft  ufe  of 
the  errors  of  our  predeceffors,  and  of  our 
own  numberlefs  advantages,  and  whether 
the  prevailing  fyftem  be  really  confiftent 
with  found  policy,  true  tafte,  or  Chriftiart 
principle,  it  may  be  worth  our  while  to 
inquire. 

Would  not  a  ftranger  be  led  to  imagine 
by  a  view  of  the  reigning  mode  of  female 
education,  that  human  life  confided  of  one 
uuiverfal  holiday,  and  that  the  grand  con- 
teft  between  the  feveral  competitors  was, 
who  fhould  be  mod  eminently  qualified  to 
excel,  and  carry  off  the  prize,  in  the 
various  ihows  and  games  which  were 
intended  to  be  exhibited  in  it  ?  And  to 
the  exhibitors  themfelves,  Would  he  not 
be  ready  to  apply  Sir  Francis  Bacon's 
obfervation  on  the  Olympian  vittors,  that 
they  were  fo  Excellent  in  thefe  unneceflary 
things,  that*  their  perfection  mull  needs 
have  been,  acquired  by  the  negleft  of 
whatever  was  necefTary  ? 

What 
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What  would  the  polifhed  Addiftm,  who 
thought  that  one  great  end  of  a  lady's 
learning  to  dance  was,  that  fhe  might 
know  how  to  fit  (till  gracefully;  wh*t 
would  even  the  Pagan  hiftoriaa  *  of  the 
great.  Roman  confpirator,  who  could 
commemorate  it  among  the  defe&s  of  hi* 
hero's  accomplijhed  miflrefs,  "  that  flie  was 
cc  too  good  a  finger  and  dancer  for  a 
<c  virtuous  woman  jM — what  would  thefe 
refined  critics  have  faid,  had  they  lived  as 
we  have  done,  to  fee  the  art  of  dancing 
lifted  into  fuch  importance,  that  it  cannot 
with  any  degree  of  fafety  be  confided  to 
one  inftru&or,  but  a  whole  train  of 
fucceffive  mailers  are  confidered  as  abfo* 
lutely  effential  to  its  perfection  ?  What 
would  thefe  accurate  judges  of  female 
manners  have  faid,  to  fee  a  modeft  young 
lady  firft  delivered  into  the  hands  of  a 
military  ferjeant  to  inftruft  her  in  the 
feminine  art  of  marching  ?  and  when  this 

*   Salluft. 

delicate 
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delicate  acquifition  is  attained,  to  fee  her 
transferred  to  a  profeffor,  who  is  to  teach 
her  the  Scotch  fteps ;  which  profefTor, 
having  communicated  his  indifpenfable 
portion  of  this  indifpenfable  art,  makes 
way  for  the  profeffor  of  m  French  dances  } 
and  all  perhaps,  in  their  turn,  either  yield 
to,  or  have  the  honour  to  co-operate  with, 
a  finifiriag  matter ;  each  probably  receiv- 
ing a  (Upend  which  would  make  the  pious 
curate  or  the  learned  chaplain  rich  and 
happy? 

The  fcience  of  mufic,  which  ufed  to 
be  communicated  in  fo  competent  a  de- 
gree to  a  young  lady  by  qjie  able  inftrufitor, 
is  now  diftributed  among  a  whole  band. 
She  now  requires,  not  a  matter,  but  an 
orcheftra.  And  my  country  readers  would 
accufe  me  of  exaggeration  were  I  to  hazard 
enumerating  the  variety  pf  mufical  teachers 
who  attend  at  the  fame  time  in  the  fame  fa* 
mily;  the  daughters  of  which  are  fum- 
moned,  by  at  lead  as  many  inftruments  as 
the  fubjefts  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  to  worfhip 

the 
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the  idol  which  fofliion  has  fet  up/  They 
would  be  incredulous  were  I  to  produce 
real  inftances,  in  which  the  delighted  mo- 
ther has  been  heard  to  declare,  that  the 
tifits  of  mafters  of  every  art,  and  the  dif- 
ferent matters  for  various  gradations  of  the 
fame  art,  followed  each  other  in  fuch  clofe 
and  rapid  fucceffion  during  the  whole  Lon- 
don refidence,  that  her  girls  had  not  a  mo- 
ment's interval  to  look  into  a  book ;  nor 
could  (he  contrive  any  method  to  introduce 
one,  till  fhe  happily  devifed  the  fcheme  of 
reading  to  them  herfelf  for  half  an  hour 
while  they -were  drawing,  by  which  means 
no  time  was  loft  *• 

Before 

*  Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  Work  appeared, 
the  author  has  received  from  a  perfon  of  great  emi- 
nence the  following  ftatcment*  ascertaining  the  time 
employed  in  the  acquifition  of  mufic  in  one  inftance*' 
As  a  general  calculation,  it  will  perhaps  be  found  ttf 
be  fo  far  from  exaggerated,  as  to  be  below  the  troth. 
The  ftatcment  concludes  with  remarking,  that  the 
individual  who  is  the  fubject  of  it  is  now  married  to  * 
man  who  diflikes  mufic  I 

Suppofe 
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Before  the  evil  it  paft  redrefs,  it  will 
be  prudemt  to  refledfc  that  in  all  polifhed 
countries  an  entire  devotednefs  to  the  fine 
arts  has  been  one  grand  fource  of  the 
corruption  of  the  women ;  and  fo  juftly  ' 
were  thefe  pernicious  confequences  appre- 
ciated by  the  Greeks,  among  whom  thefe 
aits  were  carried  to  the  higheft  poffible 
perfe&ion,  that  they  feldom  allowed  them s 
to  be  cultivated  to  a  very  exquifite  degree 
4>y  women  of  great  purity  of  character. 
And  if  the  ambition  of  an  elegant  Britifh 
lady  ftould  be  fired  by  the  idea  that  the 
accompKfhed  females  of  thole  polifhed 
ftates  were  the  admired  companions  of  the 
philofophers,  the  poets,  the  wits,  and  the 


SufpqCc  your  pupil  to  begin  at  fix  years  of  age, 
and  to  continue  at  the  average  of  four  hours  a-day 
mfy>  Sunday  excepted,  and  thirteen  days  allowed  for 
timvelKng  annually,  till  the  is  eighteen,  trie  ftatc 
Jfepd?  thus  :  300  days  multiplied  by  four,  the  numr 
ter  of  hours  amount  to  12.00  ;  that  number  *aulti- 
jlied  by  twelve,  which  is  the  number  of  years, 
amounts  to  14,400  hours  ! 

.  vol.  i.  g  artifts 
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artifts  of  Athens;  and  their  beauty  or 
talents,  fo  much  the  favourite  fubjeSs  of 
the  mufe,  the  lyre,  the  pencil,  and  the 
chiffel;  that  their  pidures  and  ftatucs 
furnHhed  the  mod  confummate  models  of 
Grecian  art :  if,  I  fay,  the  accomplished 
females  of  our  days  are*  panting  for  fimilar 
renown,  let  their  modefty  chaftife  their 
ambition,  by  recolle&ing  that  thefe  cele- 
brated women  are  not  to  be  found  among 
the  chafte  women  and  the. virtuous  daugh- 
ters of  the  Ariftides's,  the  Agis's,  and  the 
Phocions ;  but  that  they  are  to  be  looked 
for  among  the  Fhrynes,  the  Lais's,  the 
Afpafias,  and  the  Glyceras.  I  am  per* 
fuaded  the  Chriftian  female,  whatever  be 
her  tafte  or  her  talents,  will  renounce  the 
defire  of  any  celebrity  when  attached  to 
impurity  of  character,  with  the  fame  noble 
indignation  with  which  the  virtuous  bio- 
grapher of  the  above-named  heroes  re- 
nounced any  kind  of  difhoneft  fame,  by 
exclaiming,  "  1  had  rather  it  fhould  be  laid 
"  there  never  was  a  Plutarch,  than  that 

*ey 
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"  they  (hould  (ay  Plutarch  was  malignant, 
*  unjuft,  or  envious  #." 

And  while  this  corruption,  brought  on 
by  an  exceffive  cultivation  of  the  arts, 
has  contributed  its  full  (hare  to  the  decline 
of  dates,  it  has  always  furnMhed  an  in- 
fallible fymptom  of  their  impending  fall. 
The  (atires  of  the  mod  penetrating  and 
judicious  of  the  Roman  poets,  corroborat- 
ing the  teftimonies  of  the  mod  accurate 
of  their  hiftorians,  abound  with  invectives 
agamft  the  general  depravity  of  manners 
introduced  by  the  corrupt  habits  of  female 
education.  The  bitternefs  and  grofe 
indelicacy  of  fome  of  thefe  (atirlfts  (too 
grots  to  be  either  quoted  or  referred  to) 
make  little  againft  their  authority  i;i  thefe 
points ;  for  how  (hocking  mud  thofe  cor- 
ruptions have  been,  and  bow  obvioufly 
offenfive  their  caufes,  which  could  have 

#  No  cenfare  is  levelled  at  the  exertions  of  real 
gemot*  which  is  as  valuable  as  it  is  rare ;  but  at  the 
jbfurdity  of  that  fvftetn  which  is  ereding  thf  who* 
ft*  into  satifts* 

o  %  appeared 
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appeared  fo  highly  difgufting  to  mmds  ft 
coarfe  as  not  likely  to  be  fcandalized  by 
flight  deviations  from  decency!  The  fa- 
mous ode  of  Horace,  attributing  the  vice* 
and  difafters  of  his  degenerate  country  to 
the  fame  caufe,  might,  were  it  quite  free 
from  the  above  objections,  be  produced, 
I  will  not  prefume  to  lay  as  an  exaft  pic- 
ture of  the  exifHng  manners  of  this  coun- 
try j  but  may  I  not  venture  to  fay,  as  a 
prophecy,  the  fufilment  of  which  cannot 
be  very  remote  ?  It  may  however  be  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  modefty  of  the  Roman 
matron*  and  the  chafte  demeanor  of  her 
virgin  daughters,  which  amidft  the  ftern 
virtues  of  the  date  were  as  immaculate 
and  pure  as  the  honour  of  the  Roman  ci- 
tizen, fell  a  facrifice  to  the  luxurious  diffi-" 
pation  brought  in  by  their  Afiaric  con- 
quefts  j  after  which  the  females  were  fooh 
taught  a  complete  change  of  chara&er. 
They  were  inftm&ed  to  accommodate  their 
talents  of  pleafmg  to  the  more  vitiated 
taftes  of  the  other  fex;  and  began  to 
13  ftudy 
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ftudy  e?ery  grace  and  ererj  art  which 
might  captivate  the  exhaufted  hearts, 
and  excite  the  wearied  and  capricious  in- 
rimarimis  of  die  men;  till  by  a  rapid  and 
at  length  complete  enervation,  the  Roman 
charafter  loft  k&  Signature,  and  through  a 
quick  fucceflion  of  flavery,  effeminacy,  and 
vice?  funk  into  that  degeneracy  of  which 
Jbme  of  the  modern  Italian  ftates  ferve  t? 
ftirnifh  a  too  juft  fpedmeou 

It  is  of  the  effence  of  human  things 
that  the  fame  obje&s  which  are  highly 
ufeful  in  their  feafon,  meafure,  and  de- 
gree, become  mifchievous  in  their  excefs, 
at  other  periods  and  under  other  circum- 
ftances.  In  a  ftate  of  barbarifm,  the  arts 
are  among  the  bed  reformers ;  and  they 
go  on  to  be  improved  themfelves,  and 
improving  thofe  who  cultivate  them,  tiH, 
having  reached  a  certain  point,  thofe 
very  arts  which  were  the  inftruments 
of  civilization  and  refinement,  become 
inftruments  of  corruption  and  decay; 
enervating  and  depraving  in  the  iecond 
inftance,  by  the  excefs  and  univerfality  of 
o  3  their 
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their  cultivation,  as  certainly  aa  they  re- 
fined in  the  firft.  They  become  agents  of 
voluptuoulhe&  They  excite  the  imagin- 
ation ;  and  the  imagination  thus  excited^ 
and  no  longer  under  the  government  of 
drift  principle,  becomes  the  moft  dan* 
gerous  ftimulant  of  the  paffions ;  promotes 
a  too  keen  reliih  for  pleafure,  teaching 
how  to  multiply  its  fources,  and  invent- 
ing new  and  pertiicious  modes  of  artificial 
gratification. 

May  we  not  rank  among  the  prefent 
corrupt  confequences  of  this  unbounded 
cultivation,  the  unchafte  co/hime,  the  im- 
pure ftyle  of  drefs,  and  that  indelicate  fta- 
tue-like  exhibition  of  the  female  figure, 
which  by  its  artfully-difpofed  folds,  its 
feemingly  wet  and  adhefive  drapery,  fo  de» 
fines  the  form  as  to  prevent  covering  itfelf 
from  becoming  a  veil  ?  This  licentious 
mode,  as  the  acute  Montefquieu  obferved 
on  the  dances  of  the  Spartan  virgins,  has 
taught  us  "  to  (trip  chaftity  itfelf  of 
"  modefty." 

May 
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May  the  author  be  allowed  toaddrefs 
to  our  own  country  and  our  own  cir- 
cumftances,  to  both  of  which  they  feem 
peculiarly  applicable,  the  fpirit  of  that 
beautftii  apoftrophe  of  the  noft  poliflied 
poet  of  antiquity  to  die  moft  vi&orious 
nation  ?  "  Let  us  leave  to  the  inhabitants 
u  of  conquered  countries  the  praife  of 
u  carrying  to  the  very  higheft  degree 
M  of  perfection,  fculpture  and  the  fifter 
"  arts;  but  let  this  country  dired  her 
c<  own  exertions  to  the  art  of  govern- 
"  ing  mankind  in  equity  a*d  peace, 
u  of  Slewing  mercy  to  the  fubmiffive, 
u  and  of  abafing  the  proud  among  fur- 
u  rounding  nations  *." 

•  Let  me  not  be  fofpe&ed  of  bringing  into  any 
fort  of  companion  the  gentleneft  of  Britifh  govern- 
ment vrith  the  rapacity  of  Roman  conquefts,  or  the 
principle*  of  Roman  dominion.  To  fpoi),  to  butcher, 
and  to  commit  every  kind  of  violence*  they  call,  fayt 
one  of  the  ablcft  of  their  hiftoriaiw,  by  the  lying  name 
*f  government*  and  when  they  have  fpread  a  general 
ddbhtiob,  they  call  it  pace  { 1 ). 

(1)  Tacto*'   Life  of  Agricok,  fpeech  of  Gal|acos   to  hit 
G4  With 
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Wfthfuch  dtQgtoria!*  or,  as  we  might  ffowfetf!,  &- 

rtSorud  inquifitprs,  *vc  can  have  no  point  of  con  tad; 
and  if  I  have  applied  the  fervile  flattery  of  a  delightful 
|x>et  to  the'^ufpofe  of  Englifh  hap'ptnefs,  it  tras  only 
to  Ihew  rther&ft  trtfetfational  grthdeor  ctmfift»,  and 
that  evety  country  fays  too  dear  a/prictibr  tbofe 
arts  and  cmbelKfhmenU  «f  foclety  which  endanger  the 
lo£s  of  its  morals  and  manners. 


£   *9   ] 


CHAt.    m. 

External  Improvement.— Children's  Balls*— 
French  Kiwernejfes. 

lJtT  me  not  however  be  trrifimderftood. 
The  cuftoms  which  fkfliion  ha$*eftablHhed, 
tohen  not  in  direft  oppofitioii  to  what 
is  right,  fhould  unqueftionably  be  purfued 
in  the  education  of  ladies.  Piety  main- 
tains no  natural  war  with  elegance,  and 
.Chriftiamty  would  be  no  gainer  by  making 
her  difciples  unamiable.  Religion  aoes 
not  forbid  that  the  exterior,  be  made  to  a 
certain  degree  the  objeft  of  attention. 
Bat  the  admiration  beftowed,  the  fuma 
expended,  and  the  time  lavifhed  on 
arts  which  add  little  to  the  intrinfic 
value  of  life,  fhould  have  limitations. 
While  thefe  arts  fhould  be  admired,  let 
them  not  be  admired  above  their  juft 
value :  while  they  are  praftifed,  let  it  not 

be 


90      EXTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT,  &C 

be  to  the  exclufion  of  higher  employments : 
while  they  are  cultivated,  let  it  be  to  amufe 
leifure,  not  to  engrofe  life. 

But  it  happens  unfortunately,  that  to  or- 
dinary obfervers,  the  girl  who  is  really  re- 
ceiving the  word  inftru&ion  often  makes 
the  bed  figure ;  while  in  the  more  cor- 
rect but  lefs  oftenfible  education,  the  deep 
and  fure  foundations  to  which  the  edifice 
will  owe  its  ftrength  and  (lability  lie  out 
of  fight.  The  outward  accomplishments 
have  the  dangerous  advantage  of  addreff- 
ing  themfelves  more  immediately  to  the 
fenfes,  and  of  courfe  meet  everywhere  with 
thofe  who  can  in  fome  meafure  appreciate 
as  well  as  admire  them;  for  all  can  fee 
and  hear,  but  all  cannot  fcrutinize  and  dif- 
criminate.  External  acquirements  too 
recommend  themfelves  the  more  becaufe 
they  are  more  rapidly  as  well  as  more  vi- 
fibly  progreflive.  While  jhe  mind  is  led* 
on  to  improvement  by  flow  motions  and 
imperceptible  degrees;  while  the  heart 
mult  now  be  admonifhed  by  reproof,  and 

now 
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now  allured  by  kindnefs  j  its  livelieft  ad«* 
vances  being  fuddenly  impeded  by  obfti- 
nacy,  and  its  brighteft  profpe&s  often  ob- 
fcured  by  paflion  ;  it  i&  flow  in  its  acquifi- 
tkms  of  virtue,  and  reluttant  in  its  ap- 
proaches to  piety.  The  unruly  and  tur- 
bulent propenfities  of  the  mind  are  not  fo 
obedient  to  the  forming  hand  as  defefts  of 
manner  or  awkwardnefs  of  gait.  Often 
When  we  fancy  that  a  troublefome  paflion  • 
is  completely  crufhed,  we  have  the  morti- 
fication to  find  that  we  have  "  fcotch'd  the 
fc  fnake,  not  killed  it."  One  evil  temper 
ftarts  up  before  another  is  conquered.  The 
fubduing  hapd  cannot  cut  off  the  ever- 
fprouting  heads  fo  faft  as  the  prolific  Hy- 
dra can  re-produce  them,  nor  fell  the  dub- 
born  Antaeus  fo  often  as  he  can  recruit  his 
ftrength,  and  rife  in  vigorous  and  repeated 
oppofition. 

Hired  teachers  are  alio  under  a  difad- 

vantage  refembling  tenants  at  rack-rent; 

it  is  their  intereft  to  bring  in  an  immediate 

revenue  of  praife  and  profit,  and,  for  the 

4   '  fake 
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fake  of  a  prefent  rich  crop,  thofe  whd 
are  not  ftriftly  confcientious,  do  not  care 
how  much  the  ground  is  impoveriflied  for 
future  produce.  But  parents,  who  are  the 
lords  of  the  foil,  muft  look  to  permanent 
value,  and  to  continued  fruitfuinefe.  The 
bed  effetts  of  a  careful  education  are  often 
very  remote ;  they  are  to  be  dUcovertd  in 
fixture  fcenes,  and  exhibited  in  as  yet 
untried  connexions.  Every  event  of  life 
will  be  putting  the  heart  into  frefh  fix- 
ations, and  making  new  demands  oa 
its  prudence,  its  firmnefs,  its  integrity,  or 
its  forbearance.  Thofe  whofe  bufinefs  it 
is  to  form  and  model  it,  cannot  forefee 
thofe  contingent  fituations  fpecifically  and 
diftinttly ;  yet,  as  far  as  human  wifdom 
will  allow,  they  muft  enable  it  to  prepare 
for  them  all  by  general  principles,  correct 
habits,  and  an  unremitted  fenfe  of  depend- 
ence on  the  Great  Difpofer  of  events. 
The  young*  Chriftian  militant  muft  learn 
and  pra&ife  all  his  evolutions,  though  he 
does  not  know  on  what  fervice  his  leader 
may  command  him,  by  what  particular 

foe 
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foe  he  fiiall  be  mod  aflailed,  nor  what  mode 
of  attack  the  enemy  may  employ. 

But  the  contrary  of  all  this  is  the 
cafe  with  external  acquifitions.  The  mat- 
ter, it  is  his  intereft,  will  induftrioufly 
indraft  his  young  pupil  tq  fet  all  her 
improvements  in  the  mod  immediate  and 
confpicuous  point  of  view.  To  attraft  ad- 
miration is  the  great  principle  fedulbufly 
inculcated  into  her  young  heart;  and  i* 
considered  as  the  fundamental  maxim; 
and,  perhaps,  if  we  were  required  to  con- 
denfe  the  reigning  fyftem  of  the  brilliant 
education  of  a  lady  into  an  aphorifm,  it 
might  be  comprifed  in  this  fhort  fentence, 
To  allure  and  tojlrine.  This  fyftem  how- 
ever is  the  fruitful  germ,  from  which  a 
thoufand  yet  unborn  vanities,  with  all  their 
multiplied  ramifications,  will  fpring.  A 
tender  mother  cannot  but  feel  an  honed 
triumph  in  completing  thofe  talents  in  her 
daughter  which  will  neceffarily  excite  ad- 
miration ;  but  (he  will  alfo  fhudder  at  the 
vanity  that  admiration  may  excite,  and  at 

the 
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the  new  ideas  it  will  awaken ;  and,  (tatt- 
ling as  it  may  found,  the  labours  of  a  wife 
mother  anxious  for  her  daughter's  bed  in* 
terefls,  will  feem  to  be  at  variance  with 
thofe  of  all  her  teachers.  She  will  indeed 
rejoice  at  her  progrefs,  but  (he  will  rejoice 
with  trembling;  for  (he  is  fully  aware 
that  if  all  poffible  accomplifhments  could 
be  bought  at  the  price  of  a  (ingle  virtue, 
of  a  (ingle  principle,  the  purchafe  would 
be  infinitely  dear,  and  (he  would  rejett  the 
dazzling  but  deftruttive  acquifition.  She 
knows  that  the  fuperftru&ure  of  the  ac« 
complements  can  be  alone  fafely  ereded 
on  the  broad  and  folid  bafis  of  Chrift&A 
humility  :  nay  more,  that  as  the  materials 
of  which  that  fuperftruflure  is  to  be  com- 
pofed,  are  in  themfelves  of  fo  unliable  and 
tottering  a  nature,  the  foundation  mud  be 
deepened  and  enlarged  with  more  abund- 
ant care,  otherwife  the  fabric  will  be 
overloaded  with  its  own  ornaments,  and 
what  was  intended  only  to  embcllifh  the 
building,  will  prove  the  occafion  of  its  fall. 
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"  To  every  thing  there  is  a  feafon,  and 
u  a  time  for  evefy  purpofe  under  heaven," 
laid  the  wile  man ;  but  he  faid  it  before 
the  invention  of  baby-balls ;  an  invention 
which  has  formed  a  kind  of  aera  in  the  an- 
nals of  poliflied  education.    This  modern 
device  is  a  fort  of  triple  confpiracy  againft 
the  innocence,  the  health,  and  the  happi- 
nefc  of  children ;  thus,  by  fa&itious  amufe* 
menu,  to  rob  them  of  a  relilh  for  the 
Ample  joys,  the  unbought  delights,  which 
naturally  belong  to  their  blooming  feafon, 
is  like  blotting  out  fpring  from  the  year. 
To  facrifice  the  true  and  proper  enjoy- 
ments of  fprightly  and  happy  children, 
is  to  make  them  pay  a  dear  and  difpro- 
portionate  price  for  their  artificial  pleafures* 
They  ftep  at  once  from  the  nurfery  to  the 
ball-room ;  and,  by  a  change  of  habits  as 
new  as  it  is  prepofterous,  are  thinking  of 
dreffing  themfelves,  at  an  age  when  they 
ufed  to  be  dreffing  their  dolls.    Inftead  of 
bounding  with  the  unreltrained  freedom  of 

little 
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Kttle  weod-nyraphs,  over  hill  and  dale, 
their  cheeks  fluflied  with  health,  and  their 
hearts  overflowing  with  happlnefs,  thafo 
gay  little  creatures  are  fhut  up  all  the 
morning,  demurely  pra&ifing  the  fas 
grave f  and  tranfa&ing  the  ferioua  bufraefii 
of  acquiring  a  new  ftep  for  the  evening, 
with  more  colt  of  time  and  pains  than  it 
would  have  taken  them  to  acquire  twenty 
new  ideas* 

Thus  they  lofe  the  amufementa  which 
naturally  belong  to  their  fmiling  period, 
and  naturally  anticipate  thofe  pleasures 
(fuch  as- they  are)  which  would  come  iir, 
too  much  of  courfe,  on  their  tntroda&km 
into  fkihionable  life.  The  true  pleafure* 
of  childhood  are  cheap  and  natural ;  foi 
every  objed  teems  with  delight  to  eye*  and 
hearts  new  to  the  enjoyment  of  life)  nay, 
the  hearts  of  healthy  children  abound  with 
a-  general  difpofition  to  mirth  and  jey- 
fqlnefs,  qvei)  without  a  fpecific  objeft  to 
excite  it}    like  our  firft  parent,  ia  the 

world't 
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world's  firft  faring,  when  all  was  new,  tad 
irdhj  smd  gay  about  him, 

they  lire  and  move, 
And  feel  that  they  are  happier  than  they  know. 

Only  furniih  them  with  a  few  fimple  and 
hgrmlgfe  materials,  arid  a  little,  but  not 
too  much,  leifure,  and  they  will  maau- 
fa&ure  their  own  pleafures  with  more  flrill, 
and  fuoceft,  and  fetisfafrion,  than  they  will 
receive  frdm  all  that  your  money  can  pur* 
chafe.  Their  bodily  recreations  fliould 
be  fuch  as  will  promote  their  health, 
quicken  their  a&ivity,  enliven  their  fpirits, 
whet  their  ingenuity,  and  qualify  them  for 
their  mental  work.  But,  if  you  begin 
thus  early  to  create  wants,  to  invent  grati- 
fications, to  multiply  defires,  to  waken 
dormant  fenfibtlities,  to  ftir  up  hidden 
fires,  you  ate  ftudioufly  laying  up  for  your 
children  a  ftore  of  premature  caprice,  and 
irritability,  and  difcontent 

While  childhood  preferves  its  native 
fimpliciry,  every  little  change  is  interesting, 
every  gratification  is  a  luxury ;  a  ride  or  a 

vol.  i.  h  walk 
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walk,  a  garland  of  flowers  of  her  own  form- 
ing, a  plant  of  her  own  cultivating,  will  be 
a  delightful  amufement  to  a  child  in  her 
natural  ftatej  but  it  will  be  dull  and  tafte- 
lefs  to  a  fophifticated  little  creature,  nurfed 
in  thefe  forced,  and  coftly,  and  vapid  plea- 
sures. Alas!  that  we  fliould  throw  away 
this  firft  grand  opportunity  of  working 
into  a  practical  habit  the  moral  of  this  im- 
portant truth,  that  kthe  chief  fource  of  hu- 
-man  difcontent  is  to  be  looked  for,  not  in 
lour  real,  but  in  our  factitious  wants ;  not 
in  the  demands.of  nature,  but  in  the  arti- 
ficial cravings  of  ctefire !  - 
\.  When  one. fees  the  growing  zeal  to 
crowd  the  midnight  ball  with  thefe  pretty 
fairies,  one  would-be  almoft  tempted  to 
iancy  it  was  a  kind  of  pious  emulation 
among  the  mothers  to  cure  their  in&ms  of 
a  fondnefs  for  vain  and-  foolifh  pleafures, 
.by  tiring  them  out  by  this  premature 
familiarity  with  them  ;  and  that  they  were 
a&uated  by  fomething  of  the  fame  prin- 
ciple which  led  the  Spartans  to  introduce 
their  fons  to  fcenes  of  riot,. that  they  might 

.conceive 
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fonceive  an  early  difguft  at  vice!  or 
poffibly,  that  they  imitated  thofe  Scythian 
toothers  who  ufed  to  pHnge  their  new- 
born infants  into  the  flood,  thinking  none 
to  be  worth  faving  who  could  nbt  (land 
this  early  ftruggle  for  their  lives:  the 
greater  part,  indeed,  as  it  might  have  been 
expe&ed,  perilhed ;  but  the  parents  took 
comfort,  that  if  many  were  loft,  the  few 
who  efcaped  would  be  the  ftronger  for 
having  been  thus  expofed. 

To  behold  lilliputian  coquettes,  project- 
ing dreffes,  ftudying  colours,  afforting 
Hbbands  and  feathers,  their  little  hearts 
beating  with  hopes  about  partners  and 
fears  about  rivals ;  and  to  fee  their  frefli 
cheeks  pale  after  the  midnight  fupper, 
their  aching  heads  and  unbraced  nerves, 
disqualifying  the  little  languid  beings  for 
'the  next  day's  talk ;  and  to  hear  the  grave 
ipology,  "  that  it  is  owing  to  the  wine,  the 
H€  crowd,  the  heated  room  of  the  laft 
u  night's  ball;"  all  this,  I  fay,  would 
really  be  as  ludicrous,  if  the  mifchief  of 
H  %  the 
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the  thing  did  not  take  off  from  the  mejri- 
ijient  of  it,  as  any  of  the  ridiculous  ^nd 
prepofterous  difproportions  in  the  divert- 
ing travels  of  Captain  Lemuel  Guilder. 

Under  a  juit  impreffion  of  the  -  evils 
which  we  are  fuftainiqg  from  the  prin- 
ciples and  the  pra&ices  of  mdern  France, 
we  are  apt  to  lofe  fight  of  thofe  deep 
and  lading  mifchiefe  which  fo  long,  fo 
regularly,  and  fo  fyftematically,  we  have 
been  importing  from*  the  fame  country f 
though  in  another  form  and  under 
another  government.  In  one  relpe£t,  in- 
deed, the  firft  were  the  more  formidable^ 
becaufe  we  embraced  the  ruin  without  fuf- 
pcSing  it ;  while  we  defeat  the  malignity 
of  the  latter,  by  deeding  the  turpitude 
and  defending  ourfelves  againft  it.  This 
is  not  the  place  to  defcant  on  that  levity  of 
manners,  that  contempt  of  the  Sabbath, 
that  fetal  familiarity  with  loofe  principles, 
and  thofe  relaxed  notions  of  conjugal 
fidelity,  whic^  have  often  been  tranfplanted 
into  this  country  by  women  of  fefhion, 

as 
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as  a  ton  cotnmon  effcSL  of  a  long  refidence 
b  fh«t  fetit  it  Is  pl&utkriy  iuitable  to 
my  fiibjefk  to  advert  to  another  domeftie 
tfrifchief  defined  from  the  fame  foreign 
tttfedfcit:  f  meat*,  rife  rifled  that  have 
(ma  rati,  and  the  facrifkes  which  have 
toe*  made,  ifl  order  to  fumiih  our  young 
hdie#  ttffth  the  means  of'  acquiring  the 
French  language  in  the  greitcft  p'oflible 
purity.  Pfeftfe&ibn  in  this  accompliflunent 
has  been  fo  longeftablHhed  as  the  fupreme 
objeft;  fo  long  considered  as  the  pre- 
dominant excellence  to  which  all  other 
excellencies  rfiuft  bow  down,  that  it  would 
be  hopdefs  to  attack  a  law  which  fafhion 
has  inkmutably  decreed,  and  which  has 
referred  the  ftamp  of  long  prescription. 
Wis  mult,  therefore,  be  contented  with  ex- 
preffing  a  wifli,  that  this  indifpenfable  per- 
fection could'  hare  been  .attained  at  the 
c*penc£  of  facrifkes  lfcfs  important.  It  is 
with  the  greater  regret'  I  animadvert  on 
this  and  fomd  other  prevailing  practices, 
as  they  art  errors  into  which  the  wife 
h  3  and 
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and  refpe&able  have,  through  want  of 
confideration,  or  rather  through  want  of 
firmnefs  to  refill  the  tyranny  of  faflrion, 
fometimes  fallen.  It  has  not  been  unufual 
when  mothers  of  rank  and  reputation  have 
been  afked  how  they  ventured  to  intruft 
thqir  daughters  to  foreigners,  of  whofe 
principles  they  knew  nothing,  except,  that 
they  were  Roman  Catholics,  to  anfwer, 
*6  That  they  had  taken  care  to  be  fecure 
"  on  that  fubjelt ;  for  that  it  had  been 
u  ftipulated  that  the  quefiion  rf  religion 
<c  Jhould  never  be  agitated  between  the 
"  teacher  and  the  pupil"  This,  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  is  a  molt  defperate  remedy ; 
it  is  like  ftarving  to  death,  to  avoid  being 
poifoned.  And  one  cannot  help  trembling 
for  the  event  of  that  education,  from 
which  religion,  as  far  as  the  governefs 
is  concerned,  is  thus  formally  and  fyftem* 
atically  excluded.  Surely  it  would  not  be 
exa&ing  too  much,  to  fuggeft  at  leaft  that 
an  attention  no  lefs  fcrupulous  fhould  be 
exerted  to  infure  the  charaSer  of  our 

children's 
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children's  inftruftor,  for  piety  and  know* 
ledge,  than  is  thought  neceffary  to  afcertain 
that  (he  has  nothing  patois  in  her  dialed.  • 
I  would  rate  a  correal  pronunciation 
and  an  elegant  phrafeology  at  their  -juft 
price,-  and  I  "would  not  rate*  them  low  ^ 
but  I  would  -not  offer  up  principle- as 
a  viftim  to  founds  and  accents.  And  the 
matter  is  now  made  more  eafy  ;  for  what- 
ever difgrace  it  might  once  have  brought 
on  an  Englifh  lady  to  have  had  it  fufpe&ed 
from  her  accent  that  fhe  had  the  misfor- 
tune not  to  be  born  in  a  neighbouring 
country ;  fome  recent  events  may  ferve  to 
reconcile  her  to  the  fufpicion  of  having 
been  bred  in  her  own:  a-  country,  to 
which  (with  all  its  fins,  which  are  many !) 
the  whole  world  is  looking  up  with  envy 
and  admiration,  as  the  feat  of  true  glory 
and  of  comparative  happinefs :  a  country, 
in  which  the  exile,  driven  out  by  the  crimes 
of  his  own,  finds  a  home  ;  a  country,  to 
obtain  theprote&ion  of  which  it  was  claim 
enough  to  be  unfortunate ;  and  no  im- 
11 4  pediment 
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pediment  ta  harp  been  tbe  fubjeft  of  Iter 
direft  foe!  a  country,  which  in  this  re* 
fpeft  humbly  imitating  the  Father  of  com* 
pafion,  when  it  offered  mercy  to  a  fop- 
pliant  enemy ,  never  conditioned  for  merit, 
nor  kififted  on  the  virtue*  of  tbe  miferable 
ps  a  preliminary  ta  iu  o*n  bounty ! 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Comparifm  of  the  mcde  of  femak  education 
in  the  lujltqp  with  thepreftnt. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  fubjeQ:  of 
general  education.  A  young  lady  may 
excel  in  (peaking  Trench  and  Italian,  may 
repeat  a  fewpaflages  from  a  volume  of  ex- 
tra&s  ;  play  like  a  profefTor,  and  fing  like 
a  fyren  ;  have  her  drefling-room  decorated 
with  her  own  drawings,  tables,  (lands, 
flower-pots,  fcreens,  and  cabinets;  nay,  (he 
may  dance  like  Sempronia  *  herfelf,  and 
yet  may  have  been  very  badly  educated* 
I  am  far  from  meaning  to  fet  no  value 
whatever  on  any  or  all  of  thefe  qualifi- 
cations ;  they  are  all  of  them  elegant,  and" 
many  of  them  properly  tend  to  the  per* 

#  See  Ctftaliffc'a  Confpiracy, 

fe&ing 
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fecting  of  a  polite  education.  Thefe  things 
in  their  meafure  and  degree,  may  be 
done,  but  there  are  others  which  fliould 
not  be  left  undone.  Many  things  are 
becoming,  but  "  one  .thing  is  needful." 
Befides,  as  the  world  feems  to  be  fully 
apprized  of  the  value  of  whatever  tends  to 
embellifli  life,  there  is  lefs  occafion  here  to 
infift  on  its  importance. 

But,  though  a  well-bred  young  lady 
may  lawfully  learn  mod  of  the  fafliionable 
arts,  yet  it  does  not  feem  to  be  the 
true  end  of  education  to  make  womea 
of  fafhion  dancers,  fingers,  players,  painters \ 
aflrefles,  fculptors,  gilders,  varnijhers,  en- 
gravers, and  embroiderers.  Moft  men  are. 
commonly  deflined  to  fome  profeffion, 
and  their  minds  are  confequently  turned 
each  w  to  its  refpe&ive  objeft.  .  Would 
it  not  be  ftrange  if  they  were  called  out  to 
exercife  their  profeflion,  or  to  fet  up  thei* 
trade,  with  only  ?l  little  general  knowledge 
of  the  trades  of  all  other  men,  and  ,with- 
out  any  previous  definite  application  to 
12  their 
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their  own  .  peculiar  calling  ?  The  pro- 
feflion  of  ladies,  to  which  the  bent  of 
their  inftru&ion  (hould  be  turned,  is,  that 
of  daughters,  wives,  mothers,  and  mif- 
treffes  of  families.  They  {hould  be  there- 
fore trained  with  a  view  to  thefc  fcveral 
conditions,  and  be  fumifhed  with  a  flock 
of  ideas,  and  principles,  and  qualifications,, 
and  habit*,,  ready  to  be  applied  and  appro- 
priated, as  occafion  may  demand,  to 
each  of  tbefe  refpective  fituations  ;  for 
though  the  arts  which  merely  embellifn 
life  muft  claim  admiration;  yet  when  a 
man  of  fenfe  comes  to  marry,  it  is  a  com- 
panion  whom  he  wants  and  not  an  artift. 
It  is  not  merely  a  creature  who  can  paint, 
and  play,  and  drefs,  and  dance ;  it  is  a 
being  who  can  comfort  and  counfel  him ; 
one  who  can  rcafon,  and  reflett,  and  feel, 
and  judge,  and  aft,  and  difcourfe,  and 
difcriminate ;  one  who  can  aflift  him  in 
his  affairs,  lighten  his  cares,  foothe  his 
forrows,  purify  his  joys,  itrengihcn  his 
principles,  and  educate  his  children. 

Almofl 
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Almoff  any  ornamental  talent  ig  a  good 
thing,  when  it  is  not  the  beft  thing*  a 
woman  has ;  and  talents  are  admirably 
when  not  made  to  fland  proxy  for  virtues. 
The  writer  of  thefe  pages  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  fevera!  ladies  who,  excel- 
ling moft  of  their  fex  in  the  art  of  mufic, 
but  excelling  them  alfo  in  prudence  and 
piety,  find  little  leifure  or  temptation, 
amidft  the  delights  and  duties  of  a  large 
and  lovely  family,  for  the  exercife  of  this 
talent,  and  regret  that  fb  much  of  their 
own  youth  was  wafted  in  acquiring  an 
art  which  can  be  turned  to  fo  little  ac- 
count in  married  life  j  and  are  now  con- 
fcientiou.fly  reftridttng  their  daughters  in 
the  portion  of  time  allotted  to  its  ac- 
quifition.  • 

Far  be  it  from  me.  to  difcourage  the 
cultivation  of  any  cxifting  talent;  but  may 
it  not  be  queftioned  of  the  fond  believing 
mother,  whether  talents,  like  the  fpirits  of 
Owen   Glendower,  though  conjured  by 

parental 
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parental  partiality  with  ever  fo  loud    a 
voice, 

Yet  will  they  come  when  you  do  call  for  them  ? 

That  injudicious  practice,  therefore, 
cannot  be  too  much  difcou raged,  of  en- 
deayourtng  to  create  talents  which  do  not 
exift  in  nature.  That  their  daughters 
Jball .  learn  every  thing,  is  fo  general  a 
maternal  maxim,  that  even  unborn  daugh- 
ter$9  of  whofe  expelled  abilities  and  con- 
jectured faculties,  it  is  prefumed,  no  very 
accurate  judgment  can  previoully  be 
formed,  are  yet  predefined  to  this  'uni- 
verfality  of  accomplifhments.  This  com- 
prehenfive  maxim,  thus  almoft  univerfelly 
brought  into  pra&ice,  at  once  weakens 
the  general  powers  of  the  mind,  by  draw- 
ing off  its  (Irength  into  too  great  a  variety 
of  fiire&kros;  and  cuts  up  time  into 
too  many  portions,  by  fplitting  it  into  fuch 
an  endlefe  multiplicity  of  employments* 
I  know  that  I  am  treading  on  tender 
ground  j  but  I  capnot  help  thinking  that 
1  *.  the 
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(he  reftlefs  pains  we    take  to  .cram '  up 
every  little  vacuity  of  life,  by  crowding 
one  new    thing    upon    another,    rather 
creates   a  third  for   novelty  than  know- 
ledge; and  is  but  a  well-difguifed  con* 
tjivance  to  keep   us    in  after-life    more 
effe&ually  from  converting  with  ourfclves. 
The  care  taken  to  prevent  ennui  is  but 
a  creditable  plan  for  promoting  felkigno* 
ranee*     We  run  from  one  occupation  to 
another,.  (I  fpeak  of  thofe  arts  to  which 
httle   intellect  is   applied,)    with  a  view 
to  lighten  the  preffure  of  time ;  above 
all,  we  fly  to  them  to  fave  us  from  our  owxi 
thoughts ;    whereas   were  we   thrown   a 
Jittle  more  on  our  own  hands,  we  might, 
at  lalt  be  driven,  by  way  of  fomething  to 
do,  to  try  to  get  acquainted  with  our  owh 
hearts ;  and  though  our  being  lefs  abforbed 
by  this  bufy  trifling,  which  dignifies  its  in- 
anity with  the  impofing  name  of  occupation, 
might  render  us  fomewhat  more  fenfibfe 
:of  the  tedium  of  life;   yet  might  not  this 
very  fcnfation  tend  to  quicken  our  purfuk 

of 
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of  a  better?  For  an  awful  thought  here 
fuggefts  itfelf.  If  life  be  fo  long  that  wq 
are  driven  to  fet  at  work  every  engine  to 
pafft  away  the  tedioulhefs  of  time.;  how 
(hall  we  do  to  get  rid  of  the  tedioufnefs 
of  eternity  ?  an  eternity  in  which  not  one 
of  the  acqu:fitions  which  life  has  been  ex* 
haufted  in  acquiring,  will  be  of  the  lead 
ufe  ?  Let  not  then  the  foul  be  ftarved  by 
feeding  it  on  fuch  unfubftantial  aliment, 
for  itcan  be  no  more  nouri(hed  by  thefe 
empty  huflcs  than  the  body  can  be  fed  with 
ideas  and  principles. 

Among  the  boafled  improvements  of 
the  prefent  age,  none  affords  more  fre- 
quent matter  of  peculiar  exultation,  than 
the  manifelt  fuperiority  in  the  employ- 
ments of  the  young  ladies  of  our  time 
over  thofe  of  the  good  houfewives  of  the 
laft  century.  It  is  matter  of  triumph, 
that  they  are  at  prefent  employed  in  learning 
the  polite  arts,  or  in  acquiring  liberal  ac- 
complishments ;  while  the  others  wore  out 
their  joylefs  days  in  adorning  the  manfion- 

houfe 
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houle  with  hangings  of  hideous  tapeftry 
and  disfiguring  tent-ilitch.  Moftchearfully 
do  I  allow  to  the  reigning  modes  their 
boafted  fuperiorityj    for  certainly  there 
18  no  piety  in  bad  tafte.    Still,  granting  all 
the  deformity  of  the  exploded  ornaments, 
one  advantage  attended  them :  the  walla 
and  floors  were  not  vain  of  their  decora- 
tions ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  Ut^le 
perfon  fometimes  is.  The  flattery  beftowed 
on  the  obfolete  employments,  for  probably 
even  they  had  their  flatterers,  furniflied  left 
aliment  and  lefs  gratification  to  vanity,  and 
was  lefs  likely  to  impair  the  delicacy  and 
modefty  of  the  fex  than  the  exquifite  cul- 
tivation of  j>erfonal  accomplifhmenta  or  per* 
fonal  decorations  ;  and  every  mode  which 
keeps  down  vanity  and  keeps  back  f elf,  has 
at  lead  a  moral  ufe.     And  while  one  ad* 
mires  the  elegant  fingers  of  a  young  lady, 
bufied  in  working  or  painting   her  ball 
drefs,  one  cannot  help  fufpefting  that  her 
iahcrity  may  be  a  little  ftimulated  by  the 
animating  idea  how  wry  well  Jhejball  U>6k 

in 
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in  it.  Nor  was  the  induftrious  matron  of 
Ithaca  more  foothed  at  her  folitary  loom 
with  the  fweet  refle&ion  that  by  her  labour 
ihe  was  gratifying  her  filial  and  conjugal 
feelings,  than  the  pleafure-loving  damfet 
of  Britain,  by  the  anticipated  admiration 
which  her  ingenuity  is  procuring  for  her 
beauty. 

-  '  Might  not  this  propenfity  be  a  little  ' 
checked,  and  an  interefting  feeling  com- 
bined with  her  induftry,  were  the  fair  ar- 
tift  habituated  to  exercife  her  (kill  in 
adorning  fome  one  elfe  rather  than  her- 
felf?  For  it  will  add  nolightnefs  to  the 
lighted  head,  nor  vanity  to  the  vaineft 
heart,  to  takg,  pleafure  in  refle&ing  how 
exceedingly  the  gown  fhe  is  working  will 
become  her  mother.  This  fuggeftion, 
trifling  as  it  may  feem,  of  habituating 
young  ladies  to  exercife  their  tafte  and 
devote  their  leifure,  not  to  the  deco- 
ration of  their  own  perfons,  but  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  thofe  to  whom  they  are  bound  by 
every  tender  tie,  would  not  only  help  to 
vol.  1.  1  Teprefs 
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reprefs  vanity,  but  by  thus  afibciating  the 
idea  of  induftry  with  that  of  filial  affedioty 
would. promote,  tfhile  it  gratified  fome  of 
the  beft  affe&ions  of  the  heart.  The 
Romans  (and  it  is  mortifying  on  the  flib* 
jcdl  of  Chriftian  education  to  be  driven 
fo  often  to  refer  to  the  fuperiority  of 
Pagans)  were  fo  well  aware  of  the  im* 
portance  of  keeping  up  a  feftfe  of  family 
fondnefs  and  attachment  by  the  very  fame 
means  tirhich  promoted  fimple  and  do* 
medic  employment,  that  no  citizen  of 
note  ever  appeared  in  public  in  any  garb 
but  what  was  fpun  by  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter ;  and  this  virtuous  fafhion  was  not  con* 
fined  to  the  days  of  republican  fevefity,  but 
even  in  all  the  pomp  and  luxury  of  imperial 
power,.  Auguftus  preferved  in  his  own  fa* 
inify  this  fimplicity  of  manners. 

Let  me  be  allowed  to  repeat,  that  I 
mean  not  with  prepofterous  praife  te 
defcant  on  the  ignorance  or,  the  prejudices 
of  paft  times,  nor  abfurdly  to  regret  that 
vulgar  fyftem  of  education  which  rounded 

the 
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the  little  rirtle  tfF  female  acquirements 
within  the  limits  of  the  fampler  and  the 
receipt-book.  Yet  if  a  preference  almoft 
exclufive  was  then  given  to  what  was 
merely  ufeful,  a  preference  almoft  exclu- 
five alfo  is  now  affigned  to  what  is  merely 
ornamental.  And  it  mud  be  owned,  that 
if  the  life  of  a  young  lady,  formerly,  too 
tnnch  refembled  the  life  of  a  confectioner, 
It  how  too  much  refembles  that  of  an 
a&refg ;  the  morning  is  all  rehearfal,  and 
the  evening  is  all  performance :  and  thofe 
who  are  -  trained  in  this  regular  routine, 
who  are  inftrufted  in  order  to  be  ex- 
hibited,  foon  learn  to  feel  a  fort  of  im- 
patience in  thofe  focieties  in  which  their 
kind  of  talents  are  not  likely  to  be  brought 
into  play  j  the  tafk  of  an  auditor  b&omes 
dull  to  her  who  has  been  ufed  to  be  a 
performer.  Efteem  and  kindnefs  become 
but  cold  fubftitutes  to  her  who  has  been 
pampered  with  plaudits  and  acclamations. 
And  the  exqeffive  commendation  which  the 
vifitor  is  expected  to  pay  for  his.  entertain* 
i  2  ment 
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xnent  not  only  keej>S  alive  the  flame  ok 
vanity  in  the  artift  by  conftaftt  fuel*  but 
is  not  feldom  exacted  at  a  price  which  a 
veracity  at  all  ftrict  would  grudge ;  but 
when  a  whole  circle  are  obliged  t6  be  com- 
petitors who  fhall  flatter  mod,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  be  at  once  very  fincere  and  very 
civil.  And  unluckily,  while  the  age  fa 
become  fo  knowing  and  fo  f&ftidious,  that 
if  a  young  lady  does  not  play  like  a  public 
performer,  no  one  thinks  her  worth  attend* 
ing  to ;  yet  if  (he  does  fo  excel,  fome  of  the 
fobereft  of  the  admiring  circle  feel  a  ftrong 
alloy  to  their  pleafure,  on  refle&ing  at  what 
a  valt  expence  of  time  this  perfe&ion  muft 
probably' have  been  acquired  *. 

*  That  accurate  judge  of  the  human  heart, 
Madame  de  Maintenon,  was  fo  well  aware  of  the 
danger  refulting  from  fome  kinds  of  excellence,  that 
after  the  young  ladies  of  the  Court  of  Louis  Quatorze 
had  diflinguiflied  themfelves  by  the  performance  of 
fome  dramatic  pieces  of  Racine,  when  her  friends 
told  her  how  admirably  they  had  played  their  parts ; 
"  Yes,"  anfwered  this  wife  woman,  "  fo  admirably 
"  that  they  (haH  never  play  again.*' 

9  The 
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The  ftudy  of  the  fine  arts  indeed  is 
forded  on  young  perfons,  with  or  without 
genius,  (fafliion  as  was  faid  before  having 
fwallowed  up  that  diftinftion,)  .to  fych 
excefs,  as  to  vex,  fatigue,  and  difguft  thofe 
who  have  no  talents,  and  to  determine 
them,  as  foon  as  they  become  free  agents, 
to  abandon  all  fuch  tormenting  acquire- 
ments. While  by  this  incefiant  purfuh 
ftili  more  pernicious  effedts  are  often  pro* 
duced  on  thofe  who  a&ually  poiTefs  genius  \ 
for  the  natural  conftant  reference  to  that 
public  performance  fpr  which  they  are  fe- 
duloufly  cultivating  this  talent,  excites  the 
feme  paffions  of  envy,  vanity,  and  compe- 
tition in  the  dilettanti  performers,  as  might 
be  fuppofed  to  ftimulate  profeflional  can* 
didates  for  fi*me  and  profit  at  public  games 
and  theatrical  exhibitions.  Is  this  emu- 
lation, is  this  fpirit  pf  rivalry  the  temper 
i?hich  prudent  parents  would  wifh  to  ex* 
.cite and  fofter?  Befides,  in  any  event  the 
ijTue  is  not  favourable  :  if  the  young  per- 
formers are  timid,  they  difgrace  themfelves 
13'  an4 
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and  diftrefs  their  friends ;  if  courageous, 
their  boldnefs  offends  ftitl  mbre  than  their 
bad  performance.  Shall  they  then  be  ftu- 
dioufly  brought  into  fituations  in  whfch 
failure  difcredits  and  fuceefs  difgufts  ? 

May  I  venture,  without  being  accaftd 
of  pedantry*  to  conclude  this  chapter  -with 
another  1-eference  to  Pagan  examples? 
The  Hebrews,  Egyptians,  and  Greeks, 
believed  that  they  could  more  effectually 
teach  their  youth  maxims  of  virtue,  by 
calling  in  the  aid  of  mufic  and  poetry } 
thefe  maxims,  therefore,  they  put  into 
verfes,  and  thefe  again  were  fet  to  the 
mod  popular  and  fimple  tunes,  which  the 
'children  fang;  thus  was"  their  love  of 
goodnefs  excited  by  the  vefy  inftruments 
of  their  pleafure ;  and  the  fenfes,  the  tafte, 
and  the  imagination,  a?  it  were,  preffed 
into  the  ferrice  of  religion  and  morals. 
Dare  I  appeal  to  Chriftian  parents,  if  thefe 
arts  arc  commonly  ufed  by  fbem,  as  fubfi- 
diary  to  religion  and  to  a  fyftem  of  morals 
much  more  worthy  of  erery  ingenious  aid 

and 
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and  affociation,  which  might  tend  to  recom- 
mend them  to  the  youthful  mind  ?  Dare  I 
appeal  to  Chriftian  parents,  whether  mufic, 
which  fills  up  no  trifling  portion  of  their 
daughters'  time,  does  not  fill  it  without  any 
moral  end,  or  even  f^ific  pbjed  ?  Nay, 
whether  fome  of  the  favourite  fongs  of  po- 
ltfhqd  focieties  are  not  amatpjy,  are  not 
Anacreontic,  more  than  quite  become  the 
modeft  lips  of  innocent  youth  and  delicate 
beauty? 


I  4 
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CHAP.    V, 

On  the  religions  employment  of  time.'— 
On  the  manner  in  which  holidays  are 
faffed.  —  Selfijhnefs  and  inconfideration 
confidered. — Dangers  arifing  from  the 
world* 

1  here  are  many  well-difpofed  parents 
who,  while  they  attend  to  thefe  fa&ionable 
acquirements,   do  not   negleft   to  infufe 
religious  knowledge   into   the  minds  of 
their  children ;  and  having  done  this  are 
but  too  apt  to  conclude  that  they  have 
fully  acquitted  themfelves  of  the  important 
duties  of  education.     For  having,  as  they 
think,  fufficiently  grounded  them  in  reli- 
gion, they  ,do  not  fcruple  to  allow  their 
daughters  to  ■  fpend  almoft  the  whole  of 
their    time    exa&ly   like    the    daughters 
of  worldly  people.     Now,  though  it  be 
one  great  point  gained,  to  have  imbued 

their 
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their  young  minds  with  the  bed  know* 
ledge,  the  work  is  not  therefore  by  any 
means  accomplifhed.  "  What  do  ye  more 
*'  than  others  ?"  is  a  queftion  which,  in  a 
more  extended  fenfe,  religious  parents  mud 
be  prepared  to  anfwer. 

Such  parents  fhould  go  on  to  teach 
children  the  religious  ufe  of  time,  the  duty 
of  confecrating  to  God  every  talent,  every 
faculty,  every  pofleflion,  and  of  devoting 
their  whole  lives  to  his  glory.  People  of 
piety  fhould  be  more  peculiarly  on  their 
guard  againft  a  fpirit  of  idlenefs,  and  a 
flovenly  habitual  wafting  of  time,  becaufe 
this  pra&ice,  by  not  affuming  a  palpable 
fliape  of  guilt,  carries  little  alarm  to 
the  confcience.  Even  religious  charafters 
are  in  danger  on  this  fide ;  for  not  allow- 
ing themfelves  to  follow  the  world  in 
its  exceffes  and  diverfions,  they  have  con- 
fequently  more  time  upon  their  hands;  and 
inftead  of  dedicating  the  time  fo  refcued 
to  its  true  purpofes,  they  fometimes  make 
;u  it  were  compaction  to  themTelves  for 

their 
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their  abftinence  from  dangerous  places  of 
public  refort,  by  an  habitual  frivoloufnefe  at 
home;  by  a  fuperabundance  of  unprofitable 
fmall-talk,  idle  reading,  and  a  quiet  and  dvfll 
fritterirtg  away  of  time.  Tteir  day  perhaps 
has  been  more  free  from  actual  evil;  but  it 
will  often  be  found  to  have  -been  «  un- 
productive as  that  of  more  worldly  cha- 
racters ;  and  they  will  be  found  to  hare 
traded  tg  as  little  purpofe  with  their 
matter's  talents.  But  a  Chriftfon  mud 
take  care  to  keep  his  confcience  peculiarly 
alive  to  the  unapparent,  though  formid- 
able perils  of  unprofitableness. 

To  thcfe,  and  to  all,  the  author  would 
earnefHy  recommend  to  accuftom  their 
children  to  pafs  at  once  from  ferious  bu- 
finefs  to  afttve  and  animated  recreation ; 
they  fhould  carefully  preferve  them  front 
thofe  long  and  torpid  intervals  between 
both,  that  languid  indolence  and  fpiritlefs 
trifling,  which  wears  out  fuch  large 
portions  of  life  in  both  young  and  old. 
It  has  indeed  paffed  into  an  aphorifm, 

that 
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that  aftivity  is  neceflary  to  virtue,  even 
among  thofe  who  are  not  apprized  that  it 
is  alfo  mdifpenfable  to  happinefs.  So  far 
are  many  parents  from  being  fenfible  of 
this  truth,  that  vacations  from  fchool  are 
not  .merely  allowed,  but  appointed  to  pais 
away  in  wearifome  fauntering  and  inde* 
terminate  idlcnefs,  and  this  by  way  of 
converting  the  holidays  into  pleafurej 
JTay,  the  idlenefs  is  fpecifically  made  over 
to  the  child's  mind,  as  the  ftrongeft:  ex* 
preffion  of  the  fondnefs  of  the  parent! 
A  diflike  to  learning  is  thus  fyftematically 
excited  by  prepofteroufly  ere&ing  indo- 
lence into  a  reward  for  application  ! 
And  the  promife  of  doing  nothing  is  held 
out  as  the  bed  recompence  for  having 
done  well! 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  errors  of  conduct 
jirife  from  the  latent  but  very  operative 
principle  of  felfifhnefs.  This  principle 
is  obvioufly  promoted  by  many  habits  and 
praftices  feemingly  of  little  importance; 
pnd   indeed   felfifhnefs    is   fo    commonly 

interwoven 
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interwoven  with  vanity  and  inconfideration, 
that  I  have  not  always  thought  it  neceffary 
to  mark  the  diftinftion.  They  are  alter* 
nately  caufe  and  effed  ;  and  are  produced 
and  re-produced  by  reciprocal  operation. 
They  are  a  joint  confederacy  who  are  mu- 
tually promoting  each  other's  ftrength  and 
intereft.  Ill-judging  tendernefs  is  in  foft 
only  a  concealed  felf-love,  which  cannot 
bear  to  be  witnefs  to  the  uneafinefs  which 
a  prefent  difappointment,  or  difficulty,  or 
vexation,  would  caufe  to  a  darling  child, 
yet  does  not  fcruple  by  improper  gratifica- 
tion to  (lore  up  for  it  future  miferies,  which, 
the  child  will  infallibly  fuffer,  though  i( 
may  be  at  a  diftant  period  which  the  mo- 
ther will  be  faved  the  pain  of  beholding. 

Another  principle  fomething  different 
from  this,  though  it  may  properly  fall 
under  the  head  of  felfifhnefs,  feems  to 
a&uate  fome  parents  in  their  conduft 
towards  their  children*:  I  mean,  a  certain 
flothfulnefs  of  mind,  a  love  of  eafe,  which 
impofes  a  voluntary  blindnefs,  aqd  mates 

them 
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them  not  choofe  to  fee  what  will  give  them 
trouble  to  combat*  From  the  perfons  in 
queftion  we  frequently  hear  fuch  expref- 
flons  as  thefe :  "  Children  will  be  chil- 
"  dren:"-— a  My  children  I  fuppofe  are 
"  much  like  thofe  of  other  people,"  &c. 
Thus  we  may  obferve  this  dangerous  and 
delufive  principle  frequently  turning  off 
with  a  fmile  from  the  firft  indications  of 
thofe  tempers,  which  from  their  fatal  ten* 
dency  ought  to  be  very  ferioufly  taken  up. 
I  would  be  underftood  now  as  fpeaking  to 
confcientious  parents,  who  confider  it  as  a 
duty  to  correft  the  faults  of  their  children, 
but  who,  from  this  indolence  of  mind,  are 
extremely  backward  in  di/covering  fuch 
faults,  and  not  very  well  pleafed  when 
they  are  pointed  out  by  others.  Such 
parents  will  do  well  to  take  notice  that 
whatever  they  confider  it  as  a  duty  to 
cm-eft^  muft  be  equally  a  duty  to  en- 
deavour to  find  out.  And  this  love  of 
eafe  is  the  more  to  be  guarded  againft, 
as  it  not  only  leads  parents  into  erroneous 

conduft 
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condu&  towards  their  ch34ren,  but  i* 
peculiaily  dangerous  to  themfelves*  It 
is  a  fault  frequently  cherifhed  from  Igno-  ' 
ranee  of  its  real  chancer;,  for;  not 
bearing  on  it  the  fixong,  featured  -of  de* 
formity  which  mark  many  other  vices, 
but  on  the  contrary  bearing -fome  xe* 
femblance  to  virtue,  it  is  frequently 
miftaken  for  the  Chriftian  graces  of  pa- 
tience, meeknefs,  and  forbearance,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  oppofite  j 
thefe  proceeding  from  the  Chriftian  prin- 
ciple of  felf-denial,  the  other  from  fclf* 
indulgence. 

In  this  connexion  may  I  be  permitted 
to  remark  on  the  practice  at"  the  tables 
of  many  families  when  the  children  are  at 
home  for  the  holidays ;  every  delicacy 
is  forced  upon  them,  with  the  tempting 
remark,  *c  that  they  cannot  have  this 
"  or  that  dainty  at  fchool ;"  and  they  are. 
indulged  in  irregular  hours  for  the  fame 
motive,  cc  becaufe  they  cannot  have  that 
"  indulgence  at  fchool."  Thus  the  na- 
tural  feeds   of  idlenefs,    fenfuality,    and 

floth, 
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floth,  are  at  once  cherjfhed,  by  converting 
the  periodical  vifit  at  home  into  a  feafon  of 
intemperance,  late  hours,  and  exemption 
from  ftudy ;  fo  that  children  are  ha- 
bituated, at  an  age  when  lading  aflbciations 
are  formed  in  the  mind,  to  conned  the 
idea  of  ftudy  with  that  of  hardfhip,  of  hap- 
pinefk  with  gluttony,  and  of  pleafure  with 
loitering,  feafting,  or  fleeping. x  Would  it 
Ml  be  better  to  make  them  combine  the 
delightful  idea  of  home,  with  the  gratifi- 
cation of  the  focial  affe&ions,  the  fondn'efs 
of  maternal  love,  the  kindnefs,  and  warmth, 
and  confidence  of  the  fvveet  domeflic  at- 
tachments, 

/  ——And  all  the  charities 

Of  father,  fon,  and  brother  ? 

I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  thofe  liftlefo 
and  vacant  days,  when  the  thoughts  have 
no  precife  objett ;  when  the  imagination 
has  nothing  to  fhape;  when  induftry  has  no 
definite  purfuit ;  when  the  mind  and  the 
body  have  no  exercife,  and  the  ingenuity 
no  acquifition  either  to  anticipate  or  to 
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enjoy,  are  the  longeft,  the  dulleft,  and  the 
lead  happy,  which  children  of  fpirit  and 
genius  ever  pafs.  Yes !  it  is  a  few  fhort 
but  keen  and  lively  intervals  of  animated 
pleafure,  fnatched  from  between  the  fuc- 
ceflive  labours  and  duties  of  a  bufy  day, 
looked  forward  to  with  hope,  enjoyed  with 
tafte,  and  recolle&ed  without  femorfe, 
which,  both  to  men  and  to  children,  yield 
the  trued  portions  of  enjoyment.  O  fnatch 
your  offspring  from  adding  to  the  number 
of  thofe  obje&s  of  fupreme  commiferation, 
who  feek  their  happinefs  in  doing  nothing! 
Life  is  but  a  fhort  day  ;  but  it  is  a  work- 
ing day.  A&ivity  may  lead  to  evil ;  but 
inaftivity  cannot  be  led  to  good. 

Young  ladies  fhould  alfo  be  accuftomed 
to  fet  apart  a  fixed  portion  of  their  time, 
as  facred  to  the  poor  *,  whether  in  re- 
lieving, 

*  It  would  be  a  noble  employment,  and  well  be- 
coming the  tendernefs  of  their  fex,  if  ladies  were 
to  confider  the  fuperintendance  of  the  poor  as  thei 
immediate  office.    They  are  peculiarly  fitted  for  it; 

for 
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fieving*  mftru&rog,  or  working  for  them  } 
and  the  performance  of  this  duty  mud 
not  be  left  to  the  event  of  contingent 
circumftances,  or  the  operation  of  acci- 
dental ixBpreffions ;  but  it  muft  be  efta* 
bli&ed  into  a  principle,  and  wrought  into 
a  habit.  A  fpecific  portion  of  time  mud: 
be  allotted  to  it,  on  which  no  common 
engagement  muft  be  allowed  to  intrench* 
This  will  help  to  furntfh  a  powerful 
remedy  for  that  felfiflinefs  whofe  flrong 
holds,   the  truth    cannot    be    too    often 


for  from  their  own  habits  of  life  they  are  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  domeflic  wants  than 
the  other  fex  ;  and  in  eertain  inftances  of  ficknefs  and 
fullering  peculiar  to  themfelves,  they  fliould  be 
expected  to  have  more  fympathy;  and  they  have 
obvioufly  more  leifure.  There  its  a  certain  religious 
fociety,  diftingniihed  by  the  fimplicity  of  their  drefs, 
ttanners,  and  language,  whofe  poor  are  perhaps 
better  taken  care  of  than  any  other  *  and  one  reafon 
ttay  be,  that  they  are  immediately  under  the  inflec- 
tion of  the  women. 

tol.  i.  k  repeated, 
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repeated,  it  is  the  grand  bufinefs  of 
Chriftian  education  perpetually  to  attack. 
If  we  were  but  aware  how  much  better 
it  makes  ourfelves  to  wifh  to  fee  others 
better,  and  to  affift  in  making  them  fo, 
we  fhould  find  that  the  good  done  would 
be  of  as  much  importance  by  the  habit 
it  would  induce  in  our  own  minds,  as  by 
its  beneficial  effetts  on  others  *. 

In  what  relates  to  pecuniary  bounty, 
it  will  be  requiring  of  children  a  very 
fmall  facrifice,  if  you  teach  them  merely 
to  give  that  money  to  the  poor  which 
properly  belongs  to  the  parent ;  this  fort 
of  charity  commonly  fubtrafls  little  from 

*  In  addition  to  the  inftruAion  of  the  individual 
poor,  and  the  fuperintcndance  of  charity  fchools, 
ladies  might  be  highly  ufefol  in  affifting  the  pa* 
rochial  clergy  in  the  adoption  of  that  excellent  plan 
for  the  inftru&ion  of  the  ignorant  fuggeftcd  by  the 
Biihop  of  Durham  in  his  laft  admirable  charge  to  his 
clergy.  It  is  with  pleafure  the  author  is  enabled  to 
add  that  the  fcheme  has  a&ually  been  adopted  with 
good  effect  in  that  cxtenfivc  diocefc. 

their 
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their  own  pleafures,  efpecially  when  what 
they  have  beftowed  is  immediately  made 
up  to  them,  as  a  reward  for  their  little  fit 
of  generofity.  They  will,  on  this  plan, 
foon  learn  to  give,  not  only  for  praife  but 
for  profit.  The  facrifice  of  an  orange  to 
a  little  girl,  or  a  feather  to  a  great  one, 
given  at  the  expence  of  their  own  gratifi- 
cation, would  be  a  better  leflbn  of  charity 
on  its  right  ground,  than  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  to  be  prefently  replaced  by 
the  parent.  And  it  would  be  habituating 
them  early  to  combine  two  ideas  which 
ought  never  to  be  feparated,  charity  and 
felf-denial. 

As  an  antidote  to  felfifhnefs,  as  well  as 
pride  and  indolence,  they  fliould  alfo  very 
early  be  taught  to  perform  all  the  little 
offices  in  their  power  for  themfelves; 
not  to  be  infolently  calling  for  fervants 
where  there  is  no  real  occafionj  above 
all,  they  fhould  be  accuftomed  to  confider 
the  domeftics'  hours  of  meals  and  reft  as 
almoft  {acred,  and  the  golden  rule  fhould 
k  2  be 
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he  praAkratly  and  uniformly  enforced,  ercn 
6fi  fo  trifling  an  occafion  a*  ringing  a 
bell  through  mere  wantonnefe,  or  fetf. 
k*e,  or  pride. 

To  check  the  growth  of  inconfiderate- 
iiefs,  young  ladies  fhould  early  be  taught 
to  difcharge  their  little  debts  with  punc- 
tuality.   They  fliould  be  made  fenfible  of 
the  cruelty  of  obliging  trades-people  to  call 
bften  for  the  money  due  to  them  j   and 
df  hindering  and  detaining  tfcofe  whofe 
time  is  the  fource  of  their  fubfiftence, 
under  pretence  of  fome  frivolous  engage- 
ment, which  ought  to  be  made  to  bend  to 
the   comfort  and   advantage   of   others. 
They    fhould   confcientioufly  allow    fiif- 
ficient  time    for  the  execution   of  their 
Orders ;   and  with  a  Chriftian  circumfpeo 
tion,  be  careful  not  to  drive  work-people, 
by  needlefs  hurry,  into  lofing  their  reft, 
of  breaking  the  Sabbath.     I  have  known 
a  lady  give  her  gown  to  a  mantua-maker 
on  the  Saturday  night,  to  whom  (he  would 
not  for  the  world  fay  in  fo  many  word*, 

«  You 
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**  You  mart .  work  through  the  whole 
"  of  Sunday/'  while  (he  was  virtually 
compelling  her  to  do  fo,  by  an  injunction 
to  bring  the  gown  home  finished  on  the 
Monday  morning,  on  pain  of  her  dif* 
pleafure.  To  thefe  hardfhips  numbers  are 
continually  driven  by  good-natured  but 
inconfiderate  employers.  As  thefe  petty 
exa&ions  of  inconfideration  furnifh  alfo 
a  conftant  aliment  to  feififlinefs,  let  not 
a  defire  to  counteract  them  be  confidered 
as  leading  to  too  minute  details ;  nothing 
is  too  frivolous  for  animadverfion,  which 
fends  to  fix  a  bad  habit  in  the  fupe- 
rior,  or  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  de* 
pendant. 

Would  it  not  be  turning  thofe  political 
do&rines,    which    are    now   fo    warmly 
agitating,   to  a  truly  moral  account,  and 
I  give    the  beft  practical    anfwer   to    the 

*  popular  declamations  on  the  inequality  pf 

human  conditions,    were   the   rich  care- 
fully to  inftruft  their  children  to  foften 
that  inevitable  inequality  by. the  mildneft 
t  *3  and 
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and  tendernefs  of  their  behaviour  to  their 
inferiors?  This  difpenfation  of  God,  which 
excites  fo  many  murmurs,  would,  were  it 
thus  pradtically  improved,  tend  to  eftablifh 
the  glory  of  that  Being  who  is  now  fo  often 
reviled  for  his  injuftice ;  for  God  himfelf 
is  covertly  attacked  in  many  of  the  invec- 
tives againft  laws  and  governments,  and  the 
fuppofed  unjufl  difproportion  of  ranks. 

This  difpenfation,  thus  properly  im- 
proved, would  at  once  call  into  exercife 
the  generofity,  kindncfs,  and  forbearance 
of  the  fuperior ;  and  the  patience,  refign- 
ation,  and  gratitude  of  the  inferior  :  and 
thus,  while  we  were  vindicating  the  ways 
of  Providence,  we  fhould  be  accomplifliing 
his  plan,  by  bringing  into  action  thofe 
virtues  of  both  claffes  which  would  have 
had  little  exercife  had  there  been  no 
inequality  in  fortune.  Thofe  who  are 
fo  zealoufly  contending  for  the  privileges 
of  rank  and  power,  fhould  never  lofe  fight 
of  the  religious  duties  and  confiderate 
virtues  .which  the  pofleflion  of  rank  and 

power 
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power  impofes  on  themfelves ;  duties  and 
virtues  which  (hould  ever  be  infeparable 
from  thofe  privileges.  As  the  inferior 
clafles  have  little  real  right  to  complain  of 
laws,  in  this  refpeft  let  the  great  be  watch- 
ful to  give  them  as  little  caufe  to  complain 
of  manners.  In  order  to  this,  let  them 
carefully  train  up  their  children  to  fupply 
by  individual  kindnefs  thofe  cafes  of  hard* 
(hip  which  laws  cannot  reach;  let  them 
obviate,  by  an  adtive  and  well-direfted 
compaffion,  thofe  imperfe&ions  of  which 
the  beft  conftrufted  human  inftitutions 
mud  unavoidably  partake ;  and,  by  the  ex- 
ercife  of  private  bounty,  early  inculcated, 
foften  thofe  diftreffes  which  can  never  come 
under  the  cognifance  of  public  laws  :  by 
fuch  means  every  leffon  of  politics  may  be 
converted  into  a  leffon  of  piety ;  and  a 
fpirit  of  condefcending  love  might  win 
over  fome,  whom  a  fpirit  of  inventive  will 
only  inflame. 

It   can  never  be  too   often   repeated, 

that  one  of  the  great  obje&s  of  education 

K  4  is 
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is  the  forming  x>f  habits.  Among  the 
inftances  of  negligence  into  which  even 
jeligioufly  difpofed  parents  and  teachers 
are  apt  to  fall,  one  is,  that  they  are  not 
fufficiently  attentive  in  finding  mterefting 
employment  for  the  Sunday,  They  do 
not  make  a  fcruple  of  fometimes  allowing 
their  children  to  fill  up  the  intervals  of 
public  worfhip  with  their  ordinary  em* 
ployments  and  common  fchool  exercifes, 
They  are  not  aware  that  they  are  thus 
training  their  offspring  to  an  early  and  4 
fyflematic  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  by 
this  habit ;  for  to  children,  their  tafks 
gre  their  bufinefs  j  to  them  £  French  or 
Latin  exercife  is  as  ferious  an  occupa-r 
tion  as  the  exercife  of  a  trade  or  pro* 
feflion  is  to  a  man;  and  if  they  are 
allowed  to  think  the  one  right  now,  they 
will  not  be  brought  hereafter  to  think  that 
the  other  is  wrong  ;  for  the  opinions  and 
praftices  fixed  at  this  early  fe^fon  are  not 
eafily  altered.  By  this  overfight  even  the 
friends  of  religion  may  be   contributing 

eventually 
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eventually  to  that  abolition  of  the  Lord's 
day,  fo  devoutly  wiflied  by  its  enemies,  as 
the  defired  preliminary  to  the  deftru&ion 
of  whatever  is   mod  dear  to  Chriftians. 
What  ohftrudion  would  it  offer  to  the 
general  progrefs  of  youth,  if  all  their  Sun- 
day exercifes  (which,  with  reading,  com- 
pofing,  transcribing,  and  getting  by  heart, 
might    be    extended    to  an   entertaining 
variety)  were  adapted  to  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  the  day  ?  It  is  not  meant  to  impofe 
on  themfuch  rigorous  ftudy  as  (hall  convert 
the  day  they  fhould  be  taught  to  love  into 
a  'day  of  burdens  and  hardfhips,  or  to 
abridge  their  innocent  enjoyments;   but 
it  is  intended  merely  to  fuggeft  that  there 
fhould  be   a   marked   diftin&ion   in   the 
nature  of  their  employments  and  ftudies  ; 
for  on  the  obfervance  or  negled  of  this, 
as  was  before  obferved,  their  future  notions 
and   principles    will   in    a    good    degree 
be  formed.     The  Gofpel,  in  refcuing  the 
Lord's  day  from  the   rigorous  bondage 
pf  the  Jewi(h  Sabbath,  never  leffened  the 

obligation 
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obligation  to  keep  it  holy,  nor  meant  to 
fandion  any  fecular  occupation. 

Though  the  author,  chiefly  writing  with 
a  view  to  domedic  inftru&ion,  has  pur- 
pofely  avoided  entering  on  the  difputed 
queftion,  whether  a  fchool  or  home  educa- 
tion be  bed;  a  queftion  which  perhaps 
mud  generally   be   decided  by  the  ftate 
of   the    individual   home,    and  the  (late 
of  the  individual  fchool ;  yet  (he  begs  leave 
to  fugged  one  remark,  which  peculiarly 
belongs  to  a  fchool  education ;  namely, 
the  general  habit  of  converting  the  Sunday 
into  a  vifiting  day  by  way  of  gaining  time ; 
•as  if  the  appropriate  indruiiions   of  the 
Sunday  were  the  cheaped  facrifice  which 
could  be  made  to  pleafure.     Even  in  thojfe 
fchools,  in  which  religion  is  confidered  as 
an  indifpenfable  part  of  indru&ion,  this 
kind  of  indrucftion  is  almoft   exclufively 
limited  to  Sundays :  how  then  are  girls 
ever  to  make  any  progrefs  in  this  mod 
important  article,  if  they  are  habituated  to 
lofe  the  religious  advantages  of  the  fchool, 

for 
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for  the  fake  of  having  more  dainties  for 
dinner  abroad  ?  This  remark  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  apply  tothevifits  which  children 
make  to  religious  parents,  and  indeed  it 
only  applies  to  thofe  cafes  where  the  fchool 
is  a  confeientious  fchool,  and  the  vifit  a 
trifling  vifit. 

Among  other  fubjetts  which  engrofi 
a  good  (hare  of  worldly  converfation,  one 
of  the  molt  attrafting  is  beauty.  Many 
ladies  have  often  a  random  way  of  talking 
rapturoufly  on  the  general  importance 
of  beauty,  who  are  yet  prudent  enough 
to  be  very  unwilling  to  let  their  own 
daughters  find  out  they  are  handfome. 
Perhaps  the  contrary  courfe  might  be 
fafer.  If  the  little  liftener  were  not 
conftantly  hearing  that  beauty  is  the  belt 
gift,  fhe  would  not  be  fo  vain  from  fancy- 
ing herfelf  to  be  the  beft  gifted.  Be  lefs 
folicitous,  therefore,  to  conceal  from  her 
3.  fecret  which  with  all  your  watchfulnefs 
{he  wiU  be  fure  to  find  out,  without  your 

telling; 
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telling;  but  rather  feek  to  lower  the 
general  value  of  beauty  in  her  eftimttton. 
Ufe  your  daughter  in  all  things  to  a 
different  ftandard  from  that  of  the  world. 
It  is  not  by  vulgar  people  and  iervants 
only  that  (lie  will  be  told  of  her  being 
pretty.  She  will  be  hearing  it.  not  only 
from  gay  ladies,  but  from  grave  men ;  (he 
will  be  hearing  it  from  the  whole  world 
around  her.  The  antidote  to  the  prefent 
danger  is  not  now  to  be  fearched  for j  it 
mud  be  already  operating ;  it  muft  have 
been  provided  for  in  the  foundation  laid  in 
the  general  principle  (he  had  been  imbib- 
ing, before  this  particular  temptation  of 
beauty  came  in  queftion.  And  this  general 
principle  is  an  habitual  indifference  to 
flattery.  She  muft  have  learnt  not  to  be 
intoxicated  by  the  praife  of  the  world. 
She  muft  have  learnt  to  eftimate  things  by 
their  intrinfic  worth,  rather  than  by  the 
world's  eftimation.  Speak  to  her  with 
particular  kindnefs  and  commendation  of 
plain  but  amiable  girls;    mention  with 

companion 
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compaffion  fuch  as  are  handfome  but 
ill-educated ;  fpeak  cafually  oT  fome  who 
were  once  thoaght  pretty,  but  have  ceafed 
to  be  go$d ;  make  ufe  of  the  (hortnefs  and. 
uncertainty  of ^eauty,  as  ftrong  additional 
reafons  for  making  that  which  is  little 
valuable  in  itfelf,  ftill  lefs  valuable.  As  it 
is  a  new  idea  which  is  always  dangerous, 
you  may  thus  break  the  force  of  this 
danger  by  allowing  her  an  early  intro- 
duction to  this  inevitable  knowledge,  which 
would  become  more  interefting,  and  of 
courfe  more  perilous  by  every  additional 
year :  and  if  you  can  guard  againft  that 
fatal  error  of  letting  her  fee  that  fhe 
is  more  loved  on  account  of  her  beauty, 
her  familiarity  with  the  idea  may  be  lefg 
fatal  than  its  novelty  afterwards  would 
prove. 

But  the  great  and  conftant  danger 
to  which  young  perfons  in  the  higher 
walks  of  life  are  expofed,  is  the  prevailing 
torn  and  fpirit  of  general  converfation. 
Evta  the  children  of  better  faftoilies,  who 
5  are 
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are  well  inftru&ed  when  at  their  ftudte** 
are  yet  at  other  times  continually  behold* 
ing  the  world  fet  up  in  the  higheft  and 
mod  advantageous  point  of  view.  Seeing 
the  world !  knowing  the  World !  {landing 
well  with  the  world !  making  a  figure  in 
the  world !  is  fpoken  of  as  including  the 
whole  fum  and  fubftance  of  human  ad* 
vantages.  They  hear  their  education 
almoft  exclufively  alluded  to  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  figure  it  will  enable  them  to 
make  in  the  world.  In  almoft  all  com- 
panies, they  hear  all  that  the  world  admires 
Ipoken  of  with  admiration ;  rank  flattered, 
feme  coveted,  power  fought,  beauty  idol- 
ized, money  confidered  as  the  one  tiling 
needful,  and  as  the  atoning  fubftitute  for 
the  want  of  all  other  things ;  profit  held 
up  as  the  reward  of  virtue,  and  worldly  efti- 
mation  as  the  juft  and  higheft  prize  of  law- 
ful ambition  ;  and  after  the  very  fpirit  of 
the  world  has  been  thus  habitually  infiifed 
into  them  all  the  week,  one  cannot  expeft 
much  effect  from  their  being  coldly  told 

now 
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now  and  then  on  Sundays,  that  they  muft 
Hot "  love  the  world,  nor  the  things  of  the 
•'  world."  To  tell  them  once  in  feven  days 
that  it  is  a  fin  to  gratify  an  appetite  which 
you  have  been  whetting  and  flimulating 
the  preceding  fix,  is  to  require  from  them 
a  power  of  felf-control,  which  our  know- 
ledge of  the  imperuofity  of  the  paffions, 
efpecially  in  early  age,  fhould  have  taught 
us  is  impoffible. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  animadvert  on 
the   ufual    mifapplication  of    the   phrafe, 
4<  knowing   the  world  j"  which  term  is 
commonly  applied,  in  the  way  of  pane- 
gyric,  to  keen,  defigning,  felfifli,  ambi- 
tious men,   who  ftudy  mankind  in  order 
to  turn  it  to  their  own  account.     But  in 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  expreflion,  the  fenfe 
which  Chriftian  parents  would  wifh  to  im- 
prefs  on  their  children,  to  know  the  world, 
b  to  know  its  emptinefs,  its  vanity,  Jts  futi- 
lity, and  its  wickednefs.     To  know  it,  is  to 
defpife  it;  and  in  this  view,  an  obfcure 
Chriftian  in  a  village  may  be  faid  to  know 

-the 
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die  world  better  than  a  hoary  courtier*  at 
wily  politician ;  for  how  can  they  be  fakl 
to  know  it,  who  go  on  to  love  it,  to  value 
it,  to  be  led  captive  by  its  allurements,  to 
give  their  foul  in  exchange  for  its  lying 
promif$s? 

But  while  fo  falfe  an  eftimate  it  often 
made  in  fafhionable  fociety  of  the  real 
value  of  things ;  that  is,  while  Chriitianity 
does  not  furnifli  the  ftandard,  and  human 
opinion  does;   while  the  multiplying  our 
defires  is    confidered  as  a    fymptom  of 
elegance,  though  to  fubdue  them  is  made 
the  grand  criterion  of  religion  ;  while  mo- 
deration is  beheld  as  indicating  a  poornefs 
of  fpirit,  though  to  that  very  poverty  of 
fpirit  the  higheft  promife  of  the  Golpei 
is    affigned ;    while   worldly  wifdom    is 
enjoined  by  worldly  friends,   in  contra* 
diftion  to  that  affertion,  "  that  the  wifdom 
"  of  the  world  is  foolifhnefs  with  God  ;** 
while  the  praife  of  man  is  to  be  anxioufly 
fought    in  oppofition  to  that  affurance, 
that  "  the  fear  of  man  worketh  a  fhare  j" 

while 
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'while  thefc  things  are  fo,  and  that  they 
are  fo  in  a  good  degree  who  will  deny  ? 
may  we  not  venture  to  affirm  that  a  Chrif- 
tian  education,  though  it  be  not  an  im- 
poffible,  is  yet  a  very  difficult  work  ? 


T^' 
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Filial  obedience  not  tie  charafler  of  the  age. 
—A  comparifon  with  the  preceding  age 
in  this  rcfpeft.—Thofe  who  cultivate  the 
mind  advifed  to  Jiudy  the  nature  of  the 
foil. — Unpromifing  children  often  make 
flrong  characters. — Teachers  too  apt  to 
devote  their  pains  almofi  exclufively  to 
children  of  parts. 

A  mong  the  real  improvements  of  mo- 
dern  times,  and  they  are  not  a  few,  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  the  growth  of  filial  obe- 
dience cannot  be  included.  Who  can  for- 
bear obferving  and  regretting  in  a  variety  of 
inftances,  that  not  only  fons  but  daughters 
have  adopted  fomething  of  that  fpirit  of 
independence,  and  difdain  of  control 
which  chara&erife  the  times  ?  And  is  it 
not  obvious  that  d<#neltic  manners  are  not 

(lightly 
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%hile  theft  things  are  fo,  and  that  they 
are  fo  in  a  good  degree  who  will  deny  ? 
may  we  not  venture  to  affirm  that  a  Chrif- 
tian  education,  though  it  be  not  an  im- 
poffibie,  is  yet  a. very  difficult  work  ? 
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underftand  a  word.  But  this  is  in  fa& 
nothing  more  than  an  inftance  of  the 
ftritt  domcftic  regulations  of  the  age 
in  which  Milton  lived ;  and  fhould  not  be 
brought  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  feverity 
of  his  individual  temper.  •  Nor  indeed 
in  any  cafe  fhould  it  ever  be  considered  as 
an  hardfhip  for  an  affectionate  child  to . 
amufe  an  afflided  parent,  even  though  it 
fhould  be  attended  with  a  heavier  facrifice 
of  her  own  pleafure  than  in  the  prefent 
inftance*. 

.    Is 


*  In  fpite  of  this  too  prevailing  fpirit,  and  at  a  time 
when,  by  an  inverted  date  of  fociety,  facrifice*  of  eafe 
and  pleafure  are  rather  exa&ed  by  children  from  pa- 
rents, than  required  of  parents  from  children,  number- 
lefs  inftances  might  be  adduced  of  filial  affedion  truly 
honourable  to  the  prefent  period.  And  the  author 
records  with  pleafure,  that  (he  has  feen  amiable  young 
ladies  of  high  rank  conducting  the  fteps  of  a  blind 
but  illnftrious  parent  with  true  filial  fbndnefr;  and 
has  often  contemplated,  in  another  family,  the  inte- 
refting  attentions  of  daughters  who  were  both  hands 
and  eyes  to  an  infirm  and  nearly  blind  father*     It  is 

but 
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{lightly  tm&ured  with  the  hue  of  public 
principles  ?  The  rights  of  man  hare  been 
difcufled,  till  we  are  fomewhat  wearied 
with  the  difcuffion.  To  thefe  have  been 
oppofed,  with  more  prefumption  than 
prudence,  the  rights  of  woman.  It  follows, 
according  to  die  natural  progreffion  of 
human  things,  that  the  next  ftage  of  that 
irradiation  which  our  enlighteners  are 
pouring  in  upon  us  will  illuminate  the 
world  with  grave  defcants  on  the  rights  of 
children. 

This  revolutionary  fpirit  in  families 
fuggefts  the  remark,  that  among  the  faults 
with  which  it  has  been  too  much  the 
fafhion  of  recent  times  to  load  the  memory 
of  the  incomparable  Milton,  one  of  die 
charges  brought  againft  his  private  cha- 
racter (for  with  his  political  chara&er  we 
have  here  nothing  to  do)  has  been,  that  be 
was  (b  fever e  a  father  as  to  have  compelled 
his  daughters,  after  hfe  was  blind,  to  read 
?loud  to  him,  for  his  fole  pleafure,  Greek 
and  Latin  authors  of  which  they  did  not 
l  %  underftand 
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faults  for  being  open,  they  cafy  difcover 
jnor$. 

Difdpline,  however,  is  not  cruelty, 
and  reftraint  is  not  feverity.  We  mud 
ftrengthen  the  feeble,  while  we  repel  the 
bold.  We  cannot  educate  by  a  ttceift  > 
for  after  ftudying  the  beft  rules,  and  aftct 
digefting  them  into  a  fyftem,  much  muft 
depend  on  contingent  circumftanc6&.  The 
cultiratoi  of  the  human  mind  muft,  Hke 
the  gardener,  ftudy  diverfities  of  foil,  or 
he  may  plant  diligently  and  water  faith- 
fully with  little  fruit.  The  fkilful  labourer 
knows  that  even  where  the  furface  is  not 
particularly  promifing,  there  is  often  a 
rough  ftrong  ground  which  will  amply  re- 
pay the  trouble  of  breaking  it  up $  yet  we 
are  often  mod  taken  with  a  foft  furface, 
though  it  conceal  a  (hallow  depth,  becaufe 
it  promifes  prefent  reward  and  little  trou- 
ble. But  (bong  and  pertinacious  tempers, 
of  which  perhaps  obftinacy  is  the  leading 
vice,  under  fkilful  management  often  turn 
out  fteady  and  fterling  characters ;  while 

from 
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from  foftcr  clay  a  firm  and  vigorous  virtue 
h  but  feklom  produced* 

But  thefb  revolutions  m  charade?  cart- 
art  be  effeded  by  mem  educaribir.  Plir- 
tarcfc  has  obferved  due  tbe  medical  feience 
would  never  be  brought  to  perfc&km  tHl 
pdfon*  fkould  be  converted  iftfophyfitJ* 
What  Our  late  Improve™  in  natural  feieuce 
hat*  (tone  m  tbe  medical  world,  by  con* 
verting  the  moft  deadly  ingredients  into. 
iaftrbmeat*  of  life  and  health,  Chriftianity 
with  a  fort  of  divine  akhymy  has  efie&ed 
Jul  the  moral  world,  by  that  traafmutatioa 
which  makes  thofe  paffions  which  have 
been  working  lor  fin?  become  a&ve  in  the 
caufc  of  religion.  The  violent  temper  of 
Saul  of  Tarfus,  which  was  u  exceedingly 
"  mad"  againft  the  faints  of  God,  did  God 
lee  fit  to  convert  mto  that  burning  zeal 
which  enabled  Paul  the  Apoftle  to  labour 
fo  unremittingly  for  the  Gonverfion  of  the 
Gentile  world.  Chriftianity  indeed  docs 
not  fo  much  give  us  new  affections  or  fa- 
l  4  culties, 
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euhies,  as  give  a  new  diredion  to  thofe  w& 
already  have.  She  changes  that  forrow  of 
the  world  which  worketh  death,  into 
« godly  forrow  which  worketh  repent- 
"  ance."  She  changes  our  anger  againft 
the  perfons  we  diflike  into  hatred  of  their 
fins.  "  The  fear  of  man  which  worketh 
<c  a  fnare,"  (he  tranfmutes  into  w  that  fear 
c<  of  God  which  worketh  falvation."  That 
religion  does  not  extinguifti  the  paflions, 
but  alters  their  objett,  the  animated  ex- 
preflions  of  the  fervid  Apoftle  confirm— 
<c  Yea,  what  fearfulnefs  ;  yea,  what  clear*  % 
u  *n&  <f  your/elves  /  yea,  what  indignation  ; 
u  yea,  what  fear ;  yea,  what  vehement 
<c  defire;  yea,  what  zeal;  yea,  what 
U  revenge*!" 

Thus,  by  fome  of  themoft  troublefome 
paffions  of  our  nature  being  converted 
by  the  blefling  of  God  on  a  -  religious  ' 
education  to  the  fide  of  virtue,  a  double 
purpofe  is  effeded.  Becaufe,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  change  the  metaphor,  it  is  the 

*  X  Corinthians,  vii.  11. 

chara&er 
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character  of  the  paffions  never  to  obferve 
a  neutrality.  If  they  arc  no  longer  rebels, 
they  become  auxiliaries;  and  a  foe  fub- 
dued  is  an  ally  obtained.  And  it  is  the 
effeft  of  religion  on  the  paffions,  that 
when  (he  fdzes  the  enemy's  garrifon,  lhe 
does  not  content  herfelf  with  defeating  its 
future  mifchiefs,  fhe  does  not  deftroy  the 
works,  .(he  does  not  burn  the  arfenal  and 
fpike  the  cannon;  but  the  artillery  (he 
feizes,  (he  turns  to  her  own  ufe;  (he  at- 
tacks in  her  turn,  and  plants  its  whole  force 
againft  the  enemy  from  whom  (he  has 
taken  it. 

But  while  I  would  deprecate  harfhnels, 
1  would  enforce  difcipline;  and  that  not 
merely  on  the  ground  of  religion,  Jbut 
of  happinefs  alfo.  One  reafon,  not  leldom 
brought  forward  by  tender  but  miftakea 
mothers  as  an  apology  for  their  un- 
bounded indulgence,  efpecially  to  weakly 
children,  is,  that  they  probably  will  not 
live  to  enjoy  the  world  when  grown  up, 
2nd  that  therefore  they  would  not  abridge 

the 
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the  little  pleafure  they  may.  enjoy  at  pre* 
fent.  But  a  flight  degree  of  obfervation 
would  prove  that  this  is  an  error  in  judg- 
ment as  well  as  in  principle.  For,  omit- 
ting any  confiderations  refpe&ing  their 
future  welfare,  and  entering  only  into  their 
immediate  taterefts;  it  is  an  indifputabk 
&&  that  children .  who  know  no  control, 
whofe  faults  encounter  no  contradiction, 
and  whofe  humours  expeiience  conftaat 
indulgence,  grow  more  irritable  and  ca* 
pricious,  invent  wants,  create  defires,  lofe 
all  relifh  for  the  pleafures  which  they 
know  they  may  reckon  upon ;  and  become 
perhaps  more  miferable  than  even  thofe 
unfortunate  children  who  labour  under  the 
more  obvious  and  more  commiferated  mif- 
fortune  of  fuffering  under  the  tyranny  of 
unkind  parents. 

An  early  habitual  reftraint  is  peculiarly 
important  to  the  future  chara&er  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  women.  A  judicious,  unrelax- 
ing,  but  fteady  and  gentle  curb  on  their 
tempers  and  paffions  can  alone  enfure  their 

peace 
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peace  and  gftablifh  their  principles.    It  is 
a  batik  which  cannot  be  adopted  too  foon, 
nor  perfifted  in  too  pertinacioufly.     They 
Jbould  when  very  young  be  enured  to  con* 
tradi&iott*     btftead  of  hearing  their  bon- 
mtt  treafured  up  and  repeated  to  the 
guefts  till  they  begin  to  think  it  dull,  when 
they  thetnfelves  are  not  the  Iktle  heroine  of 
the  theme,  they  fhould  be  accuftomed  to 
fwtive  but  little  praife  for  their  vivacity  or 
their  tuft,  though  they  fhould  receive  juft 
commendation  for  their  patience,    their 
mdnftry,  their  humility,  and  other  qualities 
winch  have  more  worth  than  fplendour. 
They  fhould  be  led  to  diftruft  their  own 
judgment;  they  fhould  learn. not  to  mur- 
mur at   expoftulation  j     but  (hould    be 
accuftomed  to  expeft  and  to  endure  oppo- 
fition.     It  is  a  leflbn  with  which  the  world 
will  not  fail  to  furnifh  them ;   and  they 
will  not  pradife  it  the  worfe  for  having 
learnt  it  the  fooner.     It  is  of  the  laft  im- 
portance to  their  happinefs  even  in  this  life 
that  they  fhould  early  acquire  a  fubmiflive 

temper 
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temper  and  a  forbearing  fpirit.  They 
muft  even  endure  to  be  thought  wrong 
fometimes,  when  they  cannot  hut  feel 
they  are  right.  And  .while  they  fhould 
beanxioufly  afpiring  to  do  well,  they  muft 
not  expeft*  always  to  obtain  the  praifc 
of  having  done  fo.  But  while  a  gentle 
demeanor  is  inculcated,  let  them  not  be 
inftru&ed  to  pra&ife  gentlenefs  merely  oa 
the  low  ground  of  its  being  decorous,  and 
feminine,  and  pleafmg,  and  calculated  to 
attratt  human  favour :  but  let  them  be 
carefully  taught  to  cultivate  it  on  the  high 
principle  of  obedience  to  Chrift  j  on  the 
pra&ical  ground  of  labouring  after  con- 
formity to  Him,  who,  when  he  propofed 
himfelf  as  a  perfed  pattern  of  imitation^did 
not  fay,  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  great,  or 
wife,  or  mighty,  but  "  Learn  of  me,  for  I 
"  am  meek  and  lowly :"  and  gracioufly 
promifed  that  the  reward  fhquld  accom- 
pany the  praftice,  by  encouragingly  adding, 
"  and  ye  fhall  find  reft  to  your  fouls.** 
Do  not  teach  them  humility  on  the  ordi- 
nary 
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nary  ground  that  vanity  is  unamiable,  and 
that  no  one  will  love  them  if  they  are 
proud ;  for  that  will  only  go  to  corredk  the 
exterior,  and  make  them  foft  and  fmiling 
hypocrites.  But  inform  them,  that  "  God 
**  refifteth  the  proud,"  while  "  them 
"  that  are  meek  he  (hall  guide  in  judg* 
"  ment,  and  fuch  as  are  gentle,  them  (hall 
u  he  teach  his  #ay."  In  thefe,  as  in  all 
other  cafes,  an  habitual  attention  to  the 
motives  fhould  be  carefully  fubftituted  in 
their  young  hearts,  in  the  place  of  too 
much  anxiety  about  the  event  of  a&ions. 
Principles,  aims,  and  intentions  fhould  be 
invariably  infifted  on,  as  the  only  true 
ground  of  right  pra&ice,  and  they  fhould 
be  carefully  guarded  againft  too  much  foli- 
citude  for  that  human  praife  which  attaches 
to  appearances  as  much  as  to  realities,  to 
fuccefs  more  than  to  defert. 

Let  me  repe^tj   that  it  will  be  of  vaft 

importance  not  to  let  flip  the  earlieft  oc- 

cafions  of  working  gentle  manners  into  an 

habit  ontheir  only  true  foundation,  Chriftian 

9  meek- 
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meeknefs.     For  this  purpofe  I  would  again 
urge  your  calling  in  die  example  of  our 
Redeemer  in  aid  of  his  precepts.    Endea- 
vour to  make  your  pupil  feel  that  all  the 
wonders  exhibited  in  his  life  do  not  fo 
overwhelm  the  awakened  heart  with  rap* 
turc,  love,  and  aftonUhment,  as  the  per- 
petual mftances  of  his  humility  and  meek- 
nefs.    Stupendous  miracles,  exercifes  of 
infinite  power  prompted  by  infinite  mercy, 
are  actions    which  we  ftiould   naturally 
enough  conceive  as  growing  out  of  the 
divine    perfeftions:    but    filence   under 
cruel  mockings,  patience  under  reproach, 
gentlenefs  of  demeanor  under  unparalleled 
injuries ;  thefe  are  perfo&ions  of  which 
unaflifted  nature  not  only  has  no  coocep- 
tion  in  a  Divine  Being,  but  at  which  it 
would  revolt,   had  not  the  reality  i?een 
exemplified  by  our  perfeft  pattern.    Heal- 
ing the  fick,  feeding  the  multitude,  reftor- 
ing  the  blind,  raifing  the  dead,  are  deads 
of  which  we  could  form  forne  adequate 
idea,  as  neceffarily  Sowing  from  Almighty 
6  good* 
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goodnefs :  but  to  wa(h  his  difciples'  feet, 
—*to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  the  poor, — to 
renounce  not  only  eafe,  for  that  heroes 
have  done  on  human  motives,— but  to 
renounce  praife,  to  forgive  his  persecutors, 
Co  love  his  enemies,  to  pray  .for  his  mur- 
derers with  his  laft  breath; — thefe  are 
things  which,  while  they  compel  us  to 
cry  Out  with  the  Centurion,  "  Truly 
**  this  was  the  Son  of  God,"  fhould 
remind  us  alfo,  that  they  are  not  only 
adorable  but  imitable  p^rts  of  his  chara&er. 
Thefe  are  perfections  which  we  are  not 
barely  to  contemplate  with  holy  awe  and 
dtthnt  admiration,  as  if  they  were  re- 
drifted  to  the  divine  nature  of  our  Re- 
deemer; but  we  mud  confider  them  as 
fuited  to  the  human  nature  alfo,  which  he 
condescended  to  participate ;  in  content* 
plating,  we  mult  imitate  ;  in  admiring,  we 
mud  pra&ife ;  and  in  our  meafure  and  de- 
gree go  and  do  likewife.  Elevate  your 
thoughts  for  one  moment  to  this  ftandard, 
(and  never  allow  yourfelf  to  be  contented 

with 
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with  a  lower,)  and  then  go,  if  you  can* 
and  teach  your  children  to  be  mild,  and 
foft,  and  gentle  on  worldly  grounds,  on 
human  motives,  and  as  an  external- at- 
traction. 

There  .is  a  cuftom  among  teachers* 
which  is  not  the  more  right  for  being 
common;  .they  are  apt  to  beftow  an 
undue  proportion  of  pains  on  children  of 
the  bed  capacity,  as  if  only  geniufes 
were  worthy  of  attention.  They  ihould 
reflett  that  in  moderate  talents*  carefully 
cultivated,  we  are  perhaps  to  look  for  the 
chief  happinefs  and  virtue  of  fociety.  If 
fuperlative  genius  had  been  generally 
neceflary,  its  exiftence  would  not  have 
been  fo  rare;  for  Omnipotence  could  eafily 
have  made  thofe  talents  common  which  we 
now  confider  as  extraordinary  had  they 
been  neceflary  to  the  perfeftion  of  his  plan. 
Befides,  while  we  are  confcientioufly  in- 
ftrutting  children  of  moderate  capacity, 
it  is  a  comfort  to  refleft,  that  if  no  labour 
will  raife  them  to  a  high  degree  in  the  fcale 
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of  inteUc&ual  excellence,  yet  they  may  be 
led  on  to  perfection  in  that  road  in  which 
"  a  way-faring  man,  though  fimple,  (hall 
c<  not  err."  And  when  a  mother  feela 
difpofed  >to  repine  that  her  family  is  not 
likely  to  exhibit  a  groupe  of  future  wits 
and  growing  beauties,  let  her  confole  her- 
felf  by  looking  abroad  into  the  world,  where 
fhe  will  quickly  perceive  that  the  monopoly 
of  happinefs  is  not  engroffed  by  beauty, 
nor  that  of  virtue  by  genius. 

Perhaps  mediocrity  of  parts  was  de- 
creed to  be  the  ordinary  lot,  by  way  of 
furnifliing  a  ftimulus  to  induftry,  and 
fbengthening  the  motives  to  virtuous  ap- 
plication. For  is  it  not  obvious  that  mo- 
derate abilities,  carefully  carried  to  that 
meafure  of  perfe&ion  of  which  they  are 
capable,  often  enable  their  poffeflbrs  to 
outftrip,  in  the  race  of  knowledge  and 
of  ufefulnefs,  their  more  brilliant  but  left 
perfevering  competitors  ?  It  is  with  men- 
tal endowments',  as  with  other  rich  gifts 
of  Providence}  the  inhabitant  of  the  luxu- 

vol.  i.  m  riant 
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fiant  fcuthert  clime,  where  Nature  hat 
done  every  thing  in  the  way  of  vegetation, 
indolently  lays  hold  on  this  very  fertility 
ti  a  plea  for  doing  nothing  himfelf ;  fri 
that  the  foil  which  teems  with  fuch  cucou-* 
ttging  abundance  leaves  the  favoured  pof- 
feffcrr  idle ;  while  the  native  of  the  left 
genial  region,  fupplying  by  hfe'hbotat*  the 
deficiencies  of  his  lot,  overtakes  his  more 
favoured  competitor  \  by  fubftituting  in* 
duftry  for  opulence,  he  improves  the  riches 
of  his  tiative  land  beyond  that  which  is 
Weflfed  with  warmer  funs,  and  thus  vindi* 
eates  Providence  from  the  charge  of  partial 
diftribution. 

'  A  girl  who  has  docility  will  feldom 
be  found  to  want  underftanding  fufficient 
for  all  the  purpofes  of  a  ufeful,  si  happy, 
ted  a  pious  lift;  And  it  is  as  wrong; 
for  parents  to  fet  out  with  too  fanguine 
k  -dependence  on  the  figure  their  children 
atr  to  make  in  life,"  as  it  is  unreafohable  to 
be  difcouraged  at  every  difappointment. 
Want  of  fuccefs  is  fo  far  from  furnifhing  i 
:-u*:  motive 
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motive  for  relaxing -their  energy,  that  it  Is 
a  reafon  for  redoubling  it.  Let  therfi 
fafpedt  their  own  plane,  and  reform  them; 
let  them  diftruft  their  own  principles,  and 
correft  them.  The  generality  of  parents 
do  too  little;  fome  do  much,  and  mifs 
their  reward,  becaufe  they  look  not  to  any 
ftrength  beyond  their  own  :  after  much  is 
done,  much  will  remain  undone ;  for  the 
entire  regulation  of  the  heart  and  affe&ions 
is  not  the  work  of  education  alone,  but 
the  operation  of  divine  grace.  Will  it  be 
accounted  enthufiafm  to  fugged,  c:  that 
**  the  fervent  effectual  prayer  of  a 
€€  righteous  parent  availeth  much  ?"  and 
perhaps  the  reafon  why'fo  many  anxious 
mothers  fail  of  fuccefs  is,  becaufe  they 
repofe  with  confidence  in  their  own  fldll 
and  labour,  without  looking  to  Him  with- 
out whofe  bleffing  they  do  but  labour  in 
vain. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  it  not  to  be  feared 

that  fome  pious  parents  have  fallen  into 

an  error  of  an  oppofite  kind?    From  a 

J  M  2  full 
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full  conviction  that  human  endeavours  are 
vain,  and  that  it  is  God  alone  who  can 
change  the  heart,  they  are  earneft  in  their 
prayers,  but  not  fo  earneft  in  their  en- 
deavours. Such  parents  fhould  be  re- 
minded, that  if  they  do  not  add  their 
exertions  to  their  prayers,  their  children 
are  not  likely  to  be  more  benefited  than 
the  children  of  thofe  who  do  not  add  their 
prayers  to  their  exertions.  What  God 
has  joined,  let  not  man  prefume  to  fepa- 
rate.  It  is  the  work  of  God,  we  readily 
acknowledge,  to  implant  religion  in  the 
heart,  and  to  maintain  it  there  as  a  ruling 
principle  of  conduit.  And  is  it  not  the 
fame  God  which  caufes  the  corn  to  grow  ? 
Are  not  our  natural  lives  conftantly  pre- 
ferved  by  his  power?  Who  will  deny 
that  in  him  we  live,  and  mpve,  and  have 
our  being?  But  how  are  thefe  works 
of  God  carried  on  ?  By  means  which  he 
has  appointed.  By  the  labour  of  the 
hufbandman  the  corn  is  made  to  grow : 
by  food  the  body  is  fuftained:  and  by 

religious 


THE  BENEFITS  OF  RESTRAINT.       165^ 

religious  inftru&k>n  God  is  pleafed  to  work 
upon  the  human  heart.  As  far  as  we  fee 
of  the  ways  of  God,  all  his  works  are 
carried  on  by  means.  It  becomes  there- 
fore our  duty  to  ufe  the  means,  and  truft 
in  God }  to  remember  that  God  will  not 
work  without  the  means;  and  that  the 
means  can  effeft  nothing  without  his  bleff- 
ing.  "  Paul  may  plant  and  Apollos  water, 
cc  but  it  is  God  muft  give  the  increafe." 
But  to  what  does  he  give  the  increafe? 
To  the  exertions  of  Paul  and  Apollos. 
It  is  never  faid,  becaufe  God  only  Can 
give  the  increafe,  that  Paul  and  Apollos 
may  fpare  their  labour. 

It  is  one  grand  objeft  to  give  the  young 
probationer  juft  and  fober  views  of  the 
world  on  which  (he  is  about  to  enter. 
Inftead  of  making  her  bofom  bound  at  the 
near  profpeft  of  emancipation  from  her 
inftruttors ;  inftead  of  teaching  her  young 
heart  to  dance  with  premature  flutterings 
as  the  critical  winter  draws  near  in  which 
fie  is  to  come  out;  inftead  of  raifing  a 
M  3  tumult 
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tumult  in  her  bufy  imagination  at  the  ap- 
proach of  her  firft  grown  up  bail;  endeavour 
to  convince  her ,  that  the  World  will  not 
turn  out  to  be  that  fcene  of  unvarying  and 
never-fending  delights  which  Ihe  has  per- 
haps been  led  to  expe£,not  only  from  the 
fanguine  temper  and  'warm  fpirits  tiatural 
to  youth,  but  from  the  value  (he  has  feed 
put  on  thofe  flvowy  accomplifhments  which 
have  too  probably  been  fitting  her  fof 
her  exhibition  in  life.  Teach  her  that 
this  world  is  not  a  ftage  for  the  difpiay 
of  fuperficial  or  even  of  fhinrng  talents* 
but  for  the  ftrid  and  fober  exercife  of  for* 
titude,  temperance,  meeknefs,  faith,  dili* 
gence,  and  fclf-denial ;  of  her  due  per- 
formance of  which  Chriftian  graces, 
Angels  will  be  fpe&ators,  and  God  the 
judge.  Teach  her  that  .human  life  is  not 
&  fplendid  romance,  fpangled  over  with  . 
brilliant  adventures,  and  enriched  with 
extraordinary  occurrences,  and  diverfified 
with  wonderful  incidents;  lead  her  not  to 
expeft  that  it  will  abound  with  fcenea 

which 
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which  will  call  (hining  qualities  and  great 
powers  into  perpetual  a&ion ;  and  for 
which  if  (he  acquit  herfclf  well  (he  will  be 
rewarded  with  proportionate  fame  and 
certain  commendation.  But  apprize  her 
that  human  life  is  a  true  hiftory,  many 
paflage*  of  which  will  be  dull,  obfcure, 
and  uninterefting ;  fome  perhaps  tragical ; 
but  that  whatever  gay  incidents  and  pleaf- 
ing  fcenes  may  be  interfperfed  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  piece,  yet  finally  "  one 
c<  event  happeneth  to  all  j"  to  all  there  is 
one  awful  and  infallible  cataftrophe.  Ap- 
"prize  her  that  the  eflimation  which  man- 
kind forms  of  merit  is  not  always  juft,  nor 
Is  its  praire  exa&Iy  proportioned  to  defert ; 
that  the  world  weighs  anions  in  far  different 
fcales  from "  the  balance  of  the  fandtuary," 
and  eftimates  worth  by  a  far  different 
ftandard  from  that  of  the^gofpel :  apprize 
her  that  while  her  pureft  intentions  may  be 
fometimes  calumniated, and  her  beft  aflions 
mifreprefehted,  ftie  will  be  liable  to  receive 
commefidation  ort!dccafkms  wlierein '  her 
m  4  con- 
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confcience  will  tell  her  (he  has  not  deferred 
it ;  and  may  be  extolled  by  others  for  ac- 
tions for  which,  if  (he  be  honeft,ihe  may 
condemn  herfelf. 

Do  not  however  give  her  a  gloomy  and 
difcouraging  pi&ure  of  the  world,  but 
rather  leek  to  give  her  a  juft  and  fober 
view  of  the  part  flie  will  have  to  aft 
in  it.  And  humble  the  impetuofxty  of 
hope,  and  cool  the  ardour  of  expectation, 
by  explaining  to  her,  that  this  part,  even 
in  her  bed  eftate,  will  probably  confift  in 
a  fuceeffion  of  petty  trials,  and  a  round  of 
quiet  duties  which,  however  well  perform- 
ed,  though  they  will  make  little  or  no  figure 
in  the  book  of  Fame,  will  prove  of  vaft 
importance  to  her  in  that  day  when  another 
"  book  is  opened,  and  the  judgment  is  £et9 
<6  and  every  one  will  be  judged  according 
"  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  whether 
"  they  be  good  or  bad." 

Say  not  that  thefe  juft  and  fober  views 
will  cruelly  wither  her  young  hopes, 
and  deaden  the  innocent  fatisfa&ions  of 

life. 
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life.  It  is  not  true.  There  is,  happily, 
an  a&ive  fpring  in  the  mind  of  youth  which 
bounds  with  frefh  vigour  and  uninjured 
elaftidty  from  any  fuch  temporary  depref- 
fion.  It  is  not  meant  that  you  fliould  darken 
her  profped,  fo  much  as  that  you  fhould 
enlighten  her  underftanding  to  contemplate 
it  And  though  her  feelings,  taftes,  and 
paflions,  will  all  be  againft  you,  if  you  fet 
before  her  a  faithful  delineation  of  life,  yet 
it  will  be  fomething  to  get  her  judgment 
on  your  fide.  It  is  no  unkind  office  to 
affift  the  fhort  view  of  youth  with  the  aids 
of  long-fighted  experience,  to  enable  them 
to  difcover  fpots  in  the  brightnefs  of  that 
life  which  dazzles  them  in  profpeft,  though 
it  is  probable  they  will  after  all  choofe  to 
believe  their  own  eyes  rather  than  the 
offered  glafo 
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On  female  fludy,  and  initiation  into  know- 
ledge.— Error  of  cultivating  the  imagina- 
tion to  the  ncgleft  of  the  judgment. — Books 
of  reafoning  recommended. 

J\  s  this  little  work  by  no  means  aflumes 
the  cbara&er  of  a  general  fcheine  of  edu- 
cation, the  author  has  purpofely  avoided 
expatiating  largely  on  any  kind  of  ijj- 
ftru&ion ;  but  fo  far  as  it  is  conne&cd,, 
either  immediately  or  remotely,  with  ob- 
jects of  a  moral  or  religious  nature.  Of 
coiirfe  {he  has  been  fo  far  from  thinking  it 
n6ceflary  to  eftfer  into  the'enumeration  of 
thofe  books  which  are  ufcd  in  general  in- 
ftruftion,  that  (he  has  purpofely  forborne  to 
mention  any.  With  fuch  books  the  rifing 
generation  is  far  more  copioufly  and  ably 
furnifhed  than  any  preceding  period  has 

been  j 
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been  *,  and  out  of  an  excellent  variety  the 
judicious  in  ft  ru  dor  can  hardly  fail  to  make 
fuch  a  feie&ion  as  (hall  be  beneficial  to  the 
pupil. 

But  while  due  praife  ought  not  to  be 
withheld  from  the  improved  methods  of 
communicating  the  elements  of  general 
knowledge;  yet  is  there  not  fome  danger 
that  our  very  advantages  may  lead  us  into 
error,  by  caufing  us  to  repofe  fo  con- 
"fidently  on  the  multiplied  helps  whidi 
"facilitate  the  entrance  into  learning,  as  to 
render  our  pupils  fuperficial  through  the 
very  facility  of  acquirement?  Where  fo 
much  is  done  for  them,  may  they  not  be 
led  to  do  too  little  for  themfelves  ?  and  be- 
fides  that  exertion  may  flacken  for  want  of 
a  fpur,  may  there  not  be  a  moral  difadvan- 
tage  in  pdflefling  them  with  the  notion 
that  learning  may  be  acquired  without  di- 
ligence and  without  labour  ?  Sound  edu- 
cation never  can  be  made  a  "  primrofe 
"  path  of  dalliance."  Do  what  we  will, 
we  cannot  cheat  children  into  learning,  or 

play 
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flay  them  into  knowledge,  according  to  the 
fmoothnefs  of  the  modern  creed,  and  the 
indolence  of  modern  habits.  There  is  no 
idle  way  to  any  acquifirions  which  really 
deferve  the  name.  And  as  Euclid,  in  order 
to  reprefs  the  impetuous  vanity  of  great- 
nefs,  told  his  Sovereign  that  there  was  no 
royal  way  to  geometry,  fo  the  fond  mother 
may  be  affured  that  there  is  no^fhort  cut  to 
any  other  kind  of  learning.  The  tree  of 
.knowledge,  as  a  punifhment,  perhaps,  for 
its  having  been  at  firft  unfairly  tafted,  can- 
not now  be  climbed  without  difficulty; 
and  this  very  circumftance  ferves  afterwards 
to  furnifh  not  only  literary  pleafures,  but 
moral  advantages:  for  the  knowledge 
which  is  acquired  by  unwearied  affiduity  is 
lading  in  the  poffeffion,  and  fweet  to  the 
poflcflbr ;  both  perhaps  in  proportion  to 
the  cod  and  labour  of  the  acquifition. 
And  though  an  able  teacher  ought  to 
endeavour,  by  improving  the  communicat- 
ing faculty  in  himfelf,  (for  many  know 
what  they  cannot  teach,)  to  foften  every 

difficulty j 
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-difficulty ;  yet  in  fpite  of  the  kindnefs  and 
ability  with  which  he  will  fmooth  every 
oWtru&ion,  it  is  probably  among  the  wife 
inftitutions  of  Providence  that  great  diffi- 
culties fhould  ftill  remain.  For  education 
is  but  an  initiation  into  that  life  of  trial  to 
which  we  are  introduced  on  our  entrance 
into  this  world.  It  is  the  firft  breaking- 
in  to  that  ftate  of  toil  and  labour  to  which 
we  are  born,  and  to  which  fin  has  made 
us  liable ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  fubjeft 
the  laborious  acquifition  of  learning  may  be 
converted  to  higher  ufes  than  fuch  as  are 
purely  literary. 

Wfll  it  not  be  afcribed  to  a  captious 
Angularity,  if  I  venture.to  remark  that  real 
knowledge  and  real  piety,  though  they 
may  have  gained  in  many  inftances,  have 
fuffered  in  others  from  that  profufion  of 
little,  amufing,  fentimental  books  with 
which  the  youthful  library  overflows? 
Abundance  has  its  dangers  as  well  as 
fcarcity.  In  the  firft  place  may  not  the 
multiplicity  of  thefe  alluring  little  works 
6  increafe 
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increafe  the  natural  retu&ance  to  thofe 
more  dry  and  uninterefting  ftudies,  of 
which,  after  all;  the  rudiments  of  every 
part  of  learning  muji  confift?..  And, 
fecondly,  is  there  not  fotrie  danger  (though 
there  are  many  honourable  exceptions) 
that  fome  of  thofe  engaging  narratives 
may  ferve  to  infufe  into  the  youthful  heart 
a  fort  of  fpurious  goodnefs,  a  confidence  of 
virtue,  a  parade  of  charity  ?  And  that  the 
benevolent  a&ions  with  the  recital  of  which 
they  abound,  when  they  are  not  made  to 
flow  from  any  fource  but  feeling,  may  tend 
to  infpire  a  felf-complacency,  a  feif-gratu- 
lation-,  a  "  (land  by,  for  I  am  holier  than 
"  thou  ?"  May  they  not-  hdp  to  fuggeft 
a  falfe  ftandard  of  morals,  to  mfufe  a 
love  of  popularity  and  an  anxiety  for 
praife,  in  the  place  of  that  fimple  and 
unoftentatious  rule  of  doing  whatever  good 
we  do,  becaufe  it  is  the  will  of^Gcd?  The 
univerfal  fubftitution  of  this  principle 
would  tend  to  purify  the  worldly  morality 
of  many  a  popular  little  ftory.  And  there 
9  are 
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are  few  dangers  which  good  parents  will 
mere  carefully  guard  again  ft  than  that  of 
giving  their  children  a  mere  political  piety; 
that  fort  of  religion  which  juft  goes  to  make 
people  more  refpedtable,  and  to  (land  welt 
with  the  world ;  a  religion  which  is  to  fave 
appearances  without  inculcating  realities,  a 
religion  which  affe&s  to  "  preach  peace  and 
"  good-will  to  men,"  but  which  forgets  to 
give  u  glory  to  God  on  high  V 

There  is  a  certain  precocity  of  mind 
which  is  much  helped  on  by  thefe  fuper- 
ficial  modes  of  inftruftion ;  for  frivolous 
reading  will  produce  its  correfpondent 
effett,   in    much  lefs   time    than    books 

*  An  ingenious  (and  in  many  refpefts  ufeful) 
French  Trcatife  on  Education,  has  too  much  en* 
coiraged  this  political  piety;  by  confidering  religion 
at  a  thing  of  human  convention,  rather  than  of 
divine  Inftitution  ;  as  a  thing  creditable,  rather  than 
commanded :  by  erecting  the  do&rine  of  expediency 
in  the  place  of  Ghriftian  Simplicity  ;  and  wearing 
away  the  fpirit  of  truth,  by  the  fubflitution  of  occa- 
fional  deceit,  equivocation,  fubterfuge,  anil  mental 
itferratiofi.  .   -    *     •• 

of 
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of  folid  inftruclion ;  the  imagination  bong 
liable  to  be  worked  upon,  and  the  feelings 
to  be  fet  a-going,  much  fatter  than  the 
underftanding  can   be  opened  and    the 
judgment  enlightened.    A  talent  for  con- 
verfation  fhould  be  the  refult  of  educa- 
tion, not  its  precurforj  it  is  a  golden  fruit 
when  fuffered  to  ripen  gradually  on  the 
tree  of  knowledge ;  but  if  forced  in  the 
hot-bed  of  a  circulating  library,  it  will 
turn  out  worthlefs  and  vapid  in  proportion 
as  it  was  artificial  and  premature.  ,  Girls 
who  have  been    accuftomed   to  devour 
frivolous  books,  will  converfe  and  write 
with  a  far  greater  appearance  of  (kill  as 
to  ftyle  and  fentiment  at  twelve  or  four- 
teen years  old,   than  thofe  of  a  more 
advanced  age  who  are  under  the  difcipline 
of  feverer  ftudies ;  but  the  former  having 
early  attained  to  that  low  ftandard  which 
had    been   held  out    to  them,    become 
ftationary ;  while  the  latter,  quietly  pro- 
greffive,  are  paffing  through  juft  gradations 
to  a  higher  drain  of  mind}  and  thofe 

who 
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wko  cj*ljr  begin  wi&  talking  an£  writing 
tike  woman,  comraoaly  end"  with  thinking 
tad  aftmg  Bke  children* 

Tb*  irregular  feacy  ctf  women  Is  soft  fuf- 
fickntty  fubd*ed  by  ea*ly  application,  not 
lamed  by  labour,  ap«l  the  ki*d  tf  know- 
ledge they  eonmoaly  do  acquire  is  eafify 
attained:  and  being  chiefly  an  acqtiifmon 
fcf  the  memory,  fomcthing  which  is  given 
them  to  get  off  by  themfelves,  and  not 
grounded  in  their  minds  by  comment  and 
conversation,  it  is  eafily  loft*  The  fuperfl- 
eial  yi«5^^-and-tfw/wr-way,  for  inftance, 
in  which  they  often  learn  hiftory,  furnifhe* 
riie  mind  with  little  to  lean  on :  the  events 
being  detached  and  feparated,  the  anions 
having  no  links  to  Unite  them  with  each 
other,  the  characters  not  being  inter- 
leaved by  mutual  relation,  the  chronology 
being  reduced  to  difconnetfecj  dates,  in- 
ftead  of  prefenting  an  unbroken  furies.; 
of  courfe,  neither  events,  a&ions,  charac- 
ters, nor  chronology,  fatten  theipfelves  op 
the  underftanding,  but  rather  float  in  the 

vol.  i,  n  memory 


fci- 


178  ON   FEMALE  8TUDY. 

memory  than  contribute  to -form  the  mind 
of  the  reader,  or  enrich  his  judgment  in 
the  important  fcience  of  men  and  manners. 
The  fwarms  of  Abridgments;  Beauties, 
•and  Compendium ,  which  form  too  con* 
.fiderable  a  part  of  a  young  lady's  library, 
.may  be  cpnfidered  in  many  instances  as  an 
infallible  receipt  for  making  a  fuperficial 
mind.     The  names  of  the  renowned  cha- 
-jra&ers  in  hiftory  thus  become  familiar  in 
^be  mouths  of    thofe  who   can  neither 
attach1  to  the  ideas  of  the  perfon,  the  feries 
of  his  adtions  nor  the  peculiarities  of  his 
chara&er.     A  few  fine  paffages  from  the 
poets    (paffages   perhaps  which    derived 
their    chief    beauty  from    their  pofition 
and  connexion)  are  huddled  together  by 
fome  extras-maker,  whofe  brief  and  dis- 
connected patches    of  broken   and    dif- 
cordant  materials,  while  they  inflame  young 
readers  with  the  vanity  of  reciting,  neither 
fill  the  mind  nor  form  the  tafte  :   and  it  is 
not  difficult  to  trace, back  to  their  (hallow 
fuurces  the  .hackheyM  quotations  of  cer- 
tain 
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tarn  accunplifhed  young  ladies,  who  will  be 
frequently  found  not  to  have  come  legiti- 
mately by  any  thing  they  know :  I  mean, 
not  to  have  drawn  it  from  its  true  fpring, 
the  original  works  of  'the  author  from 
which  fome  beaitty-monger  has  fevered  it. 
Human  inconfiftency  in  this,  as  in  other 
cafes,  wants  to  combine  two  irreconcil- 
able things  ;  it  ftrives  to  unite  the  reputa- 
tion of  knowledge  with  the  pleafures  of 
idlenefs,   forgetting  that  nothing   that  is 
valuable  can  be  obtained  without  facrifices, 
and  that  if  we  would  purchafe  knowledge, 
we  mult  pay  for  it   the  fair  and  lawful 
price   of  time  and    induftry.      For   this 
extraft-reading,    while  it    accommodates 
itfelf  to  the  convenience,  illuftrates  the 
charafter  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 
The  appetite  for  pleafure,  and  that  love  of 
*afe  and  indolence  which  is  generated  by 
it,  leave  little  time  or  tafte  for  found  im- 
provement ;   while   the  vanity,  which   is 
equally   a  chara&eriftic    of    the  jexifting 
period,   puts  in  its  claim  alio  for  indul- 
n  2  gence, 
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gfcnce,  ittd  cotittivfes  to  figure  sWWyby 
tfcefe  little  fnatches  of  reading,  caught  itf 
the  ftort  intervals  of  fucceflive  amufeirientsu 
.  Befide**,  the  tafte*  thus  pampered  With 
delirious  morfels*  is  early  vitiated.  The 
ybubg  tedder  of  theftf  dufteted  btdtitiet 
fcoticeives  a  dilrelifli  for  evety  thJhg  wfifcft 
k  plain*  and  grows  impatient  if  obliged  td 
get  through  thofe  equally  neeeffafry  though 
•Ids  fhotoy  parts  of  a  work,  in  whifch  per* 
haps  the  author  gives  the  beft  proof  6f  hi* 
judgment  by  keeping  under  thatoccafional 
briltamcy  and  incidental  ornament,  of 
Whfch  thefe  Superficial  ftudente  are  in  c#»- 
ftartt  porfuit.  In  all  wril-written  books* 
thetfe  is  Much  that  is  good  which  'is  not 
dazzling  4  and  thefe  fhallow  critic^  fhouM 
be  taught,  that  k  is  for  the  embeHiftitfient 
bf  the  more  tame  and  unintereftnig  pa«s 
cf  his  work,  that  the  judicious  poet  com* 
inoniy  referves  tfodfe  flowets,  whofe  beauty 
is  defaced  when  theyare  plucked  from  the 
•garland  into  which  he  had  fo  flalfully 
tvoven  them. 

The 
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The  remark,  however,  as  far  as  it  re- 
late* to  abridgments,  is  by  no  means  of 
general  application ;  there  are  many  vj|* 
kiahle  works  which  from  their  bulk  wou)4 
be  almoft  in?cce$ble  to  ?  great  number  pf 
tender*,  and  a  coafWIerable  part  of  wbidj 
may  not  be  generally  yfefal.  Even  in  thf 
be£  written  books  there  is  often  fuperr 
fittoua  matter;  authors  are  apt  to  get 
enamoured  of  ttupr  fubjeft,  and  to  dwell 
too  long  on  it :  every  perfon  cannot  find 
-tin*e  to  read  a  longer  work  op  any  fubjed, 
And  yet  it  ipay  be  well  for  them  to  know 
fomething  on  almoft  every  fubje&  ;  thofe, 
therefore,  who  abridge  voluminous  works 
judicdoufty,  render  fervice  to  the  commu- 
nity. But  there  ieems,  if  J  may  venture 
the  remark,  to  be  a  miftake  in  the  ufe  of 
abridgments.  They  are  put  fyfteoiatically 
into  the  hands  of  youth,  who  have,  or 
ought  to  have,  leifure  for  the  works  at 
large  ;  while  abridgments  fe^m  more  im- 
mediately calculated  for  perfons  in  mope 
n  3  advanced 
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advanced  life,  who  wifli  to  recall  fomething 
they  had  forgotten  ;  who  want  to  reftore 
old  ideas  rather  than  acquire  new  ones ; 
or  they  are  ufeful  for  perfons  immerfed  in 
the  bufinefs  of  the  world,  who  have  little 
leifure  for  voluminous  reading.  They  are 
excellent  to  refrcfh  the  mind,  but  not  com- 
petent to  form  it. 

Perhaps  there  is  fome  analogy  between 
the  mental  and  bodily  conformation  of 
women.  The  inftru&or  therefore  fhould 
imitate  the  phyfician.  If  the  latter  pre- 
fcribe  bracing  medicines  for  a  body  of 
which  delicacy  is  the  difeafe,  the  former 
would  do  well  to  prohibit  relaxing  reading 
for  .a  mind  which  is  already  of  too  foft 
a  texture,  and  fhould  ftrengthen  its  feeble 
tone  by  invigorating  reading. 

By  foftnefs,  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
mean  imbecility  of  underftanding,  but 
natural  foftnefp  of  heart,  and  pliancy  of 
temper,  together  with  that  indolence  of 
ijpirit  \vhich  is  foftered  by  indulging  in 

feducing 
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feducing  books,  and  in  the  general  habits 
of  fashionable  life. 

I  mean  not  here  to  recommend  books 
which  are  immediately  religious,  but  fuch 
as  exercife  the  reaforring  faculties,  teach 
the  mind  to  get  acquainted  with  its  own 
nature,  and  to  ftir  up  its  own  powers. 
Let  not  a  timid  young  lady  ftart  if  I  fhould 
venture  to  recommend  to  her,  after  a 
proper  courfe  of  preparation,  to  fwallow 
and  digeft  fuch  ftrong  meat  as  Watts's  or 
Duncan's  little  book  of  Logic,  fome  parts 
of  Mr.  Locke's  Eflay  on  the  Human  Un- 
derftanding,  and  Bifhop  Butler's  Analogy. 
Where  there  is  leifure,  and  capacity,  and 
an  able  friend  to  comment  and  to  counfel, 
works  of  this  nature  might  be  profitably 
Aibftitnted  in  the  place  of  fo  much  Englifh 
Sentiment,  French  Philofophy,  Italian 
Love-Songs,  and  fantaftic  German  imagery 
and  magic  wonders.  While  fuch  ener- 
vating or  abfurd  books  fadly  difqualify  the 
reader  for  folid  purfuit  or  vigorous  think- 
ing, the  ftudies  here  recommended  would 
N  4  aft 
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aft  vtftofc  the  <3oaftituXiDB  of  tfaa  *ho4  at  € 
kind  of  alterative,  and,  if.  I  may  be  altered 
tfafe  efcpfreffion,  would  help  to  taaoe  the 
intefledtlal  ftaminsu 

This  is  however  by  no  means  {steaded 
ft>  exclude  works  of  tafte  and  imagination, 
which  muft  alwfcys  make  the  ornamental 
part,  and  of  courfe  a  very  ccmfiderable 
plan,  of  female  ftudies.  It  isx*mly  fug- 
geftfed,  that  they  fhbuld  ncft  fown  them 
eWtrrcfty  aiid  e*c!Uifivety.  For  tttet  it- 
catted  dry  tough  reading,  independent 
ef  the  knowledge  it  conveys  is  dfeftl  as 
an  habit,  and  Wholefortje  as  an  fcxertjifo. 
Serious  ftudy  ferves  to  harden  the  mind 
lor  more  trying  confli&s;  k  iXts  the  tender 
from  fenfation  to  in*elle& ;  it  ab(faa&& 
her  from  the  Wdrld  and  its  vanities*;  it 
fixes  It  wandering  fyirit,  £nd  fortifies  % 
weak  one ;  it  divorces  her  from  nffctter  1 
it  corrects  that  Spirit  of  trifling  which  dhe 
naturally  coiitraKte  fnfcn  the  frivolous  -torn 
of  female  conrerfetitm,  and  the  petty 
nature  of  female  employments*  it  concen- 
trates 
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tmeslier  attention,  affifts  facr  ia  a  habit  of 
«tcfudaig  trivial  though**,  and  diss  mt 
kelps  to  tjttatify  her  lor  religions  porftats. 
Yci,  I  repeat  it,  there  is  to  woman  * 
Cbrtftian  trie  to  be  made  of  fiaber  itndhx  y 
while  books  of  an  eppofite  caft,  however 
mrexceptionable  they  may  be  fometfrneft 
found  in  peiat  of  expreffion,  however  iree 
from  evil  in  its  mere  grdfc  and  palpable 
fhapes,  yet  from  their  v&j  nature  and  cchk 
ftitxmon  they  excite  a  fpmt  of relaxation,  by 
exbibitingTcenes  andiuggeffing  ideas  which 
foften  the  mind  and  fet  the  fancy  at  work-; 
diey  take  off  Teftraint,  ffimimfh  ftber-mind* 
ednefs,  impair  the  general  powers  of  refift- 
fence,  and  at  bed  feed  habits  df  improper 
indulgence,  and  nourifh  a  vam  and  vifion- 
ary  indolence,  which  lays  the  mind  open 
to  error  and  the  heart  to  fethiftion. 
*  Women  are  little  accuftomed  to  ckffe 
reafoning  on  any  fubjeEk ;  ttilHcfe  So  they 
inure  their  minds  'to  ^coflfider  'pamoUar 
parts  of  a  fubjeft;  they  are  not  habituated 
U)  turn  a  truth  round,  andiview  it  in  all  its 
i  varied 
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varied  afpe&s  and  pofitions ;  and  this  per-* 
haps*  is  one  caufe    (as  wilt  be  obferved 
in  another  *  place)  of  the  too  great  confi- 
dence they  are  difpofed  to  place  in  their 
own.  opinions.     Though  their  imagination 
k  already  too  lively,  and  their  judgment 
naturally  incorrect ;  in  educating  them  we 
go  on  to  Simulate  the  imagination,  while 
we  negledt  the  regulation  of  tjie  judgment* 
They  already  want  ballad,  and  we  make 
their    education    confity    in    continually 
crowding  more  fail  than  they  can  carry. 
Their  intelle&ual  powers  being  fo  little 
ftrengthened  by  exercife,    m^kes    every, 
little  bufinefs  appear  a  hardship  to  them  : 
whereas  ferious  ftudy   would  be  ufeful, 
were  it  only  that  it  leads  the  mind  to  the 
habit  of  conquering  difficulties.     But  it  is 
peculiarly    hard    to  turn   at  once  from 
the  indolent  repofe  of  light  reading,  from 
the  concerns   of    mere  animal  life,  the 
obje&s  of  fenfe,  or  the  frivoloulhefs  of 

*  Chapter  on  Converf^tion. 

chit 
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chit  chat;  it  is  peculiarly  hard,  I  fay, 
to  a  mind  fo  foftened,  to  refcue  itfelf  from 
the  dominion  of  felf-indulgence,  to  refume 
its  powers,  to  call  home  its  fcattered 
ftrength,  to  (hut  out  every  foreign  intru-  . 
fion,  to  force  back  a  fpring  fo  unnaturally 
bent,  and  to  devote  itfelf  to  religious  read- 
ing, to  aftive  bufmefe,  to  fober  reflection, 
to  felf-examination :  whereas  to  an  intellect 
accuftomed  to  think  at  all,  the  difficulty  of 
thinking  ferioufly  is  obvioufly  leffened. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  defire  to  make 
fcfrolaftic  ladies  or  female   dialecticians ; 
but  there  is  little  fear  that  the  kind  of 
books  here  recommended,  if  thoroughly 
ftudied,   and    not    fuperiicially  (kimmed, 
will  make  them  pedants  or  induce  conceit; 
for  by  (hewing  them  the  poffible  powers 
of  the  human  mind,  you  will  bring  them 
to  fee  the  littlenefs  of  their  own  ;  and  to 
get  acquainted  with  the  mind,  and  to  regu- 
late and  inform  it,  and  to  (hew  it  its  own 
ignorance,  does  not  feem  the  way  to  puff  it 
up.  But  let  her  who  is  difpofed  to  be  elated 
2  with 
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with  far  literary  acquifitipn^  efapk  W 
vanity  by  calling  to  miftd  th*  jut  Janark 
of  Swift,  "that  after  all  her  betftedvc* 
"  quirements,  a  woman  vil^  generally 
"  fpeaking,  be  found  to  po0jb&  left  of 
«  what  is  called  learning  than  aiCom»om 
u  fchool-ho'y." 

Neither  is  there  any  fear  that  this  Sort  of 
reading  will  convert  ladies  into  authors. 
The  dired  contrary  effed  will  be  likely  to 
be  produced  by  the  perofal  of  writers  ^hp 
.throw  the  generality  of  readers  at  fucb  an 
unapproachable  diftance  as  to  check  j>t£- 
Gumption,  inftead  of  exciting  it.  Who  atP 
,thofe  ever  multiplying  author*,  thai  with 
unparalleled  fecundity  are  ov^rftocktng  the 
.world  with  their  quiQk-fucceedmgprqgcny? 
They  are  novel-writers  j  tbe^eafmeft  of 
wbofe  productions  is  at  once  the  caufe  of 
.their  own  fruitfuteefs,  and  of  the  fttaoft 
infinitely  numerous  race  of  imitators  tp 
whom  they  give.birth.  Such  is  the  fright- 
ful facility  of  this  Ipecies  of  compofttieg, 
that  every  raw  girl,  while  (he  «2|d$,  is 

tempted 
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tempted  to  fancy  that  (he  can  aifo  write. 
And  as  Alexander,  on  perilling  the  Iliad, 
found  by  congenial  fympathy  the  image 
df  Achilles  ftamped  on  his  own  ardent  foul, 
and  kit  hitnfelf  the  hero  he  was  ftudying; 
and  at  Corregio,  on  firft  beholding  a  pic- 
ture which  exhibited  the  perfedion  of  the 
graphic  art,  prophetically  felt  all  his  own 
future  greatnefs,  and  cried  out  in  rapture, 
"  And  I  too  am  a  painter !"  fo  a  thorough- 
paced Jiovel-reading  Mi  fa,  at  the  clofe  of 
every  riffue  of  hackney'd  adventures,  feels 
within  herfelf  the  ftirring  impulfe  of  cor- 
responding  genius,  and  triumphantly  ex- 
claims, "  And  I  too  am  an  author!" 
The  glutted  imagination  foon  overflows 
with  the  redundance  of  cheap  fentiment 
and  plentiful  incident,  and  by  a^  fort  of 
arithmetical  proportion*  is  enabled  by  the 
perufal  -of  any  three  novels,  to  produce  a 
fourth ;  till  every  frefli  production,  like 
the  progeny  of  Banquo,4$  followed  by 

Another,  and  another,  and  another  1 

Is 
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with  her  literary  acquifitipn^  fkfitk  .W 
vanity  by  calling  to  mind  the  jut  JCtwk 
of  Swift,  "  that  after  all  her  ho&fted  *c« 
"  quirements,  a  woman  will,  geaeraHy 
"  fpeaking*  be  found  to  pofibfr  fcfc  of 
*'  what  is  called  learning  tha»  aiCom»o* 
"  fchool-hoy."  . 

Neither  is  there  any  fear  that  this  fort  of 
reading  will  convert  ladies  into  authors. 
The  dired  contrary  effe&  will  be  likely  to 
be  produced  by  the  perofal  of  writers  ^tfip 
throw  the  generality  of  readers  at  fuch  an 
inapproachable  diftance  as  to  check  {*$• 
Gumption,  inftead  of  exciting  it*  Who  atP 
,thofe  ever  multiplying  author*,  that  with 
unparalleled  fecundity  a?e  ov^rftocking  the 
.world  with  their  quigk-fucceeding  progeny? 
They  are  novel-writers  j  tbe^eafincft  of 
wbofe  productions  is  at  once  thecaufeof 
.their  own  fruitfutaefs,  and  of  the  ftl&oft 
infinitely  numerous  race  of  imitators  .tp 
whom  they  give  birth.  Such  is  the  fright- 
ful facility  of  this  {pedes  of  compofitieg, 
that  every  raw  girl,  while  (he  *QE|d§,  is 

tempted 
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tempted  to  fancy  that  (he  can  aifo  write* 
And  as  Alexander,  on  perilling  the  Iliad, 
found  by  congenial  fympathy  the  image 
b(  Achilles  ftamped  on  his  own  ardent  foul, 
and  ftlt  hitnfelf  the  hero  he  was  ftudying; 
and  at  Corregio,  on  firft  beholding  a  pic- 
ture which  exhibited  the  perfedion  of  the 
graphic  art,  prophetically  felt  all  his  own 
future  greatnefs,  and  cried  out  in  rapture, 
"  And  I  too  am  a  painter !"  fo  a  thorough- 
paced Jiovel-reading  Mifs,  at  the  clofe  of 
every  riffue  of  hackney'd  adventures,  feell 
within  herfelf  the  ftirring  impulfe  of  cor- 
responding  genius,  and  triumphantly  ex* 
claims,  "  And  I  too  am  an  author!" 
The  glutted  imagination  foon  overflows 
with  the  redundance  of  cheap  fentiment 
and  plentiful  incident,  and  by  a,  fort  of 
arithmetical  proportion*  is  enabled  by  the 
perufal  of  any  three  novels,  to  produce  a 
fourth ;  till  every  frefli  production,  like 
the  progeny  of  Banquo,4$  followed  by 

Another,  and  another,  and  another  1 

Is 
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Is  a  lady,  however  deftitute  of  talents,  edti* 
cation,  or  knowledge  of  the  world,  whofc 
fludies  have  been  completed  by  a  circu- 
lating library,  in  any  diftrefs  of  mind  ?  the 
writing  a  novel  fuggefts  itfelf  as  the  beft 
foother  of  her  forrows !  Does  (he  labour 
under  any  depreflion  of  circumftances  ? 
writing  a  novel  occurs  as  the  readied  re- 
ceipt for  mending  them !  And  flic  folaces 
her  imagination  with  the  convi&ion  that 
the  fubfcription  .which  has  been  extorted 
by  her  importunity,  or  given  to  her  necef- 
fities,  has  been  offered  as  an  homage  to  her 
genius.  And  this  confidence  inftantly 
levies  a  frefh  contribution  for  a  fucceeding 
work.  Capacity  and  cultivation  are  fo 
little  taken  into  the  account,  that  writing 
a  book  feems  to  be  now  confidered  as  the 
only  ftire  refource  which  the  idle  and  the 
illiterate  have  always  in  their  power. 

May  the  Author  be  indulged  in  a  (hort 
digreflion  while  (he  remarks,  though  rather 
out  of  its  place,  that  the  corruption  occa- 

fioned 
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fioned  by  thefe  books  has  fpread  fo  wide, 
and  defcended  fo  low,  as  to  have  become 
one  of  the  mod  univerfal  as  well  as  molt 
pernicious  fources  of  corruption  among  us* 
Not  only  among  milleners,  mantua-makers, 
and  other  trades  where  numbers  work  to- 
gether, the  labour  of  one  girl  is  frequently 
facrificed  that  (he  may  be  fpared  to  read 
thofe  mifchievous  books   to  the  others } 
but  fhe  has  been  aflured  by  clergymen  who 
have  witneffed  the  faft,  that  they  are  pro- 
cured and  greedily  read  in  the  wards  of 
our  Hofpitals !  an  awful  hint,  that  thofe 
who  teach  the  poor  to  read,  fhould  not 
only  take  care  to  furnifh  them  with  prin- 
ciples which  will  lead  them  to  abhor  corrupt 
books,  but  that  they  fhould  alfo  furnifli 
them  with  fuch  books  as  fhall  ftrengthen 
and  confirm  their  principles*.     And  let 

every 

*  The  above  fac"ts  fumifti  no  argument  on  the  fide 
of  thofe  who  would  keep  the  poor  in  ignorance. 
Thofe  who  cannot  read  can  htar>  and  arc  likely  to 
hear  to  worfe  purpofe  than  thofe  who  have  been 
better  taught. '  And  that  ignorance  furnifhts  no 
•     *  fecurity 
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every  Chfrtftian  remember,  that  thene  it  lid 

other  way  of  entering  truly  into  the  fpirit  of 
that  divine  prayer,  which  petition*  that  the 
same  of  God  may  be  "  hallowed,"  tbajt 
4i  bis  kingdom  (of  grace)  may  come/*  and 
that  "  his  will  may  be  done  on  earth  as  it 
c«  is  in  heaven,"  than  by  each  individual 
contributing  according  to  his  meafure  to 
accompliflk  the  work  for  which  he  prays ; 
for  to  pray  that  tbefe  great  objed*  may  be 
promoted,  without  contributing  to  their ' 
promotion  by  our  exertions,  our  money, 
and  our  influence,  is  a  palpable  incoiv> 
fiftency. 


fccurity  for  integrity  cither  in  morals  or  politics,' 
the  late  revolts  in  more  than  one  country,  remarkable 
fcr  the  ignorance  of  the  poor,  fully  illufbate.  It  i» 
carneftly  hoped  that  the  above  facts  may  tend  to  inv- 
prefs  ladies  with  the  importance  of  fuperintending 
the  inftru&ion  of  the  poor,  and  of  making  it  an  indif- 
penfable  part  of  their  charity  to  gire  them  moral  and 
religious  books. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

On  the  religious  and  moral  ufeofbjfipry.and 
geography. 

But  while  every  fort  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge ihould  be  carefully  imparted  to 
young  perfons,  it  ihould  be  imparted  net 
merely  for  its  own  fake,  but  alfo  for 
the  fake  of  its  fubferviency  to  higher 
things.  All  human  learning  fhould  be 
taught,  not  as  an  end,  but  a  means ;  and 
in  this  view  even  a.  leffon  of  hiftory  or 
geography  may  be  converted  into  a  leflbn 
of  religion.  In  the  ftudy  of  .hiftory,  the 
iriftruftor  will  accuftom  the  pupil  not 
merely  to  ftore  her  memory  with  fads  and 
anecdotes,  and  to  afcertain  dates  and 
epochas ;  but  {he  will  accuftom  her  alfo  to 
trace  effects  to  their  caufes,  to  examine  the 
fecret  fprings  of.  action,  and,  accurately  to 
vol.  i.  o  obferve 
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obferve  the  operation  of  the  paffions.  It 
is  only  meant  to  notice  here  fome  few  of 
the  moral  benefits  which  may  be  derived 
from  a  judicious  perufal  of  hiftory j  and 
from  among  other  points  of  inftru&ion, 
I  feleft  the  following : 

The  ftudy  of  hiftory  may  ferve  to  give 
a  clearer  inflght  into  the  corruption  of  hu- 
man nature: 

It  may  fliow  the  plan  of  Providence  in 
the  dire&ion  of  events,  and  in  the  ufe  of 
unworthy  inftruments : 

It  may  affift  in  the  vindication  of  PtOYi- 
dence,  in  the  common  failure  of  virtue  and 
the  fuccefs  of  vice : 

It  may  lead  to  a  diftruft  of  our  own 
judgment : 

It  may  contribute  to  our  improvement 
in  felf-knowledge. 

But  to  prove  to  the  pupil  the  important 
do&rine  of  human  corruption  from  the 
ftudy^  of  hiftory,  will  require  a  truly 
Chriftian  commentator  j  for,  from  the  low 
ftandard  of  right  eftablifhed  by  the  gene- 
6  rality 
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rality  of  hiftorians,  who  ereft  fo  many 
perfons  into  good  chara&ers  who  fall 
fhort  of  the  true  idea  of  Chriflian  virtue, 
the  unaffifted  reader  will  be  liable  to 
form  very  imperfeft  views  of  what  is  real 
goodnefe  j  and  will  conclude,  as  his  author 
fometimes  does,  that  the  true  idea  of 
human  nature  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
medium  between  his  beft  and  his  worft 
chara&ers ;  without  acqiruing  a  jufl:  notioa 
of  that  prevalence  of  evil,  which,  in  fpite 
of  thofe  few  brighter  luminaries  that  here 
and  there  jufl:  ferve  to  gild  the  gloom 
of  hiftory,  tends  abundantly  to  eftablilh 
the  do&rine.  It  will  indeed  be  continually 
cftablifhing  itfelf  by  thofe  who,  in  perilling 
the  hiftory  of  mankind,  carefully  mark  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  fin,  from  the  firft  timid 
irruption  of  an  evil  thought,  to  the  fearlefs 
accomplifhment  of  the  abhorred  crime  in 
which  that  thought  has  ended :  from  the 
indignant  queftion,  "  Is  thy  fervant  a  dog 
"  that  he  fhould  do  this  great  thing  *  V9 

*  2  Kings,  viii.  13. 

0  2  to 
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to  the  perpetration  6f  that  very  enormity 
if  which  he  could  dot  Endure  the  flighted 
fiiggeftidh. 

In  this  connexion  may  it  ttot  *life  ob- 
served, that  ybiing  perfojis  fljould  be  put 
oh  their  guard  agaihft  a  too  implicit  belief 
in,  the  flattering  accounts  which  "fome 
voyage -writers  are  fond  of  exhibiting  of 
the  virtue,  amiablenefs,  and  benignity  of 
fome  of  the  countries  newly  discovered 
by  our  circumnavigators,  the  iuperior 
goodnefs  afcribed  to  the  Hindoos,  and 
particularly  the  account  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Pellew  Iflands  ?  Thefe  laft 
indeed  have  been  almoft  reprefented  as 
having  efcaped  the  univerfai  taint  of  our 
common  nature,  and  would  feetn  by  their 
purity  to  have  fpf  iihg  ft om  another'  ancef- 
tor  than  Adam. 

One  cannot  'fofrbear  fufpe&ing  that 
thefe  pleafing  but  fomewhat  overcharged 
portraits  of  man,  in  his  natural' ftate,  are 
drawn  with  the  invidious  defign,  by 
counteracting    the    do&rine    of    human 

corruption, 
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corruption,  to  degrade  tbe  value  and  eyep 
defiroy  the  neceffity  of  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, That  in  countries  profeffing  Chrifl^ 
ianity,  very  maay  are  not  Christians  wilj 
be  too  readily  granted.  Yet,  to  fey 
nothing  of  the  vail  £aperiority  of  goodnefij 
in  the  lives  of  thofc.  who  are  really  go- 
verned by  Chriftianity,  is  there  not  fome* 
ijhing  evexj  in.  her  reflex  light  which  guides 
to  greater  purity  many  of  thofe  who  d& 
not  profefs  to  walk  by  it  ?  I  doubt  much, 
if  number*  of  the  unbelievers  of  a  Chrifl^ 
un  country,  from  'the  founder  views  aq^ 
better  habits  derived  incidentally  and  col- 
laterally, as  it  were,  from  the  influence  o£ 
a  Gofpel,  the  truth  of  which  however  tjjuejf. 
do  no£  acknowledge,  would  not  ftart  a£ 
many  of.  the  adions  vjhich  thefe  heatbeq, 
perfettwnijls  daily  commit  without  heft* 
tatioij. 

The  religious  reader  of  general  .hiftqrj 

will  obferve  the  controlling  han^  °f  Prpvir 

dence  in  the  direction  of  events,  and  ia 

turning  t^c  ippft  lyawoxthy  a&jpns  an4 

o  3  inftru- 
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fnftruments  to  the  accotnplifhment  of  hid 
own  purpofes.  She  will  mark  infinite 
Wifdom  directing  what  appears  to  be  cafual 
occurrences!  to  the  completion  of  his  own 
plan.  She  will  point  out  how  caufes 
feemingly  the  mod  unconnected,  events 
feemingly  the  moft  unpromifing,  rircum- 
ftances  feemingly  the  moft  incongruous, 
are  all  working  together  for  fome  final 
good.  She  will  mark  how. national  as 
well  as  individual  crimes  are  often  over- 
ruled to  fome  hidden  purpofe  far  different 
from  the  intention  of  the  a&ors:  how 
Omnipotence  can  and  often  does  bring 
about  the  bell  purpofes  by  the  word  in- 
ftruments:  how  the  bloody  and  unjuft 
conqueror  is  but  "  the  rod  of  His  wrath," 
to  punifli  or  to  purify  his  offending  chil- 
dren :  how  "  the  fury  of  the  oppreffor," 
and  the  fufferings  of  the  opprefied,  will  one 
day  vindicate  His  righteous  dealings.  She 
will  unfold  to  the  left  enlightened  reader, 
how  infinite  Wifdom  often  mocks  the 
infignificance  of  human  greatnefs,  and  the 

fliallow- 
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fliallownefs  of  human  ability,  by  fetting 
afide  inftruments  the  mod  powerful,  while 
He  works  by  agents  comparatively  con* 
temptible.  But  flie  will  carefully  guard 
this  do&rine  of  Divine  Providence,  thus 
working  out  his  own  purposes  through  the. 
fins  of  his  creatures,  and  by  the  inftru- 
mentality  of  the  wicked,  by  calling  to 
mind,  while  die  offender  is  but  a  tool  in 
the  hands  of  the  great  Artificer,  "  the  woe 
"  denounced  againft  him  by  whom  the  of- 
u  fence  cometh  I"  She  will  explain  how 
thofe  mutations  and  revolution?  in  ftates 
which  appear  to  us  fo  unaccountable,  and 
how  thofe  operations  of  Providence  which 
feem  to  us  fo  entangled  and  complicated, 
all  move  harmonioufly  and  in  per  fed  order : 
that  there  is  not  an  event  but  has  its 
commiffion;  not  a  misfortune  which 
breaks  its  allotted  rank  ;  not  a  trial  which 
moves  out  of  its  appointed  track.  While 
calamities  and  crimes  feem  to  fly  in  cafual 
confufion,  all  is  commanded  or  permitted $ 
aJJ  is  under  the  control  of  a  wifdom  which 
o  4  cannot 
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he  vainly  thought  he  was  only  enlarge 
ing  his  own  imperial  power,  whereas  he 
was  a&ing  in  unconfcious  fubfervience  to  * 
the  decree  of  a  higher  Sovereign,  and  was 
helping  to  afcertain  by  a  public  aft  the 
exatt  period  of  Chrift's  birth,  and  fiir- 
nifhing  a  record  of  his  extraction  from 
that  family  from  which  it  wad  predicted 
by  a  long  line  of  Prophets  that  he  fhould 
fpring.  Herod's  atrocious  murder  of 
the  innocents  has  added  an  additional 
circumftance  for  the  confirmation  of 
cur  faith ;  the  incredulity  of  Thomas  has 
ftrengthened  our  belief;  nay,  the  treachery 
of  Judas,  and  the  ihjuftiee  of  Pilate,  were 
the  human  inftruments  employed  for  the 
ialvation  of  the  world. 

The  youth  that  is  not  armed  with 
Chriftian  principles,  will  be  tempted  to 
mutiny  not  only  againft  the  juflice,  but  the 
very  exigence  of  a  fuperintending  Provi- 
dence, in  contemplating  thofe  frequent 
inftances  which  occur  in  hiftory  of  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  the  more  virtuous  caufe, 

and 
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and  the  profperlty  of  the  wicked.  He  will 
fee  with  aftonifhment  that  it  is  Rome  which 
triumphs,  while  Carthage,  which  had 
clearly  -the  better  caufe,  falls.  Now  and 
then  indeed  a  Cicero  prevails,  and  a  Cata- 
line  is  fubdued :  but  often,  it  is  Caefar  fuc- 
cefsfbl  againft  the  fomewhat  jufter  preten- 
tions of  Pompey,  and  againft  the  ftill 
clearer  caufe  of  Cato.  It  is  Oftavius  who 
triumphs,  and  it  is  over  Brutus  that  he 
triumphs !  It  is  Tiberius  that  is  enthroned, 
while  Germanicus  falls ! 

Thus  his  faith  in  a  righteous  Providence 
at  firft  view  is  daggered,  and  he  is  ready 
to  fay,  "  Surely  it  is  not  God  that  governs 
"  the  earth!"  But  on  a  fuller  confideration, 
(and  here  the  fuggeftions  of  a  Chriftian 
inftru&or  are  peculiarly  wanted,)  there 
will  appear  great  wifdom  in  this  very 
confufion  of  vice  and  virtue;  for  it  is 
calculated  to  fend  one's  thoughts  forward 
to  a  world  of  retribution,  the  principle 
of  retribution  being  fo  imperfeftly  efta- 
bliflied  in  this.  It  is  indeed  fo  far  com- 
moa  for. virtue  to  have  the  advantage 

here, 
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here,  in  point  of  happinefs  at  leaft>  tJipQgl) 
not  of  glory,  that  the  courfe  of  Providence 
is  ftill  calculated  to  prove  that  God  is  on 
the  fide  of  virtue ;  b\jt  ftiH,  virtue  is  fo 
often  unfuccefsful,  that  clearly  the  God  of 
virtue,  in  order  that  hi*  work  may  be  per- 
fect, 'mufl  have  in  referve  a.  wprld  of  retri- 
button.  This  confufed  ftate  of  things  there- 
fore is  juft  that  (late  which  is  mod  of  aft 
calculated  to  confirm  the  deeply  confederate 
mind  in  the  belief  of  a  foturc  ftate :  for  if 
all  were  even  here,  or  very  nearly  fo,  ihou^d 
ve  not  fay,  "  Juftice  is  already  fapsfied, 
?  and  there  needs  no  other  world  ?"  On, 
the  other  haral,  if  vip$  always  triumphed, 
fhould  we  not  then  be  ready  to  argue  ii\ 
favour  of  vice  rather  than  virtue,  and  Jo 
yuijh  foi;  no  other  world  ? 

It  feems  fo  very  important  to  ground- 
young  perfons  in  the  belief  that  tbsy 
will  not  inevitably  meet  in,  this  world  wUh 
reward  and  fuccefs  according,  to  their  merit, 
but  to  habituate  them  to  expeS  even  the 
mod  virtuous  attempts  to  be  often,  though 
not  always  disappointed,  that  I  am  i?t  danger 

of 
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of  tautology  on  this  point.  This  fact  is 
precifdy  jrtiat'hiftory  teaches.  The  truth 
ftoirfd  be  plainly  told  to  the  young  reader ; 
and  the  antidote  to  that  evil,  which  miftaken 
and  worldly  people  would  expett  to  arife 
from  divulging  this  difcoui aging  dottrine, 
is  faith.  The  importance  of  faith  there- 
fore,* and  theneceffity  of  it  to  real,  unbend- 
ing, and  perfevering  virtue,  ij  furely  made 
plain  by  profane  hiftory  itfelf.  For  the  , 
fame  thing  which  happens  to  ftates  and 
kings,  happens  to  private  life  and  to  indi- 
viduals. Thus  there  is  fcarcely  a  page,  even 
of  Pagan  Hfftory,  which  may  not  be  made 
mftrumental  to  the  eftabfilhing  of  the  truth 
of  revelation :  and  it  is  only  by  fuch  a 
mode  of  inftru&ion  that  fome  of  the  evils 
of  the  ftudy  of  ancient  literature  can  be 
obviated. 

Diftruft  and  diffidence  in  our  own  judg- 
ment feems  to  be  alfo  an  important  in- 
ftrudion  to  be  learnt  from  hi  (lory.  How 
contrary  to  all  expectation  do  the  events 
therein  recorded  commonly  turnout?  and 

yet 
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yet  we  proceed  to  foretel  this  and  that  event 
from  the  appearances  of  things  under  our 
own  observation,  with  the  fame  arrogant 
certainty  as  if  we  had  never  been  warned 
by  the  monitory  annals  of  mankind* 

There  is  fcarcely  one  great  event  in 
hiftory  which  does  not,  in  the  iflue,  pro* 
duce  effects  upon  which  human  forefight 
could  never  have  calculated.  The  fuccefs 
of  Auguftus  againft  his  country  produced 
peace  in  many  diftant  provinces,  who  thus 
ceafed  to  be  haraffed  and  tormented  by 
this  oppreflive  republic.  Could  this  eflfefl: 
have  been  forefeen,  it  might  have  fobered 
the  defpair  of  Cato,  and  checked  the  vehe* 
mence  of  Brutus.  In  politics,  in  ihort  in 
every  thing  except  in  morals  and  religion, 
all  is,  to  a  confiderable  degree,  uncertain. 
This  reafoning  is  not  meant  to  (hew  that 
Cato  ought  not  to  hayefdugbt>  but  that  he 
ought  not  to  have  defponded  even  after  the 
laft  battle ;  and  certainly,  even  upon  his 
own  principles,  ought  not  to  have  killed 
himfelf.     It  would  be  departing  too  much 

from 


USE   OF   HISTORY.  207 

from  my  objed  to  apply  this  argument, 
however  obvious  the  application,  againft 
thofe  who  were  driven  to  unreafonable  dif- 
truft  and  defpair  by  the  late  fucceffes  of  a 
neighbouring  nation. 

But  all  knowledge  will  be  compara- 
tively of  little  value,  if  we  negleft  felf- 
knowledge ;  and  of  felf- knowledge  hiftory 
and  biography  may   be  made  fuccefsful 
vehicles.     It  will  be  to  little  purpofe  that 
our  pupils  become  accurate  critics  on  the 
characters  of  others,  while  they  remain  ig- 
norant of  themfelves ;  for  while  to  thofe 
who  exercife  a  habit  of  felf-application  a 
book  of  profane  hiftory  may  be  made  an 
inftrument  of  improvement  in  this  difficult 
fcience;  fo  without  this  habit  the  Bible 
itfelf  may,  in  this  view,  be  read  with  little 
profit. 

It  will  be  to  no  purpofe  that  the  reader 
weeps  over  the  fortitude  of  the  Chriftian 
hero,  or  the  conftancy  of  the  martyr,  if 
fiie  do  not  bear  in  mind  that  {he  herfelf  is 
called  to  endure  her  own  common  trials 

with 
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with  fomething  of  the  fame  temper:  it 
ihe  do  not  bear  in  mind  that,  to  control 
irreguJar  humours,  and  to  fubmit  to  the; 
daily  vexations  of  life*  will  require,  though 
in  a  lower  degree,  the  exertion  of  the  fame 
principle,  and  fupplicarion  for  the  aid  of  the 
fame  fpirit  which  fuftained  the  Chriflian 
Kero  in  the  trying  confli&s  of  life,  or  the 
martyr  in  his  agony  at  the  (lake. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  fu'ggeft  a. few  in- 
ftances,  by  way  of  fpecimen,  how  both 
facred  and  common  hiftory  may  tend  to 
promote  felf-knowledge  ?  And  let  me 
again  remind  the  warm  admirer  of  fuffer- 
ing  piety  under  extraordinary  trials,  that 
if  fhe  now  fail  in  the  petty  occafions  to 
which  fhe  is  a  flu  ally  called  out,  ihe  would 
not  be  likely  to  have  flood  in  thofe  more 
trying  occafions  which  excite  her. admi- 
ration. 

While  (he  is  applauding  the  felf-deny. 
ing  faint  who  renounced  his  eafe,  or  chofe 
to  embrace  death,  rather  than  violate  his 
duty,  let  her  afk  herfelf  if  fhe  has  never 

reftifed 
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refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  paltry  inconve- 
nience of  giving  up  her  company,  or  even 
altering  her  dinner-hour  on  a  Sunday, 
though  by  this  trifling  facrifice  her  family 
might  have  been  enabled  to  attend  the 
public  worfhip  in  the  afternoon. 

While  fhe  reads  with  horror  that  Bel- 
fhazzar  was  rioting  with  his  thoufand  no- 
bles at  the  very  moment  when  the  Perfian 
army  was  burfting  through  the  brazen 
gates  of  Babylon ;  is  fhe  very  fure  that  fhe 
herfelf,  In  an  almoft  equally  imminent 
moment  of  public  danger,  has  not  been 
nightly  indulging  in  every  fpecies  of  difli- 
pation  ? 

When  fhe  is  deploring  the  inconfiftency 
of  the  human  heart,  while  fhe  contrafts 
Mark  Anthony *s  bravery  and  contempt  of 
eafe  at  one  period,  with  his  licentious  in- 
dulgences at  another ;  or  while  fhe  la- 
ments over  the  intrepid  foul  of  Caefar, 
whom  fhe  had  been  following  in  his  pain- 
ful marches,  or  admiring  in  his  contempt 
of  death,  diflblved  in  difTolute  pleafures 

vol*  i.  p  with 
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with  the  enfnaring  Queen  of  Egypt ;  let 
her  examine  whether  (he  herfelf  has  never, 
though  in  a  much  lower  degree,  evinced 
fomething  of  the  fame  inconfiftency  ?  whe- 
ther flie  who  lives  perhaps  an  orderly, 
fober,  and  reafonable  life  during  her  fum- 
mer  refidence  in  the  country,  does  not 
plunge  with  little  fcruple  in  the  winter  into 
all  the  mod  extravagant  pleafures  of  the 
capital?  whether  fhe  never  carries  about 
with  her  an  accommodating  kind  of  reli- 
gion, which  can  be  made  to  bend  to  places 
and  feafons,  to  climates  and  cuftoms ; 
which  takes  its  tin&ure  from  the  fafhion 
without,  and  not  its  habits  from  the  prin- 
ciple within  j  which  is  decent  with  the 
pious,  fober  with  the  orderly,  and  loofe 
with  the  licentious  ? 

While  (he  is  admiring  the  genefofity  of 
Alexander  in  giving  away  kingdoms  and 
provinces,  let  her,  in  order  to  afcertaift 
whether  fhe  could  imitate  this  magnani- 
mity, take  heed  if  (he  herfelf  is  daily  feiz- 
ing  all  the  little  occafions  of  doing  good, 

which 
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which  every  day  prefects  to  the  affluent  ? 
Her  call  is  not  to  facrifice  a  province ; 
but  does  flie  facrifice  an  opera  ticket? 
She  who  is  not  doing  all  the  good  (he 
can  under  her  prefent  circumftances,  would 
not  do  all  (he  forefees  fhe  could,  in  ima- 
ginary ones,  were  her  power  enlarged  to 
the  extent  of  her  wiflies. 

While  (he  is  inveighing  with  patriotic 
indignation,  that  in  a  neighbouring  metro- 
polis thirty  theatres  were  open  every  night 
in  time  of  war  and  public  calamity,  is  fhe 
very  clear,  that  in  a  metropolis    which 
contains  only  three,  (he  was  not  alraofl 
conftantly  at  one  of  them  in  time  of  war 
and  public  calamity  alfo  ?  For  though  in 
a  national  view  it  may  make  a  wide  differ- 
ence whether  there  be  in  the  capital  three 
theatres  or  thirty,  yet,  as  the  fame  perfon 
can  only  go  to  one  of  them  at  once,  it 
snakes  but  little  difference  fts  to  the  quan- 
tum of  diffipation  in  the  individual.     She 
who  rejoices  at  fuccefsful  virtue  in  a  hif- 
tory,  or  at  the  profperity  of  a  perfon 
p  2  whofe 
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whofe  intcrefts  do  not  interfere  with  her 
own,  may  exercife  her  felf-knowledge,  by 
examining  whether  (he  rejoices  equally  at 
the  happinefs  of  every  one  about  her ;  and 
let  her  remember  (he  does  not  rejoice  at  it 
in  the  true  fenfe,  if  (he  does  not  labour  to 
promote  it.  She  who  glows  with  rapture 
at  a  virtuous  charader  in  hiftory,  fhouM 
a(k  her  own  heart,  whether  (he  is  equally 
ready  to  do  juftice  to  the  fine  qualities  of 
her  acquaintance,  though  (he  may  not  par- 
ticularly love  them;  and  whether  (he 
takes  unfeigned  pleafure  in  the  fuperior 
talents,  virtues,  fame,  and  fortune  of  thofe 
whom  (he  profeffes  to  love,  though  (he  is 
eclipfed  by  them  ? 


In  like  manner,  in  the  ftudy  of  geo* 
graphy  and  natural  hiftory,  the  attention 
(hould  be  habitually  turned  to  the  goodnefs 
of  Providence,  who  commonly  adapts  the 
various  productions  of  climates    to   the 

peculiar 
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peculiar  wants  of  the  refpe&ive  inhabitants. 
To  illuftrate  my  meaning  by  one  or  two 
inftances  out  of  a  thoufand.  The  reader 
may  be  led  to  admire  the  confiderate  good- 
nefs  of  Providence  in  having  caufed  the 
fpiry  fir,  whofe  flender  foliage  does  not 
obftruft  the  beams  of  the  fun,  to  grow  in 
the  dreary  regions  of  the  North,  whofe 
fhivering  inhabitants  could  fpare  none  of 
its  fcanty  rays ;  while  in  the  torrid  zone, 
the  palm-tree,  the  plantane,  and  the 
banana,  fpread  their  umbrella  leaves  to 
break  the  alraoft  intolerable  fervors  of  a 
vertical  fun.  How  the  camel,  who  is  the 
fole  carrier  of  all  the  merchandife  of 
Turkey,  Perfia,  Egypt,  Arabia,  and  Bar* 
bary,  who  is  obliged  to  tranfport  his  in* 
credible  burthens  through  countries  in 
which  pafture  is  fo  rare,  can  fubfift  twenty- 
four  hours  without  food,  and  can  travel, 
loaded,  many  days  without  water,  through 
dry  and  dufty  deferts,  which  fupply  none  j 
and  all  this,  not  from  the  habit  but  from 
the  conformation  of  the  animal ;  for  Nar 
f  3  tiyalifts 
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turalifts  make  this  conformity  of  powers 
to  climates  a  rule  of  judgment  in  afcer- 
taining  the  native  countries  of  animals, 
and  always  determine  it  to  be  that  to  which 
their  powers  and  properties  are  molt  ap- 
propriate. 

Thus  the  writers  of  natural  hiftory  are 
perhaps  unintentionally  magnifying  the 
operations  of  Providence,  when  they  infift 
that  animals  do  not  modify  and  give  way 
to  the  influence  of  other  climates ;  but 
here  they  too  commonly  flop  ;  neglefting, 
or  perhaps  refufing,  to  afcribe  to  infinite 
goodnefs  this  wife  and  merciful  accommo- 
dation ;  and  here  the  pious  inftru&or  will 
come  in,  in  aid  of  their  deficiency :  for 
Philofophers  too  feldom  trace  up  caufes, 
and  wonders,  andblcfitngs  to  their  Author. 
And  it  is  peculiarly  to  be  regretted  that  a 
late  juftly  celebrated  French  Naturalift, 
who,  though  not  famous  for  his  accuracy, 
pofleflTed  fuch  divcrfified  powers  of  de- 
fcription  that  he  had  the  talent  of  making 
the  drieft  fubje&s  intereftingj   together 

with 
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with  fuch  a  livelinefs  of  delineation,  that 
his  chara&ers  of  animals  are  drawn  with  a 
fpirit  and  variety  rather  to  be  looked  for 
in  an  hiftorian  of  men  th$n  of  beads :  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  this  writer,  with  all 
his  excellences,  is  absolutely  inadmiflible 
into  the  library  of  a  young  lady,  both  on 
account  of  his  immodefty  and  his  impiety ; 
«a4  iff  in  wi/hing  to  exclude  him,  it  may 
be  thought  wrong  to  have  given  him  fo 
much  commendation,  it  is  only  meant  to 
feow  that  the  author  is  not  led  to  repro- 
bate his  principles  from  infenfibility  to  his 
talents.  The  remark  is  rather  made  to 
put  the  reader  on  remembering  that  no 
brilliancy  of  genius,  no  diverfity  of  attain- 
ments, fhould  ever  be  allowed  as  a  com- 
mutation for  defe&ive  principles  and  cor- 
rupt ideas  *• 

*  Goldfmith's  Hiftory  of  animated  Nature  has 
many  references  to  a  Divine  Author.  It  is  to  be 
wiihed  that  fome  judicious  perfoh  would  publifh  a 
new  edition  of  this  work,  purified  from  the  indelicate 
and  offenfivc  parti. 

M 
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CHAP.    IX. 

On  the  ufe  of  definitions^  and  the  moral 
benefits  of  accuracy  in  language. 

u  1  Erso^s  having  been  accuftomed  from 
"  their  cradles  to  learn  words  before  they 
€C  knew  the  ideas  for  which  they  ftand, 
"  ufually  continue  to  do  fo  all  their  lives, 
"  never  taking  the  pains  to  fettle  in  their 
<c  minds  the  determined  ideas  which  be- 
"  long  to  them.     This  want  of  a  precife 
"  fignification  in  their  words,  when  they 
<f  come   to    reafon,    efpecially    in    moral 
**  matters ,  is  the  caufe  of  very  obfcure  and 
"  uncertain  notions.  .  They  ufe  thefe  un- 
"  determined  words  confidently,   without 
"  much   troubling  their   heads   about  a 
"  certain  fixed  meaning,  whereby,  befides 
"  the  eafe  of  it,  they  obtain  this  advantage, 
*'  that  as  in  fuch  difcourfe  they  are  feldom 

«  in 
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"  in  the  right,  fo  they  are  as  feldom  to  be 
u  convinced  that  they  are  in  the  wrong,  it 
"  being  juft  the  fame  to  go  about  to  draw 
"  thofe  perfons  out  of  their  miftakes,  who 
"  have  no  fettled  notions,  as  to  difpoffeft 
"  a  vagrant  of  his  habitation  who  has  no 
"  fettled  abode.— —The  chief  end  of  Ian- 
"  guage  being  to  be  underftood,  words 
€<  ferve  not  for  that  end  when  they  do  not 
<c  excite  in  the  hearer  the  fame  idea  which 
4<  they  (land  for  in  the  mind  of  the 
«  fpeaker  V* 

I  have  chofen  to  fhelter  myfelf  under 
the  broad  fan&ion  of  the  great  Author  here 
quoted,  with  a  view  to  apply  this  rule 
in  philology  to  a  moral  purpofe;  for 
it  applies  to  the  veracity  of  converfation  as 
much  as  to  its  corre&nefs  ;  and  as  ftrongly 
recommends  unequivocal  and  fimple  truth, 
as  accurate  and  juft  expreflion.  Scarcely 
any  one  perhaps  has  an  adequate  con- 
ception how  much  clear  and  corrett  ex-. 

*  Locke. 

preffions 
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preffion  favour  the  elucidation  of  truth ; 
and  the  fide  of  truth  is  obvioufly  the  fide 
of  morals ;  it  is  in  fad  one  and  the  ham 
caufe ;  and  it  is  of  courfe  the  fame  auife 
with  that  of  true  religion  alfo. 

It  is  therefore  no  worthlefc  part  of  edu- 
cation  to  ftudy  the  precife  meaning  of 
words,  and  the  appropriate  figntfication  of 
language*  To  this  end  I  know  ao  better 
method  than  to  accuftom  young  perfbns 
very  early  to  a  habit  of  defining  common 
words  and  things ;  for,  as  definition  feems 
to  Ue  at  the  root  of  cojre&nefs,  to  be  ac- 
cuftomed  to  define  Englifh  words  in  Eng* 
lifb,  would  improve  the  underftanding 
more  than  barely  to  know  what  thofe  words 
are  called  in  French  or  Italian.  Or  rather, 
one  ufe  of  learning  other  languages  is, 
becaufe  definition  is  often  involved  in 
etymology ;  that  is,  fince  many  Englifh 
words  take  their  derivation  from  foreign 
languages,  they  cannot  be  fo  accurately 
underftood  without  fome  knowledge  of 
thofe  languages :  but  precifion  of  any 
'  kind, 


OK   DEFINITION  *ig 

kind,  either  moral  or  philological*  too 
feldom  finds  its  way  into  the  education- of 
women* 

It  is  perhaps  going  out  of  my  province 
to  obferve,  that  it  might  be  well  if  young 
men   alfo,    before  they  entered  on    the 
world,  were  to  be  furnifhed  with  corred 
definitions  of  certain  words,  the  ufe  of 
which  is  become  rather  ambiguous.     For 
inftance  ;  they  fhould  be  provided  with  a 
good  definition  of  the  word  honour  in  the 
fafluonable  fenfe,  (hewing  what  vices  it  in- 
cludes, and  what  virtues  it  does  not  include: 
the  term  good  company 9%  which  even  the 
courtly  Petronius  of  our  days  has  defined 
as  fotnetimes  including  not  a  few  immoral 
and  difreputable  characters;  religion,  which 
in   the  various  fenfes   afligned  it  by  the 
world,  fometimes  means  fuperftition,  fome- 
times fanaticism,   and  fometimes  a  mere 
difpofition  to  attend  on  any  kind  of  form 
of  worfhip  :    the  word  goodncfs^  which  is 
made  to  mean  every  thing   that   is   not 
ootorioufiy  bad  ;  and  fometimes  even  that 

too, 
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too,  if  what  is  notorioufly  bad  be  accom* 
panied  by  good  humour,  pleating  man- 
ners,  and  a  little  alms-giving.  By  thefe 
means  they  would  go  forth  armed  againft 
many  of  the  falfe  opinions  which  through 
the  abufe  or  ambiguous  meaning  of  words 
pafs  fo  current  in  the  world. 

But  to  return  to  the  youthful  part  of 
that  fex  which  is  the  more  immediate 
objeft  of  this  little  work.  With  correft 
definition  they  fhould  alfo  be  tai^ght  to 
ftudy  the  fhades  of  words,  and  this  not 
merely  with  a  view  to  accuracy  of  expref- 
fion,  but  to  moral  truth. 

It  may  be  thought  ridiculous  to  aflert, 
that  morals  have  any  connexion  with  the 
purity  of  language,  or  that  the  precifion  of 
truth  may  be  violated  through  defeft  of 
critical  exa&nefs  in  the  three  degrees  of 
comparifon :  yet  how  frequently  do  we 
hear  from  the  dealers  in  fuperlatives,  of 
«'  moft  admirable,  fuper-excellent,  and 
*c  quite  perfect"  people,  who,  to  plain 
perfons,  not  bred  in  the  fchool   of  ex* 

aggeration, 
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&ggeration,  would  appear  mere  common 
characters,  not  rifing  above  the  level 
of  mediocrity !  By  this  negligence  in  the 
juft  application  of  words,  we  fhall  be 
as  much  milled  by  thefe  trope  and  figure 
ladies,  when  they  degrade  as  when  they 
panegyrize  ;  for  to  a  plain  and  fober 
judgment,  a  tradefman  may  not  be  "  the 
"  moft  good-for-nothing  fellow  that  ever 
€Q  exifted,"  merely  becaufe  it  was  impof- 
fible  for^him  to  execute  in  an  hour  an  order 
which  required  a  week ;  a  lady  may  not  be 
"  the  moft  hideous  fright  the  world  ever 
"  faw,"  though  the  make  of  her  gown 
may  have  been  obfolete  for  a  month ;  nor 
may  one's  young  friend's  father  be  "  a 
€€  monfter  of  cruelty,"  though  he  may  be 
a  quiet  gentleman  who  does  not  choofe  to 
live  at  watering-places,  but  likes  to  have 
his  daughter  ftay  at  home  with  him  in  the 
country. 

But  of  all  the  parts  of  fpeech  the  inter- 
jection is  the  moft  abundantly  in  ufc  with 
the  hyperbolical    fair  ones.      Would  it 

could 
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could  be  added  that  thefe  emphatica! 
expletives  (if  I  may  make  ufe  of  a  con- 
tradi&ory  term)  were  not  fometimes 
tindured  with  profanenefs !  Though  I  am 
perfuaded  that  idle  habit  is  more  at  the 
bottom  of  this  deep  offence  than  intended 
impiety,  yet  there  is  fcarcely  any  error  of 
youthful  talk  which  wants  feverer  caftiga- 
tion.  And  an  habit  of  exclamation  (hould 
be  reje&ed  by  polifhed  people  as  vulgar, 
even  if  it  were  not  abhorred  as  pfofane. 

The  habit  of  exaggerating  trifles,  toge- 
ther with  the  grand  female  failing  of  ex- 
cefiive  mutual  flattery,  and  elaborate  ge- 
neral profeflions  of  fondnefs  and  attach- 
ment, is  inconceivably  cherifhed  by  the  vo- 
luminous private  correfpondenccs  in  which 
fome  girls   are  indulged.     A  facility  of 
ftyle,  and  an  eafy  turn  of  expreflion,  are 
acquifitions  faid  to  be  derived   from  an 
early  interchange  of  fentiments  by  letter- 
writing  ;  but  thefe  would  be  dearly  pur- 
chafed  by  the  facrifice  of  that  truth,  fo- 
biiety,  and  correftnefs  of  language,  and 
2  that 
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that  ingenuous  fimplicity  of  chara&er  and 
manners  to  lovely  in  female  youth. 

But  antecedent  to  this  epiftolary  period  of 
life,  they  fhould  have  been  accuftomed  to 
die  moft  Scrupulous  exa&nefs  in  whatever 
they  relate.  They  fliould  maintain  the 
moft  critical  accuracy  mfafts,  in  dates,  in 
numbering,  in  defcribing,  in  fhort,  in  what- 
ever pertains,  either  dire&ly  or  indireftly, 
clofely  or  remotely,  to  the  great  funda- 
mental principle,  Truth.  It  is  fo  very 
difficult  for  perfons  of  great  livelinefs  to 
reftrain  themfelves  within  the  fober  limits 
of  ftrift  veracity,  either  in  their  affertions 
or  narrations,  efpecially  when  a  little  un- 
due indulgence  of  fancy  is  apt  to  procure 
for  them  the  praife  of  genius  and  fpirit, 
that  this  reftraint  is  one  of  the  earliefl: 
principles  which  fcould  be  worked  into  the 
youthful  mind. 

The  converfation  of  young  females  is 
alfo  in  danger  of  being  overloaded  with 
epithets.  As  in  the  warm  feafon  of  youth 
hardly  any  thing  is  feen  in  the  true  point  of 

vifion, 
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vifion,  fo  hardly  any  thing  is  named  ifi. 
naked  fimplicity ;  and  the  very  fenfibility 
of  the  feelings  is  partly  a  caufe  of  the 
extravagance  of  the  expreffion.  But  here, 
as  in  other  points,  the  facred  writers,  par- 
ticularly of  the  New  Teftament,  prefent  us 
with  the  pureft  models ;  and  its  natural 
and  unlaboured  ftyle  of  expreflion  is  per- 
haps not  the  meaneft  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  Gofpel.  There  is  throughout  the 
whole  narratives,  no  overcharged  cha- 
racter, no  elaborate  defcription,  nothing 
ftudioufly  emphatical,  as  if  truth  of  itfelf 
were  weak,  and  wanted  to  be  helped  out. 
There  is  little  panegyric,  and  lefs  invedtive; 
none  but  on  great,  and  awful,  and  jufti- 
fiable  occafions.  The  authors  record  their 
own  faults  with  the  fame  honefty  as  if 
they  were  the  faults  of  other  men,  and  the 
faults  of  other  men  with  as  little  amplifica- 
tion as  if  they  were  their  own.  There  is 
perhaps  no  book  in  which  adjectives  are  fo 
fparingly  ufed.  A  modefl  ftatement  of 
the  fa£t,  with  no  colouring  and  little  com- 

nient, 
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tocnt,  with  littld  etnphafis  and  no  varniffi, 
Si  the  example  fold  out  to  us  for  correct- 
ing the  exuberances  of  paffion  and  of  Ian* 
guage,  by  that  divine  volume  which  far* 
nifties  lis  with  the  (till  more  important  rule 
of  faith  and  ftandard  of  practice.  Nor  it 
the  troth  lowered  by  any  feeblenefs,  nor 
the  ipirit  diluted!,  nor  the  impreffion  weak- 
ened by  this  fobernefs  and  moderation ; 
for  with  all  this  plainnefs  there  is  fo  much 
force,  that  a  few  fimple  touches  and  artlefs 
ftrokes  of  Scripture  chara&ers  convey  a 
ftronger  outline  of  the  perfon  delineated* 
than  is  fometimes  given  by  the  moft  ela- 
borate and  finiflied  portrait  of  more  artifi- 
cial hiftorians. 

If  it  be  objefked  to  this  reihark,  that 
many  parts  of  the  facred  writings  abound 
in  a  lofty,  figurative,  iand  even  hyperbolical 
ftyle ;  this  objeftion  applies  chiefly  to  the 
Writings  of  the  OldTeftament,  and  to  the 
prophetical  and  poetical  parts  of  that. 
But  the  metaphorical  and  florid  ftyle  of 
thofe  writings  is  diftinft  from  the  inaccu- 
rate and  overtrained  expreffion  we  have 

vol.  i.  ^  been 
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vifion,  fo  hardly  any  thing  is  named  in 
naked  fimplicity ;  and  the  very  fenfibility 
of  the  feelings  is  partly  a  caufe  of  the 
extravagance  of  the  expreflion.  But  here* 
as  in  other  points,  the  facred  writers,  par- 
ticularly of  the  New  Teftament,  prefent  us 
with  the  pureft  models ;  and  its  natural 
and  unlaboured  ftyle  of  expreflion  is  per- 
haps not  the  meaneft  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  Gofpel.  There  is  throughout  the 
whole  narratives,  no  overcharged  cha- 
racter, no  elaborate  defcription,  nothing 
ftudioufly  emphatical,  as  if  truth  of  itfelf 
were  weak,  and  wanted  to  be  helped  out. 
There  is  little  panegyric,  and  lefs  invedtive; 
none  but  on  great,  and  awful,  and  jufti- 
fiable  occafions.  The  authors  record  their 
own  faults  with  the  fame  honefty  as  if 
they  were  the  faults  of  other  men,  and  the 
faults  of  other  men  with  as  little  amplifica- 
tion as  if  they  were  their  own*  There  is 
perhaps  no  book  in  which  adjectives  are  fo 
fparingly  ufed.  A  modeft  ftatement  of 
the  fa£t,  with  no  colouring  and  little  com- 
ment, 
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ttent,  with  littte  etnphafis  and  no  varnilh* 
k  the  example  hold  oat  to  us  for  corredfc- 
ing  the  exuberances  of  paffion  and  of  lan^ 
guage,  by  that  divine  volume  which  far* 
nifties  lis  with  the  (till  more  important  rule 
of  faith  and  ftandard  of  practice.  Nor  is 
the  troth  lowered  by  any  feeblenefs,  nor 
the  fpirit  diluted,  nor  the  impreflion  weak* 
ened  by  this  fobernefs  and  moderation ; 
for  with  all  this  plainnefs  there  is  fo  much 
force,  that  a  few  fimple  touches  and  artlefs 
ftrokes  of  Scripture  charafters  convey  a 
ftronger  outline  of  the  perfon  delineated, 
than  is  fometimes  given  by  the  mod  ela- 
borate and  finifhed  portrait  of  more  artifi- 
cial hiftorians. 

If  it  be  obje&ed  to  this  remark,  that 
many  parts  of  the  facred  writings  abound 
in  a  lofty,  figurative,  and  even  hyperbolical 
ftyle }  this  objeftion  applies  chiefly  to  the 
Writings  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  to  the 
prophetical  and  poetical  parts  of  that. 
But  the  metaphorical  and  florid  ftyle  of 
thofe  writings  is  diftinfl:  from  the  inaccu- 
rate and  over-ftrained  expreffion  we  have 

vol.  i.  <l  been 
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been  cenfuring  ;  for  that  only  is  inaccu- 
racy which  leads  to  a  falfe  and  inadequate 
conception  in  the  reader  or  hearer.  ■  The 
lofty  (lyle  of  the  Eaftern,,and  of  other  he- 
roic poetry,  does  not  fp  miflead  ;  for  the 
metaphor  is  underftood  to  be  a  metaphor, 
and  the  imagery  is  underftood  to  be  orna- 
mental. The  ftyle  of  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  Teftament  is  not,  it  is  true,  plain  in 
oppofition  to  figurative,  nor  fimple  in  op* 
pofition  to  florid;  but  it  is  plain  and  fimple 
in  the  bed  fenfe,  as  oppofed  to  falfe  prin- 
ciples and  falfe  tafte  ;  it  raifes  no  wrong 
idea  ;  it  gives  an  exaft  impreflion  of  the 
thing  it  means  to  convey ;  and  its  very 
tropes  and  figures,  though  bold,  are  never 
unnatural  or  affected  :  when  it  embellifhes 
it  does  not  miflead  ;  even  when  it  exag- 
gerates, it  does  not  mifreprefent ;  if  it  be 
hyperbolical,  it  is  fo  either  in  compliance 
with  the  genius  of  Oriental  language,  or  in 
compliance  with  contemporary  cuftoms,  or 
becaufe  the  fubject  is  one  which  will  be 
'mod  forcibly  imprefled  by  a  ftrong  figure. 
The  lofiiucfs  of  the  expreffion  dedilfts  no- 
thing 
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thing  from  the  weight  of  the  circumftance  j 
the  imagery  animates  the  reader  without 
mifleading  him;  the  boldeft  illuftration, 
while  it  dilates  his  conception  of  the  fub- 
je&,  detracts  nothing  from  its  fimplicity ; 
and  truth,  inftead  of  being  injured  by  the 
opulence  of  the  figures,  contrives  to  make 
them  frefli  and  varied  avenues  to  the  heart 
and  the  underftanding. 
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CHAP.    X. 

Ok  Re1igk*.^T6e  neceffky  *nd  d*ytf*i*ly 
inftpufKo*  fawn  -by  analogy  with  bxman 
horning. 

1  t  has  been  the  fafhion  of  our  late  inno- 
vators in  philofophy,  who  have  written 
fome  of  the  mod  brilliant  and  popular 
treatifes  on  education,  to  decry  the  prac- 
tice of  early  inftilling  religious  knowledge 
into  the  minds  of  children :  k  has  been 
alledged  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  the  caufe  of  truth,  that  the  mind  of  man 
fhould  be  kept  free  from  prepoffeflions ; 
and  in  particular,  that  every  one  fhould  be 
left  to  form  fuch  judgment  on  religious 
fubjefts  as  may  feem  bed  to  his  own  reafon 
in  maturer  years. 

This  fentiment  has  received  fome  coun- 
tenance from  thofe  better  chara&ers  who 

have 
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have  wiihcd,  on  the  fcureft  principle,  to 
encourage  free  inquiry  in  religion ;  but  it 
ha*  been  pufhed  to  the  blameabk  excefo 
here  centered,  chiefly  hy  ths  new  philofa- 
phers  j  who,  while  they  profefs  only  an  in* 
gepuous  zeal  far  truth,  are  ki  fad  fliiy  en- 
deavourimg  to.  deftroy  Chriiianiryrkfelf,  by 
diicounteakneing,  under  the  plaufible  pre* 
tence  of  free  inquiry,  al)  attention  whatever 
to  the  religious  education  of  our  youth* 

h  is  undoubtedly  our  duty,  white  we  aM 
infiilling  principles  into  the  tender  'mind* 
to  take  peculiar  care  that  thofe  principles 
be  found  and  juft ;  that  the  religion  we 
teach  be  die  religion  of  the  Bible*  and  not 
the  inventions  ot  human  error  or  fuperRi- 
tion :  that  the  principles  we  infufe  into 
others,  be  fuch  as  we  ourfelves  have  well 
Scrutinized,  and  not  the  refult  of  our 
credulity  or  bigotry  ;  nor  the  were  here- 
ditary, unexamined  prejudices  of  our  owq 
undifcerning  childhood  It  may  alfo  be 
granted,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  parent 
to  inform  the  youth,  that  when  his  fecul- 
<L3  ties 
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ties  fliall  have  fo  unfolded  themfelves,  as 
to  enable  him  to  examine  for  himfelf 
thofe  principles  which  the  parent  is  now 
inftilling,  it  will  be  his  duty  fo  to  examine 
them. 

But  after  making  thefe  conceffions,  I 
would  mod  ferioufly  infill  that  there  are 
certain  leading  and  fundamental  truths  ; 
that  there  are  certain  fentiments  on  the 
fide  of  Chriftianity,  as  well  as*  of  virtue 
and  benevolence,  in  favour  of  which  every 
child  ought  to  be  prepoffefled ;  and  may  it 
Hot  be  alfo  added,  that  to  expe&  to  keep 
the  mind  void  of  all  prepofleffion,  even 
upon  any  fubjett,  appears  to  be  altogether 
a  vain  and  impracticable  attempt  ?  an  at- 
tempt, the  very  fuggeftion  of  which  argues 
much  ignorance  of  human  nature. 

Let  it  be  obferved  here,  that  we  are  not 
combating  the  infidel ;  that  we  are  not 
producing  evidences  and  arguments  in 
favour  of  Chriftianity,  or  trying  to  win 
over  the  aflent  of  the  reader  to  that  which 
Jie  difputes  j  but  that  w$  ar§  taking  it  for 

granted 
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granted,  hot  only  that  Chriftianity  is  'true* 
but  that  we  are  addrefling  thofe  who  be- 
lieve it  to  be  true :  an  affumption  which 
has  been  made  throughout  this  work.  Af- 
fuming,  therefore,  that  there  are  religious 
principles  which  are  true,  and  which  ought 
to  be  communicated  in  the  moft  effectual 
manner,  the  next  queftion  which  arifes 
feems  to  be,  at  what  age  and  in  what  man- 
ner thefe  ought  to  be  inculcated  ?  That  it 
ought  to  be  at  an  early  period  we  have 
both  the  example  and  the  command  of 
Chrift;  for  he  himfelf  attended  his  parents 
iji  their  annual  public  devotions  at  Jerufalem 
during  his  own  infancy;  and  afterwards  in 
his  public  miniftration  encouragingly  faid, 
"  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me." 
But  here  conceding  for  the  fake  of  argu- 
ment what  yet  cannot  be  conceded,  that 
fome  good  reafons  may  be  brought  in 
favour  of  delay ;  allowing  that  fuch  im- 
preffions  as  are  communicated  early  may 
not  be  very  deep ;  allowing  them  even 
to  become  totally  effaced  by  the  fubfequent 
0^4  corrup- 
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corruptions  of  the  heart  and  of  the  world* 
(till  I  would  iliuftrate  (he  importance  of 
early  infilling  religious  knowledge,  by  an 
ftlktfion  drawn  from  the  power  of  early 
habit  in  human  learning.  Put  the  cafe, 
for  inftance,  of  a  pedbn  who  was  betimea 
initiated  in  the  rudiments  of  claflical  ftudies. 
Suppofe  him  after  quitting  fchool  to  have 
fallen,  either  by  a  courfe  of  idlen^ft  or  of 
vulgar  purfuits,  into  a  total  negleft  of 
ftudy.  Should  this  perfon  at  any  future 
period  happen  to  be  called  to  fome  pro* 
feffion,  which  fhould  oblige  him,  as  wo 
fay,  to  rub  up  his  Greek  and  Latin ;  hi* 
memory  (till  retaining  the  unobliterated 
though  faint  traces  of  his  early  purfuits,  he 
will  be  able  to  recover  his  negle&ed  learn-* 
ing  with  lefs  difficulty  than  he  could  now 
begin  to  learn ;  for  he  is  not  again  obliged 
to  fet  out  with  ftudying  the  fimple  ele« 
ments;  they  come  back  on  being  pur* 
fued ;  they  are  found  on  being  fearched 
for;  the  decayed  images  afTumefbape,  and 
itrength,  and  colour  j  he  hag  in  his  mind 

firft 
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firft  principles  to  which  to  recur ;  the  rulek 
of  grammar  which  be  has  allowed  himfelf 
to  violate,  he  ins  not  however  forgotten  f 
he  will  recall  negle&ed  ideas,  he  will 
refuxne  flighted  habits  far  more  eafily  than 
he  coijtd  now  begin  to  acquire  new  ones. 
I  appeal  to  -Clergymen  who  are  called 
to  attend  the  dying  beds  of  fuch  as  have 
been  bred  in  grofs  and  ftupid  ignorance  of 
religion,  for  the  juftrtefi  of  this  comparifon. 
Do  they  riot  find  that  thefe  unhappy 
people  have  no  ideas  in  common  with 
them?  that  they  pofleft  no  intelligible 
medium  by  which  to  make  themfelve* 
underilood?  that  the  perfons  to  whom 
they  are  addrefling  themfelves  have  no 
firft  principles  to  which  they  can  be 
referred  ?  that  they  are  ignorant  not  only 
of  the  fcience,  but  the  language  of 
Chriftianity? 

But  at  word,  whatever  be  the  event  to 
the  child,  though  in  general  we  are  en* 
couraged,  from  the  tenor  of  Scripture 
iftd  the  courfe  of  experience,  to  hope  that 

that 
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that  event  would  be  favourable,  is  it  no- 
thing for  the  parent  to  have  acquitted  him- 
felf  of  this  prime  duty  ?  And  wiH  not  the 
parent  who  fo  acquits  himfelf,  with  better 
reafon  and  more  lively  hope,  fupplicate  the 
Father  of  mercies  for  the  reclaiming  of  a 
prodigal,  who  has  wandered  out  of  that 
right  path  In  which  he  has  let  him  forward, 
than  for  the  converfion  of  a  neglefted 
creature,  to  whofe  feet  the  Gofpel  had 
never  been  offered  as  a  light  ?  And  how 
different  will  be  the  dying  reflexions  even 
of  that  parent  whofe  earned  endeavours 
have  been  unhappily  defeated  by  the  fub- 
fequent  and  voluntary  perverfion  of  his 
child,  from  his  who  will  reafonably  aggra- 
vate his  pangs  by  transferring  the  fins  of  his 
negle&ed  child  to  the  number  of  his  own 
tranfgreflions. 

And  to  fuch  well-intentioned  but  ill- 
judging  parents  as  really  wifti  their  chil- 
dren to  be  hereafter  pious,  but  erroneoufly 
withhold  inftru&ion  till  the  more  advanced 
period  prefciibed  by  the  great  mafter  of 

fplendid 
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fplendid  paradoxes*  fliall  arrive ;  who  can 
aflure  them  that  while  theyare  withholding 
the  good  feed,  the  great  and  ever  vigilant 
enemy,  who  afliduoufly  feizes  hold  on  every 
opportunity  which  we  flight,  and  cultivates 
every  advantage  which  we  negled,  may  not 
be  flocking  the  fallow  ground  with  tares  ? 
Nay,  who  in  this  flu&uating  fcene  of  things 
can  be  afiured,  even  if  this  were  not  cer- 
tainly to  be  the  cafe,  that  to  them  the  pro- 
.  mifed  period  ever  (hall  arrive  at  all  ?  Who 
fliall  afcertain  to  them  that  their  now  ne- 
gle&ed  child  (hall  certainly  live  to  receive 
the  delayed  inftruftion  ?  Who  can  aflure 
them  that  they  themfelves  will  live  to  com- 
municate it  ? 

It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  obferve  that 
parents  who  are  indifferent  about  religion, 
much  more  thofe  who  treat  it  with  fcorn, 
are  not  likely  to  be  anxious  on  this  fub- 
je&j  it  is  therefore  the  attention  of  reli- 
fious  parents  which  is  here  chiefly  called 

*  Roufleau. 

upon; 
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breath,,  and  being  were  befto^f£j?  Sfcft 
not  that  "  faith  without  which  it.it  impoj* 
c<  fitjle  tp  pleafe  Godyvfliali  not-  that 
'J .  holinek  without  which  no  tmn  cm  Xee 
'VtheXordj"  (hall  not  that  knowledge 
which:^*  the  foufidatioB  of  faith,  and  prac* 
tke;  Audi  not  that  charity  without  whidi 
all  kpowi^dge  is  founding  braft  .and  a 
tinkling  cymbal,  fee  impreffed*  be  incul- 
cated, be  enforced,  ai  early r  as  conftantlyV 
as  fundamentally,  with  the  fame  eanieft 
pufiwg  on  to  continual  progrefc,  with  dtt 
fame,  conflant  reference  to  fitft  principles, 
as  are  ufed  in  the  cafe  of  thofearts  which 
merely  adorn  human  life  ?  Shall  we  not 
feize  the.  happy  period  when  the  memory 
is  ftrong,  the  mind  and  all  its  powers  vigor- 
ous and  active,  the  imagination  bufy  and 
all  .alive (,  the  heart  flexible,  die  temper 
du&ile,  the  confidence  tender,  curiofity 
awake,  fear  powerful,  hope  eager,  love 
ardent ;  (hall-  we  not  feize  this  period  for1 
inculcating  that  knowledge,  and  impreflmg 
thofe  principles  which  are  to  form  the 

character, 
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chancer,  and  fix  the  deftiriatfon  for  etc* 
pity? 

Or,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  addreft 
another  and  a  foil  more  dilatory  clafs', 
who  are  for  procrastinating  all  concern 
about  religion  till  we  are  driven  to  it  by 
iftual  diftrefs,  and  who  do  not  think  of 
praying  till  they  are  perifhing,  like  the 
fittlor  who  laid,  "  he  thought  it  was  always 

*  time  enough  to  begin  to  pray  when  die 

*  florin  began."  Of  thefe  I  would  afk, 
ftall  we,  with  an  unaccountable  delibera- 
tion, defer  our  anxiety  about  religion  tiH 
rfic  bufy  man  or  the  diflipated  woman 
are  become  fo  immerfed  in  the  cares  of 
fife,  or  fo  entangled  in  its  pleafares,  that 
they  will  have  little  heart  or  fpirit  to  em- 
brace  a  new  principle  ?  a  principle  whofe 
precife  object  it  will  be  to  condemn  that 
Yery  life  into  which  they  have  already  em- 
barked; nay,  to  condemn  almoft  all  that 

■  they  have  been  doing  and  thinking  ever  fince 

they  firft  began  to  ad  or  think?  Shall  we, 

1  (ay,  begin  now  ?  or  (hall  we  fufFer  thofe 

R  3  inftruo* 
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inftruttions,  fo  receive  whfch  require*  all 
the  concentrated  powers  of  t  ftrong  and 
healthy  mind,  to  be  put  off  tilt  the  day  of 
excruciating  pain,  till  the  period  of  de- 
bility and  ftupefaftion?  Shall  we  wait 
for  that  feafon,  as  if  it  were  the  mod 
favourable  for  religious  acquifitkms,  when 
.the  fenfes  (hall  have  been  palled  by 
exceffive  gratification,  when  the  eye  flxali 
be  tired  with  feeing,  and  the  ear  with 
hearing  ?  Shall  we,  when  the  whole  man 
is  breaking  up  by  difeafe  or  decay,  expeft 
that  the  4im  apprehenfion  wll  difcern  a 
new  fcience,  or  the  obtofe  feelings  delight 
themfeives  with  a  new  pleafpre  ?  a  pleidure 
too,  not  only  incompatible  with  many  of 
the  hitherto  indulged  pleafures,  but  one 
frfiich  carries  with  it  a  ftrong  intimation 
that  thofe  pleafures  terminate  in  the  death 
of  the  foul. 

But,  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  important 
analogy  on  which  we  have  already  dwelt  fo 
much ;  how  prepofterous  would  it  feem  to 
you  to  hear  any  one  propofe  to  an  illiterate 

dying 
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dying  man,  to  let  about  learning  even  the 
plaineft  and  eafieft  rudiments  of  any  nefr 
art ;  to  ftudy  the  inufical  notes ;  to  cort- 
jugate  an  auxiliary  verb;  to  learn,  not 
the  firft  problem  in  Euclid,  but  even  the 
numeration  table;  and  yet  you  do  not 
think  it  abfurd  to  poftpone  religious  iri- 
ftru&ion,  on  principles  which,  if  admitted 
at  all,  mud  terminate  either  in  ignorance, 
or  in  your  propofing  too  late  to  a  dying 
man  to  begin  to  learn  the  totally  unknown 
fchemc  of  Chriftianity,  You  do  not 
think  it  impoffible  that  he  fhpuld  be 
brought  to  liften  to  the  "  voice  of  this 
*  charmer,-*  when  he  can  no  longer 
liften  to  "  the  voice  of  finging  men  and 
<c  finging.  women."  You  do  not  think 
it  unreafoftable  that  immortal  beings  fhould 
d$lay  to  devout  their  days  .to  Heaven,  till 
they  have  "  no  pleafure  in  them"  them- 
felves.  You  will  not  bring  them  to  offer 
up  the  firft  fruits  of  their  lips,  and  hearts, 
tod  lives,  to  their  Maker,  becaufe  you  per- 
fuade  yourfelves  that  he  who  has  called 
r  4  himfelf 


•4&  ANALOGY  OF  ftfiUOMX 

himfelf  a  "  jealous  God/*  pay  howcvc* 
be  contented  hereafter  with  the  wretchec} 
fccrifice  of  decayed  appetites*  and  the 
worthlefe  leaving*  <)f  aknoft  ex|inguiihed 
affedions. 

:  For  one  cannot  believe,  even  -with  ail 
the  melancholy  procraftination  ye  fee  - 
ground  us,  that  there"  is  fcarcely  any  one^ 
except  he  be  a  decided  infidel,  who  doe* 
not  confider  reUgiop  a?  at  lead  a  good  re- 
verfionary  thing;  as  spi  objed  which, 
ought  always  to  occupy  a  little  remote 
corner  of  hi?  map  of  life  j  the  ftudy  of 
which,  though  it  is  always  to  be  poftponed, 
U  however  not  to  be  finally  reje&ed; 
vhich,  though  it  cannot  conveniently 
come  into  his  prefent  fcheme  of  life,  it  it 
intended  fomehow  or  other  to  take  up  be-  . 
fore  death.  This  awful  deception,  this  de- 
fed  in  the  intelle&ustl  vifion,  arifes,  partly 
from  the  bulk  which  the  objeds  of  time  * 
and  fipfe  acquire  in  our  eyes  by  their  near*. 
nefs ;  while  the  invifible  realities  of  eter- 
nity are  but  faintly  difcerned  by  a  feeble 

faith, 
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fakh,  tfriough  a  dim  and  diftant  medium. 
Itarifes  felfo  partly  from  a  totally  falfe  idea 
of  the  nature  of  Chriftianity,  from  a  fatal 
iancy  tbat  we  can  repent  at  any  future 
period,  and  chat  as  amendment  is  a  thing 
which  will  always  be  in  our  own  power, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  think  of  reform- 
ing our  life,  when  we  fhould  only  think  of 
clofing  it. 

But  depend  upon  it,  that  a  heart  long  . 
hardened,  I  do  not  mean  by  grofs  vices 
merdy,  but  by  a  fondnefs  for  the  world, 
by  an  habitual  and  exceffive  indulgence  in 
the  pleasures  of  fenfe,  will  by  no  means  be 
in  a  favourable  ftate  to  admit  the  light  of 
divine  truth,  or  to  receive  the  impreflions 
of  divine  grace.  God  indeed  fometimes 
(hows  us  by  an  aft  of  his  fovereignty,  that 
this  wonderful  change,  the  converfion  of  a 
finner's  heart,  may  be  produced  without 
the  intervention  of  human  means,  to  (how 
that  the  work  is  His.  But  as  this  is  not  . 
the  way  in  which  the  Almighty  ufually 
deals  with  his  creatures,  it  would  be  nearly 

as 
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as  prepofterous  for  men  to  ad  00  this  pre- 
furaption,  and  fin  on  in*  hopes  of  a  mira- 
culous converfion,  as  it  would  be  to  take 
no  means  for  the  prefcrvation  of  our  lires, 
becaufe  Jefus  Chrift  raifed  Lazarus  from 
the  dead. 


t 
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CHAP.   XI. 

On  the  manner  of  injtrutting  young  perfons  in 
Religion.— General  rerharks  on  the  genius 
of  Cbrijiianity. 

I  would  now  with  great  deference  ad- 
drefc  thole  refpediable  cjiara&ers  who  are 
really  concerned  about  the  bed  interefts 
of  their  children ;  thofe  to  whom  Chrifl- 
ianity  is  indeed  an  important  confideration, 
but  whofe  habits  of  life  have  hitherto  hin- 
dered them  from  giving  it  its  due  degree 
in  the  fcale  of  education. 

Begin  then  with  confidering  that  re- 
ligion is  a  part,  and  the  moft  prominent 
part,  in  your  fyftem  of  inftru&ion.  Do 
not  communicate  its  principles  in  a  random 
defultory  way ;  nor  fcantily  flint  this  bufi- 
riefs  to  only  fuch  fcraps  and  remnants 

*f 
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of  time  as  may  be  cafually  picked  up  from 
the  gleanings  of  other  acquirements. 
"  Will  you  bring  to  Gpd  for  a  facrifice 
"  that  which  cofts  you  nothing  T*  Let 
the  beft  part  of  the  day,  which  with  mod 
people  is  the  earliefl  part,  be  (leadily  and 
invariably  "dedicated  to  this  work  by  your 
fchildren,  before  they  are  tired  with  their 
other  ftudies,  while  the  intellect  is  clear, 
the  fpirits  light,  and  the  attention  ua- 
Jatigued. 

Confine  not  your  inftruftions  to  mere 
verbal  rituals  and  dry  fyftems ;  but  inftruft 
them  in  a  way  which  (hall  intereft  their 
feelings ;  by  lively  images,  and  by  a  warm 
practical  application  of  what  they  read 
to  their  o,wn  hearts  and  circumftances. 
If  you  do  not  ftudy  the  great  but  too  much 
flighted  art  of  fixing,  of  commanding,  of 
chaining  the  attention,  you  may  throw 
away  much  time  and  labour,  with  little 
other  effed  than  that  of  difgufting  your 
pupil  and  wearying  yourfelf.  There  feeiris 
to  be  no  good  reafon  that  while  every 

other 
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other  thing  is  to  be  made  amufing,  religion 
alone  moft  be  dry  and  uninviting.  Do  not 
fancy  that  a  thing  is  good  merely  becaufe 
it  is  duIL  Why  fhould  not  the  molt  en- 
tertaining powers  of  the  human  mind  be 
fupremely  confecrated  to  that  fubjedt  which 
is  moft  worthy  of  their  full  exercife  ?  The 
misfortune  is,  that  religious  learning  is  too 
often  rather  conlidered  as  an  a<3  of  the 
memory  than  of  the  heart  and  feel* 
ings ;  and  that  children  are  turned  over  to 
the  dry  work  of  getting  by  rote  as  a  tafk 
that  which  they  ihould  get  from  example 
and  animated  converfation,  from  lively 
difcuffion,  in  which  the  pupil  ihould  learn 
to  bear  a  pStrt.  Teach  them  rather,  as 
their  Bleffed  Saviour  taught,  by  intereft- 
ing  parables,  which,  while  they  corre&ed 
the  heart,  left  fome  exercife  for  the  inge- 
nuity in  the  folution,  and  for  the  feelings 
in  their  application.  Teach,  as  He  taught,* 
by  fazing  on  furrounding  objeQ?,  pafllng 
events,  local  circumftances,  peculiar  cha- 
6  raflers, 
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rafters,  apt  allufions,  juft  analogy,  appro* 
priate  iiluftration.  Call  in  all  citation, 
animate  and  inanimate,  tq  your  aftt  and 
accuftom  your  young  audience  to    •.'.  ■ 

Find  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brook* 
Sermons  in  Hones,  and  good  in  every  thing,       • 

Even  when  the  nature  of  your  fubjeA 
makes  it  neceffary  for  you  to  be  more 
plain  and  dida&ic,  do  not  fail  frequently  to 
enliven  thefe  lefs  engaging  parts  of  your 
difcourfe  with  fome  incidental  imagery 
which  (hall  captivate  the  fancy.  Relieve 
what  would  otherwife  be  too  dry  and  pre- 
ceptive, with  fome  ftriking  exemplification 
in  point,  fome  touching  inftance  to  be  imi- 
tated, fome  awful  warning  to  be  avoided ; 
fomething  which  fhall  illuffrate  your  in- 
ftru&ion,  which  {hall  realize  your  pofition, 
which  fhall  embody  your  idea,  and  give 
fliape  and  form,  colour  and  life,  to  your 
precept.  Endeavour  unremittingly  to  con- 
nect the  reader  with  the  fubjeft,  by  making 
her  feel  that  what  you  teach  is  neither  an 

abftraft 
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abftraft  truth,  nor  a  thing  of  mere  general 
information,  but  that  it  is  a  bufinefs  in 
which  JUberfelf  is  individually  and  im- 
mediately concerned ;  in  which  not  only 
her  eternal  falvation  but  her  prefent  hap-  ' 
pinefs  is  involved  Do,  according  to  your 
meafuxe  of  ability,  what  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  indited  the  Scriptures  has  done, 
always  take  the  fenfibility  of  the  learner 
into  your  account  of  the  faculties  which 
are  to  be  worked  upon.  "  For  the  doc- 
"  trines  of  the  Bible,"  as  the  profound 
and  enlightened  Bacon  obferves,  "  are  not 
"  propofed  to  us  in  a  naked  logical  form, 
"  but  arrayed  in  the  mod  beautiful  and 
"  (hiking  colours  which  creation  affords/' 
By  thofe  affecting  illuftrations  ufed  by  Him 
"  who  knew  what  was  in  man,"  and 
therefore  bell  knew  how  to  addrefs  him, 
it  was,  that  the  unlettered  audiences  of 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  were  enabled  both 
to  comprehend  and  to  relifh  do&rines, 
which  would  not  readily  have  made  their 
way  to  their  underftajidings,  had  they  not 

firft 
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flrft  touched  their  hearts;  and  which 
would  have  found  accefe  to  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other,  had  they  been  delivered  inr 
dry  fcholaftic  difqoifitions.  Now  thofc 
audiences  not.  being  learned,  maybefup- 
pofed  to  have  been  nearly  in  the;  ftate  of 
children,  a3  to  their  receptive  faculties,  and 
to  have  required  nearly  the  fame  fort  df  in* 
ftru&ion ;  that  is,  they  were  more  capable, 
of  being  affected  with  what  was  fimple, 
and  touching,  and  lively,  than. what  was 
elaborate,  abftrufe,  and  unaffeflsng.  Hea* 
ven  and  earth  were  made  to  furnifh  their 
contributions,  when  man  was  to  be  taught 
that  fcience  which  was  to  make  him  wile 
unto  falvation.  If  that  be  the  pureft  elo- 
quence which  mod  perfuades,  and  which 
comes  home  to  the  heart  with  the  failed 
evidence  and  the  mod  irrefiflible  force, 
then  no  eloquence  is  fo  powerful  is  that  of . 
Scripture:  and  an  intelligent  Chrillian 
teacher  will  be  admonifhed  by  the  mode  of 
Scripture  itfelf,  how  to  communicate  its. 
truths  with  life  and  fpiritj    u  while  he  is 

"  mufing, 
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**  iftafing^tfcfe  firebuiils  l"  that  fire  which 
*riH  preftrvihim  from  an  inflpid  and  freez- 
ing Biode"  of  inftni&ibn.  He  will  more- 
bver,  as  was  faid  above,  altoay*  carefully 
keep  up  a  quick  fenfe  of  the  perioral  in- 
tereft  the  pupil  'has  in  every  religious  in- 
ftruftiort  tohich  is  impreffed  upon  him. 
He  will  teachr  as  Paul  prayed,  "  with  the 
••  fpirit,  and  with  the  Underftiiidingvalfo}^ 
find  In  imitating  this  great  model,  he  will 
jieceflarity  aVdld  the  bppofite  faults  of  two 
different  forts  of  inftru&ors  J  for  while 
Jbme  of  our  divines  of  the  higher  clafs 
havt  been  too  apt  to  pi-each  as  if  mankind 
bad  only  intellect,  and  the  lower  and  more 
popular  fort  as  if  they  had  only  paffions* 
.dp  y.oii  .borrow,  what  is  good  from  both, 
and  acldrefs  your  pupils  as  beings  com- 
pounded of  both  underftanding  and  af- 
feffion*  *. 

Fallcy 

•  The  zeal  and  diligence  with  which  the  Bi&op  of 
London's  weekly  lectures  have  been  attended  by  per- 
fons  of  all  ranks  and  de  fcriptionij  but  more  efpecially 

tou  1.  •  by 
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Fancy  not  that  the  Bible  rtjtpo  difficult 
and. intricate  to  be  pref««4,in  H$  qto 
naked  form,,  and  that  it  puisgfcg  aad  fee- 
wildera  the  youthful  underftapding.     la 

.  all  needful  and  indtfpen&ble  pc^ots  of 
kw»l&dge>  the  darknefe  of  Scripture, \«g£ 
great  £feriftjaa  philosopher  *  lias  QfyTeryecj, 

*?'  is  b^t  .a  partial  darkneft,  tike  that. of 

* "  Egypt,  which  benighted  Qjdyjthe  enemies 
"  of  G<jd*  \5rbile  it  left  his  children  in  $l«r 
"  day."  It  is  not  pretended  that  th[e 
^Bible  will  jfm/in  the  reader  clear  view*  qf 
God.and  of  Chrift,  of  the  fipul  and  eternity, 
but  that  it  will  give  them.     And  if  it  jie 

:  really  the  appropriate  chaxja&er  of  Serif- 


by  that  clafs  to  whom  this  little  work  is  addte/Ted, 
*  is  a  very  proniifing  drcuinftatfce  fof  the  age.  i;And 
while  one  confidert  with  plcaftlre  She  admtagBt  fle- 
culiarly  to  be  derived  by  the  young  from  (0  inteieft- 
ing  and  animated  an  expofition  of  the  Gofpel,  one  i* 
further  led  to  rejoice  at  the  countenance  given  by  fuch 
high  authority  to  the  revival  of  that  excellent,  but 
too  much  neglc&ed  pra&ice  of  lectures. 

*  Mr.  Boyle:. 

ture, 
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ture,.as  it  tells  us  itfetf  that  it  is,  "  to  en- 
"  lighten  the  eyes  of  the  blind"  and  "  to 
"-make  wife  tbeJimf>U"  then  it  is  as  well 
calculated  for  the  youthful  and  uninformed 
as  for  any  other  clafs  $  and  a$  it  was  never 
cxpe&ed  that  the  greater  part  of  Chriftiang 
fhould*  \>c  learned,  fo  is  learnings  though 
of  inexpiable  value  ip  a  teacher  of  theo* 
l°gy>  90  iffential  qualification  for  a  com? 
mon  Chriftian :  for  which  reafon  Scripture 
truths  are  expreffed  with  that  clear  and 
Ample  evidence  adapted  to  the  kind  of 
aflent  which  they  require ;  an  aflent  mate* 
rialiy  different  from  that  fott  of  demon- 
Jbation  which  a  mathematical  theorem  de* 
mands.  Hp  who  could  bring  an  unpre* 
judicei  heart  and  an  unperverted  will* 
"would  faring  to  thq  Scriptures  the  beft 
qualification  for  underftandjing  and  receiv- 
ing them.  And  though  they  contain 
things  which  the  pupil  cannot  comprehend, 
{as  what  ancient  poet,  hiftorian,  or  orator 
does  not,),  the  teacher  may  addrefs  to  him 
the  words  vtfiich  Chrift  addrefled  to  Peter, 
S2  "  What 
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Fancy  not  that  the  Bible  feitpo  $ffipalt 
and. intricate  to  be  prqf««4 /in iti  (ran 
naked,  form,,  and  that  .it  pujspfes  atyi  be- 
wilders the  youthful  underfta^cjing.     In 
.all   needful  and  indttpen&ble  pqjpts  gf 
knp^ledge»  ti)e  darknefi  of;  Scripture,  ,%§£ 
great  Qiuiftjan  philofophef  *  lias  otyjetyet), 
. «'  is  byt  .a  partial  darknefc*  like  that  of 
• "  Egypt,  which  benighted  Qplyjthe  enemies 
"  o£G<jd*  yhile  it  left  his  children  »  tfev 
"  day."     It  is  not  pretended  ,  that  tl\e 
JJible  mttjfind  in  the  reader  cljefar  view*  qf 
God.and  of  Cbrift,  of  the  ipul  and  eternity, 
but  that  it  will  give  them.     And  if  itjie 
Really  the  appropriate  chaip&er  of  Serifs 


by  that  clafs  to  whom  this  little  work  is  addce/ted, 
'  is  a  very  pfomifing  circuinftatfee  for  the  age.  ''And 
while  one  cbnfidcrs  with  pleafilnJthe  advantage*  fle- 
culiarly  to  be  derived  by  the  young  from  {aintexeft- 
ing  and  animated  an  expofition  of  the  Gofpel,  one  is 
further  led  to  rejoice  at  the  countenance  given  by  fuch 
high  authority  to  the  revival  of  that  excellent,  but 
too  much  neglected  practice  of  le&nres. 

*  Mr.  Boyle:. 

ture, 


INSTRUCTING  IN    RELIGION.      259 

tuteras  fc  tells  us  itfelf  that  it  is,  "  to  en- 
"  lighten  the  eyes  of  the  blind"  and  "  to 
".make  wife  the  Jiriple"  then  it  is  as  well 
calculated  for  the  youthful  and  uninformed 
as  for  any  qther  claft  $  and  a$  it  was  never 
cxpe&ed  that  the  greater  part  of  Chriftians 
ibpuldv  J>e  learned,  fo  is  learning,  though 
of  ineftipi^ble  value  ip  <*  teacher  of  theo. 
l°gy>  J*>  eff^ntial  qualification  for  a  com- 
mon Chnftian :  for  which  reafon  Scripture 
truths  are  expreffed  with  that  clear  and 
Ample  evidence  adapted  to  the  kind  of 
aflent  which  they  require ;  an  aflent  mater , 
.rally  different  from  that  foit  of  derapn- 
jtration  which  a  mathematical  theorem  de* 
mands.  Hg  who  could  bring  an  unpre- 
judiced' heart  and  an  unperverted  will* 
"would,  faring  .to  thq  Scriptures  the  beft 
qualification  for  underftanding  and  receiv- 
ing them.  ,  And  though  they  contain 
thingiwhicb  the  pupil  cannot  comprehend, 
{as  what  ancient  poet,  hiftorian,  or  orator 
•does  not,),  the  teacher  may  addrefs  to  him 
the  words  vtfiich  Chrift  addrefled  to  Peter, 
S2  "  What 
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44  What  I  do  thou  knowtft  not  now,  birt 
«  thou  (halt  know' hereafter;" '.  : 

:  Young  people  who  havfe  been  teught  're- 
ligion in  a  formal  and  fuperfici&l  way,  who 
have  had  all  its  drudgeries  and  xidee  of  its 
pleafures,  wiH  probably  have  acquired  ft 
little  relifli  for  it,  as  to  cOrifider  the  coin 
timied  profectitfon  of  flieir  religious  ftudies 
as  a  badge  of  their  tutelage,  as  a  mark 
that  they  are  (till  under  iubje&ion  5  and 
will  look  forward  with  impatience  to  the 
hour  of  their  emancipation  from  the  lec- 
tures on  Chriftianity,  as  the  sera  of  their 
promifed  liberty.  They  will  long  for  the 
period  when  its  leflbns  (hall  ceafe  to  be  de- 
livered; will  conclude  that,  having  once 
attained  fuch  an  age,  an4  arrived  at  the 
required  proficiency,  the  objeft'wiQ  be 
accomplished  and  the  labour  at  an  end. 
But  let  not  your  children  *  fo  learn  Chrift." 
Apprize  them  that  no  fpecsfic  day  will  ever 
arrive  on  which  they  (hall  fay,  I  have  at- 
tained ;  but  inform  them,  that  every  ac- 
quifition  muft  be  followed  up  j  knowledge 

muft 
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mud  be-  iftcreafed  ;  prejudices  fiibdued ; 
good  habits  rooted ;  evil  ones  eradicated ; 
difpofirions  ftrengthened ;  principles  con- 
finned  ;  till,  going  on  from  light  to  light,- 
and  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  they  come 
4*  to  the.meafurc  of  the  ftature  of  the  fuW 
*  ne&ofChrift," 

But  though  ferious  inftruction  will  not 
only  be  uninterefting  but  irkfome  if  con* 
▼eyed  to  youth  in  a  cold  dida&ic  way ,  yet 
if  their  affe&ions  are  fuitably  engaged, 
while  their  underftandings  are  kept  in  exer-; 
cife,  their  hearts,  fo  far  from  neceflarily- 
revolting,  as  fome  infift,  will  often  receive 
the  moft  folemn  truths  with  alacrity.  It  is, 
as  we  have  repeated,  the  -manner  which  re* 
rolts  them,  and  not  the  thing. 

As  it  is  notorious  that  men  of  wit  and 
fprightly  fancy  have  been  the  moft  formid- 
able enemies  to  Chriftianity;  while  men,  in 
whom  thofe  talents  have  been  oonfecrated 
to  God,  have  been  fome  of  her  mod  ufeftil 
champions,  take  particular  care  to  prefs 
that  ardent  and  ever-a&ive  power,  the 
S3  imagination, 
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maghtdtiin,  faito  the  fcrvice  "of  religion  J 
this  bright  and  bufy  faculty  will  l>e  lead- 
ing its.  poffcflbr  into  perpetualiperil*  tad  is 
9n  enemy  of  peculiar  potency  iaH  it.  come 
to  be  employed  in  the  caufe.of  Qpd.    Jt 
is  a  lion,  which  though  worldly  prudence 
indeed  may  chain  fo  as  to  prjevent  outward 
mifchief,  yet  th$  malignity  regains  within ; 
but  when  fan&ified  by  Chriftianity,  the 
imagination  is  a  lion  tamed;  you  have  all 
the  benefit  of  its  ftrength  and  its  a&ivity, 
diverted  of  its  mifchief.     God  never  be-, 
flowed    that   noble  but  reftlefs  faculty, 
without  intending  it  to  be  an  inftrument  of 
his  own  glory ;   though  it  has  been  too 
often  fet  up  in  rebellion  againft  him ;  be- 
caufe,  in  its  youthful  (Hiring*, while  all  alive 
and  full  of  a&on,  it  has  not  been  feized 
upon  to  'fight  for  its  rightful  Sovereign, 
but  was  early  enlifted  with  little  oppofition 
under  the  banners  of  the  World,  the  fleih, 
and  the  devil.    Religion  is  the  only  fubjett 
in  which,  under  the  guidance  of  a  fevere 
and  fober-minded  prudence,  this  difcurfive 

faculty 


INSTRUCTING  IK    RELIGION.      %€% 

faculty  can :  fefdy  ftretch  its  powers  and 
expand  its  energies.  But  let  it  be  remem« 
bered,  that  it  mud  be  a  found  ahd  genuine 
Ghriftianity  tirhicb  can  alone  tf>  ctjaftift; 
and  regulate  die  imagination,  as  to  reftrain 
it  from  thofe  errors  and  excefles  into  which . 
afalfe,  amiftaken,  an  irregular  religion, 
has  too  often  led  its  injudicious  and  ill-  * 
ioitru&ed  profeflbr.  Some  of  the  mod 
fatal  extremes  into  which  a  wild  enthufiafm 
or  a  frightful  fuperftition  has  plunged  its 
unhappy  votaries,  have  been  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  due  dlre&ion,  of  a  drift  and 
holy  caftigation  of  this  ever-working 
faculty.  To  feture  imagination  therefore 
OH  the  fafe  fide,  and,  if  I  may  change 
the  metaphor,  to  put  it  under  the  direction 
Of  its  true  pilot  in  the  flormy  voyage  of 
life,  is  like  engaging  thofe  potent  elements, 
the  wind  and  tide,  in  your  favour. 

In  your  communications  with  young 
people,  take  care  to  convince  them  that  as 
religion  is  not  a  bufinefs  to  be  laid  afide 
with  the  leflbn,  fp  neither  is  it  a  Angle 
branch  of  duty ;  fome  detached  thing,  which 
s  4  like 
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like  the  acquifition  of  an  art  or  a  language^ 
is  to  be  praftifed  feparately,  and  tp  have  itg 
diftinft  periods  and  mode*  of  operation. 
But  let  them  underftand,  that  common 
afits,  by  the  fpirit  in  vyhich  they  are  to  be 
performed,  are  to  be  made  a£h  of  reli: 
gipn  ;  that  CJhrifttanity  may  be  confiSered 
as  having  foftiething  of  that  influence  over 
the  conduit  which  external  grace  has 
ovei;  the  manners;  fpr  as  i(  \s  not  the 
performance  of  fome  particular  ad  which 
denominates  any  ope  to  be  graceful,  grace 
being  a  fpirit  diffufed  thrpugh  thf  whole; 
fyftem,  which  animates  every  fentijnent* 
and  informs  every  aftion  j  as  (he  who  has 
true  perfonal  grace  hs$  it  uniformly,  and 
is  not  fometimes  awkward  and  fometimes 
elegant ;  does  not  fometimes  lay  if,  down 
and  fometimes  take  it  up ;  fo  religion  if 
not  an  occasional  a&,  but  an  indwelling 
principle,  an  inwrought  habit,  a  pervading: 
and  informing  fpirit,  from  which  indeed 
every  ad  derives  all  it$  life,  and  ?nergyr 
and  beauty. 

Give 
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Give  them  clear  view?  of  the  brpacj 
/diTcrimi&auoa  between  pra&ical  religion 
and  worldly  morality  >  in  fliort,  between  the 
virtues  of  Chriftians  and  of  Pagans.  Sho\f 
them  that  no  good  qualities  are  genuine  but 
fuch  as  flow  from  the  religion  of  Chrift. 
Let  them  learn  that  the  virtues  which  the 
better  fort  of  people,  who  yet  are  deftitute 
of  trite  Chriftianity,  inculcate  and  pra&ife, 
refemble  thofe  virtues  which  have  the  love 
of  God  for  their  motive,  juft  as  counterfeit 
coin  refembles  fterling  gold  ;  they  may 
have,  it  is  true,  certain  points  of  refein- 
j>lance  with  the  others;  they  may  be 
bright  and  (tuning ;  they  haye  perhaps 
the  image  an4  the  fuperfcription,  but  they 
ever  want  the  true  diftinguifhing  properties; 
they  want  fterling  value,  purity,  and  weight. 
They  may  indeed  pafs  current  in  the  traffic 
of  this  world,  but  when  brought  to  the 
tbuchftone,  they  will  be  found  full  of  alloy ; 
when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the 
fan&uary,  "  they  will  be  found  wanting ;" 
they  will  not  fbmd  that  final  trial  which. 

is 
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like  the  acquifition  of  an  art  or  a  language, 
is  to  be  pra&ifed  feparately,  and  tp  have  itg 
dSftind  periods  and  modes  of  operation." 
But  let  them  underftand,  that  common 
aSEts,  by  the  fplrit  in  vyhich  they  are  to  be 
performed,  are  to  be  made  a&s  of  reli- 
gipn ;  that  Chriftianity  may  be  cohfidered 
as  having  foftiething  of  that  influence  over 
the  conduit  which  external  grace  has 
ovei;  the  manners;  fpr  as  it  ip  not  the 
performance  of  fome  particular  ad  which 
denominates,  any  ope  to  be  graceful,  grace 
being  a  fpirit  diffufed  thrpugh  thf  whole 
fyftem,  which  animates  every  fentiment, 
and  informs  every  a&ion j  as  (he  who  has 
true  perfonal  grace  hs$  if  uniformly,  and 
is  not  fometimes  awkward  and  fometimes 
elegant ;  does  not  fometimes  lay  if,  down 
and  fometimes  take  it  up ;  fo  religion  i? 
not  an  occafional  ad,  but  an  indwelling 
principle,  an  inwrought;  habit,  a  pervading 
and  informing  fpirit,  from  which  indeed 
every  ad  derives  all  its  life,  and  ?nergyr 
and  beauty. 

Give 
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Cive  them  clear  view?  of  the  broacj. 
difcrimination  between  pra&ical  religion 
and  worldly  morality  ;  in  fliort,  between  the 
virtues  of  Chriftians  and  of  Pagans.  Sho\f 
them  that  no  good  qualities  are  genuine  but 
fuch  as  flow  from  the  religion  of  Chrift. 
Let  them  learn  that  the  virtues  which  the 
better  fort  of  people,  who  yet  are  deftitute 
of  true  Chriftianity,  inculcate  and  pra&ife, 
refemble  thofe  virtues  which  have  the  love 
of  God  for  their  motive,  juft  as  counterfeit 
coin  refembles  fterling  gold  ;  they  may 
have,  it  is  true,  certain  points  of  refem- 
fclance  with  the  others;  they  may  be 
bright  and  (hining ;  they  have  perhaps 
jhe  image  an4  the  fuperfcription,  but  they 
ever  want  the  true  diftinguifhing  properties; 
they  want  fterling  value,  purity,  and  weight. 
They  may  indeed  pafs  current  in  the  traffic 
of  this  world,  but  when  brought  to  the 
touchftone,  they  will  be  found  full  of  alloy ; 
when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the 
fan&uary,  "  they  will  be  found  wanting ;" 
they  will  not  (land  that  final  trial  which. 

is 
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like  the  acquifition  of  an  art  or  a  language 
is  to  be  praftifed  feparately,  and  tp  have  itg 
diftinft  periods  and  modes  of  operation* 
But  let  them  underftand,  that  common 
a®s,  by  the  fplrit  in  vyhich  they  are  to  be 
performed,  are  to  be  made  ads  of  reli- 
gipn  ;  that  Chriftianity  may  be  cohfidered 
as  having  foftiething  of  that  influence  over 
the  conduit  which  external  grace  ha$ 
ovei;  the  manners;  fpr  as  i(  \s  not  the 
performance  of  fome  particular  aft  which 
denominate^  any  ope  to  be  graceful,  grace 
being  a  fpirit  diffufed  thrpugh  thf  whole; 
fyftem,  which  animates  every  fentiment* 
and  informs  every  aftion ;  as  (he  who  haa 
trye  perfonal  grace  ha^  it  uniformly,  and 
is  not  fometimes  awkward  and  fometimes 
elegant ;  does  not  fometimes  lay  if,  down 
and  fometimes  take  it  up ;  fo  religion  i? 
not  an  occafional  aft,  but  an  indwelling 
principle,  an  inwrought  habit,  a  pervading 
and  informing  fpirit,  from  which  indeed 
every  aft  derives  all  its  life,  and  ?nergyr 
and  beauty. 

Give 
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faculty  caiv;  fafdy  ftretch  its  powers  and.' 
expand  its  energies.    But  let  it  be  remem* 
bered,  that  it  tmift  be  a  found  ahd  geftuind 
Chriftianity  frhichr  can  alone  fb  chaftiff*. 
and  regulate  die  imagination,  a*  to  reftram 
it  from  tbofe  errors  and  exceffes  into  which, 
a  falle,  a  miftaken,  an  irregular  religion*. 
has  too  often  led  its  injudicious  and  ill-' 
inftru&ed  profeflbr.     Some  of  the  mod 
fatal  extreme^  into  which  a  wild  enthuhafm 
or  a  frightful  Tuperftition  has  plunged  its 
unhappy  votaries,  have  been  owing  to  the" 
want  of  a  due  dlre&ion,  of  a  drift:  and' 
holy    caftigation    of    this    ever- working  : 
feculty.     Tb  feture  imagination  therefore 
dfl  the  fafe  fide,  and,  if  I  may  change 
the  metaphor,  to  put  it  under  the  direction 
Of  its  true  pilot  in  the  ftormy  voyage  of 
life,  is  like  engaging  thofe  potent  elements,1 
the  wind  and  tide,  in  your  favour. 
'  In  your  communications  with  young 
people,  take  care  to  convince  them  that  as 
religion  is  not  a  bufinefs  to  b*  laid  afide 
with  the  leflbn,  fp  neither  is  it  a  Angle* 
branch  of  duty;  fome  detached  thirtg,  which 
s  4  like 
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like  the  acquifition  of  an  art  or  a  language^ 
is  to  be  praftifed  feparately,  and  tp  have  its 
diftintt  periods  and  modes  of  operation/' 
But  let  them  underftand,  that  common 
aflts,  by  the  fpirit  in  vyhich  they  are  to  be 
performed,  are  to  be  made  a&s  of  reli: 
gipn  ;  that  Chriftianity  may  be  confidered 
as  having  foftiething  of  that  influence  over 
the  conduct  which  external  grace  ha§ 
ovei;  the  manners;  fpr  as  i(  \s  not  the 
performance  of  fome  particular  ad  which 
denominate^  any  ope  tp  be  graceful,  grace 
being  a  fpirit  diffufed  thrpugh  the  whole; 
fyftem,  which  animates  every  femiment* 
and  informs  every  aftion  ;  as  (he  who  has 
true  perfonal  grace  hs$  it  uniformly,  and 
is  not  fometimes  awkward  and  fometimes 
elegant ;  does  not  fometimes  lay  if,  down 
and  fometimes  take  if,  up ;  fo  religion  if 
not  an  occafional  a&,  but  an  indwelling 
principle,  an  inwrought  habit,  a  pervading 
and  informing  fpirit,  from  which  indeed 
every  ad  derives  all  its  life,  and  ?nergyr 
and  beauty. 
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Give,  them  clear  view*  of  the  broacj. 
difcrimination  between  pra&ical  religion 
and  worldly  morality \  in  fliort,  between  thg 
virtues  of  Chriftians  and  of  Pagans.  Shotj 
them  that  no  good  qualities  are  genuine  but 
fuch  as  flow  from  the  religion  of  Chrift. 
Let  them  learn  that  the  virtues  which  the 
better  fort  of  people,  who  yet  are  deftitute 
of  true  Chriftianity,  inculcate  and  pra&ife, 
referable  thofe  virtues  which  have  the  love 
of  God  for  their  motive,  juft  as  counterfeit 
coin  refembles  fterling  gold  ;  they  may 
have,  it  is  true,  certain  points  of  refem- 
j>lance  with  the  others;  they  may  be 
bright  and  (hining ;  they  have  perhaps 
fhe  image  an4  the  fuperfcription,  but  they 
ever  want  the  true  diftinguifhing  properties; 
they  want  fterling  value,  purity,  and  Weight. 
They  may  indeed  pafs  current  in  the  traffic 
of  this  world,  but  >vheh  brought  to  the 
tbuchftone,  they  will  be  found  full  of  alloy ; 
when  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the 
fan&uary,  "  they  will  be  found  wanting ;" 
they  will  not  ftand  that  final  trial  whici 

is 
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h  to  feparate  M  the  predorra  from  the 
«*  vile  ;"  they  wilt  Hot  abide  the  day 
44  of  £/>  coming  who  is  like  a  tefiher's 
u  fire." 

One  error  into  which  even  foine  good 
people  are  apt  to  fait,  is  that  of  endeavour- 
ing to  deceive  young  minds  by  temporifing 
expedients.  In  order  to  allure  them 
to  become  religious,  they  exhibit  falfe, 
or  faint,  or  inadequate  views  of  Chrift- 
ianiiy;  and  while  they  reprefent  it  as 
it  really  is,  as  a  life  of  fuperior  happinefs 
and  advantage,  they  conceal  its  difficulties, 
and  like  the  Jefuitical  Chinefe  miffionaries, 
extenuate,  or  fink,  or  deny,  fuch  parts  of 
it  as  are  lead  alluring  to  human  pride. 
In  attempting  to  difguife  its  principle,  they 
deftroy  its  efficacy.  But  befides  that,  the 
projeft  fails  with  them  as  it  did  with  the 
Jefuits ;  all  fraud  is  bad  in  itfelf ;  and  a 
pious  fraud  is  a  contradiction  in  terms 
which  ought  to  be  buried  in  the  rubbifh  of 
papal  defolation. 

Inftead 
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Inftead  of  reprefenting  to  the  young  " 
Chriftian,  that  it  may  be  poffible  by  a 
prudent  ingenuity  at  once  to  purfue,  with  - 
equal  ardour  and  fuccefs,  worldly  fame 
and  eternal  glory,  would  it  not  be  more  * 
honed  to  tell  him  fairly  and  unambiguoufly . 
that  there  are  two  didinQ:  roads  between . 
which  there  is  a  broad  boundary  line?., 
that  there  are  two  contending  and  irrecon- 
dleable  interefts?  that   he  mud  for  fake. 
the  one  if  he  would  cleave  to  the  other  ?  - 
that  there  are  two  forts  of  characters  at . 
eternal  variance  ?  that  he  mud  renounce 
the  one  if  he  is. in  earned  for  the  other? 
that  nothing  fliort  of  abfolute  decifion  can 
make  a  confirmed  Chridian  ?    Point  out 
the  different  forts  of  promifes  annexed  to 
thefe  different  forts  of  characters.     Con- 
fefe  in  the  language  of  Chrift  how  the 
man  of  the  world  often  obtains  (and  it  is 
the  natural  courfe  of  human  things),  the 
recompence  he  feduloufly  feeks.     "  Verily 
"  J  lay  unto  you  they  have  their  reward." 

Explain 
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Explain  the  beatitudes  on  the  other  haml> 
and  unfold  what  kind  of  fpecific  reward  is 
there  individually  promifed  to  its  concomi- 
tant virtue.  Show  your  pupil  that  to  th^t 
"  poverty  of  fpirit^  to  which  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  proipifed,  it  would  be  in* 
confident  to  expert  that  the  rrcoxnpence 
pf  human  commendation  fhould  be  alfo 
attached;  that  to  that  «.c  purity  of  heart'* 
to  which  the  beatific  vifion  is  annexed,  U 
would  be  unreasonable  to  fuppofe  you  can 
unite  the  praife  of  licentious  wits,  or  the 
admiration  of  a  catch-club.  T^hefe  will  be 
bellowed  on  their  appropriate  and  cor- 
refponding  merits.  Do  not  inlift  them 
under  falfc  colours ;  difappointment  witt 
produce  defertion.  Different  forts  of 
rewards  are  attached  to  different  fitft3  of 
fervices ;  and  while  you  truly  aflert  that 
religious  ways  are  "  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 
4C  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,'5  take  care 
that  you  do  not  lead  them  to  depend  too 
cxclufively    on    worldly    happinefs.  and 

earthly 
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earthly  peace,  for  thefe  nfakd  ^10  pan 
of  the  covenant ;  they  may  b£ -fijfperadded^ 
but  they  were  never  ftiptilated  in  thfc 
comraft. 

But  if,  in  order  to  attraS  the  young  to  a 
reEgiQUS  courfe,  you  difingenuoufly  con- 
ceal  its  difficulties,  while  you  are  enlarging 
upon  its  pleafures,  you  will  tempt  them  t? 
diftruft  the  truth  of  Scripture  itfelf.  Foi: 
what  will  they  think,  not  only  of  a  few 
detached  texts,  but  of  the  general  cad  and 
colour  of  the  Gofpel  when  contracted  with 
your  representation  of  it  ?  What  notion 
wiH  they  conceive  of  "  the  ftrait  gate'* 
and  "  narrow  way  ?"  of  the  amputation  of 
a  "  right  hand  ?"  of  the  excifion  of  H 
**  right  eye :"  of  the  other  ftrong  metar 
phors  by  which  the  Chriftian  warfare 
is  (hadowed  out  ?  of"  "  crucifying  the 
"  flelh  ?"  of"  mortifying  the  old  man?" 
of  "  dying  unto  fin  i"  of  "  overcoming 
44  the  world  ?"  Do  you  not  think  their 
meek  and  companionate  Saviour  who  died 
for  your  children  loved  them  as  well  as 

you 
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you  love  them  ?  And  if  this  were  his  Ian* 
guage,  ought  it  not  to  be  ya\tm  ?/:.  It  is  the 
language  of  true  love  > .  of,  ttot  4oye  vfhh 
which  a  merciful  God  loved  the  world, 
•When  he  fpared.  not  his  own  Son.  Do 
Itot  then  try  to  conceal  from  them,  that 
the  life  df  a  Chriftian  is  necefi&rfiy  oppofite 
*p  the  life  of  the  world;  and  do  not  leek, 
by  a  vain  attempt  at  accommodation, 
to  reconcile  that  difference  whfcbChdft 
liimfelf  has  pronounced  to  be .  irrecon-  ' 
<*Ieable.- 

:.  May  it  not  be  partly  owing  to  the  want 
of  axlue  introduction-  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  real  nature  and  fpirit  of  religion;  that 
fo  many  young  Chriftiahs,  who  fet  out  in 
-a  fah:  and  fiourifliing  way,  decline  and 
Jflrither  when  they  come  to  perceive  the 
Requifitions  of  experimental  Chriftianity? 
'requifitions.  which  they  had  not  fufpefted 
of  making  any  part  of  the  plan  ;  and  from 
-which,  when  they  afterwards  difcover  them, 
.'they  fhrink  back,  as  not  prepared  for  the 

.unexpected coated.  . 

People 
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-  People  are  no  more  to  be  cheated- utf? 
religion  than  into  learning.  The  fyw 
fpu[it  \pbicfc  influences-yoiff  Q,ath  iu.^jcpvwj 
of  juftice  (bould  influence  your  difcoyrfe^a 
that  court  of  equity— your  "family.  Your 
children  fhould  be  told  the'  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
It  is  unneceffary  to  add,  that'  it  muft 
/be  done  gradually  and  difcreetly.  WA 
famr  whdfe  example  we  have  for  pott 
ponmg  that  which  the  mind  is  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  receive:   "  I  have  many  thingk 

*  yet  tp  fey  to  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear 

*  them  now."  Accuftom  them  to  reafaa 
-by  analogy.  Explain  to  them  that  great 
worldly  attainments  are  never  made  wad* 
out  great  Sacrifices;  that. the  merchant 
cannot  become  rich  without  indufiry  ; '  the 
flatcfinan  eminent  without  labour;,  the 
fchojar  learned  without  ftudy ;  the  bgt9 
.renowned  without  danger ;,  would  it  paf, 
then,  on  human  principles,  be  unreafenv 
.able  to  think  that  the  Chrtftian  alone 

fhould  obtain  a  triumph  without  a  warfare? 
15  the 
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the  higheft  prize  with  the  lowed  exertions? 
an  eternal  crown  without  a  prefent  crofe? 
and  that  heaven  is  the  only  reward  which 
the  idle  may  reckon  upon  ?    No :  though 
/alvation  "  be  the  gift  of  God/*  yet  it  muft 
be  €C  worked  out."     Convince  your  young 
friends,  however,  that  in  this  cafe  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  battle  bears  no  proportion  to 
the  prize  of  the  viftory.    In  one  relpeft^ 
indeed,  the  point  of  refembhnce  fails,  and 
that  mod  advantageoufly  for  the  Chriftiin  j 
fcr  while,   even   by  the   moft  probable 
means,  which  are  the  union  of  talents  with 
diligence,  no  human  profperity  can  be  in- 
fured  to  the  worldly  candidate ;  .while  the 
mod  fuccefsful  adventurer  may  fail  by  the 
fault  of  another ;  while  the  bed  cpncerted 
project  of  the  ftatefman  may  be  crufhed  ; 
the    braved    hero   lofe  the   battle}  the 
brightest  geniufc  fail  of  getting  bread ;  and 
while,  moreover,  the  pleafure  arifing  even 
from  fuccefs  in  thefe  may  be  no  fooner 
tafted  than  it  is  poifoned  by  a  more  pro- 

fperous 
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fperous  rival $  the  perfevering  Christian  is 
fafe  and  certain  of  obtaining  bis  obje&; 
no  misfortunes  can  defeat  bis  hope;  no 
competition  c^n  endanger  bis  fuccefe;  for 
though  another  gain,  he  will  not  lofej 
nay,  the  fuccefs  of  another,  fo  far  from  dt- 
minifhing  his  gain,  is  an  addition  to  it j  the 
more-he  diffufes*  the  richer  he  grows;  his 
bleffings  are  enlarged  by  communication  ; 
and  that  mortal  hour  which  cuts  off  for 
ever,  the  hopes  of  worldly  men,  crowns 
and  coirfammates  his. 

Beware  at  the  fame  time  of  fetting  up 
any  aft  of  felf-denial  or  mortification  as 
the  procuring  caufe  of  falvation.  This 
would  be  a  prefumptuous  projeft  to  pur* 
chafe  that  eternal  life  which  is  declared  to 
"  be  the  "  free  gift  of  God."  This  would 
be  to  fend  your  children,  not  to  the  Gofpel 
to  learn  their  Chriftianity,  but  to  the 
Monks  and  Afcetics  of  the  middle  ages ; 
it  would  be  fending  them  to  Peter  the 
Hermit,  and  the  holy  fathers  of  the  Defert, 
and  not  to  Peter  the  Apoftle  and  his 
vol.  i.  t  Divine 
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Divine  Matter-  Mortification  is  not  the 
price;  it  is  nothing  more  than  the  difc 
ciplme  of  a  foul  of  which  fin  is  the  difeafe, 
the  diet  prefcribed  by  the  great  phyfician. 
Without  this  guard  the  young  devout 
Chriftian  would  be  led  to  fancy  that 
abftinence,  pilgrimage,  and  penance  might 
be  adopted  as  the  cheap  fubftitute  for  the 
fubdued  defire,  the  refilled  temptation, 
the  conquered  corruption,  and  the  obe- 
dient will;  and  would  be  almoft  in  as 
much  danger,  on  the  one  hand,  of  felf- 
righteoufnefs  arifing  from  aufterities  and 
mortification,  as  (he  would  be,  on  the 
other,  from  felf-gratifxcation  in  the  indul- 
gences of  the  world.  And  while  you 
carefully  imprefe  on  her  •  the  neceffity  of 
living  a  life  of  drift  obedience  if  fhe  would 
pkafe  God,  do  not  negleft  to  remind  her 
alfo  that  a  complete  renunciation  of  her 
own  performances  as  a  ground  of  merit, 
purchqfing  the  favour  of  God  by  their  own 
intrijific  worth,  is  included  in  that  obedi- 
ence. 

It 
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It  w  of  the  laft  importance,  in  (lamping 
on  young  minds  a  true  impreflion  of  the 
genius  of  Chriftianity,  to  poffefs  them 
with  a  conviftion  that  it  is  the  purity  of 
die  motive  which  not  only  gives  worth  and 
beauty,'  but  which,  in  a  Chriftian  fenfe, 
gives  life  and  foul  to  the  beft  a&ion: 
nay,  that  while  a  tight  intention  will  be 
acknowledged  and  accepted  at  the  final 
judgment,  even  without  the  aft,  the '  aft 
itfelf  will  be  difowned  which  wanted  the 
bafis  of  a  pure  defign.  "Thou  didft 
a,well  that  it  was  in  thy  heart  to  build 
*c  me  a  temple,"  faid  the  Almighty  to 
that  Monarch  whom  yet  he  permitted  not 
to  build  it.  How  many  fplendid  aftions 
will  be  rejefted  in  the  great  day  of  retri- 
bution, to  which  ftatues  and  monuments 
have  been  raifed  on  earth,  while  their  almoft 
deified  authors  ftiall  be  as  much  con. 
founded  at  their  own  unexpefted  repro. 
bation,  as  at  the  divine  acceptance  of  thofe 
"  wbofe  life  the  world  counted  madnefe." 

T  2  It 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  "  Depart  from 
"  me,  I  never  knew  you,"  is  not  the  ma- 
ledi&ion  denounced  on  the  fceptic  or  the 
fcoffer,  but  on  the  high  profeflbr,  on  the 
unfruitful  worker  of  "  miracles/'  on  the 
unfanflified  utterer  of  "  prophecies  ;"  for 
even  afts  of  piety  wanting  the  purifying 
principle,   however  they  may  dazzle  men, 
offend  God.     Caiii  facrificed,  Balaam  pro- 
phefied,  Roufleau  wrote  the  moft  fublime 
panegyric  on  the  Son  of  Mary j  Voltaire 
.built  a  church!  nay,  fo  fuperior  was 
his  affe&ation  of  fan&ity,  that  he  often* 
tatioufly  declared,  that  while  others  were 
raifing  churches  to  Saints,  there  was  one 
man  at  lead  who  would  erett  his  church 
to  God  *  :    that  God  whofe  altars  he  was 
overthrowing,  whofe  name  he  was  .vilify- 
ing, whofe  gofpel  he  was  exterminating, 
and  the  very  name  of  whofe  Son  he  had 

*  Deo  erexit  Voltaire^  is  tlxe  infcription  affixed  by 
hinifelf  on  his  church  at  Fery^y. 

folemnly 
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Solemnly  pledged  himfelf  to  blot  from  the 
face  of  the  earth ! 

.    Though  it  be  impoflible  here  to  enu- 
merate all  thofe  Chriftian  virtues  which 
Jhould  be  imprefled  in  the  progrefs  of  a 
Chriftian  education,  yet  in  this  connection* 
I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  one  which 
more  immediately  grows  out  of  the  fub- 
jeft;    and  to  remark  that  the  principle 
which  ffiould  be  the  invariable  concomitant 
of  all  inftruftion,  and  efpecially  of  religious 
inftrultion,  is  humility.     As  this  temper 
is  inculcated  in  ever)'  page  of  the  Gofpel ; 
a*    it    is-deducible  from   every  precept 
and    every   aftion  of   Chrifl;    that  is  a 
fufficient  intimation  that  it  (hould  be  made 
to  grow  out  of  every  ftudy,  that  it  fhould 
be  grafted  on  every  acquifition.      It  is  the 
turning  point,  the  leading  principle  indi- 
cative  of  the  very  genius,    of   the  very 
being    of   Chriftianity.      This    chafliling 
quality    (hould    therefore    be    conflantly 
T  3  made 
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made  m  education  to  operate  at  die  only 
counteraction  of  that  "  knowledge  which 
<4  puffcth  up."  Youth  (bould  be  taught 
that  as  humility  is  the  difcriminating  cha- 
cafteriftic  of  our  religion,  therefore  a  proud 
Ghriftian,  a  haughty  difciple  of  a  crucified 
Matter,  furnifhes  perhaps  a  ftronger  oppo- 
fition  in  terms  than  the  whole  compaft  of 
language  can  exhibit.  They  fcould  be 
taught  that  humility  being  the  appropriate  - 
grace  of  Chriftianity,  is  precifely  the  thing 
which  makes  Chriftian  and  Pagan  virtues 
effentially  different.  The  virtues  of  the 
Romans,  for  inftance,  were  obvioufly 
founded  in  pride  j  as  a  proof  of  this,  .they 
had  not  even  a  word  in  their  copious  Ian* 
guage  to  exprefs  humility,  but  what  was 
ufed  in  a  bad  fenfe,  and  conveyed  the  idea 
of  meannefs  or  vilenefs,.of  bafenefs  and 
fervility.  #  Chriftianity  fo  ftands  on  its  own 
fingle  ground,  is  fo  far  from  aflimilating 
itfelf  to  the  fpirit  of  other  religions,  that, 
unlike  the  Roman  Emperor,  who  though 

he 
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he  would  hot  become  a  Chriftian,  yet  on 
dercd  that  the  image  of  Chrift  fliould  be 
Jet  up  in  the  Pantheon  with  thofe  of  the 
heathen  gods,  and  be  worfliipped  in  com- 
mon with  them;  Chriftianity  not  only 
rejeds  all  fuch  partnerships  with  other  re. 
Hgions,  but  it  pulls  down  their  images,  d6- 
feces  their  temples,  tramples  on  their  ho- 
nours, founds  its  own  exiftence  on  the 
ruins  of  fpurious  religions  and  fpuriout 
virtues,  and  will  be  every  thing  when  it 
is  admitted  to  be  any  thing. 

Will  it  be  going  too  much  out  of  the 
way  to  obferve,  that  Christian  Britain 
retaliates  upon  Pagan  Rome  ?  For  if  the 
former  ufed  humility  in  a  bad  fenfe,  has 
not  latter  learnt  to  ufe  pride  in  a  good 
one  ?  May  we  without  impertinence,  ven- 
ture to  remark,  that,  in  the  deliberations 
of  as  honourable  and  upright  political  af- 
iembltes  as  ever  adorned,  or,  under  Pro- 
vidence, upheld  a  country;  in  orations 
^hich  leave  us  nothing  to  envy  in  Attic  or 
t  4  Roman 
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Roman  eloquence  in  their  beft  days:   it 
were  to  be  wiflied  that  we  did  not  borrow 
from  Rome  an  epithet  which  fuited  the 
genius  of  her  religion,    as  much  as  it 
militates  againft  that  of  ours  ?-   The  pane- 
gyrift  of  the  battle  of  Marathon,  of  Platea, 
or  of  Zama,  might  with  propriety  fpeak  of 
a  "  proud,  day,"  or  a  "  proud  event,"  or 
a   "  proud    fuccefs."      But    fureiy    the 
Chriftian  encomiafts  of,  the  battle  of  the 
Nile  might,  from  their  abundance,  fele&  an 
epithet   better    appropriated    to    fuch    a 
yiftory — a  victory  which,  by-  preferving 
Europe,  has  perhaps  preferved  that  religion 
which  fets  its  foot  on  the  very  neck  of 
pride,  and  in  which  the  conqueror  himfelf, 
even  in  the  firft  ardors  of  triumph,  forgot 
not  to  afcribe  thevi^ory  to  Almighty 
God.     Let  us  leave  to  the  enemy  both  the 
term  and  the  thing ;  arrogant  words  being 
the  only  weapons  in  which  we  muft  ever* 
vail  to  their  decided  fupcriority.     As  we 
mud  defpair  of  the  virtory,  let  us  difdain' 
the  conteft. 

Above 


i 


OF   CHRISTIANITY.  ft8l 

Above  all  things  then  you  ihould  beware 
that  your  pupils  do  not  take  up  with 
a  vague,  general,  and  undefined  religion ; 
but  look  to  it  that  their  Chriftianity  be 
really  the  religion  of  Chrift.  Inftead  of 
flurring  over  the  doftrines  of  the  Crofs,  as 
difreputable  appendages  to  our  religion, 
which  are  to  be  difguifed  or  got  over  as 
well  as  we  can,  but  which  are  never  to  be 
dwelt  upon,  take  care  to  make  thefe  your 
grand  fundamental  articles.  Do  not  di- 
lute, or  explain  away  thefe  do&rines,  and 
by  fome  elegant  periphrafis  hint  at  a  Sa- 
viour, inftead  of  making  him  the  founda- 
tion ftone  of  your  fyftem.  Do  not  con- 
vey primary,  and  plain,  and  awful,  and  in- 
difpenfable  truths  elliptically,  I  mean  as 
fbmething  that  is  to  be  underftood  without 
being  expreffed $  nor  fludy  fafhionable 
circumlocutions  to  avoid  names  and  things 
on  which  our  falvation  hangs,  in  order  to 
prevent  your  difcourfe  from  being  offen- 
five.  Perfons  who  are  thus  inftrudted 
in  religion  with- more  good-breeding  than 

ferioufnefs 
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ferioufnefs  and  fimplicity,  imbibe  a  diftafte 
for  plain  fcriptural  language ;  and  the 
Scriptures  themfelves  are  fo  little  in  ufe 
with  a  certain  fafhionable  clafs  of  readers, 
that  when  the  do&rines  and  language  of 
the  Bible  occafionally  occur  in  other  au- 
thors, or  in  converfation,  they  prcfent  a 
fort  of  novelty  and  peculiarity  which  of- 
fend ;  and  fuch  readers  as  difufe  the  Bible 
are  apt,  from  a  fuppofed  delicacy  of  tafte* 
to  call  that  precife  and  puritanical  which 
is  in  fa  51  found  and  fcriptural.  Nay,  it  has 
feveral  times  happened  to  the  author  to 
hear  perfons  of  fenfe  and  learning  ridicule 
mfulated  fentiments  and  expreffions  that 
have  fallen  in  their  way,  which  they  would 
have  treated  with  decent  refpeft  had  they 
known  them  to  be,  as  they  really  were, 
texts  of  Scripture.  This  obfervation  is 
hazarded  with  a  view  to  enforce  the  im- 
portance of  early  communicating  religious 
knowledge,  and  of  infufing  an  early  tafte 
for  the  venerable  phrafeology  of  Scrip- 
ture. 

The 
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The  perfons  in  question  thus  poffeffing 
a  kind  of  Pagan  Chriftianity,  are  apt  to 
acquire  a  fort  of  Pagan  expreftion  alfo, 
which  jufl  enables  them  to  (peak  with  com* 
placency  of  the  "  Ddty,"  of  a  "  firll 
"  caufe,"  and  of  "  confcience."  Nay, 
fome  may  even  go  fo.far  as  to  talk  of 
"  the  Founder  of  our  religion/'  of  the 
"  Author  of  Chriftianity,"  in  the  fame 
general  terms,  as  they  would  talk  of  the 
prophet  of  Arabia,  or  the  lawgiver  of 
China,  of  Athens,  or  of  the  Jews.  But 
their  refined  ear$  revolt  not  a  little  at 
the  unadorned  name  of  Chrift  ;  and 
even  the  naked  and  unqualified  term 
of  our  Saviour,  or  Redeemer,  carries 
with  it  a  queerifh,  inelegant,  not  to  fay 
a  fufpicious  found.  They  will  exprefs 
a  ferious  difapprobation  of  what  is  wrong,  * 
under  the  moral  term  of  vice,  or  thp  foren- 
(ic  term  of  crime;  but  they  are  apt  to 
think  that  the  Scripture  term  of  Jin  has 
fomething  fanatical  in  it ;  and,  while  they 

difcover 
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difcover  a  great  refpett  for  morality,  they 
do  not  much  relifh  holinefs,  which  is  in- 
deed the  fpecific  and  only  morality  of  a 
Chriftian.  They  will  fpeak  readily  of  a 
man's  reforming,  or  leaving  off  a  vicious 
habit,  or  growing  more  correct  in  fome 
individual  practice ;  but  the  idea  conveyed 
under  any  of  the  Scripture  phrafes  Signi- 
fying a  total  change  of  heart,  they  would 
ftigmatize  as  the  very  (hibboleth  of  a  fe&, 
though  it  is  the  language  of  a  Liturgy  they 
affett  to  admire,  and  of  a  Gofpel  which 
they  profefs  to  receive. 


C   *85    ] 


CHAP/   XII. 

Hints  fuggefted  for  furntfbing  young  ferfom 
with  a  fcheme  of  fray er. . 

1  hose  who  are  aware  of  the  ineftimable 

value  of  prayer  themfelves,  will  naturally 

be  anxious  not  only  that  this  duty  fhould 

be  earneftly  inculcated  on  their  children, 

but   that    they  fhould    be  taught   it  in 

the  bed  .manner ;  and  fuch  parents  need 

little  perfuafion  or  counfel  on  the  fubjeft. 

Yet  children  of  decent  and  orderly  (I  will 

not  (ay  of  ftriftly  religious)  families  are 

often    fo  fuperficially  inftru&ed    in   this 

important  bufmefs,  that  it  is  not  unufual, 

when  they  are  afked'  what  prayers  they 

•  ufe,  to  anfwer,  "  the  Lord's  Prayer  and 

"  the  Creed"     And  even  fome  who  are 

better  taught,  are  not  always  made  to 

underftand  with   fuf&cient    clearnefs  the 

fpecific 
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fpecific  diftin&ion  between  the  two';  that 
the  one  is  the  confeffion  of  their  faith, 
and  the  other  the  model  for  their  /ap- 
plications. By  this  confuted  and  indiftinft 
beginning,  they  fet  out  with  a  perplexity 
in  their  ideas,  which  is  not  always 
completely  difentangled  in  more  advanced 
life. 

An  intelligent  mother  will  feifie  the  firft 
occafion  which  the  child's  opening  under- 
flanding  {hall  allow,  for  making  a  little 
courfe  of  le&ures  on  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
taking  every  divifion  or  fhort  fentence 
feparately ;  for  each  furnifiiea  valuable  ma- 
terials for  a  diftinft  lefture.  The  child 
ihoulJ  be  led  gradually  through  every  part 
of  this  divine  compofition ;  fhe  fhould 
be  taught  to  break  it  into  all  the  regular 
divifions,  into  which  indeed  it  fo  naturally 
refolves  itfelf.  She  fhould  be  made  to 
comprehend  one  by  one  each  of  its  fliort 
but  weighty  fentences ;  to  amplify  and 
fpread  them  out  for  the  purpofe  of  better 
underftaading  tbem,    not  in  their   moft 

extenfive 


A   SCHEME    OF    PRAYER.  287 

cxtenfive  and  critical  fenfe,  but  in  their 
moft  fimple  and  obvious  meaning.  For 
in  thofe  con  den  fed  and  fubftantial  expref- 
fions,  every  word  is  an  ingot,  and  will  bear 
beating  out ;  fo  that  the  teacher's  difficulty 
will  not  fo  much  be  what  (he  (hall  fay  as 
what  (he  (hall  fupprefs;  fo  abundant  is 
the  expofitory  matter  which  this  fuccindk 
pattern  fuggefts. 

When  the  child  has  a  pretty  good  con- 
ception of  the  meaning  of  each  divifion, 
(he  (bould  then  be  made  to  obferve  the 
connection,  relation,  and  dependance  of 
the  fevferal  parts  of  this  prayer  one  upon 
another;    for  there  is  great  method  and 
conneftion    in    it.     We  pray   that    the 
"  kingdom  of  God  may  come,"  as  the  bell; 
means  to  "  hallow  his  name;''  and  that  by 
us,  the  obedient  fubje&s  of  his  kingdom, 
"  his  will  may  be  done."     A  judicious  in- 
terpreter will  obferve  how  logically  and 
confequently  one  claufe  grows  out  of  an- 
other, though  fhe  will  ufe  neither  the  word 
logical  nor  conference j  for  all  explana- 
4  tions 
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tions  (hould  be  made  in  the  moft  plain  and 
familiar  terms,  it  being  words,  and  not 
things,  which  commonly  perplex  children, 
if,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  the  teacher, 
though  not  wanting  fenfe,  want  pcrfpicuity 
and  fimplicity. 

The  young  perfon,  from  being  made 
a  complete  miftrefs  of  this  fhort  compo- 
fition,  (which  as  it  is  to  be  her  guide  and 
model  through  life,  too  much  pains  cannot 
be  beftowed  on  it,)  will  have  a  clearer 
conception,  not  only  of  its  individual  con- 
tents', but  of  prayer  in  general,  than  many 
ever  attain,  though  their  memory  has  been 
perhaps  loaded  with  long  and  unexplained 
forms,  which  they  have  been  accuflomed  to 
fwallow  in  the  lump  without  fcrutiny,  and 
without  di  (crimination.  Prayer  (hould  not 
be  fo  fwallowed.  It  is  a  regular-  prefcrip- 
tion,  which  (hould  (land  analyfis  and  exa- 
mination :  it  is  not  a  charm,  the  fuccefsful 
operation  of  which  depends  on  ydur  blindly 
taking  it,  without  knowing  what  is  in  it, 
and  in  which  the  good  you  receive  is  pro- 
moted by  your  ignorance  of  its  contents. 

I  would 
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.  fr  would  have  k  underftood  that  by  thefe 
little  comments,  I  do  not  mean  that  the 
child  Jhonld  be  put  to  learn  dry,  and  to  her 
unintelligible  expositions;  but  that  the 
expedition  is  to  be  colloquial.  And  here 
Imnft  remark  in  general,  that  the  teacher 
h  fcmcrime*  unreafonably  apt  to  rcliere 
herfelf  at  the  child's  expence,  by  loading 
the  m*m$ry  of  a  little  creature  on  occau* 
fions  in  which  far  other  lenities  fhauld 
beputinexercife.  The  child  herfdf  fliould 
be  node  to  fiirnxQi  a  good  part  of  this  ex* 
temporaneons  commentary  by  her  anfwers  \ 
in  which  anfwers  fhe  will  be.  much  aflifted 
by  the  judgment  the  teacher  ufes  in  her 
manner  of  questioning.  And  the  youth* 
fill  uAderftandmg,  what  its  powers  are 
properly  fet  at  work,  will  foon  ftrengthen 
by  excrcife,  fo  as  to  furniih  reafpnable  if 
wot  very  correft  anfwtrs. 

Written  forms  of  prayer  are  not  only 
U&ful  and  proper,  but  indifpenfabiy  »e- 
cefiary  to  begin  with*  But  J  will  hazard 
the  remark,  that  if  children  are  thrown 
mhfjwdy  on  the  belt  forms,  if  they  axe 

vou  1.  u  made 
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made  to  commit  them  to  memory  like7  a 
copy  of  verfes,  and  to  repeat  them  in  a  dry,* 
cuftomary  way,  they  will  produce  little;  effe£k 
on  their  minds.   They  will  not  underftand 
what  they  repeat,  if  We  do  not  early  open  to 
them  the  important/2A«w*  of  prayer,  With- 
out fuch  an  elementary  introdu&ion  to  thif 
doty,  they  will  afterwards  be  either  igno* 
rant  or  enthufiafts,  or  both.    We  ihould 
give  them  knowledge  before  we  can  expert 
them  to  make  much  progrefc  in  piety,  and 
as*  a  due  preparative  to  it :  Chriftian  in* 
ftru&ion  in  this  refembling  the  fun,  who, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  communications,  give*' 
ligfit  before  he  gives  heat.    And  to  labour 
to  excite  a  fpirit  of  devotion  without  firft 
infufmg  that  knowledge  out  of  which  it  is 
ta  grow,  is  praftically  reviving  the  popifh  " 
maxim,  that  Ignorance  is  the  mother  of  : 
Devotion,  and  virtually  adopting  the  popifh 
rule,  of  praying  in  an  unknown  tongue. 

Children,  let  me  again  obferve,  will  not 
attend  to  their  prayers  if  they  do  not 
underftand  them ;  and  they  will  not  un* 
derftand  them,  if  they  are  not  taught  to 

analyfe, 
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analyfe*  to  difled  them,  to  know  their 
component  parti,  and  to  methodife  th&m. 

It  is  not  enough  to  teach  them,  to  con* 
fidcr  prayer  under  the  general  idea  that  it 
is  an  application  to  God.  for  what  they 
want,  and  an  acknowledgment  to  Him  for 
what  they  hare*  This,  though  true  in  the 
grofi,  is  not  fdfficiently  precife  and  correct* 
They  ihould  learn  to  define  and  to  arrange 
all  the  different  parts  of  prayer.  And  as 
a  preparative  to  prayer  itfelf,  they  fhould 
be  impreffed  with  3s  clear  an  idea  as  their 
capacity  and  the  nature  of  the  fubje&  ad* 
mit,  of  w  Him  with  whom  they  have  to 
"  do."  His  omniprefence  is  perhaps,  of 
ail  his  attributes,  that  of  which  we  may 
make  the  firft  pra&ical  ufe.  Every  head 
of  prayer  is  founded  on  fome  great  fcrip- 
ttiral  truths,  which  truths  the  little  analyfis 
here  fuggefted  will  materially  affift  to  fix  in 
their  minds* 

On   the  knowledge   that  "God  is/9 

that  he  is  an  infinitely  holy  Being,  and 

that  "he  is  the  rewarder  of  all  them  that 

"  diligently  feek  him,"  will  be  grounded 

v  2  the 
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Ac  firft  part  of  prayer,  which  is  adcratioti* 
The  creature  devoting  itfelf  to  the  Creator , 
txfelfiebdicatien,  neat  prefems  kfelf.  And 
if  they  are  firft  taught  that  important  truth* 
that  as  needy  creatures  they  want  helpj 
which  may  be  done  by  fame  e*fy  analogy, 
they  toil  eafily  be  led  to  underfhmd  haw 
naturally  petition  forms  a  moft  coniiderablp 
branch  of  prayer :  and  divine  grace  being 
among  the  things  for  winch  they  are  to 
petition*  this  naturally  fuggefts  to  the  min& 
the  doctrine  of  the  influences  of  the  Holy, 
Spirit.  And  when  to  this  is  added  the 
convi&ion,  which  will  be  readily  worked 
t  into  an  ingenuous  mind,  that  as  offending 
creatures  they  want  pardon,  the  neceffity 
of  confejfton  will  eafily  be  made  intelligible 
to  theth.  But  they  ftould  be  brought 
to  underftand  that  it  muft  not  be.fuch  a 
general  and  vague  confe/fion  as  awakens 
ilo  fenfe  of  perfonal  humiliation,  as  excites' 
no  recollection  of  their  own  more  peculiar 
and  individual  faults*  But  it  muft  be 
a  confeffion  founded  on  felf-knowledgey 
which  is  itfelf  to  arifeout  of  the  practice 
of  fetf-examiflatkm  i  ibr  want  of  this  fort 
9  of 
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ttf  ctfcnminating  habit,  a  well-meaning  but 

iU-inftnuftcd  girl  may  catch  herfelf  con* 

Jeffing  the  fins  of  fome  other  perfoa,  and 

emitting  thofe.  which  are  more  elpecialiy 

bar  own>      On   the    gladnefs  of  heart 

natural  to  youths  it  will  be  left  difficult 

to  itnpnfs  the  delightful  duty  of  thmtkfr 

tkittgy   which   forms  fo  confiderabk   4 

branch  of  prayer.     In  this  they  fliouW 

be  habituated  to  recapitulate  not  only  their 

general,  but  to  enumerate  their  peculiar* 

daily,  and  incidental  mercies, -in  the  fame 

ipecific  manner  as  they  fhould  have  been 

taught  to  detail  their  wants  in  the  petitions 

ary,    and  their  faults  in  the  confeffional 

part.  '  The  fame  warmth  of  feeling  which 

will  more  readily  difpofe  them  to  exprefs 

their  gratitude  to  God  in  thankfgiving, 

\rill  alfo  lead  them  more  gladly  to  exprefs 

the$r  love  to  their  parents  and  friends,  by 

adopting  another  indifpenfable,  and.  to  an 

affectionate  heart,  pleafing  part  of  prayer, 

which  is  inter cejfion. 

When  they  have  been  made,  by  a  plain 

end  perfpicuous  mode  of  initai&on,  folly 

v  3    .  to 
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to  understand  the  different  nature  of  idl 
thefe  j.  and  when  they  clearly  comprehend 
that  adoration^  fetf-dedkation^  ianftffun* 
fetttiotiy  thank/giving,  and  interceffuoij  are 
diftinft  heads,  which  muft  not  be  involved 
in  each  other,  you  may  exemplify  the  rules 
by  pointing-  out  to  them  thefe  fucceffive 
branches  in  any  well  written  form.  And 
they  will  eafily  difcern,  that  aferipdon  of 
glory  to  that  God  to  whom  we  owe  fo 
much,  and  on  whom  we  fo  entirely  de- 
pend, is  the  conclufion  into  which  a 
Chriftian's  prayer  will  naturally  refolve  it- 
felf.  It  is  hardly  needful  to  remind  the 
teacher  that  our  truly  Scriptural  Liturgy 
invariably  furnifties  the  example  of  prefent- 
ing  every  requeft  ip  the  namp  of  the  great 
Mediator.  In  the  Liturgy  too  they  will 
meet  with  the  bed  exemplifications  of 
prayers,  exhibiting  feparate  fpecimens  of 
each  of  the  diftincl  heads  we  have  been 
fuggefting. 

But  in  order  that  the  minds  of  young 
perfons  may,  without  labour  or  difficulty, 

be 
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-te  gradually  brought  into  fuch  a  ftate  of 
preparation  as  to  be  benefited  by  fuch  « 
Jitde  courfe  of  leftm-es  as  we  have  re- 
commended; they  (hould,  from  the  time 
when  they  were  firft  able  to  read,  have 
been  employing  themfeives  at  their 
Jafore  hours,  in  laying  in  a  ftore  of 
$nmfion  for  their  pre fent  demands.  And 
Jiere  the  memory  may  be  employed -to 
good  purpofe ;  for  being  the  firft  faculty 
which  is  ripened,  and  which  is  indeed 
perfe&ed  when  the  others  are  only  begin- 
ning to  unfold  themfeives,  this  is  an 
intimation  of  Providence  that  it  {hould  be 
the  firft  feizedon  for  the  beft  ufes.  It 
■Jhould  therefore  be  devoted,  to  lay  in  a 
ftock  of  the  more  eafy  and  devotional  parts 
of  Scripture.  The  Pfalms  alone  are  an 
toexhauftible  ftore-houfe  of  rich  materials  *. 

Children 

•  This  wilt  be  fo  far  from  fpoiling  the  cheer- 
fulnefs,  or  impeding  the  pleafures  of  childhood, 
that  the  author  knows  a  little  girl  who,  before 
fhe  was  feven  years  old,  had  learnt  the  whole  Pfalter 
through  a  fecond  time;  and  that  without  any 
u  4  dimi- 


2$6  A  SCHEME  O*   MAYER. 

Children  whole  minds  hare  torn  early 

well  furnifoed  from  tfcefe,  will  be  cook 

petent  it  nine  or  ten  years  old  to  produce 

from  them,  and  to  felett  with  no  coa- 

temptible  judgment  fuitabk  esamples  of 

*U  the  parts  of  prayer ;  and  wUl  be  able 

to  extraft  and  appropriate  texts  ujfcdcr  each 

rclpe&ive  head*  h  as  to  exhibit*  without 

help,  complete  fpecimens  of  every  part 

of  prayer*    By  confining  them  entirely  to 

the  fenfe*  and  nearly  to  the  words  of 

Scripture,   they  will  be   preferred  from 

enthufiafio,  from  irregularity,  and  conceit, 

By  being  obliged  continually  to  apply  for 

themfelves,  they  will  get  a  habit  m  all 

their  difficulties  of  "  fearching  the  Scrip* 

"  tures,"  which  may  be  ufeful  to  them  OQ 

future  and  more  trying  occafions.    But  I 

would  at  firft  confute  them  tothejfcble; 

for  were  they  allowed  with  equal  freedom 


diminution  of  uncommon  gaiety  of  fpirits,  or  any 
interference  with  the  elegant  acquirements  fuited  to 
her  ftation. 

to 
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to  rafi&cfc  Other  bookt  with  a  view  to 

get  helps  to  embellifh  their  little  com- 

pofirions,   or  rather  compilations,    they 

might  be  tempted  to  pa&  off  for  their  owp. 

what  they  pick  up  from  others,  which 

might  lend  at  once  to  make  them  both 

vain,  and  deceitful*    This  is  a  temptation  to 

which  they  are  too  much  laid  open  wbett 

sbeygereKtravagamly  commended  for  any 

pilfered  paffage  with  which  they  decorate 

their  little  themes  and  letters*    But  in  the 

prefent  inftance  there  is  no  danger  of  any 

fimihr  deception,  for  there  is  fuch  a  facred 

fignature    damped    on    every    Scripture 

phrafe,  that  the  owner's  name  can  never 

be  defaced  or  torn  off  from  the  goods, 

either  by  fraud  or  violence. 

It  would  be  well,  if  in  thofe  Pfalmfc 
which  chidren  were  firft  dire&ed  to  get 
by  heart,  an  eye  "were  had  to  this  their 
future  application;  and  that  they  were 
employed,  but  without  any  intimation  of 
your  fubfequent  defign,  in  learning  fuch 
as  may  be  beft  turned  to  this  account. 

In 
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In  the  hundred  and  thirty-ninth,  the  firft 
great  truth  to  be  imprinted  cm  the  young 
heart,  the  divine  omniprefence,  at  was  be- 
fore obferved,  is  unfolded  with  fuch  a  mix- 
ture of  majeftic  grandeur,  and  fuch  an  in- 
terefting  variety  of  intimate  and  load  cir- 
cumftances,  as  is  likely  to  fdze  on  the 
quick  and  lively  feelings  of  youth.  The 
awful  idea  that  that  Being  whom'  (he 
is  taught  to  reverence,  is  not  only  in 
general  «  acquainted  with  all  her  ways/* 
but  that  "  he  is  about  her  path,  and  about 
k"  her  bed,"  beftows  fuch  a  fenfe  of  real 
and  prefent  exiftence  on  him  of  whom  fee 
is  apt  to  conceive  as  having  his  diftant 
habitation  only  in  Heaven,  as  will  greatly 
help  her  to  realize  the  fenfe  pf  frig  aftual 
prefence. 

The  hundred  and  third  Pfajm  will  open 
to  the  mind  rich  and  abundant  fources  of 
expreffion  for  gratitude  and  thankfgiving, 
and  it  includes  fpiritual  as  well  as  temporal 
favours.    It  illuftrates  the  companionate 

mercies 
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mercies  of  God  by  familiar  and  domeftfc 
images,  of  fuch  peculiar  tendernefe  and 
cxquifite  endearment,  as  are  calculated  to 
ftrike  upon  every  chord  of  filial  fondnefe 
in  the  heart  of  an  affeftionate  child*  The 
fifty-firft  fupplies  an  infinite  yariety  of 
matter  in  whatever  relates  to  confeffion  of 
£n,  or  to  fupplication  for  the  aids  of  the 
Spirit.  The  twenty-third  abounds  with 
captivating  expreffions  of  the  prote&iqg 
goodnefs  and  tender  love  of  their  heavenly 
Father,  conveyed  by  paftoral  imagery  q{ 
uncommon  beauty  and  fweetnefs :  in  fliort, 
die  greater  part  of  thefe  charming  compo- 
fitions  overflows  with  materials  for  every 
head  of  prayer. 

The  child  who,  while  flie  was  engaged 
in  learning  thefe  Scriptures,  was  not  aware 
that  there  was  any  fpecific  objeft  in  view, 
or  any  farther  end  to  be  anfwered  by  it, 
will  afterwards  fed  an  unexpected  pleafure 
arifing  from  the  application  of  her  petty 
labours,  when  flie  is  called  to  draw  out 
from  her  little  treafury  of  knowledge  the 

ftores 
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ftores  (he  has  been  iofenfibly  collectings 
and  will  be  pleafed  to  find  that  without 
any  frefli  applicatkn  to  ftudy,  for  (he  is 
now  obliged  to  taerdfe  a  higher  faculty 
than  memory,  (he  has  lying  ready  in  her 
mind  the  materials  with  which  (he  is  at 
length  called  upon  to  work.  Her  judg- 
ment mud  be  fet  about  fclefting  one 
or  two,  or  more  texts  which  (hall  con- 
tain the  fubftance  of  every  fpecific  head 
of  prayer  before  noticed;  and  it  will 
be  a  farther  exercife  to  her  understand- 
ing to  concatenate  the  detached  parts 
into  one  regular  whole,  occasionally  vary- 
ing the  arrangement  as  (ha  likes;  that 
is,  changing  the  order,  fometimes  begin* 
ning  with  invocation,  fometimes  with  con- 
feffion;  fometimes  dwelling  longer  on 
one  parr,  fometimes  on  another.  As  tl^p 
hardfhips  of  a  religious  Sunday  are  often 
fo  pathetically  pleaded,  as  making  one 
of  the  heavy  burdens  of  religion ;  and 
as  the  friends  of  religion  are  fo  often 

caited 
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tailed  upon  to  mitigate  its  intolerable  ri- 
gours, might  not  fuch  an  exercife  as  has 
been  here  fuggefted  help,  by  varying  its 
occop&tions,  to  lighten  its  load  ? 

The  habits  of  the  pupil  being  thus 
early  formed,  her  memory,  .attention,  and 
intellect  being  bent  in  a  right  dire&ion* 
and  the  exercife  invariably  maintained, 
may  one  not  reafonably  hope  that  her. 
affeSions  alfo,  through  divine  grace,  may 
become  interested  in  the  work,  till  fhej 
will  be  enabled  "  to  pray  with  the  fpirit 
u  and  with  the  underftanding  alfo?" 
She  will  now  be  qualified  to  ufe  a  well- 
compofed  form  with  ferioufnefs  and  ad-r 
vantage ;  for  (he  will  now  ufe  it  not 
mechanically,  but  rationally*  That  which 
before  appeared  to  her  a  mere  mafs  of 
good  words,  will  now  appear  a  fignificant 
compofition,  exhibiting  variety,  and  regu- 
larity, and  beauty;  and  while  (he  will 
have  the  farther  advantage  of  being  en- 
abled by  her  improved  judgment  to  diftin- 

guifh 
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guifh  and  fele&  for  her  own  purpofe  fach 
prayers  as  are  more  judicious  and  more 
fcriptural,  it  will  alfo  habituate  her  to  look 
for  plan,  and  defign,  and  lucid  order,  in 
other  works. 
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char  xin. 


The  practical  ufe  rf  female  kn&wkdgey  with 
a  Jketcb  of  the  female  tkaratter^  and  a 
comparative  view  oftheJfKes* 

The  cl>ief  end  to  tie  propofed  in  culti- 
vating the  underftandings  of  women,  is 
to  qualify  them  for  the  pra&ical  purpofes 
of  life..  ■  Their,  knowledge  is  not  often 
like  the  learning  of  men,  to  be  reproduced 
in  fome  literary  compofition,  nor  ever 
in  any  learned  profeffion;  but  it  is  to 
come  out  irx  cojidutt.  A  lady  ftudies, 
90t  thatibe  may  qualify  herfelf  to  become 
VM-.  ii.  b  an 
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an  orator  or  a  pleader ;  not  that  (he  may 
learn  to  debate-,  but  to  &&.  She  is  to 
read  the  bed  books,  not  fo  much  to  enable 
her  to  talk  of  them,  as  to  bring  the 
improvement  which  they  furnifh,  to  the 
rectification  of  her  principles,  and  the 
formation  of  her  habits.  The  great  ufes 
of  ftudy  are  to  enable  her  to  regulate  her 
own  mind,  and  to  be  ufeful  to  others. 

To  woman,  therefore,  whatever  be  her 
rank,  I  would  recommend  a  predominance 
of  thofe  more  fober  ftudies,  which,  not 
having  dkplay  for  their  objeft*  may  make 
her  wife  without  vanity,  happy  without 
witneffes,  and  content  without .  panegy* 
rifts ;  the  exercife  of  which  will  not  bring 
celebrity,  but  improve  ufefulnefs.  She 
fhould  purine  every  kind  of  ftudy  which 
wffl  teach  her  to  elicit  truth  ;  which  w£B 
lead  her  to  be  intent  upon  realities ;  wffl 
give  precifion  to  her  ideas ;  will  make  an 
exaft  mind ;  every  ftudy  which,  inftefcd  of 
ftimulating  her  fenfibility ,  will  chaftife  it; 
which  will  give  her  definite JkftkttK  j  witt 

bring 
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bring  the  imagination  under  dominion; 
-will  lead  her  to  think,  to  compare,  to 
combine,  to  methpdife;  which  will  confer 
fuch  a  power  of  difcriminatkm,  that  her 
judgment  (haU  learn  to  rejed  what  is 
dazzling,  if  it  be  not  folid ;  and  to  prefer, 
not  what  is  ftriking,  or  bright,  or  new, 
hot  what  is  juft.  That  kind  of  know- 
ledge  which  is  rather  fitted  for  home 
confomptbo  than  foreign  exportation,  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  women. 

It  is  becaufe  the  fuperficial  nature  of 
their  education  furnifhes  them  with  a  fake 
and  low  ftandard  of  iittelle&uaJ  excellence, 
thai  women  have  fometimes  become  ridi* 
onlous  by  the  unfounded  pretentions  of 
literary  vanity :   for  it  is  not  the  really 
learned,  but   the  fmatterers,   who  have 
generally  brought  their  fox  into  difcredk, 
by  an  abfurd  affe&ation,  which  has  fet 
them  on  defpifmg  the  duties  of  ordinary 
life.    There  have  not  indeed  been  wanting 
(but  the  character  is  not  now  common) 
txuteufei  tldkttes,  who,  affuming  a  fupe- 
b  2  riority 
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riority  to  the  fober  cares  which  ought  to* 
occupy-  their  fex;  have  claimed  -4  lofty  and 
fupercilious  exemption  from  the  dull  and 
plodding  drudgeries 

Of  this  dim  {peck  called  earth  ! 

who  have  afFe&ed  to  eftabHfli  an:  unnatural 
fepararioji  between  .talents  and  ufefuinefs, 
inftead  of  bearing  in  mind  that  talents  are 
the  great  appointed  inftruments  of  ufeful- 
nefs ;  who  have  acted  as  if  knowledge  were 
to  confer  on  woman  a  kind  of  fantaftic 
fovereignty,  which  fhould  exonerate  her 
from  female  duties;  whereas  it  is  only 
meant  the  more  eminently  to  qualify  her 
for  the  performance  of  them.  For  a 
woman  of  real  fenfe  will  never  forget, 
that  While  the  greater  part  of  her  proper 
duties  are  fuch  as  the  moft  moderately 
gifted  may  fulfil  with  credit,  (fince  Provi- 
dence never  makes  that  to  be  very  diffi- 
cult, which  is  generally  neceffary,)  yet  the 
moft  highly  endowed  are  equally  bound 
to  fulfil  them  j  and  the  humbleft  of  thefe 

offices, 
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offices,  performed  on  Chriftian  principles, 
are  wholefome  for  the  minds-  even  of  the 
mod  enlightened,  and  tend  to  the  carting 
down  of  thofe  high  imaginations'  which 
women  of  genius  are  too  much  tempted  to 
indulge. 

For  inftance ;  ladies  whofe  natural 
vanity  has  been  aggravated  by  a  falfe 
education,  may  look  down  on  economy 
as  a  vulgar  attainment,  unworthy  of  the 
attention  of  an  highly  cultivated  intellect  j 
but  this  is  the  falfe  eflimate  of  a  {hallow 
mind.  (Economy,  fuch  as  a  woman 
of  fortune  is  called  on  to  pra&ife,  is  not 
merely  the  petty  detail  of  linall  daily 
expences,  the  fhabby  curtailments  and 
Hinted  parfimony  of  a  little  mind,  operat- 
ing on  little  concerns ;  but  it  is  the  exer- 
pfe  of  a  found  judgment  exerted  in 
the  comprehenfive  outline  of.  order,  of 
arrangement,  of  diftribution ;  of  regula- 
tions by  which  alone  well-governed  fo- 
cieties,  great  and  fmall,  fubfift.  She  who 
has  the  bed  regulated  mind  will,  other 
b  3  things 
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things  being  equal,  have  the  baft  regit* 
lated  family.  As  in  the  fuperintendence 
of  the  univerfe,  toifdoAt  is  feeh  in  its 
$e£U ;  and  as  in  the  vifible  works  of 
Providence  that  which  goes  on  with  fuch 
beautiful  regularity  is  the  refult  Hot 
of  chance  but  of  defign  $  fo  that  manage- 
ment which  feems  the  mod  eafy  is  com- 
monly  the  confequence  of  the  belt  con* 
ctrted  plan :  a  well-concerted  plan  is 
feldom  the  offspring  of  an  ordinary  mind. 
A  found  oeconomy  is  a  found  under- 
(landing  brought  into  aftionj  it  is  cat 
culation  realized  ;  it  is  the  do&rine  'of 
proportion  reduced  to  praftice  ;  it  is  fore* 
feeing  confequences,  and  guarding  againft 
them  y  it  is  expe&ing  contingencies  and 
being  prepared  for  them.  The  differ- 
ence is,  that .  to  a  narrow-minded  vulgar 
ctconomifl  the  details  are  continually 
prefenl:  j  fhe  is  overwhelmed  by  their 
weight,  and  is  perpetually  befpeaking 
your  pity  for  her  labours  and  your  praife 
for  her  (exertions;  ihe  is  afraid  you  will 

not 
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not  fee  how  much  (he  is  Jiarjdfed.  tittle 
eveats  and  trivial  operations  eogrofs  her 
whole  foul j  while  a  woman  of  fenfe,  hav4 
lag  provided  for  their  probable  recurrence, 
guards  againft  the  inconveniencies,  with- 
out being  difconcerted  by  the  cafual  ob- 
ilrudions  which  they  offer  to  her  general 
icheme.  Subordinate  expences  and  io< 
confiderable  retrenchments  flxould  not 
fwallow  up  that  attention  which  is  better 
bellowed  on  regulating  the  general  fcale 
of  expence,  and  corre&ingand  reducing 
an  overgrown  eftabliihmeat. 

Superior  talents,  however,  are  not  fo 
common,  as,  by  their  frequency,  to  offer 
much  difturbance  to  the  general  cpur/e  of 
human  affairs;  and  many  a  lady,  who 
tacitly  accufes  herfelf  of  negle&ng  her 
ordinary  duties  becaufe  ihe  is  a  genius,  wiH 
perhaps  be  found  often  to  accufe  herfelf  as 
unjuftly  as  good  St.  Jerome,  when  he  la- 
ments that  he  was  beaten  by  the  angel  for 
being  too  Ciceronian  in  his  ftyle  *• 

*  Sec  Dr.  Owtn. 

b  4  The 
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The  truth  is,  women  who  are  fo  puffed 
tip  with  the  conceit  of  talents  as  to  neg- 
left  the  plain  duties  of  life,  will  not  fre- 
quently be  found  to  be  women  of  the  beft 
abilities.  And  here  may  the  author  be 
allowed  the  gratification  of  obferving,  that 
thofe  women  of  real  genius  and  extenfive 
knowledge,  whofe  fnendfliip  have  confer- 
red honour  and  happinefs  on  her  own  life, 
have  been  in  general  eminent  for  (Economy 
and  the  pra&ice  of  domeftic  virtues  ;  and 
greatly  fuperior  to  the  poor  affe&ation 
of  neglefting  the  duties  and  defpifing 
the  knowledge  of  common  life,  with 
which  literary  women  have  been  fre- 
quently, and  not  always  unjuftly,  ao 
cufed. 

A  romantic  girl  with  a  pretenfion  to 
fentiment,  which  her  (till  more  ignorant 
friends  miftake  for  genius,  (for  in  the 
empire  of  the  blind  the  one-eyed  are 
kings,)  and  poffefling  fomething  of  a  natu- 
ral ear,  has  perhaps  in  her  childhood  ex- 
haufted  all  the  images  of  grief,  and  love, 

and 
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und  fancy,  picked  up  in  her  defultory 
poetical  reading,  in  an  elegy  on  a  fick  lin- 
net or  a  dead  lap-dog ;  (be  begins  thence- 
forward  to  be  confidered  as  a  prodigy  in  her 
little  circle ;  furrounded  with  flatterers,  (he 
has  no  opportunity  of  getting  to  know  that 
her  fame  is  derived  not  from  her  powers, 
but  her  pofition ;  and  that  when  an  im- 
partial critic  fhall  have  made  all  the 
neceflary  deductions,  fuch  as— that  {he  is 
a  neighbour,  that  {he  is  a  relation,  that 
fhe  is  a  female,  that  {he  is  young,  that  {he 
has  had  no  advantages,  that  {he  is  pretty 
perhaps— when  her  verfes  come  to  be 
ftripped  of  all  their  extraneous  append- 
ages, and  the  fair  author  is  driven  off  her 
'vantage  ground  of  partiality,  fex,  and 
favour,  {he  will  commonly  fink  to  the 
level  of  ordinary  capacities;  while  thofe 
quieter  women,  who  have  meekly  fat 
down  in  the  humble  fliades  of  profe  and 
prudence,  by  a  patient  perfeverance  in 
rational  ftudies,  rife  afterwards  much 
higher  in  the  fcale  of  intellect,  and  acquire 

a  flock 
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a  flock  of  found  knowledge  for  far  better 
purpofes  than  mere  difplay.  And,  though 
k  may  feem  a  contradiction,  yet  it  will 
generally  be  found  true,  that  girls  who 
take  to  fcribbfing  are  the  leafl  ftudious, 
the  lead  reflecting,  and  the  lead  rational. 
They  early  acquire  a  falfe  confidence  in 
their  own  unaflifted  powers ;  k  becomes 
more  gratifying  to  their  natural  vanity  to 
be  always  pouring  out  their  minds  on 
paper,  than  to  be  drawing  into  them  frefh 
ideas  from  richer  fources.  The  original 
flock,  fmall  perhaps  at  firft,  is  foon  fpent ; 
and  the  fubfequent  efforts  grow  more  and 
more  feeble,  if  the  mind  which  is  continu- 
ally exhaufting  itfelf,  be  not  alfo  continu- 
ally replenifhed ;  till  the  latter  compofitions 
become  little  more  than  reproductions  of 
the  fame  ideas,  and  fainter  copies  of  the 
fame  images,  a  little  varied  and  modified 
perhaps,  and  not  a  little  diluted  and  en- 
feebled. 

Thefe  felf-taught,    and   felf-dependent 
fcribblers  pant  for    the   unmerited    and 

unattain- 
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unattainable  praife  of  fancy  and  of  ge- 
nius, while  they  difdain  the  commenda- 
tion of  judgment,  knowledge,  and  per* 
Severance  which  would  be  within  their 
reach.  To  extort  admiration  they  am 
accuftomed  to  boaft  of  an  impoffible  ra- 
pidity in  compofing ;  and  while  they  in* 
finuate  how  little  time  their  performances 
coft  them,  they  intend  you  fhould  infer 
how  perfect  they  might  have  made  them 
had  they  condefcended  to  the  drudgery  of 
application.  They  take  fuperfluous  pain* 
to  convince  you  that  there  was  neither 
learning  nor  labour  employed  in  the  work 
for  which  they  folicit  your  praife:  the 
judicious  eye  too  foon  perceives  it !  though 
it  does  not  perceive  that  native  ftrength 
and  mother-wit,  which  in  works  of  real 
genius  make  fome  amends  for  the  negli- 
gence, which  yet  they  do  not  juftify. 
But  inftead  of  extolling  thefe  efFufions  for 
their  facility,  it  would  be  kind  in  friends 
rather  to  blame  them  for  their  crudenefs  : 
and  when  the  young  pretenders  are  eager 

to 
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to  prove  in  how  fhort  a  time  fuch  a  poem 
ha*  been  (truck  off,  it  would  be  well  to  re- 
gret that  they  had  not  either  taken  a  longer 
time,  or  forborne  from  writing  at  all ;  as 
in  the  former  cafe  the  work  would,  have 
been  lefs  defe&ive,  and  in  the  latter  the 
writer  would  have  difcovered  more  humi- 
lity and  felf-diftruft. 

A  general  capacity  for  knowledge,  and 
the  cultivation  of  the  underftanding  at 
large,  will  always  put  a  woman  into  the 
bell  date  for  dire&ing  her  purfuits  into 
thofe  particular  channels  which  her  deftin*. 
ation  in  life  may  afterwards  require.  But 
ihe  fhould  be  carefully  inftru&ed  that  her 
talents  are  only  a  means  to  a  dill  higher 
attainment,  and  that  (he  is  not  to  reft 
in  them  as  an  end  ;  that  merely  to  exercife 
them  as  inftruments  for  the  acquifition  of 
fame  and  the  promoting  of  pleafure,  is 
fubverfive  of  her  delicacy  as  a  woman, 
and  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  a  chriftian. 

Study,  therefore,  is  to  be  confidered  as 
the  means  of  ftrengthening  the  mind,  and 

of 
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of  fitting  it  for  higher  duties,  juft  as  exer- 
dfe  is  to  be  confidered  as  an  inftrument 
for  ftrertgthening  the  body  for  the  feme 
end.      And  the  valetudinarian    who    k 
religiotrfly  pun&ual  in  the  obfefvance  of 
his  daily  rides  to  promote  his  heakh,  and 
refta  in  that  as  an  end,  without  fo  muctt 
as  intending  to  make  his  improved  health 
an  inftrument  of  increafed  uiefulnefs,  a&* 
on  the  fame  low  and  felfifli  principle  with 
her  who  reads  merely  for  pleafure  and  for 
feme,  without  any  defign  of  devoting  the 
more  enlarged  and  invigorated  mind  to 
the  glory  of  the  Giver. 

But  there  is  one  human  confideration 
which  would  perhaps  more  effe&ually  tend 
to  damp  in  an  afpiring  woman  the  ardours 
of  literary  vanity  (I  fneak  not  of  real 
genius,  though  there  the  remark  often 
applies)  than  any  which  (he  will  derive 
from  motives  of  humility,  or  propriety,  or 
religion  ;  which  is,  that  in  the  judgment 
paffed  on  her  performances,  (he  will  have 
to  encounter  the  mortifying  circumftance 

of 
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of  having  her  fex  always  taken  k}td  ao 
county    and    her   higheft  exertions    wiU 
probably  be  received  with  the  qualified 
approbation,  that  it  is  really  extraordinary 
for  a  woman.    Men  of  learning,  who  are 
naturally  inclined  to  eftimate  works  in  pro* 
portion  as  they  appear  to  be  the  refuk  of 
art,  ftudy,  and  inftitution,  are  apt  to  con* 
fider  even  the  happier  performances  of  the 
other  fex  as  the  fpontaneous  production* 
of  a  fruitful  but  (hallow  foil ;  and  to  give 
them  the  fame  fort  of  praife  which  we 
beftow  on  certain    fallads,    which  often. 
draw  from  us  a  fort  of  wondering  com- 
mendation;   not  indeed  as  being  worth 
much  in  thcmfelves,  but  becaufe  by  the 
lightnefs  of  the  earth,  and  a  happy  knack 
of  the  gardener,  thefe  indifferent  crefies 
Ipring  up  in  a  night,  and  therefore  one 
is  ready  to  wonder  they  are  no  worfe. 

As  to  men  of  fenfe,  however,  they  need 
be  the  lefs  inimical  to  the  improvement  of 
the  other  fex,  as  they  themfelves  will  be 
fure  to  be  gainers  by  it ;  the  enlargement 

of 
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of  die  female  underftanding  being  the  moft 
likely  means  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  petty 
cavils  and  contentions  for  equality  which 
female  fmatterers  fo  anxioufly  maintain. 
I  fay  fmattgrers,  for  between  the  firft  claft 
ot  both  fexes  the  quefHon  b  much  more 
rarely  and  always  more  temperately  agitata 
€cL  Co-operation  and  not  competition  is 
indeed  the  clear  principle  we  wife  to  fee  r6» 
ciprocally  adopted  by  thofe  higher  mind* 
in  each  fex  which  really  approximate  the 
neareft  to  each  other.  The  more  a  wo* 
man's  underftanding  is  improved,  the  moic 
obviouify  {he  will  difcern  that  there  can  bd 
no  happinefs  in  any  fociety  where  there  id 
a  perpetual  ftruggle  for  power ;  and  the 
more  her  judgment  is  re&ified,  the  more 
accurate  views  will  flie  take  of  the  ftatioa 
flie  herfelf  was  born  to  fill,  and  the  more 
readily  will  flie  accommodate  herfelf  to  it; 
while  the  mod  vulgar  and  ill-informed 
women  are  ever  moft  inclined  to  be  tyrants, 
and  thofe  always  ftruggle  moft  vehemently 
for  power,  who  would  not  fail  to  make 
14  the 
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the  worft  ufe  of  it  when  attained.  Thirt 
the  weakeft  reafoners  are  always  the  mofli 
pofitiye  in  debate ;  and  the  caufe  is  ob«* 
vious,  for  they  are  unavoidably  driven  td 
iftaintain  their  pretenfions  by  violence  who 
want  arguments  and  reafons  to  prove  that 
they  are  in -the.  right. 

There  is  this  lingular  difference  between 
a  woman  vain  of  her  wit,  and  a  woman 
vain  of  her  biauty  ;  that  the  beauty,  while 
ihe  is  anxioufly  alive  to  her  own  fame,  is 
often  indifferent  enough  about  the  beauty 
of  other  women  ;  and  provided  flie  herfelf 
is  fure  of  your  admiration,  (he  does  not 
infifl:  on  your  thinking  that  there  is  an- 
other handfome  woman  in  the  world :  while 
Ihe  who  is  vain  of  her  genius,  more  liberal 
at  lead  in  her  vanity,  is  jealous  for  the 
honour  of  her  whole  fex,  and  contends  for 
the  equality  of  their  pretenfions,  in  which 
flie  feels  that  her  own  are  involved.  The 
beauty  vindicates  her  own  rights,  the  wit, 
the  rights  of  women ;  the  beauty  fights 
for  herfelf,  the  wit  for  a  party;  and  while 

the 
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the  ittt>re  fclfifli  though  more  moderate 
feciuty 

would  but  be  Queen  for  life, 

the  public  fpirii^dwhffanigglefi  to  abrogate 
the  Salique  law  of  iatelleft*  and  to  eft- 
throne 

a  whele  fex  of  Queens. 

At  the  revival  of  letters  in  the  fifteenth 
and  the  following  century,  the  controverfy 
about  this  equality  was  agitated  with  more 
warmth  than  wifdora;  and  the  procefe 
was  inftituted  and  carried  on9  on  the  part 
of  the  female  complainant,  with  that  fort 
of  acrimony  which  always  raifes  a  fufpicion 
of  the  juftice  of  any  caufe.  The  novelty 
of  that  knowledge  which  was  then  burftxng 
out  from  the  dawn  of  a  long  dark  night, 
kindled  all  the  ardours  of  the  female  mind, 
and  the  ladies  fought  zealoufly  fpr  a  por- 
tion of  that  renown  which  the  reputation 
of  learning  was  beginning  to  beftow. 
Befides  their  own  pens,  they  had  for  their 

vol.  lu  c  advo- 
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advocates  all  thofe  needy  authors  who  had 
any  thing  to  hope  from  their  power,  their 
riches,  or  their  influence ;  and  fo  giddy 
did  fome  of  thefe  literary  ladies  become  by 
the  adulation  of  their  numerous  panegy- 
rifts,  that  through  thefe  repeated  draughts 
of  inebriating  praife,  they  grew  to  defpife 
the  equality  for  which  they  had  before  con- 
tended, as  a  ftate  below  their  merit  and 
tinworthy  of  their  acceptance.  They  now 
fcorned  to  litigate  for  what  they  already 
thought  they  fo  obvioufly  poflefled,  and 
nothing  fhort  of  the  palm  of  fuperiority 
was  at  length  confidered  as  adequate  to 
their  growing  claims.  When  court-ladies 
and  princefTes  were  the  candidates,  they 
could  not  long  want  champions  to  fupport 
their  caufe;  by  thefe  champions  female 
authorities  were  produced  as  if  paramount 
to  fafts;  quotations  from  thefe  female 
authors  were  confidered  as  proofs,  and 
their  point-blank  aflertions  ftood  for  folid 
and  irrefragable  arguments.  In  thofe  pa- 
rafites  who  offered  this  homage  to  female 

genius, 
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genius,  the  homage  -war  therefore  the 
4fieft  neither  of  truth,  nor  of  juftice;  nor 
of  convi&iofl;  -  It  arofe  rather  out'  of  gra- 
titude, or  it  was  a  reciprocation  of  flattery  ; 
it  wasf  fom6times  vanity,  it  was  often  dif- 
trefs,  which  prompted  the  adulation;  it 
lifcas  the  wafit  of  a  patronefsj  it'  was  the 
want  of  a  diniier.  When  a  lady,'  ahd  ef- 
pecially  las  it  then  often  happened,  when 
one  who  was  noble  or  royal,  fat  with 
gratifying  docility  at  the  foot  of  a  pro- 
feflbr's  chair ;  when  fhe  admired  the  phi- 
lofopher,  or  took  upon  her  to  proteft  the 
theologian,  whom  his  rivals  among  his  own 
fex  were  tearing  to  pieces,  what  could  the 
grateful  profeffor  or  delighted  theologian 
cfo  lefs  in  return  than  make  the  apbtheofis 
of  her  who  had  had  the  penetration  to 
difcern  his  merit  and  the  fpirit  to  reward 
h  ?  Thus  in  faft  it  was  not  fo  much  her 
vanity  as  his  own  that  he  was  often  flat- 
tering, though  fhe  was  the  dupe  of  her  more 
deep  and  defigning  panegyrift. 

c  2  But 


W  9£  tJHK  %H?  ¥*!«&  ttaeifcoiwaft  tttA 
m^e^  t#  Ws  patfon^s,  ia  djf(w^r 
4yi«g  *?<w4f  of  hfc  vef(e*  apd  Pfatipi^ 
that  iatftp  r^yolutiQa  of  a.o?jtturxo$  ^9 
t^e  v?jjy;  n«nes  of  the  flattered  are  xuhr 
s^njo]l  ^little,  kftown  as  th,e  wyfts  of  thq 
flf tterjjj-s.  7&#r  mjsmmal,  iiptrifad  wjtfx 
them*'  an  inftyufltive  leflij>n,  t^at  who* 
ever  b^ow^  oj  affumss  &  reputation  dif^ 
proportioned  to  the  merit,  of  the  claimant* 
will  find  it  as  little  durable  as.  foKd.  Foe 
this  literary  warfare  which  eiyjaged  fuel* 
troops  of  the  fecond-hajnd  authors  of  ttx* 
age  in  qu.eftiw  in  fuch  co^tini^al  fkirmiihes# 
and  not  a  few  pitched  ba$es ;  which  pro-* 
vqked  fo  much  rancour^  lb  many  voiui&es* 
and  fo  little  wit ;  fo  much*  vanity  and  (q 
much  flattery,  produced  no  ufeful  or  lifting 
effett,  Thpfe  who  promifed  themfehes 
that  their  names  would  outlive  "  one  half 

*  See  Brantome,  Pcrc  le  Moine,  Monf.  Thomas,  kc. 

"  of 
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"  of  roiitid  etenihy;"  did  not  reach  the 
ttid  of  the  cehtur^  in  which  the  bpaft  Dim 
made;  and  thdfe  <whd  offerid  thtf  ta&&ft> 
fhd  thofe  tvhd  greedily  ftiufWd  nf>  Its 
femes,  are  buried  in  the  faihe  blank 
ctoHrion! 

Bdt  when  the  temple  of  Janus  feeitfed  ft 
have  been  dofed,  or  when  at  worft  the 
peace  was  only  occafibn&Hy  broken  by  a 
flight  and  random  (hot  from  the  hand  of 
fome  fingle  ftragglerj  h  appears  that 
though  open  rebellion  had  ceafed*  yet  the 
female  claim  had  not  been  renounced ;  it 
had  only  (if  we  may  change  the  metaphor) 
lain  in  abeyance.  The  conteft  has  recently 
been  revived  with  added  fury,  and  with 
multiplied  exa&ions j  for  whereas  the  an- 
cient demand  was  merely  a  kind  of  ima- 
ginary prerogative,  a  fpeculative  import- 
ance,  a  mere  titular  right,  a  fhadowy  claim 
to  a  few  unreal  acres  of  Parnaffian  terri. 
tory ;  the  revived  contention  has  taken  a 
irtore  ferious  turn,  and  brings  forward  po- 
litical as  well  as  intelle&ual  pretenfions : 
c  3  and 
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and /among  the  innovations  of  this  inno- 
vating period,  the  impofing  term  of  rights 
has  be*H-  produced  to  (aqftify  the  claim  of 
.our  jfemfcle  pretender*,  with  a  view  not  Only 
to  rekindle. in  the  minds  of  women  .a  pre* 
fumptuous  vanity  diihonourable  to  thdr 
fex,  bur  produced  with  a  view  to  excite  in 
their  heafts  an  impious  difconteiit  with  thi 
port  which  God  has  affigned  them  in  this 
world. 

But  they  little  underftand  the  true  in- 
terefts  of  woman  who  would  lift  her  from 
the  important  duties  of  her  allotted  ftation* 
to  fill  with  fantaftic  dignity  a  loftier  but 
lelV  appropriate  niche.  Nor  do  they  under- 
ftand her  true  happinefs,  who  feek  to  an- 
nihilate diftinftions  from  which  (he  de- 
rives advantages,  and  to  attempt  innova- 
tions which  would  depreciate  her  real 
value.  Each  fex  has  its  proper  excellencies, 
which  would  be  loft  were  they  melted 
down  into  the  common  character  by  the 
fufion  of  the  new  philofophy.  Why  (hould 
we  do  away  diftin&ions  which  increafe  th? 

mutual 
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mutual  benefits  and  enhance  the  fatisfao 
tions  of  life  ?  Whence,  but  by  carefully 
preferring  the  original  marks  of  difference- 
ftamped  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator,  would 
be  derived  theiuperior  advantage  of.mixed- 
fociety  ?  Have  men  no  need  to  have  their 
rough  angles  filed  off,  and  their  harfh* 
neffes  and  afperities  fmoothed  and  polifhech 
by  affimihting  with  beings  of  more  foft-r 
nefs  and  refinement?  Are  the  ideas  of 
women  naturally  fo  very  judieious,  are 
their  principles  fo  invincibly  firm, .  are 
their  views  fo  perfectly  cotreft,  are  their 
judgments  fo  completely  exaft,  thjLt  there 
is  occafion  for  no  additional  weight,  no 
fuperadded  ftrength,  no  increafed  clear* 
nefs,  none  of  that  enlargement  of  mind, 
Hone  of  that  additional  invigaration  which 
may  be  derived  from  the  aids  of  the 
ftronger  lex?  What  identity  could  ad* 
vantageoufly  fuperfede  an  enlivening  oppo- 
fition  and  an  interefting  variety  of  charac* 
ter  ?  Is  it  not  then  more  wife  as  well  as 
pore  honourable  to  move  contentedly  ih 
•  c  4  the 
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the  plain  path  which  Providence  has  ob. 
viouily  marked  out  to  the  fex,  and  ia 
which  cuftom  has  for  the  ms>ft  pait  ration* 
ally  confirmed  them,  than  to  ftxay  awk- 
wardly, onbpccmungly,  and  unfncoefs6iUy, 
im  a  forbidden  road  ?  Is  it  not  defirabb; 
to  be  the  lawful  pofleffors  of  a  lefler  do* 
itaeftic  territory,  rather  than  the  turbulent 
ilfarpers  of  a  wider  foreign  empire?  to  be 
good  originals,  rather  than  bad  imitators  ? 
to  be  the  beft  thing  of  one's  own  kind,, 
rather  than  an  inferior  thing  even  if  it 
were  of  an  higher  kind  ?  to  be  erccttenfc 
women  rather  than  indifferent  men  ? 

Is  the  author  then  undervaluing  her 
own  fez  ?— No.  It  is  her  seal  for  their 
true  intere/ls  which  leads  her  to  oppofe 
their  imaginary  rights*  It  is  her  regard 
for  their  happinefs  which  makes  her 
endeavour  to  cure  them  of  a  feveriih  thirffc 
for  ferae;  of  an  ambition  as  little  becoming 
the  delicacy  of  their  female  chara&er  as 
the  meeknefs  of  their  religious  profeffion* 
A  little  Chriftian  humility  and  fober-mind* 

ednefs 
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ednefs  are  worth  all  the  wild  metaphyseal 
difcutfion  which  has  unfettled  the  peace 
of  vain  women,  and  forfeited  the  refpeft 
of  reafonable  men.  And  the  mod  elabo- 
sate  definition  of  ideal  rights,  and  the 
mod  hardy  meafures  for  attaining  them, 
gre  of  lefs  value  in  the  eyes  of  a  truly 
amiable  woman,  than  '<  that  meek  and 
"  quiet  fpirit,  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God 
4<  of  great  price." 

Natural  propenfities  beft  mark  the 
defignations  of  Providence  as  to  their 
application.  The  fin  was  not  more  clearly 
bellowed  on  the  fifli  that  he  fhould  fwim, 
nor  the  wing  given  to  the  bird  that  he 
Jhould  fly,  than  fuperior  ftrength  of  body 
and  a  firmer  texture  of  mind  was  given  to 
man,  that  he  might  prefide  in  the  deep 
and  daring  fcenes  of  aft  ion  and  of  council; 
in  government,  in  arms,  in  fcience,  in 
commerce,  and  in  thofe  profeffions  which 
demand  a  higher  reach,  and  a  wider  range 
of  powers.  The  true  value  of  woman  is 
pot  diminifhed  by  the  imputation  of  in* 

feriority 
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feriority  in  tbefe  refpti&s ;  (he  has  other 
requifnes  better  adapted,  fo  .Anfwer  the 
ends  and  purpofes  of  her  being,  by  "Him 
"  who  does  all  things  well ;"  who  fuite 
the  agent  to  the  aftion ;  who .  accommo* 
dates  the  mftrument  to  the  work. 

Let  her  not  then  view  with  pining  envy 
the  keen  fatyrift,  hunting  vice  through  all 
the  doublings  and  windings  of  the  heart  ; 
the  fagacious  politician,  leading  fenates, 
and  direfting  the  fate  of  empires ;  the 
acute  lawyer,  detefting  the  obliquities  of 
fraud  ;  and  the  (kilful  dramatift,  expofmg 
the  pretenfions  of  folly :  but  let  her  ambi- 
tion be  confoled  by  reflefting,  that  thofe 
who  thus  excel,  to  all  that  Nature  bellows 
and  books  can  teach,  muft  add  befides 
that  confummate  knowledge  of  the  world 
to  which  a  delicate  woman  has  no  fair 
avenues,  and  which  even  if  (he  could  at- 
tain, fhe  would  never  be  fuppofed  to  have 
come  honeftly  by. 

In  alinoft  all  that  comes  under  the  de- 
scription of  polite  letters,  in  all  that  cap- 
tivates 
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tivates  by  imagery,  or  warms  by  juft  and 
affeding  fentiment,  women  are  excellent. 
They  poffefs  in  a  high  degree  that  delicaqy 
and-  qukknefs  of  perception,  and  that  nice 
jlifcejuiment  between  the  beautiful  and  de- 
fective which  comes  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  tafte.  Both  in  compofition  and 
£&iojA  they  excel  in  details  ;  but  they  do 
not  ib  rauch  generalize  their  ideas  as  men, 
nor.  do  their  minds  feize  a  great  fubjeft 
with  fo  large  a  grafp.  They  are  acute  ob- 
ferversj  and  accurate  judges  of  life  and 
manners,  as  far  as  their  own  fphere  of  ob- 
servation extends ;  but  they  defcribe  a 
{mailer  circle.  A  woman  fees  the  world, 
as  it  were*  from  a  little  elevation-  in  her 
own.  garden,  whence  fhe  makes  an  exaft 
furvey  of  home  fcenes,  but  takes  not  in 
that  wider  range  of  diftant  profpe&s  which 
he  who  ftands  on  a  loftier  eminence  com- 
mands. Women  have  a  certain  tad  which 
often  enables  them  to  feel  what  is  juft  more 
inftantaneoufly  than  they  can  define  it. 
They  have  an  intuitive  penetration  into 
4  charafter, 
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charafter,  beftoWed  cm  them  bj  PHMr- 
dence,  like  the  fenfitive  And  tender  organs 
of  fome  timid  animals,  as  k  kind  of  na- 
tural guard  to  warn  of  the  approach  of 
danger  beings  who  are  often  called  to  aft 
defenfively. 

In  fumming  up  the  evidence,  if  I  teay 
fo  fpeak,  of  the  different  powers  6f  tftfc 
fexes,  one  may  venture,  perhaps,  to  aflfert, 
that  women  have  equal  parts,  but  ate  in- 
ferior in  wholanefs  of  mind,  in  the  integral 
underftanding :  that  though  a  fiiperior 
woman  may  poffefs  fingle  faculties  iA 
equal  perfection,  yet  there  is  commonly  a 
jufter  proportion  in  the  mind  Gf  a  ftperior 
man  :  that  if  women  have  in  an  equal  de- 
gree the  faculty  of  fancy  which  creates 
images,  and  the  faculty  of  memory  which 
collects  and  ftores  ideas,  they  feem  not  to 
poffefs  in  equal  meafure  the  faculty  of 
comparing,  combining,  analyfing,  and  fe- 
parating  thefe  ideas ;  that  deep  and  patient 
thinking  which  goes  to  the  bottom  of  a 
fubjeel  i  nor  that  power  of  arrangement 

which 
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vbjkb  kflotvs  how  to  link,  a  thouiand  con- 
nected ideaa  in  one  dependent  train,  with- 
out lofing  fight  of  the  original  idea  out  of 
which,  the  reft  grow,  and  on  which  they  all 
hang.  The  female,  too,  wanting  fteadinefr 
ia  her  intelle&ual  purfuits,  is  perpetually 
turned  afide  by  her  chara&eriftic  taftes 
and  feelings  Woman  in  the  career  of 
genius,  is  the  Atalanta,  who  will  rifle 
lofing  the  race  by  running  out  of  her  road 
to  pick  up  the  golden  apple ;  while  her 
male  competitor,  without,  perhaps,  pof- 
feffing  greater  natural  ftrength  or  fwift- 
aefo,  will  more  certainly  attain  his  objeft, 
by  direft  purfuit,  by  being  lefs  expofed  to 
the  fedu&ions  of  extraneous  beauty,  and 
will  win  the  race,  not  by  excelling  in  fpeed, 
but  by  defpifing  the  bait  #. 

*  What  indifpofes  even  reafonable  women  to 
concede  in  thefe  pouit3  is,  that  the  weakeA  man  in- 
flantly  lays  hold  on  the  concefllon  ;  and,  on  the  mere 
ground  of  fex,  plumes  himfelf  on  his  own  individual 
fopcriority  ;  inferring,  that  the  fillieft  man  is  fuperior 
to  the  firiUrate  woman. 

Here 
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Here  it  may  be  jiiftly  enough  retorted* 
that,  as  it  is  allowed  the  education  of 
women  is  fo  defective,  the  alleged  inferi- 
ority of  their  minds  may  be  accounted  for 
on  that  ground  more  juftly  than  by  aJcrib* 
ing  it  to  their  natural  make.  And,  indeed; 
there  is  fo  much  truth  in  the  remark,  that 
till  women  {hall  be  more  reafonably  edu- 
cated, and  till  the  native  growth  of  their 
mind  (hall  ceafe  to  be  (tinted  and  cramped^ 
we  have  no  jufter  ground  for  pronouncing 
that  their  underftanding  has  already  reach- 
ed its  higheft  attainable  point,  than  the 
Chinefe  would  have  for  affirming  that 
their  women  have  attained  to  the  greateft 
poffible  perfection  in  walking,  while  the 
fir  ft  care  is,  during  their  infancy,  to  crip- 
ple their  feet.  At  leaft,  till  the  female  fex 
are  more  carefully  inftru&ed,  this  queftion 
will  always  remain  as  undecided  as  to  the 
degree  of  difference  between  the  mafculine 
and  feminine  underftanding,  as  the  queftion 
between  the  underftandings  of  blacks  and 
whites  j  for  until  Africans  and  Europeans 

are 
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ate  put  more  nearly  on  a  par  in  the  culti- 
vation of  their  minds,  the  (hades  of  diftinc- 
tibn,  if  any  there  be,  between  their  native 
powers  can  never  be  fairly  afcertained. 

And  when  we  fee  (and  who  will  deny 
that  we  fee  it  frequently  ?)  fo  many  wo- 
men nobly  rifing  from  under  all  thepref- 
fure  of  a  disadvantageous  education  and  a 
defective  fyftem  of  fociety,  and  exhibiting 
the  moft  unambiguous  marks  of  a  vigorous 
underftanding,  a  correft  judgment,  and  a 
fterling  piety,  it  reminds  one  of  thofe  (hid- 
ing lights  which  have  now  and  then  burft 
out  through  all  the  "  darknefs  vifible"  of 
the  Romifli  church,  have  difincumbered 
themfelves  from  the  gloom*  of  ignorance, 
fliaken  off  the  fetters  of  prejudice,  and 
rifen  fuperior  to  all  the  errors  of  a  corrupt 
theology. 

But  whatever  chara&eriftical  diftinftions 
may  exift;  whatever  inferiority  may  be 
attached  to  woman  from  the  flighter-  frame 
of  her  body,  or  the  more  circumferibed 
powers  of  her  mind  j  from  a  leifo  fyfteraatio 
education,  and  from  the  fubordinatcda- 

tion 
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tion  {he  is  called  to  fill  in  life;  there  is  o&e 
great  and  leading  circumftance  which  raifiei 
her  importance,  and  even  eftabliflies  bar 
equality.  Cbri/liamty  has  exalted  women 
to  true  and  undifputed  dignity ;  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  as  there  is  neither  "  rich  nor  poor/9 
"  bond  nor  free/'  fo  there  is  neither  "  male 
"  nor  female/'  In  the  view  of  that  immor- 
tality, which  is  brought  to  Mght  by  the 
gofpel,  fhe  has  no  fuperior.  Women  (to 
borrow  the  idea  of  an  excellent  prelate) 
make  up  one  half  of  the  human  race; 
equally  with  men  redeemed  by  the  blood 
of  Chrift.  In  this  their  true  dignity  con* 
fills  ;  here  their  beft  pretenfions  reft,  here 
their  higheft  claims  are  allowed. 

All  difputes  then  for  pre-eminence  be- 
tween the  fexes  have  only  for  their  objeft 
the  poor  precedence  for  a  few  fhort  years, 
the  attention  of  which  would  be  better 
devoted  to  the  duties  of  life  and  the  inte- 
refts  of  eternity. 

And  as  the  final  hope  of  the  female  (ex 
is  equal,  fo  are  their  prefent  means,  per- 
haps, more  favourable,  and  their  opportu- 
14  nities, 
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tofcfos,  often,  left  obftru&ed  than  thofc  of 
the  other  fex.  In  their  Chriftian  courfe 
Women  have  every  fuperfor  advantage, 
whether  we  confider  the  natural  make  of 
their  minds,  their  leifure  for  acqirifition  in 
youth,  or  their  fubfequently  lefs  expofed 
mode  of  life*  Their  hearts  are  naturally 
lift  and  flexible,  open  to  impreffiom  of 
love  and  graftkude;  their  feelings  tender 
and  lively ;  all  thefe  are  favourable  to  the 
cultivation  of  a  devotional  fpirit.  Yet 
while  we  remind  them  of  thefe  benefits, 
they  will  do  well  to  be  on  their  guard1  left 
this  very  fbftnefe  and  du&ility  lay  them 
mose  open  to  the  fedu&ons  of  tempta* 
tfcm  and  enror* 

They  have  in  the  native  constitution  of 
their  minds,  as  well  as  from  the  relative 
filiations  they  are  called  to  fill,  a  certain 
faafe  of  attachment  and  dependence, 
which  is  peculiarly  favourable  to  religion. 
They  fed,  perhaps,  more  intimately  the 
want  of  a  ftrength  which  is  not  their 
own*      Christianity  brings  that  fuperin- 

vdL.  ii.  p  duced 
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duced  ftrength ;  it  comes  in  aid  of  thdr 

confcious  weaknefs,  and  offers  the  only 
true  counterpoife  to  it.  "  Woman,  be 
"  thou  healed  of  thine  infirmity,"  is  ftill 
the  heart-cheering  language  of  a  gracious 
Saviour. 

Women  alfo  bring  to  the  ftudy  of  Chriftv 
ianity  fewer  of  thofe  prejudices  which: 
perfons  of  the  other  fex  tdo  often  early 
contract.  Men,  from,  theif  claflical  edu-; 
cation,  t  acquire  a  ftrprig  partiality  for  the 
manners  of  Pagan  antiquity,  and  the 
documents  of  Pagan  philofophy :  this,  to*-. 
gether  with  the  impure  taint  caught  from 
the  loofe  defcriptions  of  their  poets,  and: 
the  licentious  language  even  of  their  his- 
torians, (in  whom  we  reafoftably  look  for 
more  gravity,)  often  weakens  the  good 
impreffions  of  young  men,  and  at  leafl. 
confufes  their  ideas  of  piety,  by  mixing 
them  with  fo  much  heterogeneous  matter. 
Their  very  fpirits  are  imbued  all  the  week 
with  the  impure  follies  of  a  depraved  my- 
thology j  and  it  is  well  if  even  on  Sundays 

they 
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they  get  to  hear  of  the  "  true  God,  and  Jefus 
**  Chrift  whom  he  has  fent."  While  wo- 
men, though  ftruggling  with  the  fame 
natural  corruptions,  have  commonly  lefs 
knowledge  to  unknow,  and  fewer  fcheme* 
to  unlearn;  they  have  not  to  (hake  off 
the  pride  of  fyftem,  and  to  difencumber 
their  tninds  from  the  {hackles  of  favourite 
theories:  they  do  not  bring  from  the 
porch  or  the  academy  any  "  oppofitions 
*  of  fcience"  to  obftruct  their  reception 
of  thofe  pure  doftrines  taught  -on  the 
Mount :  dottrines  which  ought  to  find  a 
readier  entrance  into  minds  uninfected 
with  the  pride  of  the  fchool  of  Zeno,  or 
the  libertinifm  of  that  of  Epicurus. 

And  as  women  are  naturally  more  af- 
fe&onate  than  faftidious ;  they  are  likely 
both  to  read  and  to  hear  with  a  lefs  critical 
fpirit  than  men :  they  will  not  be  on  the 
watch  to  detett  errors,  fo  much  as  to  ga* 
ther  improvement ;  they  have  feldom  that 
hardnefs  which  is  acquired  by  dealing 
deeply  in  books  of  controverfy,  but  are 
d  2  more 
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more  inclined  to  works  which  quicken  tftfc 
devotional  feelings,  thonto  fuch as  awaken 
a  fpirk  of  doubt  and  fcepricifim.  They 
are  left  dtipofed  to  con&fer  the  com- 
petitions  they  perufe,  as  materials. on  whkh 
to  ground  objections  and  anfwers,  than 
a*  helps  to  faith  and  rules  of  life.  With 
thefe  advantages,  however,  they  tumid 
alfo  bear  in  mind  that  their  imprefiom 
being  often  lefe  abiding,  and  their  veafoa 
bis  open  to  corcvi&ion,  by  means  of  the 
ftrong  evidences  which  exift  in  favour  of 
the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  *  they  ought, 
"  therefore,  to  give  the  more  earned 
"  heed  to  the  tilings  which  they  have 
"  heard,  left  at  any  time  they  ftcmM  let 
u  them  flip."  Women  are  alfo,  from  their 
domeftic  habits,  in  pofleflionof  more  feiAn* 
and  tranquillity  for  religious  purfuits^  as 
well  as  fecured  from  thofe  difficulties  and 
temptations  to  which  men  are  expofed  in 
the  tumult  of  a  buftlmg  world.  Their 
lives  are  more  uniform,  le&  agitated  by 
the  paffions  the,  bufinefles,  the  contentions, 

the 
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the  fhock  of  opinions   and  of  intereftt 
which  convuife  the  world. 

If  we  have  denied  them  the  talents 
which  might  lead  them  to  excel  as  lawyers, 
they  are  preferved  from  the  peril  of  having 
their  principles  warped  by  that  too  indif* 
criminate  defence  of  right  and  wrong,  to 
which  the  profeflbrs  of  the  law  are  ex* 
pgfed*  If  we  fhould  queftron  their  title  to 
eminence  as  mathematicians,  they  are  hap* 
fOtf  exempt  from  the  danger  to  which 
tten  devoted  to  that  fcience  are  faid  to  be 
table ;  namely,  that  of  looking  for  demon* 
flration  on  fubjecte,  which,  by  their  very 
nature,  are  incapable  of  affording  it.  If 
they  are  lefs  converfant  in  the  powers  of 
nature,  the  ftrudure  of  the  human  frame, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  heavenly  bodies, 
than  philofophers,  phyficians,  and  aftrono- 
fliers ;  they  are,  however,  delivered  from 
die  error  into  which  many  of  each  of  thefe 
have  fometimes  fallen,  I  mean  from  the 
fatal  habit  of  reding  in  fecond  caufes,  h** 
flead  of  referring  all  to  the  firft ;  inftead  of 
d  3  making 
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making  "  the  heavens  declare  the  glory 
"  of  God,  and  proclaim  his  handy  work ;" 
inftead  of  concluding,  when  they  obferve 
**  how  fearfully  and  wonderfully  we  zxt 
$c  made,  marvellous  are  thy  works  O  Lord, 
*c  and  that  my  foul  knowcth  right  well." 

And  let  the  weaker  fex  take  comfort, 
that,  in  their  very  exemption  from  privi- 
leges, which  they  are  fometimes  difpofed 
to  envy,  confifts  their  fecurity  and  their 
happinefs.  If  they  enjoy  not  the  dit 
tin&ions  of  public  life  and  high  offices,  do 
they  not  efcape  the  refponfibility  attached 
to  them,  and  the  mortification  of  being 
difmiffed  from  them  ?  If  they  have  no 
voice  in  deliberative  affemblies,  do  they 
not  avoid  the  load  of  duty  connected  with 
fuch  priviliges  ?  Prepofterous  pains  have 
been  taken  to  excite  in  women  an  uneafy 
jealoufy,  that  their  talents  are  neither  re- 
warded with  public  honours  nor  emolu- 
ments in  life;  nor  with  infcriptions,  fta- 
tues,  and  maufoleums  after  death.  It 
has  been  abfurdly  reprefented  to  them  as 

a  hard* 
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a  hardfhip,  that  <while  they  are  expefted 
to  perform  duties,  they  muft  yet  be  con- 
tented to  relinquifli  honours,  and  muft 
unjuftly  be  compelled  to  renounce  fame 
while  they  muft  feduloufly  labour  to  de- 
fcrveit. 

But  for  Chriftian  women  to  aft  on  the 
low  views  fuggefted  to  them  by  their  ill- 
judging  panegyrifts;  and  to  look  up  with 
a  giddy  head  and  a  throbbing  heart  to 
honours  and  remunerations,  fo  little  fuited 
to  the  wants  and  capacities  of  an  immortal 
fpirit,  would  be  no  lefs  ridiculous  than  if 
Chriftian  heroes  fhould  look  back  with 
envy  on  the  pagan  rewards  of  ovations, 
oak  garlands,  parfley  crowns,  and  laurel 
deaths.     The  Chriftian  hope  more  than 
reconciles  Chriftian  women  to  thefe  petty 
privations,  by  fubftituting  a  nobler  prize 
for  their  ambition,  "  the  prize  of  the  high- 
«  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus ;"  by  fub- 
ftituting,  for  that  popular  and  flu&uating 
voice,  which  may  cry,  "  Hofanna"  and 
D  4  "  crucify" 
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"  crucify"  in  a  breads  chat  "  favour  of 
«  God  which  is  eternal  life." 

If  women  fhould  lament  the  difadvan- 
tages  attached  to  their  fex,  that  their  cha- 
racter is  of  fo  delicate  a  texture  as  to  be 
fullied  by  the  flighted  breath  of  calumny, 
and  that  the  (lain  is  indelible;  yet  are 
they  not  led  by  that  very  circumftance 
more  inftin&ively  to  fhrink  from  all  thofe 
irregularities  to  which  the  lofs  of  chaia&er 
is  fo  much  expe&ed  to  be  attached ;  and 
to  fliun  with  keener  circumfpe&ion  the 
mod  diftant  approach  towards  the  confines 
of  danger  ?  Let  them  not  lament  it  as  a 
hardfhip,  but  account  it  to  be  a  privilege, 
that  the  delicacy  of  their  fex  impels  them 
more  fcrupuloufly  to  avoid  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  evil,  and  that  the  confcioufnefs 
of  their  danger  ferves  to  fecure  their  purity, 
by  placing  them  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  evil  itfelf. 

Though  it  be  one  main  objeft  of  this 
little  work,  rather  to  lower  than  to  raife 

any 
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any  defire  of  celebrity  in  the  female  heart ; 
yet  I  would  awaken  it  to  a  juft  fenfibilky 
to  honeft  fame :  I  would  call  on  women 
to  reflect  that  our  religion  has  not  only 
made  them  heirs  to  a  blefled  immortality 
hereafter,  but  has  greatly  raifed  them  in 
the  fcale  of  being  here,  by  lifting  them  to 
an  importance  in  fociety  unknown  to  the 
molt  polifhed  ages  of  antiquity.     The  re- 
ligion of  ChriftTias  even  bellowed  a  degree 
of  renown  on  the  fex  beyond  what  any 
other  religion  ever  did.     Perhaps   there 
ire  hardly  fo  many  virtuous  women  (for 
I  reje£fc  the  long  catalogue  whom  their 
vices  have  transferred  from  oblivion  to 
infamy)  named  in*all  the  pages  of  Greek 
or  Roman  Hiftory,  as  are  handed  down 
to  eternal  fame,  in  a  few  of  thofe  (hort 
chapters  with  which  the  great  Apoftle  to 
the  Gentiles  has  concluded  his  epiftles  to 
his  converts.     Of  "  devout  and  honour- 
"  able  women,"  the  facred  fcriptures  re- 
cord "  not  a  few."     Some  of  the  moft 
afietting  fcenes,  the  moft  interefting  tranf- 

a&ions, 
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•  a&ions,  and  the  moft  touching  conven- 
tions which  are  recorded  of  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  paffed  with  women.     They 
are  the  firft  remarked  as  having  "  minif- 
"  tered  to  him  of  their  fubftance."  Theirs 
was  the   praife  of  not  abandoning  their 
defpifed  Redeemer  when  he  was  led   to 
execution,    and   under    all   the  hopelefs 
circumftances  of  his  ignominious  death  ; 
they  appear  to  have  been  the  taft  attend- 
ing at  his   tomb,   and   the  jirji  on  the 
morning  when  he  arofe  from  it.     Theirs 
was  the  privilege  of  receiving  the  earlieft 
confolation  from  their  rifen  Lord ;  theirs 
was  the  honour  of  being  firft  commiflion- 
ed  to  announce  his  glorious  refurreftion 
to  the  world.     And  even  to  furnifli  heroic 
confeflbrs,  devoted  faints,  and  unfhrink- 
ing  martyrs  to  the  Church  of  Chrift,   has 
not  been    the  exclufive  honour  of  the 
bolder  fex. 
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CHAP.     XIV, 

Conversation. — Hints  fuggejied  on  the 
Jitbjeft. — On  the  tempers  and  difpqfitions 

to  be  introduced  in  it. — Errors  to  be 
-    avoided. — Vanity  under  various  Jhapes  the 

caufe  ofthofe  errors. 

1  he  fexes  will  naturally  defire  to  appear 
to  each  other,  fuch  as  each  believes  the 
other  will  belt  like;  their  converfation 
"will  aft  reciprocally ;  and  each  fex  will 
appear  more  or  lefs  rational  as  they  per- 
ceive it  will  more  or  lefs  recommend  them 
to  the  other.  It  is  therefore  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  many  men,  even  of  diftinguifhed 
fenfe  and  learning,  are  fo  apt  to  confider 
fhe  fociety  of  ladies,  as  a  fcene  in 
which  to  reft  their  underftandings,  rather 
than  to  exercife  them  ;  while  ladies,  in  re- 
turn, are  too  much  addidted  to  make  their 
court  by  lending  themfelves  to  this  fpirit 

of 
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of  trifling ;  they  often  avoid  to  make  ufe 
of  what  abilities  they  have  ;  and  affeft  to 
talk  below  their  natural  and  acquired 
powers  of  mind  ;  confidering  it  as  a  tacit 
and  welcome  flattery  to  the  underftanding 
of  men,  to  renounce  the  exercife  of  their 
own. 

Now  fince  tafte  and  principles  thus  mu- 
tually operate ;  men,  by  keeping  up  con- 
verfation  to  its  proper  ftandard,  would  not 
only  call  into  exercife  the  powers  of  mind 
which  women  a&ually  poffefs  ;  but  would 
even  awaken  in  them  new  energies  which 
they  do  not  know  they  pofiefc;  and  man 
of  fenfe  would  find  their  account  in  doing 
this,  for  their  own  talents  would  be  more 
highly  rated  by  companions  who  were  bet* 
ter  able  to  appreciate  them.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  young  women  found  it  did 
not  often  recommend  them  in  the  eyes  of 
thofe  whom  they  might  wi(h  to  pleafe,  to 
be  frivolous  and  fuperficial,  they  would  be* 
come  more  fedulous  in  corre&ing  their 
own  habits.  Whenever  faflrionable  women 

indicate 
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faulicate  a  refifh  for  i&ftru&ive  converferion* 
men  wiM  not  be  apt  to  hazard  what  is  vain* 
or  unprofitable;  much  lefs  will  they  ever 
pre&me  to  bring  forward  what  is  Ioofe  or 
cprrupt,  where  feme  fignal  has  not  been 
previoufly  given,  that  it  will  be  acceptable* 
«r  a*  leaft  that  it  will  be  pahkmed* 

Ladies  commonly  bring  into  company 
grinds  already  too  much  relaxed  by  petty 
parfuits,  rather  than  dverftrained  by  in- 
tcnfe  application;  the  littlenefe  of  the 
employments  in  which  they  are  ufually 
efigaged,  does  not  fo  exhauft  their  fpirits 
sa  to-  make  them  ftand  in  need,  of  that 
relaxation  from  company  which  fevere 
application  or  overwhelming  bufmefs 
makes  tequifite  for  ftudious  or  public 
men.  The  due  confideration  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  might  ferve  to  bring  the  fexes 
.  more  nearly  on  a  level  in  fociety;  and 
each  might  meet  the  other  half  way;  for 
that  degree  of  lively  and  eafy  converfation 
Which  is  a  necefTary  refrefhment  to  the 
learned  and  the  bufy,  would  not  decreafe 
14  in 
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of  trifling ;  they  often  avoid  to  make  ufe 
of  what  abilities  they  have  ;  and  affeft  to 
talk  below  their  natural  and  acquired 
powers  of  mind  ;  confidering  it  as  a  tacit. 
and  welcome  flattery  to  the  underftanding 
of  men,  to  renounce  the  exercife  of  their 
own. 

Now  fince  tafte  and  principles  thus  mu- 
tually operate  ;  men,  by  keeping  up  con- 
verfation  to  its  proper  ftandard,  Would  not 
only  call  into  exercife  the  powers  of  mind 
which  women  a&ually  poffefs  ;  but  would 
even  awaken  in  them  new  energies  which 
they  do  not  know  they  poflefcj  and  men 
of  fenfe  would  find  their  account  in  doing 
this,  for  their  own  talents  would  be  more 
highly  rated  by  companions  who  were  bet- 
ter able  to  appreciate  them.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  young  women  found  it  did 
not  often  recommend  them  in  the  eyes  of 
thofe  whom  they  might  wi(h  to  pleafe,  to 
be  frivolous  and  fuperficial,  they  would  be* 
come  more  fedulous  in  corre&ing  their 
own  habits.  Whenever  faflrionable  women 
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hdicate  a  TeHfh  for  inftruttive  converfetioir, 
ton  wittnot  be  apt  to  hazard  what  is  vain, 
er  unprofitable;  much  lefs  will  they  ever 
prefiime  to  bring  forward  what  is  loofe  or 
Cffrupt,  where  fbme  fignal  has  not  been, 
previoufly  given,  that  it  will  be  acceptable, 
IT  at  ieaft  that  it  will  be  pardoned. 

ladies  commonly  bring  into  company 
nods  already  too  much  relaxed  by  petty 
pnfuite,  rather  than  overftrained  by  in* 
tcofe  application;    the   littlenefs   of  the 
employments  in  which  they  are  ufually 
cftgaged,  does  not  fo  exhauft  their  fpirits 
3  to  make  them  ftand  in  need,  of  that 
tebxation   from  company  which    fevere 
application     or    overwhelming    bufinefs 
makes    fequifite  for   ftudious   or  public 
Ben.     The  due  confideration  of  this  cir- 
cumftance  might  ferve  to  bring  the  fexes 
more  nearly  on  a  level  in  fociety;  and 
each  might  meet  the  other  half  way;   for 
that  degree  of  lively  and  eafy  converfation 
Which  is  a  necefTary  refrefhment  to  the 
learned  and  the  bufy,  would  not  decreafe 
14  in 
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in  pleafantnefs  by  being  tnadd  of  fo  rational 
a  caft  as  would  yet  fomewhat  raife  the 
minds  of  women,  who  commonly  feek  fo* 
ciety  as  a  fcene  of  pleafure,  not  as.:* 
refuge  from  intenfe  thought  or  exhauftiog 
labour. 

It  is  a  difadvatitage  even  to  thofe  women 
who  keep  the  bed  company,  that  it  is  un- 
happily almoft  eftablifhed  into  a  fyfteni,  by 
the  other  fex,  to  poftpone  every  thing  like 
inftru&ive  difcourfe  till  the  ladies  are  with- 
drawn ;  their  retreat  ferving  as  a  kind  of 
fignal  for  the  cxercife  of  intellect.    And  in 
the  few  cafes  in  which  it  happens  that  any 
impoitant  difcufiion  takes  place  in  their 
prefence,  they  are  for  the  moll  part  con- 
fidered  as  having  little  inteieft  in  ferious 
fubje&s.     Strong  truths,    whenever  fuck 
happen  to  be  addrefled  to  them,  are  either 
diluted  with  flattery,  or  kept  back  in  part, 
or  foftened  to  their  taftc  ;  or  if  the  ladies 
exprefs  a  wifh   for   information  on   any 
point,  they  are  put  off  with  a  compliment, 
inftead  of  a  reafon ;   and  are  confidered 

as 


CONVERSATION.  47 

te  beings  who  are  not  expefted  td  fee  and 
to  judge  of  things  as  they  really  exift.    . 

Do  we  then  wifh  to  fee  the  ladies,  whole 
opportunities  leave  them  fo  incompetent, 
and  the  modefty  of  whofe  fex  ought- never 
to  allow  them  even  to  be  as  fhining  as  they 
are  able ; — do  we  wifh  to  fee  them  take 
the  lead  in  metaphyfical  difquifitions  ?  Do 
We  wHh  them  to  plunge  into  the  depths 
6f  theological  polemics, 

And  find  no  end  in  wand'ring  mazes  loll? 

Do  we  wifli  them  to  revive  the  animo- 
fities  of  the  Bangorian  contrpverfy,  or  to 
decide  the  procefs  between  the  Jefuits 
and  the  five  propofitions  of  Janfenius  ? 
Do  we  wifh  to  enthrone  them  in  the  pro- 
feffor's  chair,  to  deliver  oracles,  harangues, 
and  differtations?  to  weigh  the  merits  of 
every  new  produ&ion  in  the  fcales  of 
Quintilian,  or  to  regulate  the  unities  of 
dramatic  compofition  by  Arijlotle's  clock  ? 
Or  renouncing  thofe  foreign  aids,  do 
we  defire  to  behold  them,  inflated  with 

their 
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their  original  powers,  labouring  to  ftrifee 
our  (parks  of  wit,  with  a  reftlefs  anxiety 
to  (hine,  which  generally  fails,  and  with 
a  laboured  affe&ation  to  pfeafe,  which 
never  pleafes  f 

Dtfeurs  de  bons  mots*  fairs  cara&era ! 

All  this  be  far  from  them !— But  we  da 
Xvifli  to  fee  the  converfation  of  well-bred 
women  refcued  from  vapid  common 
places,  from  uninteresting  tattle,  from 
trite  and  hackneyed  communications,  from 
frivolous  earneftnefs,  from  falfe  fenlibility* 
from  a  warm  intereft  about  things  of  no 
moment,  and  an  indifference  to  topics  the 
moft  important ;  from  a  cold  vanity,  from 
the  overflowings  of  felf-love,  exhibiting 
itfelf  under  the  fmiling  mafkofan  engag- 
ing flattery,  and  from  all  the  factitious 
manners  of  artificial  intercourfe.  We  dw 
wilh  to  fee  the  time  pafled  in  poliflied  and 
intelligent  fociety,  confidered  among  the 
beneficial,  as  well  as  the  pleafant  portions 
of  our  exiftence,  and  not  configned  over, 

as 
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a*  k  too  frequently  is,  to  premeditated, 
trifling,  or  fyftematic  unprofitablenefs. 
Let  me  not,  however,  be  mifundef flood:  it 
ie  not  meant  to  prefcribe  that  they  fhould 
afieft  to  talk  on  lofty  fubjefts,  fo  much  as 
to  fuggeft  that  they  fhould  bring  good 
fcnTe,  fimplicity,  and  precifion,  into  thofe 
common  fubjetts,  of  which,  after  alt,  both 
the  bufinefs  and  the  converfation  of  man- 
kind muft  be  in  a  great  meafure  made 
up. 

It  is  too  well  known  how  much  the 
dread  of  imputed  pedantry  keeps  off  every 
thing  that  verges  towards  learned,  and  the 
terror  of  imputed  enthufiafm  ftaves  off 
any  thing  that  approaches  tojerious  con-* 
rerfation ;  fo  that  the  two  topics  which 
peculiarly  diftinguifh  us,  as  rational  and 
immortal  beings,  are  by  general  confent 
in  a  good  degree  banifhed  from  the  fociety 
of  rational  and  immortal  creatures.  But 
we  might  almoft  as  confidently  give  up 
the  comforts  of  fire  becaufe  a  few  perfons 
have  been  burnt,  and  the  benefit  of  water 

vol.  ii9  s  becaufe 
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becaufe  fome  others  have  been  drowned, 
as  relinquifh  the  enjoyments  of  intellectual, 
and  the  bleffings  of  religious  intercourfe, 
becaufe  the  learned  world  has  fometimes 
been  infefled  with  pedants,  and  the  reli- 
gious world  with  fanatics. 
:  As  in  the  momentous  times  in  which 
we  live  it  is  next  to  impoffible  to  pafs  an 
evening  in  company  but  the  talk  will  fo 
inevitably  revert  to  politics,  that,  without 
any  premeditated  defign,  every  one  prefent 
{hall  infallibly  get  to  know  to  which  fide 
the  other  inclines ;  why,  in  the  far  higher 
concern  of  eternal  things,  fhould  we  fo 
carefully  fhun  every  offered  opportunity  of 
bearing  even  a  cafual  teftimony  to  the  part 
we  efpoufe  in  religion  ?  Why,  while  we 
make  it  a  fort  of  point  of  confeience  to 
leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  a  ftranger, 
whether  we  adopt  the  party  of  Pitt  or  Fox, 
lhall  we  chufe  to  leave  it  very  problema- 
tical whether  we  belong  to  God  or  Baal  ? 
Why,  in  religion,  as  well  as  in  politics, 
fiiould  we  not  aft  like  people  who,  having 

their 
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Actr  all  at  (lake,  cannot  forbear  now  and 
then  adverting  for  a  moment  to  the  objeft 
tf  their  grand  concern,  and  dropping,  at 
lead,  an  incidehtal  intimation  of  the  fide 
to  which  they  belong  ? 

Even  the  news  of  the  day,  in  fuch  an 
•rentful  period  as  the  prefent,  may  lend 
frequent  occafions  to  a  woman  of  prin* 
tiple  to  declare,  without  parade,  her  faith 
b  a  moral  Governor  of  the  world ;  her 
truft  in  a  particular  Providence j  her  belief 
in  the  Divine  Omnipotence;  her  confi* 
dence  in  the  power  of  God,  in  educing 
good  from  evil,  in  his  employing  wicked 
Nations,  not  as  favourites  but  inftruments j 
her  perfuafion  that  prefent  fuccefs  is  no 
proof  of  the  divine  favour ;  in  fliort,  fome 
intimation  that  (he  is  not  afhamed  to  de- 
clare that  her  mind  is  under  the  influence 
bf  chriflian  faith  and  principle.  A  general 
concurrence  in  exhibiting  this  fpirit  of 
decided  faith  and  holy  truft,  would  incon* 
cdvably  difcourage  that  pert  infidelity 
which  is  ever  on  the  watch  to  produce 
£  a  itfelf: 
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Itfelf :  and,  a*  we  have  already  obfervcd,if 
women,  who  derive  authority  from  thefar 
rank  or  talents,  did  but  refleft  how  thai* 
fentiments  are  repeated  and  their  authority 
quoted,  they  would  be  fo  on  their  guard* 
that  general  fociety  might  become  a  icene 
of  general  improvement,  and  the  young, 
who  are  looking  for  models  on  which 
to  faihion  themfelves,  would  become 
afhamed  of  exhibiting  any  thing  like  levity, 
or  fcepticifm,  or  prophanenefs. 

Let  it  be  underftood,  that  it  is  not  meant 
to  intimate  that  ferious  fubje&s  fhould 
make  up  the  bulk  of  converfation ;  this,  as 
it  is  impbflible,  would  alio  often  be  im- 
proper. It  is  not  intended  to  fuggeft  that 
they  fliould  be  abruptly  introduced,  or  un- 
suitably prolonged;  but  only  that  they 
fliould  not;  be  fyftematicaHy  fliunned,  nor 
the  brand  of  fanaticifm  be  fixed  on  the  per- 
lbn  who,  with  whatever  propriety,  hazards 
the  introdu&ion  of  them.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  this  general  dread  of  ferious 
topics  arifes  a  good  deal  from  an  ignorance 
$  of 
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tf  the  true  nature  of  chriftianity  ;  people 
avoid  it  on  the  principle  exprefied  by  the 
vplgar  phiafe  of  the  danger  of  playing  with 
edge  tools.  They  conceive  of  religion  as 
fomething  which  involves  controverfy,  and 
fifpute,  and  mifchief ;  fomething  of  an  in* 
Bammatory  nature,  which  is  to  (lir  up  ill 
humours  and  hatred ;  as  of  a  fort  of  party- 
bufinefc  which  fets  friends  at  variance.  So 
much  is  this  notion  adopted,  that  I  have 
feen  announced  two  works  of  confiderable 
merit,  in  which  it  was  ftipulated  as  an  at-' 
fra&ion,  that  the  fubjeft  of  religion,  as 
being  likely  to  excite  anger  and  party- 
diftin&ions,  fliould  be  carefully  excluded. 
Such '  is  the  worldly  idea  of  the  fpirit 
of  that  religion,  whofe  direft  objed  it 
wa*  to  bring  "  peace  and  good  will  to 
meh\" 

Women  too  little  live  or  converfe  up 
to  their  underftandings  ;  and  however  we 
have  deprecated  afFe&ation  or  pedantry, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  both  in  reading 
and  converfing,  the  underftanding  gains 
E  3  more 
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hfelf :  and,  a*  we  have  already  obfarvcd,if 
women,  who  derive  authority  from  thefar 
rank  or  talents,  did  but  reflect  how  thai* 
fentiments  are  repeated  and  their  authority 
quoted,  they  would  be  fo  on  their  guard, 
that  general  fociety  might  become  a  fcene 
of  general  improvement,  and  the  young, 
who  are  looking  for  models  on  which 
to  faihion  themfelves,  would  become 
afhamed  of  exhibiting  any  thing  like  levity, 
or  fcepticifm,  or  prophanenefs. 

Let  it  be  underftood,  that  it  is  not  meant 
to  intimate  that  ferious  fubje&s  fhould 
make  up  the  bulk  of  converfation ;  this,  as 
it  is  impbffible,  would  alio  often  be  im- 
proper. It  is  not  intended  to  fuggeft  that 
they  fhould  be  abruptly  introduced,  or  un- 
suitably prolonged ;  but  only  that  they 
fhould  not;  be  fyftematicaHy  fhunned,  nor 
the  brand  of  fanaticifm  be  fixed  on  the  per- 
Ibn  who,  with  whatever  propriety,  hazards 
the  introdu&ion  of  them.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  this  general  dread  of  ferious 
topics  arifes  a  good  deal  from  an  ignorance 
6  of 
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of  the  tnje  nature  of  cfcriftianity  ;  people 
avoid  it  on  the  principle  exprcfled  by  the 
ndgar  phiafe  of  the  danger  of  playing  with 
edge  tools.  They  conceive  of  religion  as 
fomething  which  involves  controverfy,  and 
difpute,  and  mifchief ;  fomething  of  an  in* 
lammatory  nature,  which  is  to  ftir  up  ill 
humours  and  hatred ;  as  of  a  fort  of  party- 
bufinefe  which  fets  friends  at  variance*  So 
much  is  this  notion  adopted,  that  I  have 
fcen  announced  two  works  of  considerable 
merit,  in  which  it  was  Stipulated  as  an  at- 
fra&ion,  that  the  fubjedt  of  religion,  as 
being  likely  to  excite  anger  and  party- 
diftin3ions,  fliould  be  carefully  excluded. 
Such  is  the  worldly  idea  of  the  fpirit 
rf  that  religion,  whofe  direft  objed  it 
was  to  bring  "  peace  and  good  will  to 
men!" 

Women  too  little  live  or  converfe  upi 
to  their  understandings ;  and  however  we 
have  deprecated  affeftation  or  pedantry, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  both  in  reading 
and  converiing,  the  understanding  gains 
E  3  more 
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more  by  ftretching  thah  (looping.  If  by 
exerting  itfelf  it  may  not  attain  to  all  tide* 
fires,  yet  it  will  be  fure  to  gain  fomething. 
The  mind,  by  always  applyipg  itfelf  to  ob* 
je&s  below  its  level,  contrafts  its  dimen* 
(ions,  and  flirinks  itfelf  to  the  fize,  and 
lowers  itfelf  to  the  level,  of  the  objeft 
about  which  it  is  converfrnt:  while  the 
piind  which  is  aftive  and  afpiring,  expands 
and  raifes  itfelf,  grows  larger  by  exercife, 
abler  by  difFufion,  and  richer  by  com* 
munication. 

But  the  tafte  of  general  fociety  is  not 
favourable  to  improvement.  The  feriouf- 
nefs  with  which  the  moll  frivolous  fubje&s 
are  agitated,  and  the  levity  with  which 
the  moil  ferious  are  difpatched,  bear  a 
pretty  exa&  proportion  to  each  other* 
Society  too  is  a  fort  of  magic  lanthorn ; 
the  fcene  is  perpetually  (hiftingt  In  this 
inceflant  change  we  mult 
Catch,  e'er  fhc  falls,  the  Cynthia  of  the  minute;— 

and  the  evanefcent  falhion  of  the  prefent  mi- 
nute, which,  while  in  many  it  leads  to  the 

cultivation 
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cultivation  of  real  knowledge,  has  alfo 
fbmetimes    led   even    the   gay  and  idlf- 
to  the  affe&aiion  of   mixing    a  fprink- 
ling  of  fctence  with  the   mafs  of   difli- 
pation.     The  ambition  of  appearing  to  be 
well-informed  breaks  out  even  in  thoft 
triflers  who  will  not  fpare  time  from  their 
pleafureable  purfuits  fufficient  for  acquire 
ing  that  knowledge,  of  which,  however,  the 
reputation  is  fo  defirable.   A  little  (matter- 
ing of  philofophy  often  dignifies  the  pur- 
fuits  of  their  day,  without  refcuing  them 
from  the  vanities  of  the  night.  A  courfe  of 
le&ures  (that  admirable  affiftant  for  en* 
lightening  the  underftanding)  is  notfeldom 
reforted  to  as  a  means  to  fubftitute  the 
appearance  of  knowledge  for  the  fatigue 
of  application ;  but  where   this  valuable 
help  is  attended  merely  like  any  other 
public  exhibition,  and  is  not  furthered  by 
correfpondent  reading  at  home,  it  often 
ferves  to  fet  off  the  reality  of  ignorance 
with  the  affectation  of  (kill.     But  inftead 
of  producing  in  converfation  a  few  reign- 
e  4  ing 
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jng  fciefttific  terms,  with  a  familiarity  and 
f  eadinefs,  which 

Amaze  the  unlcarn'd,  and  make  the  learned  {mile, 
would  it  not  be  more  modeft  even  for 
thofe  who  are  better  informed,  to  avoid 
the  common  ufe  of  technical  terms  when- 
ever the  idea  can  be  as  well  conveyed  with- 
out them?  For  it  argues  no  real  ability  to 
know  the  names  of  tools ;  the  ability  lies  in 
knowing  their  ufe :  and  while  it  is  in  the 
thing,  and  not  in  the  term,  that  real  know- 
ledge confifts,  the  charge  of  pedantry  is 
attached  to  the  ufe  of  the  term,  which 
would  not  attach  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
fcience. 

In  the  faculty  of  fpeaking  well,  ladies 
have  fuch  a  happy  promptitude  of  turning 
their  flender  advantages  to  account,  that 
there  are  many  who,  though  they  have 
never  been  taught  a  rule  of  fyntax,  yet, 
by  a  quick  facility  in  profiting  from  the 
beft  books  and  the  beft  company,  hardly 
ever  violate  one ;  and  who  often  exhibit 
an  elegant  and  perfpicuous  arrangement 

of 
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of  ftyle,  without  having  ft u died  any  df  the 
laws    of    compofition.      Every   kind    of 
knowledge  which  appears  to  be  the  refirfr 
of  obfervation,  refle&ion,  and  natural  tafte,- 
fits  gracefully  on  women.     Yet  on  the 
other  hand    it  fometimes   happens,  that 
ladies  of  no  contemptible  natural  parts 
are  too  ready  to  produce,  not  only  pedan- 
tic expreffions,   but  crude  notions ;    and 
ftill  oftener  to  bring  forward  obvious  and 
hackneyed  remarks,  which   float  on  the 
very  furface  of  a  fubjeft,  with  the  impofing 
air  of  recent  invention,  and  all  the  vanity 
of  confcious  difcovery.     This  is  becaufe 
their  acquirements  have  not  been  worked 
into  their  minds  by  early  inftru&ion ;  what 
knowledge  they  have  gotten  (lands  out  as 
it  were  above  the  very  furface  of  their 
minds,  like  the  appliquee  of  the  embroider- 
er, inftead  of  having  been  interwoven  with 
the  growth  of  the  piece,  fo  as  to  have  be- 
come a  part  of  the  fluff.     They  did  not, 
like  men,  acquire  what  they  know  while 
the  texture  was  forming.      Perhaps   no 

better 
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better  preventive  could  be  devifed  for 
this  literary  vanity,  than  early  inftru&ion : 
that  woman  would  be  lefs  likely  to  be 
vain  of  her  knowledge  who  did  not  re- 
member the  time  when  fhe  was  ignorant. 
Knowledge  that  is  burnt  in,  if  I  may  fo 
fpeak,  is  feldom  obtrufive,  rarely  imper- 
tinent. 

Their  reading  alfo  has  probably  confided 
much  in  abridgments  from  larger  works, 
as  was  obferved  in  a  former  chapter ;  this 
makes  a  readier  talker,  but  a  fballower 
thinker,  than  the  perufal  of  books  of  more 
bulk.  By  thefe  fcanty  (ketches,  their 
critical  fpirit  has  been  excited,  while  their 
critical  powers  have  not  been  formed  ;  for 
in  thofe  crippled  mutilations  they  have  feen 
nothing  of  that  juft  proportion  of  parts, 
that  ikilful  arrangement  of  the  plan,  and 
that  artful  distribution  of  the  fubjeft, 
which,  while  they  prove  the  mafter  hand 
of  the  writer,  ferve  alfo  to  form  the  tafte 
of  the  reader,  far  more  than  a  disjointed 
fkeleton,  or  a  beautiful  feature  or  two,  can 

3  do* 
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4o,  The  inftru&ion  of  women  is  alfo  too 
much  drawn  from  the  fcanty  and  penurious 
fources  of  fhoit  writings  of  the  effay  kind : 
ibis,  when  it  comprifes  the  bed  part  of  a 
perfon's  reading,  makes  a  fmatterer  and 
Ipoils  a  fcholar;  for  though  it  fupplies 
current  talk,  yet  it  does  not  make  a  full 
mind ;  it  does  not  furnifh  a  ftorehoufe  of 
materials,  to  flock  the  underftanding,  nei- 
ther does  it  accuftom  the  mind  to  any 
trains  of  reflection:  for  the  fubje&s,  befides 
being  each  fuccin&ly,  and,  on  account  of 
tjiis  brevity,  fuperficially  treated,  are  di£- 
tinft  and  dificonne&ed :  they  arife  out  of 
no  concatenation  of  ideas,  nor  any  depend- 
ent feries  of  dedu&ion.  Yet  on  this  ple^- 
fent  but  defultory  reading,  the  mind  which 
has  not  been  trained  to  feverer  exercife, 
Joves  to  repofe  itfelf  in  a  fort  of  creditable 
indolence,  inftead  of  flretching  its  powers 
in  the  wholefome  labour  of  confecutive  in* 
yeftigation  *f 

I  am 

*  The  writer  cannot  be  fuppofed  defirous  of  depre- 
ciating the  value  of  thole  many  beautiful  periodical 

cflayt 
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I  am  not  difcouraging  ftudy  it  a  late 
period  of  life,  or  even  flender  knowledge; 
information  is  good  at  whatever  period 
and  in  whatever  degree  it  be  acquired* 
But  in  fuch  cafes  it  ihould  be  attended 
with  peculiar  humility  :  and  the  netir 
pofleffor  ihould  bear  in  mind,  that  what 
is  frelh  to  her  has  been  long  known 
to  others ;  and  (he  ihould  therefore  be 
aware  of  advancing  as  •  novel  that  which 
is  common,  and  obtruding  as  rare  that 
which  every  body  poffefles.  Some  ladies 
are  eager  to  exhibit  proofs  of  their  read- 
ing, though  at  the  expence  of  their  judg- 
ment, and  will  introduce  in  converfa- 
tion  quotations  quite  irrelevant  to  the 
matter  in  hand,  becaufe  they  happen  at 
the  inftant  to  recur  to  their  recolleftion? 
or  were,  perhaps,  found  in  the  book  they 

cflays  which  adorn  our  language.  But,  perhaps,  ft 
might  be  better  to  regale  the  mind  with  themfingly, 
at  different  times,  than  to  read  at  the  fame  fitting,  a 
multitude  of  fhoit  pieces  on  diifimilar  and  uncon- 
nected topics,  by  way  of  getting  through  the  book. 

have 
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tare  juft  been  reading.  Unappropriate 
quotations  or  drained  analogy  may  fhew 
trading,  but  they  do  not  fhew  tafte. 
That  juft  and  happy  allufion  which  know* 
by  a  word  how  to  awaken  a  correfponding 
image,  or  to  excite  in  the  hearer  the 
Idea  which  fills  the  mind  of  the  fpeaker, 
fhews  lefs  pedantry  and  more  tafte  than 
bare  citations;  and  a  mind  imbued  with 
elegant  knowledge  will  inevitably  betray 
the  opulence  of  its  refources,  even  on 
topics  which  do  not  relate  to  fcience  or 
literature.  Well-informed  perfons  will 
eafily  be  difcovered  to  have  read  the  beft 
books,  though  they  are  not  always  de- 
tailing catalogues  of  authors.  Though 
honey  owes  its  exquifite  tafte  to  the  fra- 
grance of  the  fweeteft  flowers,  yet  the  lkill 
of  the  little  artificer  appears  in  this,  that 
the  delicious  ftores  are  fo  admirably  worked 
up,  and  there  is  fuch  a  due  proportion  ob- 
ferved  in  mixing  them,  that  the  perfection 
of  the  whole  confifts  in  its  not  tafting  in- 
dividually of  any  of  thofe  fweets  of  the 

very 
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very  effence  of  which  it  is  compounded* 
But  true  judgment  will  detect  the  infufion 
which  true  modefty  will  not  difplay  ;  and 
even  common  fubje&s  palling  through  a 
cultivated  underftanding,  borrow  a  flavouf 
of  its  richnefs.  A  power  of  apt  fele&ion 
is  more  valuable  than  any  power  of  general 
retention  ;  and  an  appofite  remark,  which 
(hoots  (Iraight  to  the  point,  demands  higher 
powers  of  mind  than  an  hundred  fimple 
afts  of  memory  ;  for  the  bu fined  of  the 
memory  is  only  to  (tore  up  materials 
which  the  underftanding  is  to  mix  and 
work  up  with  its  native  faculties,  and 
which  the  judgment  is  to  bring  out  and 
apply.  But  young  women  who  have 
more  vivacity  than  fenfc,  and  more  vanity 
than  vivacity,  often  ri(k  the  charge  of  ab- 
furdity  to  efcape  that  of  ignorance,  and 
will  even  compare  two  authors  who  are  to- 
tally unlike,  rather  than  mifs  the  occafion 
to  (hew  that  they  have  read  both. 

Among  the  arts  to  fpoil  converfation, 
fome  ladies  poflefs  that  of  fuddeniy  divert- 
ing 
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ing  it  from  the  channel  in  which  it  wag 
beneficially  flowing,  becaufe  fome  word 
ufed  by  the  perfon  who  was  fpeaking  has 
accidentally  (truck  out  a  new  train  of 
.  thinking  in  their  own  minds,  and  not  be- 
caufe the  general  idea  exprefled  has  (truck 
out  a  correfponding  idea,  which  fort  of  col* 
lifion  is  indeed  the  way  of  eliciting  the  true 
fire.  Young  ladies,  whofe  fprightlinefs  has 
not  been  difciplined  by  a  correft  education, 
confider  how  things  may  be  prettily  faid, 
rather  than  how  they  may  be  prudently 
or  feafonably  fpoken  ;  and  hazard  being 
thought  wrong,  or  ra(h,  or  vain,  for  the 
chance  of  being  reckoned  pleafant.  The 
flowers  of  rhetoric  captivate  them  more 
than  the  jufteft  deductions  of  reafon  ;  and 
to  repel  an  argument,  they  arm  themfelves 
with  a  metaphor.  Thofe  alfo  who  do  not 
aim  fo  high  as  eloquence,  are  often  fur* 
prized  that  you  refufe  to  accept  of  a  pre- 
judice inftead  of  a  reafon  ;  they  are  apt  to 
take  up  with  a  probability  in  place  of  a 
demonftration,  and  cheaply  put  you  off 

with 
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with  an  affertion,  when  you  are  requiring  a 
pToof.  The  mode  of  education  which  ren- 
ders them  light  in  affumption,  and  taper* 
ficial  in  reasoning,  renders  them  alfo  im- 
patient of  oppofition ;  and  if  they  happen 
to  poffefs  beauty,  and  to  be  vain  of  it,  they 
may  be  tempted  to  confider  that  as  an 
additional  proof  of  their  being  always 
hi  {he  right.  In  this  cafe,  they  will  not 
aik  you  to  fubmit  your  judgment  to  the 
force  of  their  argument,  fo  much  as  to 
the  authority  of  their  charms. 

The  fame  fault  in  the  mind,  ftrengtlL- 
ened  by  the  fame  caufe,  (a  neglq&ed  edu- 
cation,) leads  lively  women  often  to  pro- 
nounce on  a  queftion  without  examining 
k :  on  any  given  point  they  feldomer 
doubt  than  men;  not  becaufe  they  arc 
more  clear-fightcd,  but  becaufe  they  have 
not  been  accuitomed  to  look  into  a  fub- 
jeci  long  enough  to  dilcover  its  depths 
and  its  intricacies  ;  and  not  difcerning  its 
difficulties,  they  conclude  that  it  has  none. 
Is  it  a  contradidion  to  fay,  that  they  feem 

at 


At '  once  a  to  be  qtlick-fl£hted  iAd   fliort- 
figttted  ?■   What  they  fee  at  all,:they  com- 
inorily  fee  at*  once ;  a  Kttle  difficulty  dif- 
ftmfages  them  ^    and,  having  caught  a 
hafty  glimpfe  of  a  fubjeft,  they  rufh  to 
this   cofciclufiort,  that  either  there  is  no 
more  to  be  feen,  or  that  -what  is  behind 
will  not. pay  them   for    the    trouble   of 
fearchmg.     •  They    purfue     their    objeA 
eagerly,'  but  not  regularly  \  rapidly,  but 
not  pertinacioufly ;    for  they  want  that 
obftinate  patifence  of  inveftigation  which 
grows   ftoutef  by   lepulfe.      What  they 
have  not  attained,   they  do!  not  believe 
exifts  j  *what  they  cannot  feize  at  once, 
they  perfuade    themfelves  is  hot  worth 
having. 

Is  a  fiibjeft  of  moment  darted  in  com- 
pany ?  *  While  the  more  fegacious  are  de- 
fiberatirig  on  its  difficulties,  and  viewing 
it  under  all  its  afpefts,  in  order  to  form 
&  competent  judgment  before  they  decide, 
you  will  often  find  the  moft  fuperficial 
Ionian  prefent  determine  the  matter, 
•  vol.  ii.  f  without 
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without  hefitatiom    Not  feeing  the  per* 
plexities  in  which,  the  queftion  is  involved, 
Qm  wonders  at  the  want  of  penetration  in 
the  man  vhofe  very  penetration  keep% 
him  filent*    She  fecretly  deipifes  the  duty 
perception  s^ncjl  flpw  dccifion  of  hiiq,  who  i* 
patiently  untying  the  knot  which  flxe  fancies 
flie  exhibks    more   dexterity  by  cutting. 
By  this  flxallpw  fprightlinefs,  of  which  va<* 
nity  is  commonly  the  radical  principle,  U15 
perfbn  whofe  opinion  was  belt  worth  hav- 
ing is  difcouraged  from  delivering  it,  and 
an  important  fubjeft  is  difmifled  without 
difcufiion,  by  this  inconfequent  flippancy 
and  volubly  raflmefs.    It  is  this  abundance 
of  florid  talk,    from    fuperficial  matter, 
which  has  brought  on  fo  many  of  the  ieaq 
the  charge  of  inverting  the  Apoftle's  pre- 
cept, and  being fwift  tojfeak9jlow  to  bear. 

For  if  the  great  Roman  Orator  could 

obferve,  that  filence  was  fo  important  a  part 
of  converfation,  that  "  there  was  not  only 
"  an  art  but  an  eloquence  in  it,"  how 
peculiarly  does,  the  remark  apply  to  the 

modefty 
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toodefty  of  youthful  females !  But  the 
filence  of  liftlefe  ignorance,  and  the  filence 
of  fparkling  intelligence,  are  two  thingi 
ahnoft  as  obvioufly  diftinft,  as  the  wifdoai 
ad  the  folly  of  the  tongue.  An  inviolable 
fend  marked  attention  may  fliew,  that  a 
woman  is  pleafed  with  a  fubjeft,  and  an 
illuminated  countenance  may  prove  that 
fheunderftanda  it,  alntoft  as  unequivocally 
to  language  itfelf  could  do;  and  this,  with 
a  modeft  queftion,  which  indicates  at  oncje 
rational  curiofity  and  becoming  diffidence* 
k  in  many  cafes  as  large  a  (hare  of  the 
oonverfation  as  it  is  decorous  for  feminine 
delicacy  to  take.  It  is  alfo  as  flattering 
an  encouragement  as  men  of  fenfe  require, 
for  purfuing  fuch  topics  in  the  pretence  of 
women,  which  they  would  be  more  dif- 
pofed  to  do,  did  they  oftener  gain  by  it 
the  attention  which  it  is  natural  to  wi(h 
to  excite  ;  and  did  women  themfelves 
difcover  that  defire  of  improvement  which 
liberal-minded  men  are  pleafed  with  cooj- 
utmicatfog. 

1 2  Yet 
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-  Yet  do  we  not  fometimes  fee  an  imp*, 
tienle  to  be  heard  (nor  is: it  a  feminine 
failing  only)  which  good-breeding  can 
fcarcely  fubdue  ?  And  even  when  thefe 
incorrigible  talkers  are  compelled  to  be 
filent,  is  it  dot  evident  tha$  they  are  not 
liftening  to  what  is  faid,  but.  are  only 
thinking  of  what  they  themfelves  fhall  lay 
when  they  can  feize  the  ftrft  lucky  interval' 
for  which  they  are  fo  narrowly  watching  ? 
The  very  turn  of  their  countenance  betrays 
that  they  do  not  take  the  flighted  degree 
of  interelt  in  any  thing  that  is  faid  by 
others,  except  with  a  view  to  lie  in  wait 
for  any  little  chafm  in  the  difcourfe,  on 
which  they  may  lay  hold,  and  give  vent 
to  their  own  overflowing  vanity. 

But  converfation  mud  not  be  confidered 
4  as  a  ftage  for  the  difplay  of  our  talents,  fo 
much  as  a  field  for  the  exercife  and  im- 
provement of  our  virtues ;  as  a  means  for 
promoting  the  glory  of  our  Creator,  and 
the  good  and  happinefs  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures. Well-bred  and  intelligent  Chriftians 
2  are 
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are  not,  when  they  join  in  fociety,  to: 
confider  themfelves  as  entering  the  lifts, 
like  intelle&ual  prize-fighters,  in  order  to 
exhibit  their  own  vigour  and  dexterity,  to 
difcomfit  their  adverfary,  aiid:  to  bear 
away  the  patm  of  vi&ory.  -  Truth  and  not- 
triumph  fhoutd  be  the  objeft ;  and  there 
4re  few  occafions  in  life,  in  which  we  are 
more  unremittingly  called  upon  to  watch 
ourfelves  narrowly,  and  to  refift  the  af- 
faults  of  various  temptations,  than  in  con- 
verfation.  Vanity,  jealoufy,  envy,  mif- 
reprefentation,  refentment,  difdain,  levity, 
impatience,  infincerity,  and  pride,  will  in 
turn  folicit  to  be  gratified.  Conftantly  to 
ftruggle  againft  the  defire  of  being  thought 
more  wife,  more  witty,  and  more  know- 
ing, than  tliofe  with  whom  we  afTociate, 
demands  the  inceffant  exertion  of  Chrif- 
tian  vigilance,  a  vigilance  which  the  gene- 
rality are  fo  far  from  fufpecting  .  neceflary 
in  the  intercOurfe  of  common  fociety,  that 
cheerful  converfation  is  rather  confidered 
93  an  exemption  and  releafe  from  watch* 
f  3  fulnefs^ 
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fulijdji>  than  as  an  additional  obHgpticm  f* 
it.    But  a  prcumfpcft  foklicr  of  Chrift 
will  ncrcr  be  off  bis  po& ;  even  when  he 
it  not  called  to  public  combat  by  the  open 
afiaults  of  hi*  great  fpiritual  enemy,  he 
muft  Skill  be  acting  as  a  cenrinel,  for  the. 
dangers  of  an  ordinary  Chriftian  will  arife 
more  from  thefc  little  fkirmilhes  which  are. 
daily  happening  in  the  warfare  of  human 
life,  than  from  thole  pitched  battles  which 
more  rarely  occur,  and  for  which  he  will 
be  more  probably  armed* 

But  fociety,  as  was  obferved  before,  is 
not  a  ftage  on  which  to  throw  down  our 
gauntlet,  and  prove  our  own  pjrowefs  by 
the  number  of  falls  we  give  to  our  adver? 
fary  ;  fo  far  from  it,  gopd*brecding  as  well 
as  Chriftianity,  confider*  as  an  indjfpenfa- 
ble  requifite  for  converfation,  the  difpofi- 
tion  to  bring  forward  to  notice  any  talent 
m  others,  which  their  own  modefty,  or 
confeious  inferiority,  would  lead  them  to 
keep  back.  To  do  this  with  effeft  re* 
quires  a  penetration  exercifed  fo  difcem 

inerft, 


fAMt9  attda  generous  candour  which  de- 
l%tits  in  drawing  it  ought.  There  are  few 
Who  calihbt  fcOnvetfe  tolerably  on  fotne  one 
topic  ;  what  that  is,  we  fhould  try  to  find 
dtit,  and  in  general  introduce  that  topic, 
though  to  the  fuppreffion  of  any  one  on 
which  we  onrfelves  ate  fuppofed  to  excel : 
atad  fcbwever  fupertor  we  rtiay  be  m  other 
rtffpeds  to  the  pferfonfc  in  qtieftioh,  we  tnay, 
perhaps,  in  that  particular  point,  irtiproVe 
by  them ;  and  if  we  do  not  gain  informa- 
tion, we  (hall  at  leaft  gain  a  wholefome  ex* 
ftdfe  to  our  humility  and  felkdenial ;  we 
iaHA  be  reftraining  our  own  impetuofity ; 
we  (hall,  if  we  take  this  courfe  oft  juft  oc- 
cafions  only,  and  fo  as  to  beware  left  we 
gratify  the  vanity  of  others,  by  giving  con. 
fidencfc  to  a  doubting,  or  cheerfulnefs  to  a 
dep'refted  fpirit.  And  to  place  a  juft  re- 
mark, hazarded  by  the  diffident,  in  the 
rftoft  advantageous  point  of  view  j  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  inattentive,  the  for. 
ward,  and  the  felffufficient,  to  the  unob* 
trufive  merit  of  fome  quiet  perfon  in  the" 
f  4  company, 
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company,  whor,  though  of  mu^h worthy 
h  perhaps  of  little  note  y  -thefe  are  Tequi* 
fites  for  converfation,  lefs  brilliant,  but 
fer  more  valuable,  than  the  power  of  .ex* 
citing  burfts  of  laughter  by  the  brightest 
wit,  or  of  extorting  admiration  ty  the 
moft  poignant  fellies  of  ridicule* 

For  wit  is,  of  all  the  qualities  of  th<? 
female  mind,  that  which  requires  the 
fevered  caftigation ;  yet  the  temperate  ex- 
ercife  of  this  fafcinating  quality  throws  aiv 
additional  luftre  round  the  chara&er  ,of  an 
amiable  woman  -f  for  to  manage  with  dif7 
creet  modefty  a  dangerous  talent,  cpnferg. 
a  higher  praife  than  can  be  claimed  by  thofe 
in  whom  the  abfence  of  the  talent  takes 
away  the  temptation  to  mifemploy  it.  To 
women,  wit  is  a  peculiarly  perilous  poffef- 
lion,  which  nothing  fljort  qf  the  fober- 
mindednefs  of  Religion  c?n  keep  in  fub- 
j/s&ion  ;  and  perhaps  there  is  fcarcely  any 
one  order  of  human  beings  that  requires 
the  powerful  curb  of  Chriftjai*  control 
piore  than  women  whpfe  genius  has  this 

tendency, 
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tendency.  Intemperate  wit  craves  admira- 
tion as  its  natural  aliment;  it  lives  on  flaU 
tery  as  its  daily  bread.  The  profcfled  wit 
is  a  hungry  beggar,  that  fubfifts  on  the,  ex-» 
torted  alms  of  perpetual  panegyric;  and  lik* 
the  yulture  in  the  Greg^a  faJJe,  .it*  appe* 
tite  increafes  by  indulgence*.  Simple  truth, 
and  fober  approbation  become  taftelefc  an$ 
infipid  to  the  palate,  daily  vitiated  by  th^ 
delicious  .poignances  of  exaggerated  coi% 
mendation.  Under  the  above  reftriSions* 
fcowever,,  wit  maybe  fafely  and  plfafantly 
eptercifed ;  for  chajlifed  wit  is  an  elegant 
and  well-bred,  and  not  unfeminine  quality* 
But  humour ',  efpecially  if  it  degenerate  into- 
Imitation,  or  ijiimicry,  is  very  fparingly  to 
be  ventured  on ;  for  it  is  fo  difficult  totally 
to  detach  it  from  the  fufpicion  of  buffoon- 
ery, that  a  woman  will  be  likely  to  lofe 
more  of  that  delicacy  which  is  her  appro* 
priate  grace,  than  flie  will  gain  in  another 
way  in  the  eyes  of  the  judicious,  by  the. 
Sioft  fuccefsful  difplay  of  humour, 

But 


Bttt  u  ft  Dfetftie  uia*  Ibtittf  wOmttl  trt 

tto  apt  to  affeft  bHIHa^ 
AtSf  own  difeourfcr,  ahd  i&  thiderVaiafc 
ffc  incite  hfrthWe  pretentions  of  left  ftuwy 
dl^ftertV^nmftbcconfefifedalft),  that 
fi&g  df  inOrtf'drdtofcry  iroHtiei  sfre  tioiir 
ttsd  then  polity  of  the  op^ofite  error,  and 
***fttyafi*&  tb  valbc  themfelvc^  oti  not 
MdJbg  ufe  of  fhi  imderfttndinjf  tb^yrdaiy 
pbffefcj  and  dfe&T  to  be  thought  evetr 
■rare  fiHy  than  they  are.  They  exhibit 
HofmaQ  fatirfaftion  in  ridicufiftg  women  of 
l%h  inteflefhial  endowment*,  while  they 
exclaim  with  much  affefted  hnffliBty,  an* 
much  real  envy,  that  M  they  are  thankftrf 
u'1 kef  sire  not  geniufes."  Ndw*  though 
cue  k  glad  to  hear  gTatfcudef  eapfefed  dfr 
any  occafioft,  yet  the  want  of  fenfe  is  really 
ftofuchgivat  mercy  to  be  thankful  fot? 
and  it  would  ifldicate  a  better  fpfeif,  Wert 
fhty  to  pray  to  be  enabled  to  tiiafee  a* 
flight  ufc  of  the  moderate  uriderftaftding 
they  poflefe,  inftead  of  expofing  with  z 

vifiblc 
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-vifitrie  pleafure  the  imaginary  or  real  de- 
lfts of  their  more  fhining  acquaintance* 
Women  of  the  brighteft  faculties  fhould: 
not  only  *«  bear  thofe  faculties  meekly/1, 
but  (hould  confider  it  as  no  derogation, 
cheerfully  to  fulfil  thofe  humbler  duties 
which  make  up  the  bufinefs  of  comtaon 
life,  while  they  fhould  always  take  into, 
the  account  the  nobler  exertions  as  well  as 
the  higher  refponfibility  attached  to  higher 
gifts.  In  the  mean  time  women  of  lower 
attainments  fhould  exert  to  the  utmoft  fuch 
abilities  as  Providence  has  af&gned  them  ; 
and  while  they  fhould  not  deride  excellent 
cies  which  are  above  their  reach,  they 
fhould  not  defpond  at  an  inferiority  which 
did  not  depend  on  themfelves;  nor,  be* 
-qaufe  God  has  denied  them  ten  talents, 
fhould  they  forget  that  they  are  equally 
pefponfible  for  the  one  he  has  allotted 
them,  but  fet  about  devoting  that  one 
with  humble  diligence  to  the  glory  of  the 

(fare* 
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Vanity,  however,  k  not  j&jriQnopdly 
of  talents;  let  not  a  young  lady,:therc^ 
fore,  fancy  that  (he  is  humble,  merely 
becaufe  (he  is  not  ingenious,,  or  confider 
tfye  abfence  of  talents  as  the  criterion  of 
*rorth.  .  Humility  is  not. the  cxclufive  pri- 
vilege of  dulnefs.  Folly  i$  as  conceited 
as  wit,  and  ignorance  many  a  time  outftripa 
knowledge  in  the  race  of  vanity.  Equally 
earned  competitions  fpring  from  caufes  lels 
worthy  to  excite  them  than  wit  and  ge- 
nius. Vanity  infinuates  itfelf  into  the  fe- 
male heart  under  a  variety  of  unfufpc&ed 
forms,  and  is  on  the  watch  to  fcize  on 
many  a  little  pafi  which  was  not  thought 
worth  guarding. 

Who  has  not  feen  as  reliefs  emotion 
agitate  the  features  of  an  anxbus  matron, 
while  peace  and  fame  hung  trembling  in 
doubtful  fufpence  on  the  fuccefs  of  1  Coup 
or  a  fauce,  on  which  fentence  was  about 
to  be  pronounced  by  fome  confummate 
critic,  as  could  have  been  excited  by  any 
competition  for  literary  renown,  or  any 

flruggle 


fthiggle  for  contefled  wit  ?  •  Anxiety  for 
feme  is  by  no  means  meafured  by  the  real 
value  6f  the;  object  purfued, '  but' by  the 
degree  of  eftimation  in  which  it  is  held  by 
the  purfuer.  Nor  was  the  illuftriaus  hero 
of  Greece  more  effe&ually  hindered  from 
fleeping  by  the  trophies,  of  Miltiades,  than 
many  amodifh  darafel  by  the  eclipfing  fu- 
periority  of  fotne  newer  decoration  exhi<- 
bited  by  her  more  fuccefsful  friend,  ; 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  vanity  ia 
fotne  women  which  difguifes  itfelf  under 
the  thin  viel  of  an  affected  humility ;  they 
will  accufe  themfelves  of  fome  fault  from 
which  they  are  remarkably  exempt,  and 
lament  the  want  of  fome  talent  which 
they  are  rather  notorious  for  pofTeffing* 
This  is  not  only  a  clvmfy  trap  for  praife, 
but  there  is  a  difingetiuous  intention,  by 
renouncing  a  quality  they  eminently  pof- 
fefs,  to  gain  credit  for  others  in  which 
they  are  really  deficient.  All  affe&ation 
involves  a  fpecies  of  deceit.  The  Apoftle 
when  he  enjoins,   "  not  to  think  of  our- 

"  felves 
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"  felvet  more  highly  than  we  ought/* 
does  not  exhort  Us  to  think  foffdy  of  cm* 
felves,  but  t9  think  "  feberly j"  and  it  it 
worth  obferving  that  in  this  injun&ioa 
he  does  not  ufe  the  word /peak ^  but  think* 
inferring  poffibly,  that  it  would  be  fafer 
to /peak  little  of  ourfelves  or  not  at  all ;  for 
it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  unequivocal  proof 
of  our  humility  to  talk  even  of  our  defe&s, 
that  while  we  make  fe/f  the  fubjeft,  in 
Whatever   way,  felf-love  contrives   to  be 
gratified,  and  will  even  be  content  that 
our    fauks  fhould   be   talked  of,  rather 
than  that  we  fhould  not  be  talked  of  at 
all.     Some  are  alfo  attacked  with  fuch 
proud   fits  of  humility,  that  while  they 
are  ready  to  accufe  themfelves  of  almoft 
every  fin  in  the  lump,  they  yet  take  fire  at 
the  imputation  of  the  flighted  individual 
fault ;  and  inftantly  enter  upon  their  own 
vindication  as  warmly  as  if  you,  and  not 
themfelves,    had    brought    forward    the 
charge.     The  truth  is,  they  ventured  to 
condemn  themfelves,    in  the  fuU  confi* 
3  dence 
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dene*  tfot  you  would  c.ontj&di&  their 
fetf-accu£tfion;  the  laft  thing  tbey  in* 
tended  was  that  you  fhould  believe  them, 
a*d  they  are  never  fo  much,  piqued  and 
djfippoimed  as  when  they  <a*e  taken,  at 
tfcir wordn 

Of  tip  v^ipus  (hape*  and  undefined 
forms  into  which  yaxiiby  br^nehft?  put  m. 
^#yeriaiion9-there  i*  ,ne,end.  Out  of  a 
ficftlqfr  define  to  pleafe*  grows  the.  fpuriou* 
defire  {o  ajftpfiiQi :  froiR  vanity  a$  puich  a? 
from  ^r^diulicy,  allies  that  ftro^ig  iqve  of  the 
Marvellous,  witfcf  which  the  convocation 
of  the  illradii^ated  abounds*  Hence  that 
feftdne&fpr  dealing  in,  nawatiyes  hardly 
within  the  compafs  of  poffibilfty.  Here 
vanity  has  many  fliades  o£  gratification  j 
thofc  (hades  will  be  ftropger  or  weaker* 
whether  their^laf^r  chance  to  have  been 
m  fye-witn^ft  of  the  wonder  (he  recounts; 
or  whether  (he,  claim  only  the  fecoud-hand 
igapwn  of  its  having  happened  to  her 
friend,  or  the  (till  remoter-  celebrity  of  its 
having  been  witneflfed  only  by  her  friend's 

friend : 
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Inehd:  but  even  though  that  friend  only 
siftew "  toe ,  wtiif   %htf  rcHwfabfeflcd    the 

IbiUjjtthy,  flfll  fitf^  thbuglrln  'wSSBfiSffkj* 
gree,  it  brought  into  notice,  an<fcStfteft& 
fcaii^e*lii!4^ 

•feSed  wMi  thfcwonder.  ^aw  "a;  wi,- 
*  *iV>c6*re&  thaf^^peta^^^atiiWe 
■"Mid  fiipife  V* k  would  ttt  l^tfttiiwd 
Rdiety  *o  ahftaih  tftogeA^f^^ft^Bd^ 
fcfc'ftoiies,  TrWch- though' rt^^ttby^n^^be 
IBfolutdy  fidfe,  yet  lyJn^^W^tit  the 
Verge  of  ^robabflity,  are  ip* ^W^idpeach 
the  credit  of  the  narratoi^>iif  *tam  the 
very  confdoufnefs  that  (he  i*  not  believed, 
fetches  an  increafed  eageraefe  to  depart 
(till  farther  from  the  fobernefi  of  trtith, 
£nd  induces  a  habit  of  vehement  afle» 
veration,  which  is  too  dften  Called  in  to 
help  out  a  queftionable  point  f. 

Thert 

*  The  Rdiearfal. 

f  Thit  i$  alfo  a  good  rule  in  compofilion^  •  Ai 
event*  though  it  may  a&ually  have  happened,  yet  if 

it 
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There  is  another  fhape,  and  a  very  de- 
formed fhape  it  is,  in  which  loquacious 
Vanity  (hews  itfelf ;  I  mean  the  hetraying  of 
confidence.  Though  the  ad  be  treache- 
rous, yet  the  fault,  in  the  firft  inftaaGe,  is 
not  treachery,  but  vanity.  It  does  not  fo 
Often  fpring  from  the  mifchievQUS  defire  of 
divulging  a  fecret,  as  from  the  pridp  of 
having  been  trufted  with  it.  Itis  thefe^r^t 
ipGiination  of  mixing  felf  with  whatever  is 
important.  The  fecret  woyld  he.  of  little 
value,  if  the  r^yealiqg  it  did  no,t  ferw  to 
intimate  our  connexion  with  it  \  the  plea- 
fyre  of  its  having  be? n  dppofited  with  us 
would  be  nothing,  if  others  may  rjotkfiow 
it  has  been  fo  depofited.— rWhen  we  con- 
tinue to  fee  the  variety  of  ferious  evils  this 


it  be  out  of  the  reach  of  probability,  or  contrary  to 
the;  common  courfe  of  nature,  will  feldom  be  chofcR 
a*  a  fubjedt  by  a  writer  of  good  uile;  for  he  know* 
that  a  probable  fidion  will  inhered  the  feelings  more 
than  an  unlikely  truth.  Verifimilitude  is  indeed  the 
poet's  truth,  but  the  truth  of  the  moralift  is  of  a 
gipre  ftprdj  growth. 

vol.  ii.  o  principle 
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principle  involves,  (hall  we  perfift  in  af- 
ferting  that  vanity  is  a  flender  mifchief  ? 

There  is  one  offence  committed  in  con- 
verfation  of  much  too  ferious  a  nature  to 
be  overlooked,  or  to  be  animadverted  on 
without  fortow  and  indignation :  I  mean, 
the  habitual  and  thoughtlefs  profanenefs 
of  thofe  who  are  repeatedly  invoking  their 
Maker's    name    on  occafions  the   mod 
trivial.    It  is  offenfive  in  all  its  variety  of 
afpefts ;— k  is  very  pernicious  in  its  effefts  j 
—it  is  a  growing  evil ;—  thofe  who  are 
mod  guilty  of  it,  are  from  habit  hardly 
confcious    when    they  do    it;    are  not 
aware  of  the  fin;    and  for  both  thefe 
reafons,  without  the  admonitions  of  faith- 
ful friendfhip,  little  likely  to  difcontinue  it. 
—It   is   utterly    inexcusable  ; — it  has 
none  of  the  palliatives  of  temptation  which 
other  vices    plead,  and    in   that  refpeft 
(lands  diftinguifhed  from  all  others  both 
in  its  nature  and  degree  of  guilt, — like 
many  other  fins,  however,  it  is  at  once 
caufe  and  effeft  ;  it  proceeds  from  want  of 

love 
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love  and  reverence  to  the  beft  of  Beings, 
and  caufes  that  want  both  in  themfelves 
and  others.  Yet  with  all  thofe  aggrava- 
tions, there  is,  perhaps,  hardly  any  fin  fo 
frequently  committed,  fo  feldom  repented 
of,  and  fo  little  guarded  againft.  On  the 
fcore  of  impropriety  too,  it  is  additionally 
ofienfive,  as  being  utterly  repugnant  to 
female  delicacy,  which  often  affe&s  to  be 
(hocked  at  fwearing  in  a  man.  Now  this 
{pedes  of  profanenefs  is  not  only  fwearing, 
but,  perhaps,  in  fome  refpefts,  fwearing 
of  the  worft  fort ;  as  it  is  a  dirett  breach 
of  an  exprefs  command,  and  offends 
againft  the  very  letter  of  that  law  which 
fays  in   fo  many  words,    thou  shalt 

HOT     TAKE     THE    NAME    OF    THE    LORD 

thy  God  in  vain.  It  offends  againft 
delicacy  and  good  breeding  ;  for  thofe  who 
commit  it,  little  think  of  the  pain  they 
are  infli&ing  on  the  fober  mind,  which 
is  deeply  wounded  when  it  hears  the  holy 
name  it  loves  difhonoured;  and  it  is  as 
contrary  to  good  breeding  to  give  pain,  as 

02  it 
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it  is  to  true  piety  to  be  profane.  It  is  afto- 
nifhing  that  the  refined  and  elegant  fhould 
not  reprobate  this  practice  for  its  coarfe- 
nefs  as  much  as  the  pious  abhor  it  for  its 
finfulnefs. 

I  would  endeavour  to  give  fome  faint 
idea  of  the  groffnefs  of  this  offence,  by 
an  analogy,  (oh !  how  inadequate !)  with 
which  the  feeling  heart,  even  though  not 
feafoned  with  religion,  may  be  touched* 
To  fuch  I  would  earneftly  fay  : — Suppofe 
you  had  fome  beloved  friend,— to  put  the 
cafe  ftill  more  ftrongly,  a  departed  friend 
—  a  revered  parent,  perhaps,  —  whofe 
image  never  occurs  without  awaking  in 
your  bofom  fentiments  of  tender  love  and 
lively  gratitude ;  how  would  ydu  feel  if  you 
heard  this  honoured  name  bandied  about 
with  unfeeling  familiarity  and  indecent 
levity;  or  at  bed,  thruft  into  every  paufe 
of  fpcech  as  a  vulgar  expletive  ?  Does  not 
your  affectionate  heart  recoil  at  the 
thought  ?  And  yet  the  hallowed  name  of 
your   trueft   Benefa&ar,     your   heavenly 

Father, 
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Father,  your  bed  Friend,  who  gives  you  all 
you  enjoy,  thofe  very  friends  in  whom 
you  fo  much  delight,  thofe  very  talents 
with  which  you  difhonour  him,  that  very 
fpeech  with  which  you  blafpheme  him,  is 
treated  with  an  irreverence,  a  contempt, 
a  wantonnefs,  with  which  you  cannot  bear 
the  very  thought  or  mention  of  treating  a 
human  friend.  His  name  is  impioufly, 
is  unfeelingly,  is  ungratefully  fingled  out 
as  the  objedl  of  decided  irreverence,  df 
fyftematic  contempt,  of  thoughtlefc  levity. 
It  is  ufed  indifcriminately  to  exprefs  anger, 
joy,  grief,  furprize,  impatience  ;  and  what 
is  almoft  (till  more  unpardonable  than  all, 
it  is  wantonly  ufed  as  a  mere  unmeaning 
expletive,  which,  being  excited  by  no 
temptation,  can  have  nothing  to  extenuate 
it;  which,  caufing  no  emotion,  can  hav6 
nothing  to  recommend  it,  unlefs  it  be  the 
pleafure  of  the  fin. 

.  Among  the  deep,  but  lefs  obvious  mif- 

chiefs    of  converfation,    mifreprefentation 

jnuft  not  be   overlooked.      Self-love  is 

o  3  conti- 
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continually  at  work,  to  give  to  all  we  fay 
a  bias  in  our  own  favour*  The  counter* 
a&ion  of  this  fault  fhould  be  fet  about 
in  the  earlieft  ftages  of  education.  If 
young  perfons  have  not  been  difcouraged 
in  the  natural,  but  evil,  propenfity  to 
relate  every  difpute  they  have  had  with 
others  to  their  own  advantage;  if  they 
have  not  been  trained  to  the  duty  of 
doing  juftice  even  to  thofe  with  whom 
they  are  at  variance ;  if  they  have  not 
been  led  to  aim  at  a  complete  impartiality 
in  their  little  narratives,  and  inftru&ed 
never  to  take  advantage  of  the  abfence  of 
the  other  party,  in  order  to  make  the  (lory 
lean  to  their  own  fide  more  than  the  truth 
will  ad.nit ;  how  fliall  we  in  advanced  life 
look  for  corrett  habits,  for  unprejudiced 
reprefentations,  for  fidelity,  accuracy,  and 
unbiafled  juftice  ? 

Yet,   how  often  in  fociety,    otherwife 
refpe&able,   arc  we  pained  with  narrations 
in  which  prejudice   warps,    and  felf-love 
blinds  1    How  often  do  we  fee,  that  with- 
holding 
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holding  part,  of  a  truth  anfwera  the  word: 
ends  of  a  falfehood !  How  often  regret 
the  unfair  turn  given  to  a  bufinefs,  by 
placing  a  fentiment  in  one  point  of  view, 
which  the  fpeaker  had  ufed  in  another! 
the  letter  of  truth  preferred  where  its 
fpirit  is  violated !  a  fuperftitious  exaflnefs 
fcrupuloufly  maintained  in  the  underparts 
of  a  detail,  in  order  to  imprefs  fuch  an 
idea  of  integrity  as  {hall  gain  credit,  while 
the  leading  principle  is  defignedly  mif- 
ftated !  nay,  a  new  charafter  given  to  a 
faft  by  a  different  look,  tone,  or  emphafw, 
which  alters  it  as  much  as  words  could 
have  done !  the  falfe  impreffion  of  a  fer- 
mon  conveyed,  when  we  do  not  like  the 
preacher,  or  when  through  him  we  wifli 
to  make  religion  itfelf  ridiculous!  the 
avoiding  of  literal  untruths,  while  the  mif- 
chief  is  better  effected  by  the  unfair  quota- 
tion of  a  paffage  diverted  of  its  context  j 
the  bringing  together  detached  portions 
of  a  fubjett,  and  making  thofe  parts  ludi- 
crous, when  conneded,  which  were  perfect 
04  in 
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in  their  diftinft  pofitidh!  the  iftfidkra* 
tlfe  made  of  a  fentiment  by  reprefentingit 
as  the  opinion  of  him  fcho  had  onfy 
brought  it  forward  in  order  to«expofe  it ! 
the  relating  opinions  which  had  merely 
been  put  hypothetically,  as  if  they  wer4 
the  avowed  principles  of  him  we  would 
(Jifcredit!  that  fubtle  falfehood  which  is 
fo  made  to  incorporate  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  truth,  that  the  mod  fkilfal 
moral  chemift  cannot  analyfe  or  feparate 
them !  for  a  good  mifreprefenter  knows 
that  a  fuccefsful  lie  mud  have  a  certain 
infufion  of  truth,  or  it  will  not  go  down. 
And  this  amalgamation  is  the  teft  of  his 
(kill ;  for  too  much  truth  would  defeat  the 
end  of  his  mifchief ;  and  too  little  would 
deftroy  the  belief  of  the  hearer.  All 
that  indefinable  ambiguity  and  equivoca- 
tion; all  that  prudent  deceit,  which  is 
rather  implied  than  exprefled  ;  thofe  more 
delicate  artifices  of  the  fchool  of  Loyala 
and  of  Chefterfield,  which  allow  us  when 
we  dare  not  deny  a  truth,  yet  fo  to  difguHe 

and 
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and  difcolour  it,  that  the  truth  we  iklkt 
fhall  not  refemble  the  truth  wfe  hfeafd! 
Thefe  and  all  the  thoufand  fhade&  of  firhu- 
fation  and  diflimulation  will  be  carefully 
guarded  againft  in  the  converfdtron  of  vi- 
gilant Chriftians. 

Again,  it  is  furprifing  to  mark  the  com* 
mon  deviations  from  ftridt  veracity  tohfcfi 
fpring,  not  frorti  enmity  to  truth,  -Hot  from 
intentional  deceit,  not  from  malevolence 
or  ^envy,  or  the  leaft  defign  to  injure,  but 
from  mere  levity,  habitual  inattdfttion, 
and  a  current  notion  that  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  be  correft  in  fmall  things.  But 
here  the  doftrine  of  habits  comes  in  with 
great  force,  and  in  that  vietv  no  error  is 
fmall.  The  cure  of  this  difeafe  in  its 
more  inveterate  ftages  being  next  to  im- 
poffible,  its  prevention  ought  to  be  one  of 
the  earlieft  objetts  of  education  *. 

The  grievous  fault  of  grofs  and  obvious 
detraction  which  infefts  converfation,  has 
been  fo  heavily  and  fo  juftly  condemned 

*  Sec  the  Chapter  oil  the  Ufc  of  Definitions. 

by 
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by  divines  and  moralifts,  that  the  fubjefl: 
is  exhaufted.  But  there  is  an  error  of  an 
oppofite  complexion,  which  we  have  be- 
fore noticed,  and  againft  which  the  pecu- 
liar temper  of  the  times  requires  that 
young  ladies  of  a  better  caft  fhould  be 
guarded.  From  the  narrownefs  of  their 
ownfphere  ofobfervation,  they  are  fome- 
times  addifted  to  accufe  of  uncharitable- 
nefs,  that  diftinguifliing  judgment  which, 
refulting  from  a  found  penetration  and 
a  zeal  for  truth,  forbids  perfons  of  a  very 
correct  principle  to  be  indifcriminately 
prodigal  of  commendation  without  in- 
quiry, and  without  diftin&ion.  There  is 
an  affectation  of  candour,  which  is  alinoft 
as  mifchievous  as  calumny  itfelf ;  nay,  if  it 
be  lefs  injurious  in  its  individual  applica- 
tion, it  is,  perhaps,  more  alarming  in  its 
general  principle,  as  it  lays  wafte  the 
ftrong  fences  which  feparate  good  from 
evil.  They  know  as  a  general  principle, 
(though  they  fometimes  calumniate,)  that 
calumny  is  wrong  ;  but  they  have  not  been 

told 
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told  that  flattery  is  wrong  alfo;  and  youth, 
being  apt  to  fancy  that  the  direft  contrary 
to  wrong  mud  neceffarily  be  right,  are 
apt  to  be  driven  into  violent  extremes. 
The  dread  of  being  only  fufpe&ed  of  one 
fault,  makes  them  actually  guilty  of  the 
other ;  and  to  avoid  the  charge  of  harfh- 
nefs  or  of  envy,  they  plunge  into  infince- 
.  rity  and  falfehood.  In  this  they  are  aftu- 
ated  either  by  an  unfound  judgment 
which  does  not  fee  what  is  right,  or  an 
unfound  principle  which  prefers  what  is 
wrong. 

.  In  this  age  of  high-minded  independence, 
when  our  youth  are  apt  to  fet  up  for  them- 
felves,  and  every  man  is  too  much  difpofed 
to  be  his  own  legiflator  without  looking,  as 
his  ftandard,  to  the  eftablifhed  law  of  the 
land ;  and  to  fet  up  for  his  own  divine, 
without  looking  to  the  revealed  will  of 
God — by  a  candour  equally  vicious  with 
our  vanity,  we  are  alfo  complaifantly 
led  to  give  the  latitude  we  take :  and  it  is 
become  too  frequent  a  phrafe  in  the  mouths 

of 
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of  our  tolerating  young  ladies,  when  fpcak- 
ing  of  their  more  erring  and  milled  ac- 
quaintance, to  offer  for  them  this  flimfy 
vindication,  "  that  what  they  do  is  right 
*4  if  it  appear  right  to  them ;" — "  if  tJUy 
*  fee  the  thing  in  that  light,  and  aft  up  to 
**  it  with  fincerity,  they  cannot  be  materi- 
a  ally  wrong."  But  the  ftandard  of  truth, 
juftice,  and  religion,  muft  neither  be  ele± 
rated  nor  deprefled,  in  order  to  accomin6- 
date  it  to  aftual  circumftances ;  it  muft 
never  be  lowered  to  palliate  error,  to 
juftify  folly,  or  to  vindicate  vice.  Good- 
satured  young  people  often  fpeak  favour- 
ably of  unworthy,  or  extravagantly  of  com- 
mon characters,  from  one  of  thefe  motives } 
cither  their  own  views  of  excellence  are 
low,  or  they  fpeak  refpeftfully  of  the  un- 
deferving,  to  purchafe  for  themfelves  the 
Teputation  of  tendernefs  and  generofity  { 
or  they  lavifli  unfparing  praife  on  almoft 
all  alike,  in  the  ufurious  hope  of  buying 
back  univerfal  commendation  in  return } 
or  in  thofe  captivating  charafters  in  which 

th 
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tjje  fimple  and  ipafculine  language  of 
truth  is  facrificed  to  the  jargon  of  affeft- 
ed  foftnefs;  and.  in  which  fmooth  and 
pliant  manners  are  fubftituted  for  intrinfic 
worth,  the  inexperienced  are  top  apt  to 
fafpofe  virtues,  and  to  forgive  vices.  But 
they  fhould  carefully  guard  againft  the 
error  of  making  manner  the  criterion  of 
merit,  and  of  giving  unlimited  credit  to 
grangers  for  pofleffing  every  perfe&ion, 
only  becaufe  they  bring  into  company  the 
engaging  exterior  of  urbanity  and  allur- 
ing gentlenefs.  They  fhould  alfo  remem- 
ber that  it  is  an  eafy,  but  not  an  honefl: 
way  of  obtaining  the  praife  of  candour, 
to  get  into  the  foft  and  popular  habit  of 
laying  of  all  their  acquaintance,  when 
fpeaking  of  them,  that  they  are  fo  goedf 
True  Chriftian  candour  conceals  faults, 
but  it  does  not  invent  virtues.  It  tenderly 
forbears  to  expofe  the  evil  which  may  be- 
iQqg  to  a  character,  but  it  dares  not  afcribe 
to  it  the  good  which  does  not  exift.  To 
correS  this  propenfity  to  falfe  judgment 
3  and 
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and  infincerity,  it  would  be  well  to.  bear 
in  mind,  that  while  every  good  a&ion, 
come  from  what  fource  it  may,  and  every 
good  quality,  be  it  found  in  whomfoever 
it  will,  deferves  its  fair  proportion  of  dif- 
tinft  and  willing  commendation ;  yet  no 
chara&er  is  good  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
word  which  is  not  religious. 

In  fine — to  recapitulate  what  has  been 
(aid,  with  fome  additional  hints  : — Study 
to  promote  both  intellectual  and  moral 
improvement  in  converfation;  labour  to 
bring  into  it  a  difpofition  to  bear  with 
others,  and  to  be  watchful  over  yourfelf  j 
keep  out  of  fight  any  prominent  talent 
of  your  own,  which,  if  indulged,  might 
difcourage  or  opprefs  the  feeble-minded. 
If  you  know  any  one  prefent  to  poffefs 
any  particular  weaknefs  or  infirmity,  never, 
exercife  your  wit  by  malicioufly  inventing 
occafions  which  may  lead  her  to  expofe 
or  betray  it ;  but  give  as  favourable  a 
turn  as  you  can  to  the  follies  which 
appear,  and  kindly  help  her  to  keep  the 
2  reft 
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reift  out  of  fight.  Never  gratify  your 
own  humour,  by  hazarding  what  you 
fufpe&  may  wound  any  one  prefent  in 
their  perfons,  connections,  profeffions  in 
life,  or  religious  opinions ;  and  do  not  for- 
get to  examine  whether  the  laugh  your  wit 
has  raifed  be  never  bought  at  this  expence. 
Give  credit  to  thofe  who,  without  your 
kindnefs,  will  get  none;  do  not  talk  at 
any  one  whom  you  dare  not  talk  to, 
unlefs  from  motives  in  which  the  golden 
rule  will  bear  you  out.  Seek  neither  to 
fhine  nor  to  triumph  ;  and  if  you  feek  to 
pleafe,  take  care  that  it  be  in  order  to 
convert  the  influence  you  may  gain  by 
pleafing,  to  the  good  of  others.  Cultivate 
true  politenefs,  for  it  grows  out  of  true 
principle,  and  is  confident  with  the  Gofpei 
ofChrift;  but  avoid  thofe  feigned  atten- 
tions which  are  not  ftimulated  by  good- 
will, and  thofe  ftated  profeffions  of  fond- 
nefs  which  are  not  dictated  by  efteem. 
Remember,  that  the  praife  of  being 
thought  amiable  by    ftrangers,    may    be 

bought 
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boqght  too  dear,  if  It  be  bought  at  tU 
expence  of  truth  anc1  Simplicity :  remem- 
ber, that  Simplicity  is  the  firfl  charm  id 
ipai>ner,  as  Truth  is  in  mind  ;  and  could 
Truth  make  herfelf  vifible,  fhe  woiild  ap- 
pear inyefted  in  Simplicity. 

Remember  alfo,  that  true  good  nature 
is  the  foul,  of  which  politenefs  is  only  the 
garb.      It   is    not   that   artificial   quality 
which  is  taken  up  by  many  when  they  go 
into    fociety,   in   order  to   charm    thoft 
Vf\\qm  it  is  npt   their  particular  bufinefs 
tp  pleafe;  and  is  laid   down  when   they 
return  home  to  thofe  to  whom  to  appear 
amiable  is  a   real  duty.      It  is  not  that 
fafcinating  but  deceitful  foftnefs,   which 
sfter  having  afted  over  a  hundred  fcenes 
of  the  moft  lively  fympathy  and  tender 
intereft  with   every  flight  acquaintance; 
after  having   exhausted  every   phrafe  of 
-feeling,  for  the  trivial  ficknefles  or  petty 
forrows   of  multitudes  who   are   fcarcely 
known,  leaves  it  doubtful  whether  a  grain 
of  real  feeling  or  genuine  fympathy  be 

refervecl 
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freferved  for  the  deareft  connexions ;  and 
tthich  difmifles  a  woman  to  her  immediate 
friends  with  little  affection,  and  to  het 
own  family  with  little  attachment. 

True  good-nature,  that  which  alone 
deferves  the  name,  is  not  a  holiday  orna- 
ment, but  an  every-day  habit.  It  does 
not  confift  in  fervile  complaifance,  or 
diflioneft  flattery,  or  affe&ed  fympathy, 
or  unqualified  aflent,  or  unwarrantable 
compliance,  or  eternal  fmiles.  Before  it 
can  be  allowed  to  rank  with  the  virtues, 
It  muft  be  wrought  up  from  a  humour 
into  a  principle,  from  an  occafional  dif- 
pofition  into  a  habit.  It  muft  be  the  re- 
fok  of  an  equal  and  well-governed  mind, 
not  the  ftart  of  cafual  gaiety,  the  trick 
of  defigning  vanity,  or  the  whim  of 
capricious  fondnefs.  It  is  compounded 
of  kindnefs,  forbearance,  forgivenefs,  and 
felf-denial  j  "  it  feeketh  not  its  own,"  but 
muft  be  capable  of  making  continual 
Sacrifices  of  its  own  taftes,  humours,  and 

VOL.  II.  h  felf- 
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felf-love ;  but  among  the  facrifices  it 
makes,  it  mult  never  include  its  integrity. 
Politenefs  on  the  one  hand,  and  infenfi- 
bility  on  the  other,  affume  its  name,  'and 
wear  its  honours  ;  but  they  affume  the 
honours  of  a  triumph,  without  the  merit 
of  a  viftory;  for  politenefs  fubdues  no- 
thing, and  infenfibiliry  has  nothing  to 
fubdue.  Good-nature  of  the  true  caft, 
and  under  the  foregoing  regulations,  is 
above  all  price  in  the  common  intercourfe 
of  domeflic  fociety  ;  for  an  ordinary 
quality,  which  is  conftantly  brought  into 
aftion  by  the  perpetually  recurring 
though  minute  events  of  daily  life,  is  of 
higher  value  than  more  brilliant  qualities 
which  are  more  feldoni  called  into  ufe. 
Small  pieces  of  ordinary  current  coin  are 
of  more  importance  in  the  commerce  of 
the  world  than  the  medals  of  the  anti- 
quary. And,  indeed,  Chriftianity  has  given 
that  new  turn  to  the  character  of  all 
the  virtues,  that  perhaps  it  is  the  bed 
1  teft 
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tell  of  the  excellence  of  many  that  they 
liave  little  brilliancy  in  them.  The  Chrift- 
ian  Religion  has  degraded  fome  fplendid 
qualities  from  the  rink  they  held,  and 
elevated  thofe  which  were  obfeure  into 
diftin&ion. 
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CHAP.     XV. 
On  the  Danger  of  an  tlUdireSed  Seitfibilify* 

In  confidering  the  human  charadter  witji 
a  view  to  its  improvement,  it  is  prudent  to 
endeavour  to  difcover  the  natural  bent  of 
the  mind,  and  having  found  it,  to  direft 
your  force  againft  that  fide  on  which  the 
warp  lies,  that  you  may  leflen  by  counter- 
action the  defeft  which  you  might  be  pro- 
moting, by  applying  your  aid  in  a  contrary 
direftion.  But  the  misfortune  is,  people 
who  mean  better  than  they  judge  are  apt 
to  take  up  a  fet  of  general  rules,  good  per- 
haps in  themfelves,  and  originally  gleaned 
from  experience  and  observation  on  the 
nature  of  human  things,  but  not  appli- 
cable in  all  cafes.  Thefe  rules  they  keep  bjr 
them  as  noftrums  of  univerfai  efficacy, 
which  they  therefore  often  bring  out  for 

ufe 
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«fe  in  cafes  to  which  they  do  not  apply. 
For  to  make  any  remedy  effe&ual,  it  is  not 
eaough  to  know  the  medicine,  you  muft 
ftudy  the  constitution  alfo ;  if  there  be  not 
a  congruity  between  the  two,  you  may  be 
injuring  one  patient  by  the  means  which  are 
requifite  to  raife  and  reftore  another,  whofe. 
temperament  is  of  a  contrary  defcription. 

It  is  of  importance  in  forming  the  female 
chara&er,  that  thofe  on  whom  this  talk  de- 
volves fliould  poffefs  fo  much  penetration 
as  accurately  to  difcern  the  degree  of  fen- 
Ability,  and  fo  much  judgment  as  to  ac- 
commodate the  treatment  to  the  individual 
character.  By  conftantly  ftimulating  and 
extolling  feelings  naturally  quick,  thofe 
fiseHngs  will  be  rendered  too  acute  and 
irritable.  On  the  other  hand,  a  calm 
dad.  equable  temper  will  become  obtufe 
by  the  total  want  of  excitement:  the 
former  treatment  converts  the  feelings 
into  a  fource  of  error,  agitation,  and  cala- 
mity ;  the  latter  ftarves  their  native  energy, 
deadens  the  affections,  and  produces  a  cold, 
h  3  dull, 
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dull,  felfifli  fpirit ;  for  the  human  mind 
is  an  inftrument  which  will  lofe  its  fweet- 
nefs  if  drained  too  high,  and  will  be  de- 
prived of  its  tone  and  ftrength  if  not  fu£- 
ficiently  raifed. 

It  is  cruel  to  chill  the  precious  fenfibility 
of  an  ingenuous  foul,  by  treating  with 
fupercilious  coldnefs  and  unfeeling  ridir 
cule  every  indication  of  a  warm,  tender, 
difinterefted,  and  enthufiaftic  fpirit,  as  if 
it  exhibited  fymptoms  of  a  deficiency  in 
underftanding  or  prudence.  How  many 
are  apt  to  intimate,  with  a  fmile  of 
mingled  pity  and  contempt,  in  confidering 
iuch  a  chara&er,  that  when  fhe  knows 
the  world,  that  is,  in  other  words,  when 
fhe  fhall  be  grown  cunning,  felfifh,  and 
fufpicious,  fhe  will  be  afhamed  of  her 
prefent  glow  of  honeft  warmth,  and  of 
her  lovely  fufceptibility  of  heart.  May 
fhe  never  know  the  world,  if  the  know- 
ledge of  it  muft  be  acquired  at  fuch  an 
expence!  But  to  fenfible  hearts,  every 
indication  of  genuine  feeling  will  be  dear, 

for 
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for  they  well  know  that  it  is  this  temper 
which,  by  the  guidance  of  the  Divine 
Spirit,  may  make  her  one  day  become 
more  enamoured  of  the  beauty  of  holinefs ; 
which,  with  the  cq-operation  of  principle, 
and  under  its  direction,  will  render  her  the 
lively  agent  of  Providence  in  diminifhing 
the  mifery  that  is  in  the  world;  into  which 
mifery  this  temper  will  give  her  a  quicker 
intuition  than  colder  characters  poffefs. 
It  is  this  temper  which,  when  it  is  touched 
and  purified  by  a  *c  live  coal  from  the 
«c  altar*,"  will  give  her  a  keener  tafte 
for  the  fpirit  of  religion,  and  a  quicker 
zeal  in  discharging  its  duties.  But  let 
it  be  remembered  likewife,  that  as  there 
is  no  quality  in  the  female  character  which 
more .  raifes  its  tone,  fp  there  is  none 
yrhich  will  be  fo  likely  to  endanger  the 
peace,  and  to  expofe  the  virtue  of  the 
poffeflbrj  none  which  requires  to  have 
its  luxuriancies  more  carefully  watched, 
£nd  its  wild  (hoots  more  clofely  lopped. 

*  lfaiah,  vi.  6. 

H  4  For 
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For  young  women  of  affeftious  naturally 
warm,  but  not  carefully  difciplined,  are  im 
danger  of  incurring  an  unnatural  irrita* 
bility;  and  while  their  happinefs  falls  a 
vi&im  to  the  excefs  of  uncontrolled  feel- 
ings, they  are  liable  at  the  fame  time  to 
indulge  a  vanity  of  all  others  the  moft 
prepofterous,  that  of  being  vain  of  their 
very  defeat  They  have  heard  fenfibility 
highly  commended,  without  having  heard 
any  thing  of  thofe  bounds  and  fences 
which  were  intended  to  confine  ir,  and 
without  having  been  imbued  with  that 
principle  which  would  have  given  it  a 
beneficial  direction.  Coufcious  that  they 
poflefs  the  quality  itfelf  in  the  extreme, 
and  not  aware  that  they  want  all  that 
makes  that  quality  fafe  and  delightful, 
they  plunge  headlong  into  thofe  fins  and 
miferies  from  which  they  conceitedly  and 
ignorantly  imagine,  that  not  principle  but 
coldnefs  has  preferved  the  more  fober- 
mtnded  and  well-inftru&ed  of  their  fex. 

"     Put 
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But  as  k  would  be  foreign  to  the  pre* 
feat  defign  to  expatiate  on  tbofe  criminal 
excefles  which  are  fome  of  the.fad  effefte 
of  ungoverned  paffion,  it  is  only  intended 
here  to  hazard  a  few  remarks  on  thofe 
lighter  confequences  of  it  which  confift 
ia  the  lofs  of  comfort  without  ruin  of 
ehara&er,  and  the  privation  of  much  of 
die  happinefe  of  life  without  involving  any 
very  cenfurahle  degree  of  guilt  or  difcredit* 
Let  it,  however,  be  incidentally  remarked, 
and  let  it  be  carefully  remembered,  that  if 
no  women  have  rifen  fo  high  in  the  fcale  of 
moral  excellence  as  thofe  whofe  natural 
warmth  has  been  confcientioufly  governed 
by  its  true  guide,  and  direfted  to  its  true 
end;  fo  none  have  furnifhed  fuch  de- 
plorable inftances  of  extreme  depravity  as 
thofe  who,  through  the  ignorance  or  the 
derelittion  of  principle,  have  been  aban- 
doned by  the  excefs  of  this  very  temper  to 
the#  violence  of  ungoverned  paffions  and 
uncontrolled  inclinations.  Perhaps,  if 
We  were  to  inquire  into  the  remote  caufe 

of 
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of  fome  of  the  blacked  crimes  which  ftain 
the  annals  of  mankind,  profligacy,  mur- 
der, and  efpecially  fuicide,  we  might  trace 
them  back  to  this  original  principle,  an 
ungoverned  Senfibility. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  fine  theories  in 
profe  and  verfe  to  which  this  topic  has 
given  birth,  it  will  be  found  that  very 
exquifite  fenfibility  contributes  fo  little  to 
bappinefs,  and  may  yet  be  made  to  contri- 
bute fo  much  to  ufefulnefS)  that  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  confidered  as  bellowed  for  an 
exercife  to  the  poffeflbr's  own  virtue,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  as  a  keen  inftrument 
with  which  he  may  better  work  for  the 
good  of  others. 

Women  of  this  cafl  of  mind  are  lefs 
careful  to  avoid  the  charge  of  unbounded  • 
extremes,  than  to  efcape  at  all  events  the 
imputation  of  infenfibiliry.  They  are  little 
alarmed  at  the  danger  of  exceeding,  though 
terrified  at  the  fufpicion  of  coming  Jhort,  of 
what  they  take  to  be  the  extreme  point 
of  feeling.      They  will  even  refolve  to 

prove 
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prove  the  warmth  of  their  fenfibility, 
though  at  the  expence  of  their  judgment, 
and  fometimes  alfo  of  their  juftice.  Even 
when  they  earneftly  defire  to  be  and  to  do 
right,  they  are  apt  to  employ  the  wrong 
inftrument  to  accomplifh  the  right  end. 
They  employ  the  paffions  to  do  the  work 
of  the  judgment ;  forgetting,  or  not  know* 
ing,  that  the  paffions  were  not  given  us  to 
be  ufed  in  the  fearch  and  difcovery  of  truth, 
which  is  the  office  of  a  cooler  and  more 
difcriminating  faculty  ;  but  that  they  were 
given  to  animate  us  to  warmer  zeal  in  the 
purfuit  and  practice  of  truth,  when  the 
judgment  fliall  have  pointed  out  what  is 
truth. 
Through  this  natural  warmth,  which 
•  they  have  been  juftly  told  is  fo  pleafing,  but 
which,  perhaps,  they  have  not  been  told 
will  be  continually  expofing  them  to 
peril  and  to  fuffering,  their  joys  and  for- 
rows  are  exceffive.  Of  this  extreme  irri- 
tability, as  was  before  remarked,  the  III— 
educated  learn  to  boaft  as  if  it  were  a  de- 
cided 
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cided  indication  of  fuperiarity  of  foul,  i 
ftead  of  labouring  to  reftrain  it  as  the 
cef?  of  a  temper  which  ceafes  to  be  amiable* 
when  it  is  no  longer  under  the  control  of 
the  governing  faculty.  It  is  misfortune 
enough  to  be  born  more  liable  to  fuffer 
and  to  fim^ftiosa  this  conformation  of  mind; 
it  is  too  much  to  nourifli  the  evil  by  un» 
reftsained  indulgence  ;  it  is  ftiil  worfe  to  be 
proud  of  fo  mifleading  a  quality. 

Flippancy,  impetuofity,  refentment,  and 
violence  of  fpirit,  grow  out  of  this  dif- 
pofirion,  which  will  be  rather  promoted 
than  corrected,  by  the  fyftem  of  educa- 
tion on  which  we  have  been  animad- 
verting ;  in  which  fyftem,  emotions  are 
too.  early  and  too  much  excited,  and 
taftes  and  feelings  are  confideredas  too  ex*  < 
clufively  making  up  the  whole  of  the  fe* 
male  chara&er;  in  which  the  judgment 
is  little  exercifed,  the  reafoning  powers 
are  feldom  brought  into  a&ion,  and  felf- 
knowledge  and  felf-denial  fcarccly  in- 
cluded. 

The 
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The  propenfity  of  mind  which  we  arc 
confidering,  if  unchecked,  lays  its  poffeffofs 
open  to  unjuft  prepofleffions,  and  expofes 
ihem  to  all  the  danger  of  unfounded  at- 
tachments. In  early  youth,  not  only  love 
it  firft  fight,  but  alfo  friendship,  of  the  fame 
fudden  growth,  fprings  up  from  an  ill-di- 
refted  fenfibility ;  and  in  after-life,  women 
under  the  powerful  influence  of  this  tem- 
per, confcious  that  they  have  much  to  be 
borne  with,  are  too  readily  inclined  to  fe- 
led  for  their  confidential  connections,  flex- 
ible and  flattering  companions,  who  will 
indulge  and  perhaps  admire  their  faults,  ra- 
ther than  firm  and  honed  friends,  who  wilt 
reprove  and  would  aflift  in  curing  them. 
We  may  adopt  it  as  a  general  maxim,  that 
an  obliging,  weak,  yielding,  complaifant 
friend,  full  of  fmall  attentions,  with  little 
religion,  tittle  judgment,  and  much  natural 
acquiefcence  and  civility,  is  a  mod  dange- 
rous, though  generally  a  too  much  defired 
confidante :  fhe  foothes  the  indolence,  and 
gratifies  the  vanity  of  her  friend,  by  re- 
ft eonciling 
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conciling  her  to  her  faults,  while  (he  nei-* 
ther  keeps  the  underftanding  nor  the 
virtues  of  that  friend  in  exercife ;  but 
withholds  from  her  every  ufeful  truth, 
which  by  opening  her  eyes  might  give 
her  pain-  Thefe  obfequious  qualities  are 
the  "  foft  green  *"  on  which  the  foul 
loves  to  repofe  itfelf.  But  it  is  not  a 
refreftiing  or  a  wholefome  repofe:  we 
Ihould  not  felett,  for  the  fake  of  prefent 
eafe,  a  foothing  flatterer,  who  will  lull  us ' 
into  a  pleaiing  oblivion  of  our  failings,  but 
a  friend  who,  valuing  our  foul's  health 
above  our  immediate  comfort,  will  roufe 
us  from  torpid  indulgence  to  animation, 
vigilance,  and  virtue. 

An  ill-dire&ed  fenfibility  alfo  leads  a 
woman  to  be  injudicious  and  eccentric  in 
her  charities ;  fhe  will  be  in  danger  of 
proportioning  her  bounty  to  the  imme- 
diate cfteft  which  the  diftreflcd  objeft 
produces  on  her  fenfes  :  and  fiie  will  be 

*   Burke's  «  Subline  and  Beautiful." 

more 
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more    liberal    to    a   fmall    diftrefs    pre- 
senting  itfelf  to  her  own  eyes,  than  to 
the  more  preffing  wants  and  better  claims 
of  thofe  miferies  of  which  (he  only  hears 
the  relation.     There  is  a  fort  of  ftage- 
effeft  which  fome  people  require  for  their 
charities  '>  (he  will  be  apt  alfo  to  defire, 
that  the  objeft  of  her   companion   fhall 
have   fomething  interefiing   and  amiable 
in  it,  fuch  as  (hall  furnifli  pleafing  images 
and   lively  pi&ures   to   her  imagination, 
and    engaging    fubjetts   for    defcription; 
forgetting,  that  in  her  charities,  as  well 
as  in  every  thing  elfe,  (he  is  to  be  a  "  fol- 
<c  lower  of  Him  who  pleafed  not  himfelf  j" 
forgetting,  that  the  mod  coarfe  and  dif- 
gufting  object  is  as  much  the  reprefenta- 
tive   of  Him,  who  faid,    "  Inafmuch  as 
<c  ye  do  it  to  one  of  the  lead  of  thefc,  ye 
iC  do  it  unto  me,"  as  the  mod  interefiing : 
nay,  the  more  uninviting  and  repulfive  cafes 
may   be  better  tefts  of  the  principle  on 
which    we     relieve,     than     thofe    which 
abound  in  pathos  and  intereft,  as  we  can 

have 
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have  lefs  fufpicion  of  our  motive  in  thi 
latter  cafe  than  in  the  former.     But,  white 
we  ought  to  negleft  neither  of  thefe  fup* 
pofed  cafes,  yet  the  lefs  our  feelings  are 
caught  by  pleafing  circumftances,  the  left 
will  be  the  danger  of  our  indulging  felf- 
complacency,  and  the  more  likely  (hall  w£ 
be  to  do  what  we  do  for  the  fake  of  Hint 
who  has  taught  us,  that  no  deeds  but 
what  are   performed  on    that  principle 
"  {hall  be  recompenfed  at  the  refurredtioa. 
"  of  the  juft." 

But  through  the  want  of  that  govern- 
ing principle  which  fhould  dired  hef 
fenfibility,  a  tender-hearted  woman,  whofe 
hand,  if  (he  be  aftually  furrounded  with 
fcenes  and  circumftances  to  call  it  into 
a&ion,  is 

Open  as  day  to  melting  charity  ; 

neverthelefs  may  utterly  fail  in  the  great 
and  comprehenfive  duty  of  Chriflian  love* 
for  (he  has  feelings  which  are  a&ed  upon 
folely  by  local  circumftances  and  prefent 

events. 
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events.      Only  remove  her  into  another 
fcene,  diftant  from  the  wants  (he  has  been 
relieving ;   place  her  in  the  lap  of  indul* 
gebce,   fo  entrenched  with  eafe  and  plea- 
Pure,   foimmerfed  in  the  foftnefs  of  life* 
that  diftfefs  no  longer  finds  any  accefs  to 
her  prefence,  but  through  the  faint  and 
dull  medium  of  a  diftant  representation: 
remove  her  from  the  fight  and  found  of 
that  mifery,  which,  when  prefent,  fo  ten- 
derly affedbed  her — (he  now  fofgets  that 
mifery  exifts;    as   (he  hears    but   little, 
and  fees  nothing  of  want  and  forrow,  (he 
k  ready  to  fancy  that  the  world  is  grown 
happier  than  it  was:    in  the  meantime, 
with  a  quiet  confeience  and  a  thoughtlefs 
Vanity,  (he  has  been  lavifhing  oil  fuperflui- 
ties  that  monqy  which  (he  would  cheer- 
fully have  given  to  a  charitable  cafe,  had 
flie  not  forgotten  that  any  fiich  were  ia 
exiftence,  becaufe   Pleafure  had  blocked 
up   the   avenues   through   which   mifery 
ufcd  to  find  its  way  to  her  heart  j  and 
now,  when  again  fuch  a  cafe  forces  itfelf 
vol.  iu  i  into 
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into  her  prefence,  flie  laments  with  real 
Sincerity  that  the  money  is  gone  which 
fitould  ^ave  relieved  it. 
.  In    the    meantime,     perhaps,     other 
women  of   lefs    naturaj   fympatby,    but 
whole  fympathies  are  under  better  regular 
tion,  or  who.  aft  from  a  principle  which 
requires  little  ftimulus,  have,  by  an  habi- 
tual courfe  of  felf-denial,  by.  a  constant 
determination  to  refufe  themfelves  unne- 
cefiary    indigencies,    and   by    guarding 
againft   that  diflblving  pleasure  which 
melts  down  the  firmed  virtue  that  allows 
itfelf  to  bafk  in  its  beams,  have  been  quietly 
furnifhing  a  regular  provifion  for  miferies, 
which  their  knowledge  of  the  (late  of  the 
world  teaches  them  are  everywhere  to  be 
found,  and  which  their  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God  tells  them   it  is  their  duty 
both    to    find    out    and    to   relieve;    a 
general  expectation   of   being   liable    to 
be  called  upon  for  afts  of  charity,  will 
lead  the  confeicntioufly  charitable  always 
tp  be  prepared. 

On 
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On  fuch  a  mind  as  we  have  been  de* 
fcribing,  Novelty  alfo  will  operate  with 
peculiar  force,  and  in  nothing  more  than 
in  the  article  of  charity.  Old  eftablilhed 
inftitutions,  whofe  continued  exiftence 
mull  depend  on  the  continued  bounty  of 
that  affluence  to  which  they  ow6d  their 
origin,  will  be  foraetimes  negle&ed,  as 
prefenting  no  variety  to  the  imagination, 
as  having  by  their  uniformity  ceafed  to  be 
interefting,  there  is  now  a  total  failure 
of  thofe  fprings  of  mere  fehfitive  feeling 
which  fet  the  charity  agoing,  and  thofe 
fudden  emotions  of  tendernefs  and  gufts 
of  pity,  which  once  were  felt,  mud  now 
be  excited  by  newer  forms  of  diftrefs.— 
As  age  comes  on,  that  charity  which 
has  been  the  effeft  of  mere  feeling, 
grows  cold  and  rigid ;  this  hardnefs  is 
alfo  incfeafed  by  the  frequent  difappoint- 
fnents  charity  has  experienced  in  its  too 
high  expectations  of  the  gratitude  and 
fubfequent  merit  of  thofe  it  has  re- 
lieved; and  by  withdrawing  its  bounty, 
12  becaufe 
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t>ility  is  in  danger  of  leading  iu  poffisflbrt 
A  tender  heart  and  a  warm  imagination 
confpire  to  throw  a  fort  of  radiance  round 
the  objed  of  their  love,  till  they  are 
dazzled  by  a  brightnefs  of  their  own 
creating.  The  worldly  and  fafliionable 
borrow  the  warm  language  of  fenlibiKty 
without  having  the  really  warm  feeling; 
and  young  ladies  get  fuch  a  habit  of 
faying,  and  efpecially  of  writing,  fuch 
over  obliging  and  flattering  things  to  each 
other,  that  this  mutual  politenefs,  aided 
by  the  felf-love  fo  natural  to  us  all,  and 
by  an  unwillingnefs  to  fearch  into  our  own 
hearts,  keeps  up  the  illufion,  and  we  get  a 
habit  of  taking  our  chara&er  from  the 
good  we  hear  of  ourfelves,  which  others 
aflume,  but  do  not  very  well  know,  rather 
than  from  the  evil  we  feel  in  ourfelves, 
■and  which  we  therefore  ought  to  be  tOQ 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  to  take  our 
opinion  of  ourfelves  from  what  we  hear 

from  others. 

Un- 
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Ungovferned  fenfibility  k  apt  4©  giyr 
a  wrong  dire&ion  to  its  anxieties;  and  its 
afcftiob  oftea  falls  fhort  of  the  trueend  of 
ftkndihip.  If  the  objed  of  its  regard 
happen  to  be  fick,  what  inquiries !  what 
prefcriptions  1  what  an  accumulation  M 
made  of  cafes:  in  which  the  remedy  its 
fondneik  fuggefts  has  beta  fuccefsful! 
What  an  unaffe&ed  tenderne&  for  the 
perifhing  body!  Yet  is  this  fenfibility 
equally  alive  to  the  immortal  interefts  of 
the  fufferer  ?  Is  it  not  filent  and  at  eafe 
when  it  contemplates  the  deareft  friend 
perfifting  in  opinions  effentially  dangerous ; 
in  pra&ices  unqueftionably  wrong  ?  Does 
it  not  view  all  this,  not  only  without  a 
generous  ardour  to  point  out  the  peril, 
and  refcue  the  friend ;  but  if  that  friend 
be  fuppofed  to  be  dying,  does  it  not  even 
make  it  the  criterion  of  kindnefs  to  let  her 
die  undeceived  ?  What  a  want  of  true 
fenfibility,  to  feel  for  the  pain*  but  not 
for  the  danger  of  thofe  we  love !  Now 
fee  what  fort  of  fenfibility  the  Bible 
i  4  teaches ! 
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teaches !  "  Thou  fhak  act  hate  Ay 
"  brother  in  thine  heart,  but  thou  fbalt 
«  in  any  wife  rebuke  him,  and  ihak 
<'  not  fuffer  fin  upon  him  V  But  let 
that  tendernef8  which  fhrinks  from  the 
idea  of  expofing  what  it  loves  to  a  mo- 
mentary pang,  figure  to  hfelf  the  bare 
poffibility,  that  the  objeft  of  its  own  fond 
affe&ion  may  not  be  the  objeft  of  the 
Divine  favour !  Let  it  fhrink  from  the 
bare  conje&ure,  that  "  the  familiar  friend 
"  with  whom  it  has  taken  fweet  counfel," 
is  going  down  to  the  gates  of  death,  un- 
repenting,  unprepared,  and  yet  unwarned. 
But  mere  human  fenfibility  goes  a 
fhorter  way  to  work.  Not  being  able  to 
give  its  friend  the  pain  of  hearing  her  faults 
or  of  knowing  her  danger,  it  works  itfelf 
up  into  the  quieting  delufion  that  no  dan* 
ger  exifts,  at  leaft  not  for  the  obje&s  of  its 
own  affe&ion  j  it  gratifies  itfelf  by  invent- 
ing a  falvation  fo  comprehenfive  as  fhall 
take  in  all  itfelf  loves  with  all  their  faults ; 

*  Leviticus,  xix.   17. 

it 
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it  creates  to  its  own  fond  heart  an  ideal 
and  exaggerated  divine  mercy,  which  (hall 
pardon  and  receive  all  in  whom  this  blind 
fenfibility  has  an  intereft,  whether  they  be 
good  or  whether  they  be  evil. 

In  regard  to  its  application  to  religious 
purpofes,  it  is  a  teft  that  fenfibility  has 
received  its  true  dire&ion  when  it  is  fu- 
premely  turned  to  the  love  of  God :    for 
to  poflefs  an  overflowing  fondnefs  for  our 
fellow-creatures  and  fellow^finners,  and  to 
be  cold  and  infenfible  to  the  Effence  of 
goodnefs   and   perfection,    is   an    incon- 
fiftency    to   which   the   feeling    heart  is 
awfully  liable.     God  has  himfelf  the  firft 
claim  to  the  fenfibility  he  beftowed.     €€  He 
<c  firft  lov^d  us :"    this  is  a  natural  caufe 
of  love.     "  He  loved  us  while  we  were 
cc  finners  :"    this  is  a  fupcrnatural  caufe. 
He  continues  to  love  us  though  we  negleft 
his  favours,  and  flight  his  mercies :   this 
would   wear   out    any   earthly    kindnefs. 
He  forgives  us,  not  petty  negle&s,  not 
pccafional  flights,  but  grievous  fins,  re- 
peated 


petted  offence*,  broken  v<&?&,  and  on* 
qequited  fove.  What  human  friendibip 
performs  offices  fo  calculated  to  touch  the 
fool  of  fenfibility  ? 

Thofe  young  women  in  who*  feeli&g  it 
indulged  to  the  exclufion  of  reafon  and 
examination,  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be 
the  dupes  of  prejudice,  Tafh  decifions,  and 
fclfe  judgment.  The  underftanding  hav- 
ing but  little  power  over  the  will,  their 
afie&ions  ate  not  well  poized,  and  their 
minds  are  kept  in  a  ftate  ready  to  be  afted 
upon  by  the  fluctuations  of  alternate 
impuifes;  by  fudden  and  varying  im- 
preffions ;  by  cafual  and  contradictory 
circumflances  ;  and  by  emotions  excited 
\>y  every  accident.  Inftead  of  being  guided 
Jby  the  broad  views  of  general  truth,  and 
having  one  fixed  principle,  they  are  driven 
pn  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  moment. 
./Vnd  this  impetuofity  blinds  the  judgment 
as  much  as  it  jnifleads  the  conduft ;  fo  that 
for  want  of  a  habit  of  cool  invefligation 
and  inquiry,  they  meet  every  event  with- 
3  out 
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*ttt  any  previously  formed  opforon  or  rule 
pf  afition.  And  as  they  do  not  accuftom 
themfelves  to  appreciate  the  real  value  of 
things,  their  attention  is  as  likely  to  be  led 
away  by  the  under  parts  of  a  fubjed, 
as  to  Haze  on  the  leading  feature.  The 
fame  eagernefs  of  mind  which  hinder! 
the  operation  of  the  discriminating  for 
jcuky,  leads  aUo  to  the  error  of  deter, 
mining  on  the  re&itude  of  an  a&ion  by  it$ 
fuccefs,  and  to  that  of  making  the  event 
of  an  undertaking  decide  on  its  juftice 
or  propriety :  it  alio  leads  to  that  fuper- 
ficial  and  erroneous  way  of  judging  which 
fattens  on  exceptions,  if  they  make  in  one's 
own  favour,  as  grounds  of  reafoning, 
while  they  lead  us  to  overlook  received 
and  general  rules  which  tend  to  eftablifl) 
p.  doflrine  contrary  to  oijr  wilhes. 

Open-hearted,  indifcreet  girls,  oftei| 
pick  up  a  few  ftrong  notions,  which  are 
&$  falfe  in  themfelves  as  they  are  popular 
junong  the  clafs  in  queftion:  fuch  as, 
f4  that  warm  friends  mufl  make  warm 

"  enemies  j" 
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M  enemies  ;w—that  "the  genarms  love  and 

*  hate  wit^  all  their  heart*;— that  f*  a 

*  reformed  rake  makes  the  befthufband}" 
—that  "there  is  no  medium  in  marriage* 
f  but  that  it  is  a  ftate  of  exquifite  happi- 
**  nefs  or  exquifite  mifery;"  with  many 
ether  do&rihes  of  equal  currency  and 
equal  foundnefs !  Thefe  they  confider  as 
axioms,  and  adopt  as  rules  of  life.  -From 
die  two  firft  of  thefe  oracular  layings*  girls 
are  in  no  finall  danger  of  becoming  unjuft 
through  the  very  warmth  of  their  hearts  c 
for  they  will  get  a  habit  of  making  their 
eftimate  of  the  good  or  ill  qualities  of 
others*  merely  in  proportion  to  the  greater 
or  lefs  degree  of  kindnefs  which  they 
themfelves  have  received  from  them. 
Their  eftimation  of  general  chara&er  is 
thus  formed  on  infulated  and  partial 
grounds;  on  the  accidental  circuniftance 
of  perfonal  predilection  or  perfonal  pique. 
Kindnefs  to  themfelves  or  their  friends  in- 
volves  all  poflible  excellence ;  negleft,  all 
imaginable  defefts.  Friendfhip  and  grati- 
tude 
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tilde  can  and  fhould  go  a  great  way ;  but 
as  they  cannot  convert  vice  into  virtue,  fa 
they  ought  never  to  convert  truth  inta 
feifehood.  And  it  may  be  the  more 
neceflary  to  be  upon  our  guard  in  this 
mftance,  becaufe  the  very  idea  of  gratitude 
may  miflead  us,  by  converting  injuftice 
into  the  femblance  of  a  virtue.  Warm 
expreflions  fhould  therefore  be  limited 
to  the  conveying  a  fenfe  of  our  own 
individual  obligations  which  are  realj 
rather  than  employed  to  give  an  impreflion 
of  general  excellence  in  the  perfon  who 
has  obliged  us,  which  may  be  imaginary. 
A  good  man  is  ftill  good,  though  it  may 
not  have  fallen  in  his  way  to  oblige  or 
ferve  us9  nay,  though  he  may  have  ne- 
glefted,  or  even  unintentionally  hurt  us : 
and  fin  is  ftill  fin,  though  committed  by 
the  perfon  in  the  world  to  whom  we  are 
the  moft  obliged,  and  whom  we  molt  love. 
We  come  next  to  that  fatal  and  moft 
indelicate,  nay  grofs  maxim,  that  "  a  re- 
*  formed  rake  makes  the  beft  hufband  $" 
i  an 
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an  aphorifm  to  which  the  principles  and  tfaf 
happinefs  of  fo  many  young  women  have 
been  lacrificed*  It  goes  upon  the  pre* 
pofterous  fuppofition,  not  only  that  efiefts 
do  not  follow  caufes,  but  that  they  oppofe 
them;  on  the  fuppofition,  that  habitual 
▼ice  creates  rettitude  of  character,  and 
that  (in  produces  happinefs :  thus  flatly 
contradi&ing  what  the  moral  government 
of  God  uniformly  exhibits  in  the  courfe  of 
human  events,  and  what  Revelation  fo 
evidently  and  univerfally  teaches. 

For  it  fhould  be  obferved,  that  tho 
reformation  is  generally,  if  not  always 
fuppofed  to  be  brought  about  by  the  all- 
Conquering  force  of  female  charms*  Let 
but  a  profligate  young  man  have  a  point 
to  carry  by  winning  the  afle&ions  of  a 
vain  and  thoughtlefs  girl;  he  will  begin 
his  attack  upon  her  heart  by  undermining 
her  religious  principles,  and  artfully  re- 
moving every  impediment  which  might 
have  obftru&ed  her  receiving  the  ad* 
drefles  of  a  man  without  charafter,    And 

while 
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while  he  will  lead  her  not  to  hear  with- 
out ridicule  the  mention  of  that  change  of 
heart  which  Scripture  teaches  and  experi- 
ence proves  that  the  power  of  Divine  grace 
can  work  on  a  vicious  charader;  while 
he  will  teach  her  to  fneer  at  a  change 
which  he  would  treat  with  contempt,  be* 
caufe  he  denies  the  poffibility  of  fo  ftrange 
and  miraculous  a  converfion  j  yet  he  will 
not  fcruple  to  fwear,  that  the  power  of 
her  beauty  has  worked  a  revolution  in  his 
own  loofe  practices  which  is  equally  com* 
plete  and  inftantaneous. 

But  fuppofing  it  poffible  that  his  re- 
formation were  genuine,  it  would  even 
then  by  no  means  involve  the  truth  of 
her  propofition,  that  paft  libertinifm  in* 
fures  future  felicity;  yet  many  a  weak 
girl,  confirmed  in  this  palatable  do&rine 
by  examples  flie  has  frequently  admired 
of  thofe  furprifing  reformations  fo  con* 
veniently  effected  in  the  laft  fcene  of  mod 
of  our  comedies,  has  not  fcrupled  to  riik 
her  earthly  and.  eternal  happinefs  with  a 
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man,  who  is  not  afhamed  to  afcribe  to'&t 
influence  of  her  beauty  that  power  of 
changing  the  heart  which  he  impioufiy 
denies  to  Omnipotence  itfelf* 

A8  to  the  laft  of  thefe  practical  apho* 
tifins,  that  "  there  is  no  medium  in 
"  marriage,  but  that  it  is  a  ftate  of  ex* 
"  quifite  happinefs  or  exquifite  mifery  \" 
this,  though  not  equally  (infill,  is  equally 
delufive :  for  marriage  is  only  one  modi* 
fication  of  human  life,  and  human  life  is 
not  commonly  in  itfelf  a  ftate  of  exquifite 
extremes;  but  is  for  the  mdft  part  that 
mixed  and  moderate  ftate,  fo  naturally 
dreaded  by  thofe  who  fet  out  with  fancy* 
ing  this  world  a  ftate  of  rapture,  and  fo 
naturally  expeded  by  thofe  who  know  it 
to  be  a  ftate  of  probation  and  difcipline* 
Marriage,  therefore,  is  only  one  condition, 
and  often  the  beft  conditon,  of  that  im~ 
perfeQ.  ftate  of  being  which,  though 
/eldom  very  exquifite,  is  often  very  toler* 
able;  and  which  may  yield  much  com* 
fort  to  thofe  who  do  not  look  for  conftant 

tranfport. 
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tranfport*  But  unfortunately,  thofe  who 
find  themfelves  difappointed  of  the  un* 
ceafing  raptures  they  had  anticipated  in 
marriage,  difdaining  to  fit  down  with  fo 
poor  a  provifion  as  comfort,  and  fcorning 
the  acceptance  of  that  moderate  lot  which 
Providence  commonly  beftows  with  a 
view  to  check  defpondency  and  to  repref* 
prefumption;  give  themfelves  up  to  the 
other  alternative;  and,  by  abandoning 
their  hearts  to  difcontent,  make  to  them- 
felves that  mifery  with  which  their  fervid 
imaginations  had  filled  the  oppofite  fcale. 

The  truth  is,  thefc  young  ladies  are 
very  apt  to  pick  up  their  opinions,  lefs 
from  the  divines  than  the  poets ;  and 
the  poets,  though  it  muft  be  confeffed 
they  are  fome  of  the  beft  embellifhers  of 
life,  are  not  quite  the  fafeft  conductors 
through  it.  In  travelling  through  a  wii- 
dernefs,  though  we  avail  ourfelves  of  the 
harmony  of  finging-birds  to  render  the 
grove  delightful,  yet  we  never  think  of 

vol.  11.  k  following 
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following  them  as  guides  to  conduit  u9 
through  its  labyrinths. 

Thofe  women,  in  whom  the  natural 
defefts  of  a  warm  temper  have  been: 
ftrengthened  by  an  education  which  fofters 
their  faults,  are  very  dextrous  in  availing 
themfelves  of  a  hint,  when  it  favours  a 
wiling  inclination,  foothes  vanity,  indulges 
indolence,  or  gratifies  their  love  of  power. 
They  have  heard  fo  often  from  their 
favourite  fentimental  authors,  and  their 
more  flattering  male  friends,  "  that  when 
"  Nature  denied  them  ftrength,  fhe  gave 
u  them  fafcinating  graces  in  compenfa- 
"  tion ;  that  their  ftrength  confifts  in  their 
"  weaknefs ;"  and  that  "  they  are  en- 
a  do  wed  with  arts  of  peifuafion  which 
€*  fupply  the  abfence  of  force,  and  the 
<c  place  of  reafon ;"  that  they  learn,  ia 
time,  to  pride  themfelves  on  that  very 
weaknefs,  and  to  become  vain  of  their 
imperfe&ions ;  till  at  length  they  begin 
to  claim  for  their  defefts,  not  only  pardon* 

but 
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but  admiration-    Hence  they  get  to  cherifl* 
a  fpecies  of  feeling  which,  if  not  checked* 
terminates  in  exceffive  felfiflinefs;    they 
learn  to  produce  their  inability  to  bear 
contradi&ion  as  a  proof  of  their  tender* 
jiefs ;  and  to  indulge  in  that  fort  of  irri- 
tability in  all  that  relates  to  themfelves*  . 
which  inevitably  leads  to  the  utter  ex> 
clufion  of  all  intereft  in  the  fufferings  of 
others.    Inftead  of  exercifing  their  fen* 
Ability  in  the  wholefome  duty  of  relieving 
diftrefs  and  vifiting  fcenes  of  forrow,  that 
fenfibility  itfelf  is  pleaded  as  a  reafon  for 
their  not  being  able  to  endure  fights  df 
woe,    and  for    fhunning  the   diftrefs   it 
fliould  be  exerted   in   removing.     That 
exquifite  fenfe  of  feeling  which  God  im- 
planted   in  the  heart   as  a  flimulus  to 
quicken  us  in  relieving  the  miferies  of 
others,  is  thus  introverted,  and  learns  to 
confider  felf  not  as  the  agent,  but  the 
objeft  of  compaffion.    Tendernefs  is  made 
an  excufe  for  being  hard-hearted ;    and 
inftead    of  drying  the  weeping   eyes  of 
k  2  others, 
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following  them  as  guides  to  coodoft  otf 
through  its  labyrinths. 

Thofe  women,   in  whom  tfee  natimt 
defe&s    of  a  warm   temper   have  beta 
^lengthened  by  an  education  which  fofter* 
their  faulty  are  very  dextrous  m  availing 
themfelves  of  a  hint,  when  it  favours  a- 
suling  inclination,  foothes  vanity,  indulges 
indolence,  or  gratifies  their  love  of  power* 
They  have   heard    fo    often  from  their 
favourite  fentimental  authors,  and  their 
more  flattering  male  friends,  "  that  when 
"  Nature  denied  them  ftrength,  (he  gave. 
M  them  fafcinating  graces  in  compenfa- 
"  tion  j  that  their  ftrength  copfifts  in  their 
"  weaknefs;"  and  that  cc  they  are  ea- 
44  dowed  with  arts  of  peifuafioa  which 
€*  fupply  the  abfence  of  force,  and  the 
"  place  of  reafon ;"  that  they  learn,  in 
time,  to  pride  themfelves  on  th?t  very 
weaknefs,  and  to  become  vain  of  their 
imperfections;   till  at  length   they  begin 
to  claim  for  their  defetts,  not  only  pardon^ 

but 
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but  admiration-    Hence  they  get  to  cherifl* 
a  fpecies  of  feeling  which,  if  not  checked* 
terminates  in  exceffive  felfifhnefs;    they 
learn  to  produce  their  inability  to  bear 
contradi&ion  as  a  proof  of  their  tender- 
jiefs  ;  and  to  indulge  in  that  fort  of  irri- 
tability in  all  that  relates  to  themfelves*  > 
which  inevitably  leads  to  the  utter  ex> 
clufion  of  all  intereft  in  the  fufferings  of 
others*    Inftead  of  exercifing  their  fen* 
fibility  in  the  wholefome  duty  of  relieving 
diftrefs  and  vifiting  fcenes  of  forrow,  that 
fenfibility  itfelf  is  pleaded  as  a  reafon  for 
their  not  being  able  to  endure  fights  df 
woe,    and  for    fhunning  the   diftrefs   it 
ihould  be  exerted   in  removing.     That 
exquifite  fenfe  of  feeling  which  God  im- 
planted   in  the  heart   as  a  flimulus  to 
quicken  us  in  relieving  the  miferies  of 
others,  is  thus  introverted,  and  learns  to 
confider  felf  not  as  the  agent,  but  the 
ebjett  of  compaflion.    Tendernefs  is  made 
an  excufe  for  being  hard-hearted ;    and 
inftead    of  drying  the  weeping  eyes  of 
k  2  others, 
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others,  this  felfe  delicacy  referves  fa 
felfifh  and  ready  tears  for  the  more 
elegant 'and  lefs  expenflve  forrows  of 
the  melting  novel  or  the  pathetic  tra- 
gedy. 

When  feeling  ftimuktes  only  to  felf- 
indulgence;  when  the  more  exquifite  affec- 
tions of  fym^athy  and  pity  evaporate  in 
Sentiment,  inftead  of  flowing  out  in  aftive 
charity,  and  affording  afliftance,  protefiion, 
or  confolation  to  every  fpecies  of  diftrefs 
within  its  reach ;  it  is  an  evidence  than  the 
feeling  is  of  a  fpurious  kind ;  and  inftead 
of  being  nouriflied  as  an  amiable  tender* 
nefs,  it  fhould  be  Xubdued  as  a  fond  and 
bafe  felf-love. 

That  idlenefs,  to  whofe  cruel  Inroads 
many  women  of  fortune  are  unhappily 
expofed,  from  not  having  been  trained  to 
confider  wholefome  occupation,  vigorous 
exertion,  and  fyftematic  employment,  as 
making  part  of  the  indifpenfable  duties 
of  life,  lays  them  open  to  a  thoufand  evite 
of  this  kii&d,  from  which  the  ufeful  and 
■2  the 
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the  bufy  are  exempted ;  and,  perhaps,  k 
would  not  be  eafy  to  find  a  more  pitiable 
objeft  than  a  womaii  with  a  great  deal 
of  time  and  a  great  deal  of  money  on 
her  hands,  who,  never  having  been  taught 
the  confcientious  ufe  of  either,  fquanders 
both  at  random,  or  rather  moulders  both 
away,  without  plan,  without  principle, 
and  without  pleafure :  all  whofe  proje&a 
begin  and  terminate  in  felf ;  who  con- 
fiders  the  reft  of  the  world  only  as  they 
may  be  fubfervient  to  her  gratification ; 
and  to  whom  it  never  occurred,  that  both 
her  time  and  money  were  given  for  the 
gratification  and  good  of  others. 

It  is  not  much  to 'the  credit  of  the 
other  fex,  that  they  now  and  then  lend 
themfelves  to  the  indulgence  of  this  felfifh 
fpirit  in  their  wives,  and  cherifli  by  a  kind 
of  falfe  fondnefs  thofe  faults  which  fhould 
be  combated  by  good  fenfe  and  a  reafon- 
able  counteraction :  flothfully  preferring 
a  little  falfe  peace,  the  purchafe  of  pre-; 
carious  quiet,  and  the  reputation  of  good- 
k  3  nature, 
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•atuicy  to  the  higher  doty  <*  fimnfag 
the  mmd,  fixing  the  principles,  and 
ftrengtbe&ing  .the  character  of  her  with 
whom  they  ^e  connected.  Perhaps  too, 
9  little  vanity  in  the  hufband  helps  out 
jbis  good-nature ;  he  fecretly  rewards  himr 
ffelf  for  his  facrifice  by  the  coufcioufiieis  of 
fcis  Aiperiority;  he  feels  a  felf-complacency 
}n  his  patient  condefcenfiou  to  her  weak- 
nefc,  which  tacitly  flatters  his  own  ftrengtht 
and  he  is,  as  it  were,  paid  for  (looping,  by 
the  increafed  fenfe  of  his  own  tallnefs* 
Beetfcg  alfp,  perhaps,  but  little  of  other 
women,  he  gets  to  believe  that  they  are 
all  pretty  much  alike,  and  that,  as  a  man 
of  fenfe9  he  rauft  content  himfelf  with 
What  he  takes  to  be  the  common  lot. 
Whereas,  in  truth,  by  his  mifplaeed  in« 
JMgence,  he  has  rather  made  his  own  lot 
than  drawn  it ;  and  thus,  through  an  in* 
dolent  defpair  in  the  hufband  of  being  able 
to  effeft  any  improvement  by  oppofition, 
and  through  the  want  of  that  found  affec- 
tion which  labours  to:  improve  and  exalt 
x  the 
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the  chancier  of  its  objeft j  it  happens,  thai 
&any  a  hdplefs,  fretful,  and  daudling 
wife  acquires  a  more  powerful  afcendancjr 
than  the  mod  difcreet  and  amiable  woman  J 
and  that  the  mod  abfolute  female  tyranny 
is  eftabliflied  by  thefe  fickly  and  capricious 
humours* 

The  poets  again,  who,  to  do  them 
juftice,  are  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  when  any  mifchief  is  to  be  done, 
have  contributed  their  full  fhare  towards 
confirming  thefe  feminine  follies:  they 
have  ftrengthened  by  adulatory  maxims, 
iung  in  feducing  (trains,  thofe  faults 
which  their  talents  and  their  influence 
fhould  have  been  employed  in  corre&ing. 
By  fair  and  youthful  females  an  argument, 
drawn  from  found  experience  and  real 
life,  is  commonly  repelled  by  a  ftanza } 
and  a  couplet  is  confidered  as  nearly  oi 
the  fame  validity  with  a  text.  When 
ladies  are  complimented  with  being 

Fine  by  defe&  and  delicately  weak  ! 

is  not  a  ftandard  of  fecblenef*  held  out  to 
k  4  them, 
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them,  to  which  vanity  will  gUfdiy  refott, 
and  to  which  fbftnefs  and  indolence  can 
cafily  aft  up,  or  rather  aS  doumrii  I.  may 
be  allowed  the  expreffion  ? 

When  ladies  are  told  by  the  fame 
mifleading,  but  to  them  high,  authority, 
that  "  fmiles  and  tears  are  the  irrefiftible 
<c  arms  with  which  Nature  has  furaiftied 
"  the  weak  for  conquering  the  ftrong," 
will  they  not  eagerly  fly  to  this  cheap  and 
ready  artillery,  inftead  of  labouring  to 
furnifh  themfelyes  with  a  reafonable  mind, 
an  equable  temper,  and  a  meek  and  quiet 
fpirit  ? 

Every  animal  is  endowed  by  Providence 
with  the  peculiar  powers  adapted  to  its 
nature  and  its  wants  ;  while  none,  except 
the  human,  by  grafting  art  on  natural 
fagacity,  injures  or  mars  the  gift.  Spoilt 
women,  who  fancy  there  is  fomething 
more  picquant  and  alluring  in  the  mutual 
graces  of  caprice,  than  in  the  monotonous 
finoothnefs  of  an  even  temper,  and  who 
alio  having  heard  much,  as  was  obferved 

before, 
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.before,  about  their  "  amiable  weaknefs," 
learn  to  look  about  them  for  the  bed 
fuccedaneum  to'  ftrength,  the  fuppofed 
abfence  of  which  they  fometimes  endea- 
vour to  fupply  by  artifice.  By  this  engine 
the  weakeft  woman  frequently  fufnifhes 
the  converfe  to  the  famous  reply  of  the 
French  minifter,  who,  when  he  was  ac- 
cufed  of  governing  the  mind  of  that  feeble 
Queen  Mary  de  Medicis  by  forcery, 
replied,  "that  the  only  forcery  he  had 
"  ufed,  was  that  influence  which  ftrong 
"  minds  naturally  have  over  weak  ones.^ 

But  though  it  be  fair  fo  to  ftudy  the 
tempers,  defe&s,  and  weaknefles  of  others, 
as  to  convert  our  knowledge  of  them 
to  the  promotion  of  their  benefit  and  our 
own ;  and  though  it  be  making  a  lawful 
ufe  of  our  penetration  to  avail  ourfelve* 
of  the  faults  of  others  for  "  their  good  to 
"  edification;"  yet  all  deviations  from 
the  ftraight  line  of  truth  and  fimplicity  j 
every  plot  infidioufly  to  turn  influence  to 
unfair  account ;  all  contrivances  to  extort 

from 
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frbm  i  bribed  compbtfanccwhat  radbh 
and  juftice  would  refufe  to  6ur  wHbea; 
ihefe  are  fome  of  the  operations  <jf  th*t 
Joweft  and  moil  defpicable  engine,  felfiflt 
running,  by  which  little .  minds  fomttimes 
pwrm  great  tnes* 

And  unluckily,  women  from  their 
natural  defirt  to  pleafe,  and  from  their 
4bmetifneg  doubting  by  what  meant  this 
grand  jend  may  be  bed  effected,  are  in 
|ndre  danger  of  being  led  into  dUfimulat 
pon  than  men;  for  diffimuiation  is  the 
refult  of  weakne&;  it  is  the  refuge  of  doubt 
tftd  diftruft,  rather  than  of  confcious 
ftrength,  the  daggers  of  which  lie  another 
way.  Franknefs,  truths  and  fimpUcity, 
therefore,  as  they  are  ineipreffiWy  charm* 
ing,  fo  are  they  peculiarly  commendable  in 
women,  and  nobly  evince  that  while  the 
poffeflbrs  of  them  wifh  to  pleafe,  (and  why 
ftould  they  not  wHh  it  ?)  they  difdain  to 
Jiave  recourfe  to  any  thing  but  what  is  fair, 
and  juft,  and  honourable  to  effect  it ;  that 
they  fcorn  to  attain  the  moil  defired  end 

by 
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by  any  but  the  mod  lawful  means.  The 
beauty  of  fimplicity  is  indeed  fo  intimately 
felt  and  generally  acknowledged  by  all  who 
have  a  true  tafte  for  pevfon^l,  moral,  or 
intellectual  beauty,  that  women  of  the 
deepefl  artifice  often  find  their  account  in 
affuming  an  exterior  the  mod  foreign  to 
their  character,  and  by  affedting  the  mpft 
ftudied  ndiveti.  It  is  curious  to  fee  the 
quantity  of  art  fome  people  put  in  pra&ice 
in  order  to  appear  natural ;  and  the  deep 
dtfign  which  is  fet  at  work  to  exhibits/fa^ 
flicity.  And  indeed  this  feigned  fimplicity 
is  the  moft  mifcbievous,  becaufe  the  moft 
engaging  of  all  the  Proteus  forms  which 
diffimulation  can  put  on.  For  the  moft 
free  and  bold  fentiments  have  been  fomei 
times  hazarded  with  fatal  fuccefs  under  this 
unfufpe&ed  mafk,  And  an  innocent,  quietf 
indolent,  artlefs  manner,  has  been  adopted 
as  the  moft  refined  and  fuccefsful  accom- 
paniment of  fentiments,  ideas,  and  defigag; 
peither  artlefs,  quiet,  nor  innocent* 
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On  di/fipation,  and  the  modern  habits  of 
fajhionable  life. 

Jt  erhaps  the  interefts  of  true  friendftiip, 
elegant  conversation,  mental  improvement, 
focial  pleafure,  maternal  duty,  and  conju- 
gal comfort,  never  received  fuch  a  blow 
as  when  Fafliion  iffued  out  that  arbitrary 
and  univerfal  decree,  that  every  body  muji  be 
acquainted  with  every  body  ;  together  with 
that  confequent,  authoritative,  but  rather 
inconvenient  claufe,  that  every  body  muji 
alfo  go  every  where  every  night.  The  im- 
plicit and  devout  obedience  paid  to  this 
law  is  incompatible  with  the  very  being  of 
fnendfhip ;  for  as  the  circle  of  acquaint- 
ance expands,  and  it  will  be  continually 
expanding,  thevafFe&ions  will  be  beaten 
out  into  fuch  thin  lamina  as  to  leave  little 
folidity  remaining.     The  heart  which  is 

conti- 
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continually  exhaufting  itfelf  in  profeffions 
grows  cold  and  hard.  The  feelings  of 
kindnefs  diminifh  in  proportion  as  the  ex- 
preflion  of  it  becomes  more  diffufe  and  in- 
discriminate. The  very  traces  of  "  fimpli- 
<c  city  and  godly  fincerity,"  in  a  delicate 
female,  wear  away  imperceptibly  by  con* 
jtant  collifion  with  the  world  at  large. 
And  perhaps  no  woman  takes  fo  little 
intereft  in  the  happinefs  of  her  real  friends, 
as  (he  whofe  affections  are  inceflantly  eva- 
porating in  univerfal  civilities  ;  as  fhe  who 
is  faying  fond  and  flattering  things  at  ran- 
dom to  a  circle  of  five  hundred  people 
every  night. 

The  decline  and  fall  of  animated  and 
inftruttive  converfation  has  been  in  a  good 
meafure  effe&ed  by  this  barbarous  project 
of  ^ffembling  en  majfe.  An  excellent  pre- 
late*, with  whofe  friendfliip  the  author  was 
long  honoured,  and  who  himfelf  excelled 
in  the  art  of  converfation,  ufed  to  remark, 
that   a  few  years  had  brought  about   a 

*  The  late  Bifhop  Home. 

great 
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great  revolution  in  the  manners  of  focfety  f 
thattitufed  to  be  the  cuftom,  prerioufly 
to  going  into  company,  to  think  that 
ibthething  was  to  be  communicated  or 
received,  taught  or  learnt;  that  the  powers 
of  the  nnderftanding  were  expefted  to 
be  brought  into  exercife,  and  that  it  waa 
therefore  neceffary  to  quicken  the  mind, 
by  reading  and  thinking,  for  the  fhare  the 
individual  might  be  expetted  to  take  in  the 
general  difcourfe;  but  that  now,  know* 
ledge,  and  tafte,  and  wit,  and  erudition, 
feemed  to  be  fcarcely  confidered  as  necef- 
fary materials  to  be  brought  into  the  plea* 
furable  commerce  of  the  world ;  becaufe 
now  there  was  little  chance  of  turning  them 
to  much  account ;  and  therefore  he  who 
poflefled  them,  and  he  who  pofleffed  them 
not,  were  nearly  on  a  footing. 

It  is  obvious  alio  that  multitudinous 
aflemblies  arc  fo  little  favourable  to  thar 
cheerfulncfs  which  it  fhould  fcem  to  be  thtir 
very  end  to  promote,  that  if  there  were 
anv  chemical  procefs  by  which  the  quantum 

of 
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of  fpirits  animal  or  intelle&ual  could  be 
ascertained,  the  diminution  would  be  found 
to  have  been  inconceivably  great,  fince  the 
transformation  of  man  and  woman  from  a 
focial  to  a  gregarious  animal. 

But  if  it  be  true  that  friendfhip,  fociety, 
arcd  cheerfulnefs,  have  fuftained  fo  much  in* 
jury  by  this,  change  of  manners,  how  much 
more  pointedly  does  the  remark  apply  to 
family  happinefs. 

Notwithstanding  the  known  flu&uation 
of  manners  and  the  mutability  of  language, 
coulfl  it  be  fbrefeen,  when  the  Apoftle 
Paul  exhorted  "  married  women  to  be 
"  keepers  at  borne,*1  that  the  time  would 
arrive  when  that  very  phrafe  would  be 
fele&ed  to  defignate  one  of  the  mod: 
decided  atts  of  diflipation  ?  Could  it  be 
forefeen  that  when  a  fine  lady  fhould  fend 
out  a  notification  that  on  fueh  a  night  fhe 
(hall  be  at  home,  thefe  two  fignificant 
words  (befides  intimating  the  rarity  of  the 
thing)  would  prefent  to  the  mind  an  image 
the  moil  undenwjiic  which  language  can, 

convey  ? 
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convey?  Could  it  be  anticipated  that 
the  event  of  one  lady's  being  at  borne  could 
only  be  effedted  by  the  univerfal  concur- 
rence of  all  her  acquaintance  to  be  abroad? 
That  fo  fimple  an  ad  (hould  require  fuch 
complicated  co-operation?  And  that  the 
report  that  one  perfon  would  be  found  in 
her  own  houfe  fliould  operate  with  fuch 
an  electric  force  as  to  empty  the  houfes  of 
all  her  friends  ? 

My  country  readers,  who  may  require 
to  have  it  explained  that  thefe  two  magne- 
tic words  at  home^  now  poflefs  the  power* 
ful  influence  of  drawing  together  every 
xhmgjinc  within  the  fphere  of  their  attrac- 
tion, may  need  alfo  to  be  apprized,  that 
the  guefts  afterwards  are  not  aiked  what  was 
/aid  by  the  company,  but  whether  the 
crowd  was  prodigious,  the  rule  for  de- 
ciding on  the  merit  of  a  faihionable  fociety 
not  being  by  the  tafte  or  the  fpirit,  but  by 
the/core  and  the  hundred.  The  queftion 
of  pleafure,  like  a  parliamentary  queftion, 
is  now  carried  by  numbers.     And  when 

two 
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fettro  parties  modiih,  like  two  parties  poli- 
'kical,  arc  run  orie  againft  another  on  the 
iaune  night,  the  fame  kind  of  mortification 
attends  the  leader  of  a  defeated  minority, 
the  fame  triumph   attends   the   exulting 
^carrier  of  ftiperior  numbers,  in  the  one 
cafe  as  in  the  other*    The  fcale  of  enjoy- 
ment is  rated  by  the  meafure  of  fatigue, 
and  the  quantity  of  inconvenience  furniflies 
the  ftandard  of  gratification  :  the  fraall- 
nefs  of  the  dimenfions  to  which  each  per- 
iod is  limited  on  account  of  the  multi- 
tudes which  mud  divide  among  them  a 
certain  given  fpace,  adds  to  the  fum  total 
of  general  delight ;  the  aggregate  of  plea- 
fare  is  produced  by  the  proportion  of  ip- 
dividual  fuffering;  and  not  till  every  gueft 
feels  herfelf  in  the  ftate  of  a  cat  in  an  ex- 
haufted  receiver,  does  the  delighted  hoftefs 
attain  the  confummation  of  that  renown 
which  is  derived  from  fuch  overflowing 
rooms  as  fliall  throw  all  her  competitors 
at  a  difgraceful  diftancc. 

vol.  ii.  l  An 
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c3nty  of  funufhmg  aliment  to  the  mere  ani- 
xjaal  life,  allows  her  to  defert  her  pod  when 
trhe  more  important  moral  and  intelle&ual 
cravings  require  fuftenance  ?     This  great 
objedk  is  not  to  be  effe&ed  with  the  fhreds 
snd  parings  rounded  off  from  the  circle  of 
a  diflipated  life ;  but  in  order  to  its  ade- 
quate execution,  the  mother  fhould  carry 
it  on  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  perfeverance 
at  home,  which  the  father  thinks  it  necef- 
fary  to  be  exerting  abroad  in  his  public 
duty  or  profeffional  engagements. 

The  ufual  vindication  (and  in  theory 
it  has  a  plaufible  found)  which  has  been 
offered  for  the  large  portion  of  time  fpent 
by  women  in  acquiring  ornamental  talents 
is,  that  they  are  calculated  to  make  the 
pofleflbr  love  home,  and  that  they  in- 
nocently fill  up  the  hours  of  leifure.  The 
plea  has  indeed  fo  promifing  an  appear- 
ance, that  it  is  worth  inquiring  whether  it 
be  in  fatt  true.  Do  we  then,  on  fairly 
purfuing  the  inquiry,  difcover  that  thofo 
who  have  fpent  mod  time  in  fuch  light 
l  2  acqui/i- 
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acquifitions,  are  really  remarkable  for  fop 
ing  home  or  flaying  quietly  there  ?  or  th$t 
when  there,  they  are  fedubus  ia  turn', 
ing  time  to  the  beft  account  ?  I  fpeak  not 
of  that  rational  and  refpe&abte  chfs  of 
women,  who,  applying  (as  many  of  them 
do)  thefe  elegant  talents  to  their  true  pur- 
pofe,  employ  diem  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
of  better  occupations,  and  to  embeUifh  the 
leifure  of  a  life  actively  good.  But  do 
we  generally  fee  that  even  the  molt  valu- 
able and  fober  part  of  the  reigning  female 
acquifitions  leads  their  poffeffor  to  fcenes 
moft  favourable  to  the  enjoyment  of  them? 
to  fcenes  which  we  fhould  naturally  fup- 
pofe  fhe  would  feek,  in  order  to  the  more 
effectual  cultivation  of  fuch  rational  plea* 
fares? 

Would  not  thofe  delightful  purfuits, 
botany  and  drawing,  for  inftance,  feew 
likely  to  court  the  fields,  the  woods,  and 
gardens  of  the  paternal  feat,  as  more  con- 
genial to  their  nature,  and  more  appro- 
priate to  their  exercife,  than  barren  water- 
ing 
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ing  places,  deftitute  of  a  tree,  or  an  herb, 
or  a  flower,  and  not  affording  an  hour's 
interval  from  fucceflive  pleafures,  to  profit 
by  the  fcene  even  if  it  abounded  with  the 
"whole  vegetable  world,  from  the  "  Cedar 
*c  of  Lebandn  to  the  Hyffop  on  the  wall/* 

From  the  mention  of  watering  places, 
may  the  author  be  allowed  to  fugged  a 
few  remarks  on  the  evils  which  have 
arifen  from  the  general  confpiracy  of  the 
gay  to  ufurp  the  regions  of  the  fick j  and 
from  their  converting  the  health-reftoring 
fountains,  meant  as  a  refuge  for  difeafe, 
into  the  reforts  of  vanity  for  thofe  who 
have  no  difeafe  but  idlenefs  ? 

This  inability  of  flaying  at  home,  as  it 
is  one  of  the  mod  infallible,  fo  it  is  one  of 
the  molt  dangerous  fymptoms  of  the 
reigning  mania.  It  would  be  more 
tolerable,  did  this  epidemic  malady  only 
break  out,  as  formerly,  during  the  winter, 
or  fome  one  feafon.  Heretofore,  the 
tenantry  and  the  poor,  the  natural  de- 
pendants on  the  rural  manfions  of  the 
l  3  opulent, 
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.opulent,  had  fome  definite  period  to  which 
they  might  joyfully  lode! forward  for  the 
approach  of  thofe  patrons,  part  of  whofe 
tmfinefs  in  life  it  is  to  influence  by  their 
prefence,  to  inftrutt  by  their  example,  tp 
foothe  by  their  kindnefs,  and  to  affift  by 
their  liberality,  thofe  whom  Providence, 
in  the  distribution  of  human  lots,  has 
placed  under  their  more  immediate  pro- 
tection. Though  it  would  be  far  from 
truth  to  affert,  that  diffipated  people  are 
-never  charitable,  yet  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  diffipation  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
fpirit  of  charity.  That  affeding  precept 
followed  by  fo  gracious  a  promife,  "  Never 
"  turn  away  thy  face  from  any  poor  man, 
"  and  then  the  face  of  the  Lord  fhaU 
"  never  be  turned  away  from  thee," 
cannot  literally  mean  that  we  fhould  give  to 
all,  as  then  wq  fhould  foon  have  nothing 
left  to  give :  but  it  feems  to  intimate  the 
habitual  attention,  the  duty  of  inquiring 
out  all  cafes  of  diftrefs,  in  order  to  judge 
which  are  fit  to  be  relieved  j  now  for  this 

inquiry, 
8 
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Kfcquiry,  for  this  attention,  for  this  fym- 
P^thy,  the  diffipated  have  little  tafte,  and 
*c£s  leifure. 

Let  a  reafonable  conjedfcure  (for  calcu- 
lation would  fail !)  be  made  of  how  large 
a  diminution  of  the  general  good  has  been 
effe&ed  in  this  fingle  refpeft,  by  caufes 
Which,  though  they  do  not  feem  import- 
ant in  themfelves,  yet  make  no  inconfi- 
derable  part  of  the  mifchief  arifing  from 
modern   manners  :    and  I  fpeak  now  to 
perfons  who  intend  to  be  charitable.    What 
a  deduction  will  be  made  from  the  aggre- 
gate of  charity,   by  a  circumftance  appa- 
rently  trifling,    when  we   confider  what 
would   be  the  beneficial   effefts  of    that 
regular    bounty  which  mud  almoft   un- 
avoidably refult  from  the  evening  walks 
of  a  great  and  benevolent  family  among 
the  cottages  of  their  own  domain:    the 
thoufand  little  acts  of,  comparatively,  un- 
expenfive   kindnefs  which    the  fight    of 
petty  wants  and  difficulties  would  excite ; 
wants,  which   will  fcarcely  be  felt  in  the 
l  4  relation j 
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relation  j  and  which  will  probably  be 
neither  feen,  nor  felt,  nor  fairly  repre- 
fented,  in  their  long  abfences,  by  an 
agent.  And  what  is  even  almoft  more 
than  the  good  done,  is  the  habit  of  min4 
kept  up  in  thofe  who  do  it.  Would  npt 
this  habit,  exercifed  on  the  Chriftian  prin- 
ciple, that  "  even  a  cup  of  cold  water," 
given  upon  right  motivesy  (hall  not  lofe 
its  reward ;  while  the  giving  "  all  their 
**  goods  to  feed  the  poor,"  without  the 
true  principle  of  charity,  fhall  profit  them 
nothing  ;  would  not  this  habit,  I  fay,  and 
the  inculcation  of  the  fpirit  which  pro- 
duces it,  be  almofl:  the  bed  part  of  the 

education  of  daughters  #  ? 

But 

#  It  would  be  a  pleafant  fummer  amufement  for 
our  young  ladies  of  fortune,  if  they  were  to  prcfide 
at  fuch  fpinning  feafts  as  are  inttituted  at  Nuneham 
for  the  promotion  of  virtue  and  induftry  in  their  own 
fex,  Pleafurable  annivctfariei  of  this  kind  would 
ferve  to  combine  in  the  minds  of  the  poor  two 
ideas  which  ought  never  to  be  feparatcd,  but  which 
they  are  not  veiy  forward  to  unite, — that  the  great 
wifh  to  make  them  happy  as  well  as  good.     Occa- 

fiona' 
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But  tranfplant  this  wealthy  and  lxwiv 
tdfpl  family  periodically  to  the  frivolouf 
^nd  uninterefting  buftle  of  the  watering 
place;  there  it  is  not  denied  that  ffe» 
*)uent  public  and  fafluonable  a$s  of 
charity  may  make  a  part  (and  it  is  well 
they  do)  of  the  bufinefc  and  amufement 
of  the  day  j  with  this  latter,  indeed,  they 
are  fometimes  good-naturedly  mixed  up. 
But  how  (hall  we  compare  the  regular 
fyftematical  good  thefe  perfons  would  be 
doing  at  their  own  home,  with  the  light, 
and  amufing,  and  buftling  bounties  of 
^the  public  place?  The  illegal  raffle  at 
the  toy-lhop,  may  relieve,  it  is  true,  fome 
diflrcfs ;  but  this  diftrefs,  though  it  may 


iional  approximations  of  the  rich  and  poor,  for  the 
purpofes  of  relief  and  inftruttion,  anj  annual  meet- 
ings for  the  purpofe  of  innocent  pleafure,  would  do- 
much  towards  wearing  away  difcontent,  and  the  con- 
viction that  the  rich  really  take  an  intcrcft  in  their 
comfort,  would  contribute  to  reconcile  the  lower 
clafs  to  that  (late  in  which  it  ha.3  pica  fed  Qod  to  place 
them. 

^  be 
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be  real,  and  though  if  real  it  ought  to  be 
relieved,  is  far  lefs  eafily  afcertained  than 
the  wants  of  the  poor  round  a  perfon's  own 
door,  or  the  debts  of  a  diftrefled  tenant. 
How  {hall  we  compare  the  broad  flream 
of  bounty  which  fliould  be  flowing  through 
and  refre(hing  whole  diftri&s  with  the  pe- 
nurious current  of  the  fubfcription  break* 
fafl  for  the  needy  mufician,  in  which  the 
price  of  the  gift  is  taken  out  in  the  diver- 
(ion,  and  in  which  pleafure  dignifies  itfelf 
with  the  name  of  bounty  ?  How  fhall  we 
compare  the  attention,  and  time,  and  zeal, 
which  would  otherwife,  perhaps,  be  de- 
voted to  the  village-fchool,  fpent  in 
hawking  about  benefit  tickets  for  a  broken 
player,  while  the  kindnefs  of  the  benefac- 
trefs,  perhaps,  is  rewarded  by  fcenes  in 
which  her  charity  is  not  always  repaid  by 
the  purity  of  the  exhibition? 

Far  be  it  from  the  author  to  wifli  to 
check  the  full  tide  of  charity  wherever  it 
is  difpofed  to  flow!  Would  (he  could 
multiply  the  already  abundant  ilreams,  and 

behold 
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behold  every  fource  purified !  But  ih  the 
public  reforts  there  are  many  who  are 
able  and  willing  to  give.  In  the  fequef- 
tered,  though  populous  village,  there  is, 
perhaps,  only  one  affluent  family  :  the  dif- 
trefs  which  they  do  not  behold  will  proba- 
bly not  be  attended  to :  the  diftrefs  which 
tbey  do  not  relieve  will  probably  not  be 
relieved  at  ail :  the  wrongs  which  they  do 
not  redrefs  will  go  unredreffed  i  the  op- 
prefled  whom  they  do  not  refcue  will  fink 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  oppreffor. 
.Through  their  own  rural  domains  too, 
charity  runs  in  a  clearer  current,  and  is 
under  lefs  fufpicion  of  being  polluted  by 
that  muddy  tin&ufe  which  it  is  fometimes 
apt  to  contract  in  pafling  through  the 
impure  foil  of  the  world. 

.But  to  return  from  this  too  long  digref- 
fion :  the  old  Handing  objection  formerly 
brought  forward  by  the  prejudices  of  the 
other  fex,  and  too  eagerly  laid  hold  on  as 
a  flicker  for  indolence  and  ignorance  by 
ours,    was,    that  intellectual  accomplifh- 

inents 
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through  her  paffion  for  play*  The  hufband 
of  a  fafhionable  woman  will  not  often  find 
that  the  library  is  the  apartment  the  ex- 
pences  of  which  involve  him  in  debt  or  dif- 
grace*  And  for  one  literary  flattern,  who 
now  manifefls  her  indifference  to  her  huf- 
band by  the  negleft  of  her  perfon,  there 
are  fcores  of  elegant  fpendthrifts  who  ruin 
theirs  by  excefs  of  decoration. 

May  I  digrcfs  a  little  while  I  remark, 
that  I  am  far  from  afferting  that  literature 
has  never  filled  women  with  vanity  and 
felf-conceit ;  the  contrary  is  too  obvious : 
and  it  happens  in  this  as  in  other  cafes, 
that  a  few  characters  confpicuouily  ab- 
furd,  have  ferved  to  bring  a  whole  order 
or  body  into  ridicule.  But  I  will  aflert, 
that  in  general  tjiofe  whom  books  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fpoiled,  would  have  been 
fpoiled  in  another  way  without  them.  She 
who  is  a  vain  pedant  becaufe  fhe  has  read 
much,  has  probably  that  defeat  in  her 
mind  which  would  have  made  her  a  vain 
fool  if  fhe  had  read  nothing.     It  is  not  her 

having 
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'Having  more  knowledge,  but  lefs  fenfe, 
"Which  makes   her  infufferable:    and  ig- 
norance would  have  added  little  to  her 
Value,   for  it  is  not  what  fhe  has,  but 
"What  (he  wants,  which  makes  her  unplea- 
fant.     The  truth,  however,  probably  lies 
liere,  that  while  her  underftanding  was 
improved,  the  tempers  of  her  heart  were 
aegle&ed,  and  that  in  cultivating  the  fame 
of  a  favante,  fhe  loft  the  humility  of  a 
Chriftian.     But  thefe  inftances  too  furnifh 
only  a  frefh  argument  for  the  general  culti- 
vation of  the  female  mind.     The  wider  dif- 
fufion  of  found  knowledge,  would  remove 
that  temptation  to  be  vain  which  may  be 
excited  by  its  rarity. 

But  while  we  would  affert  that  a  woman 
of  a  cultivated  intellect  is  not  driven  by  the 
lame  neceflity  as  others  into  the  giddy 
whirl  of  public  refort ;  who  but  regrets  that 
real  cultivation  does  not  inevitably  preferve 
her  from  it  ?  No  wonder  that  inanity  of 
character,  that  vacuity  of  mind,  that  tor- 
pid ignorance,  (hould  plunge  into  diffipa- 

tion 
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turn  as  their  natural  refuge;  fhould  feek  t6 
biry  their  infignificancs  in  the  crowd  of 
j&fdSng :  multitudes,  and  hope  to  efcttpt 
WS&lyfis  and  detection  in  the  undiftingutflt 
td  ftfefie*  6f  mixed  affeffiblies !  There  at- 
trfrion  rub*  all  bodies  fmooth,  and  make* 
all  fur&ces  alike ;  thither  fupefficial  and 
external  accomplishments  naturally  fly  a* 
to  their  proper  icene  of  a&ion;  as  to  a  fieM 
Where  competition  in  fitch  perfe&ons  is 
in  perpetual  exercife ;  where  the  laurel* 
of  admiration  are  to  be  won ;  whence  the 
trophies  of  vaniiy  may  be  carried  off  tri* 
timphantly. 

It  would  indeed  be  matter  of  little  com- 
parative, regret,  if  this  corrupt  jar  were 
breathed  only  by  thofe  whofe  natural  ele- 
ment it  feema  to  be ;  bbt  who  eaft  for- 
bear lamenting  that  the  power  of  fafoion 
attra&s  into  tills  impure  and  unwhofe- 
fome  atmofphere,  minds  alfo  of  a  better 
make,  of  higher  aims  and  ends,  of  more 
ethereal  temper?  that  it  attraSs  even 
thofe   who,    renouncing   enjoyments   for 

which 
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which  tjiey  have  a  genuine  tafte,  and 
which  would  make  them  really  happy, 
negleft  fociety  they  love  and  purfuits  they. 
admire,  in  order  that  they  xnzyfeem  happy 
udbe  fafhionable  in  the  chace  of  pleafures, 
they  defpife,  and  in  company  they  d& 
approve!  But  no  corredn^s  of  tafte,  no, 
depth  of  knowledge,  will  infallibly  preferve. 
a  womaji  from  this  contagion,  unlefs  her 
heart  be  iraprefled  with  a  deep  Chriftiaa 
convi&ion  that  flie  is  accountable  for  the 
application  of  knowledge  as  well  as  for  the 
dedication  of  time.  Perhaps  if  thete'  be 
any  one  principle  which  fhould  be  more 
feduloufly  than  another  worked  into  the 
youthful  mind,  it  is  the  dodtriflfe  of  parti- 
cular as  well  as  general  refponfibility. 

The  contagion  of  diffipated  manners  it 
fo  deep,  fo  wide,  and  fatal,  that  if  I  were 
called  upon  to  aflign  the  predominant 
caufe  of  the  greater  part  of  the  misfor- 
tunes and  corruptions  of  the  great  and 
gay  in  our  days,.!  fhould  not  look  for  it 
principally  in  any  obvioufly  great  or  (hiking 

vol.  ii.  m  :  .   cir-» 
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cfrciinSftancc;  fiot  fa  the  £tMB&  crflM* 
t&rloiis  vices,  riot  origflttMy  ft 'cite  ditt-i' 
li&on  of  Cftt iftiah  pffo<50W ;  bat  f  fhbuid 
xKJbbtit  ftefi&f&ri  aftdbri  if  to  *  growing, 
riguldr,  fyftetriatifc  fetiei  ot  aniuftihdits  jr 
t8  an  iriceflknt*  bobridleR,  arid  riot  vtrf 
difreputafcW  pisSi^ATioN.  Other  corf  up* 
tl8ii$,  thbtegh  ffldfti  for  rtiidabfe  in  appear- 
ance, are  yet  lfefs  fetal  in  foihe  frefpe&s, 
Becaufe  th<?y  leave  us  intervals  to  reflect 
on  their  turpitude,  and  fpirit  to  lament 
their  exceffes ;  but  diftipation  is  the  more 
hopelefs,  a»  by  engroffing  almoft  the  entire 
life,  and  enervating  the  whole  moral  and 
intellectual  fyftem,  it  leaves  neither  time 
for  rqfle#ion>  nor  fpace  for  v  felf-exami- 
nation^  nor  temper  for  the  cherifhingof 
right  affe&ions,  nor  leifurfe  for  the  ope- 
ration of  found  principles,  nor  interval  for 
regret,  nor  Vigour  to  rcfift  tfemptation, 
rior  energy  to  ftruggle  for  amendment* 

The  great  mafter  of  the  fcience  of  plea- 
Aire'ataong  the  ancients*  who  reduced  it 
into  a  fyftem,  which  he  called  the  chief 


W  <f>manj  diftfted  tharthert  -fhouU  be* 
feral' enoagl  between  -the  fucceifion  of 
hghW/to  fcarpen  ijicttrfctioit?  aiid  ao- 
tifingly'  iaftftuWd  periodical  day*  uf  *ab-' 
iifertce;  iirfeIF"  knowing-  that  gratification  * 
H  befr'p^bt^by^prtvWfis  fill&defakK* 
rf  fb ' little  :\!b  bur  votaries^  of  Taffifctf 
iderftand  the  true  nature  of  pleafure, 
at  one  imiifement  is  allotted  to  overtake 
bthtf  trithbiit  any '  interval,  either  for* 
cofle&iont  of  the  paft  or  preparation  fot 
a'fufUre/'Evfin  on  thelf  6tftt  'felfifll7 
iriciple,  therelpre,  nothing  c?n:t>e  wdrfe 
iderftooa  than  this  Continuity  of  en- 
yment :     for    to    lugh    a    dfegree     of 
tour  is    the  purfuit   carried,  that  the 
eafures  exhauft  inftead  of  exhilarating, 
id.  the  recreations  require  *to  be  refttecf 
om. 

For,  not  io  argue  the  queltion  on  the 
ound  of  religion,  but  merely  on  that  of 
•efent  enjoyment ;  look  abroad  and  fee 
ho  are  the  people  that~'compIafri  of 
earinefs,  liftleflhefs,  and  dejeftion.  You 
m  2  will 
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trill  not  find  them  among  the  daft  of  facb 
at  are  overdone  with  work;  but  with  plea- 
lure.  The  aatu)rai  and  hedth£dri  fiiriguea  of 
hufinefs  may  fee*  recruited  by  fimple  and 
che^p  gratifications;  but-  a  jpirit  worn 
down  with  the  toils  of  aipufeqient,  re-, 
quires  pleafures  of  poignancy;  varied* 
multiplied,  ftimulating ! 

It  has  been  observed  by  medical  writers* 
that  that  fober  excefs  in  which  many  in- 
dulge* ^  by.  eating  and  drinking  a  b'ttle. 
too  much  at  every  day's  dinner  and  every 
night's  (upper,  more  effectually  under- 
mines the  health,  than  thofe  more  rare 
cxcefies  by  which  others  now  and  then 
bre^k  in  upon  a  life  of  general  fobriety. 
This  illuftration  is  not  introduced  with 
9,  deflgn  to  recommend  occafional  devia* 
tions  into  grofs  vice,  by  way  of  a  pious 
receipt  for  mending  the  morals;  but 
merely  to  fugged  that  there  is  a  proba- 
bility that  thofe  who  are  fomctimes  driven 
by  unrefifted  paiTion  into  irregularities 
which    fhock   their    cooler  reafon,  are 

more 
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more  liahle  to  be  roufed  to  a  fenfe  of 
theif  danger,  than  perfons  wjiofe  percep* 
tions  of  evil  arc  blunted  though  a  round 
of  fyftematical,  unceafing,  and  yet  not 
Scandalous  diffip^tion.  And  when  I  affirm 
that  this  fyftem  of  regular  indulgence  re* 
(axes  the  foul,  enflaves  the  heart,  bewitches 
the  fenfes,  and  thus  disqualifies  for  pious 
thought  or  ufeful  a&ion,  without  having 
any  thing  in  it  fo  grofs  as  to  (hock  the 
confidence ;  and  when  I  hazard  an  opinioii 
that  this  (late  is  more  formidable,  becaufe 
!efs  alarming,  than  that  which  bears  upon 
it  a  more  determined  character  of  evil,  I 
no  more  mean  to  fpeak  of  the  latter  in 
flight  and  palliating  terms,  than  I  would 
intimate,  becaufe  the  fick  fometiches  re- 
cover from  3  fev^r,  but  feldomi  from  a 
pally,  that  a  fever  is  therefore  a  fafe  or  a 
healthy  ftate. 

But  there   feems  to  be  an  error  in 

the  firft  conco&ion,   out  of  which    the 

jubfequent  errors  fucceflively  grow.     Firft 

then,  as  has  been  obfeived  before,  the 

M3  fhowy 


Thbvty  jedacatio*  *rf  women  ■  tends  chkfif 
to  -q«%  them  f<w  the £la*e  0f  pubKi 
jrffembKes ;  %k*A(ftjF,  Aey*e^m  in rMaf 
inftaifctfs  k>  be  fo  ^uiatttd,  Witb^  view  m 
'  fhe  greater  probability  of  thdr  being 
fpletulidjty  ;4ram*d ;  ;thfr<U^!  ft  k  alleged 
in  vindicblkm.df  thofe  diffipstocf  praftiocs» 
that  daughter*  opt  only  tbe  rfeep,  and  ad» 
tnirere  iprojowecj;  -At  bbllv  operas,  and 
tffemhlies :  And  ihftt  thertifoge,  tby  aiinturai 
find  neceffary  confequdace,  b^lls*.  operas, 
and  afferablies.  jnuft  be  followed  up  with* 
out  intermiffion  till  the  objeft  beeflbftccL 
for  the  accoropUfhment  of  this.objeft  it 
is  that  .all  this  complicated  machinery  had 
been  previoufly  fet  a-going,  and .  kept  in 
motion  .with  an  a&ivity  not  at  all  flackened 
by  the  difordered  ftate  of  the  fyftem ;  for 
Tome  machines,  inftead  of  being  (lopped, 
go  fatter  became  the  trqe  fpring  is  out  of 
order;  the  only  difference  being  that  they 
'go  wrong,  and  fo  the  increafed  rapidity 
adds  only  to  the  quantity  of  error. 

It 


It  isqifa,  as  we  b^ye^lre^y  *gro?rked» 

9UQ  error  to  fyftcy  .that  the  loye#f  pleafuie 

,fl*hau(jtsklelf  fey  jitdylgej^qej  ^nd  that  fhe 

.very    yougg   are  chiefly  addidled  to  if. 

The  contrary  appears   to  be  tr,ue.     The 

"defire  often  grows  with  the  purfiyt  ifi  the 

fame  degree  as  motion  is   quickened  by 

the  continuance  of  the  gravitating  force. 

*'     Firft  tfien,  it  cannot'  be  thought  unfair 

*  to  trace  back  the  exceffive  fondnefs  for 

"amufement  to   that  mode  of  education 

vrc  have  eMewhere  reprobated.    Few  of 

the  accomplishments,    falfely  fo    caHed, 

afiifl  the  dev  elopement  of  fhe  faculties: 

they  4o  not  ex;ercife  the  judgment,  nor 

bring  into  a&ion  t:h(>fe  ^w^rs  which  fit  tbe 

iheart  and  mind  for  the  ^occupation*  .of  life j 

they  do  not  prepare  women  to  love  how, 

to  underftand  its  /occupations,  to  endiy.en 

rits    uniformity,    to   fulfil  its  duties,  to 

multiply  its  comforts :  they  do  not  tad 

to  that  fort  of  experimental  logic,  if  I  jqgy 

jo  fpeak,  compounded  of  observation  and 

M4  refiec- 
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refledfon,  which  makes  op  Ac  stanl 
fdence  of  life  and  manners.  Takste 
which  have  dijpby  for  their  objeft  deljpHfc 
die  narrow  ftage  of  home :  they  demand 
mankind  for  their  fpedators,  and  die 
yorld  for  their  theatre. 

While  one  cannot  help  fluinking  a  litde 

from  the  idea  of  a  delicate  young  creature, 

.  lovely  in  pcrfon,  and  engaging  in  mind  and 

manners,  fccrificing  nightly  at  the  public 

flitfne  of  Faflrion,  at  once  the  votary  and 

.  the  viftim  ;  one  cannot  help  figuring  to 

.  onefelf  how  much  more  interefting  (he 

would  appear  in  the  eyes  of  a  man  of 

'feeling,  did  he  behold  her  in  the  more 

;. endearing  Situations  of  domeftic  life.  And 

who  can  ■  forbear  wifhing,  that  the  good 

-■  fcnfe,  good  tafte,  and  delicacy  of  the  men 

had  rather  led  them  to  prefer  ieeking 

companions  for  life  in  the  almoft  &cred 

quiet  of  a  virtuous  home?    There  they 

might  have  had  the  means  of  feeing  and 

admiring  thofe  amiable  beings  in  the  beft 

point  of  view :  there  they  might  have  been 

enabled 
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enabled  to  form  a  jufter  eftimate  of  female 
worth,  than  is  likely  to  be  obtained  in 
.  fcenes  where  fuch  qualities  and  talents  as 
might  be  expe&ed  to  add  to  the  (lock  of 
domeftic  comfort  mud  neceflarily  be  kept 
in  the  background,  and  where  fuch  only 
can  be  brought  into  view  as  are  not  par* 
ticularly  calculated  to  infure  the  certainty 
pfhome  delights. 

O  !  did  they  keep  their  perfons  fVefli  and  new, 
How  would  they  pluck  allegiance  from  men's  hearts, 
:  And  win  by  rarenefr ! 

But  by  what  unaccountable  infatuation 

.is  it  that  men  too,  even  men  of  fenfe, 

join  in  the  confederacy  againft  their  own 

happineft,  by  looking  for  their  home  com- 

•  panions  in  the.  reforts  of  vanity  ?  Why  do 
.  not  fuch  men  rife  fuperipr  to  the  illufions 

of  fafliion?  Why  do  they  not  uniformly 
leek  her  who  is  to  prefide  in  their  families 

•  in  the  bofom  of  her  own  ?  in  the  praftice 
.of  every  .domeftic  duty,  in  the  exercife  of 
;  ^very  amiable  virtue,  in  the  exertion  pf 

13  every 


'4**1*1  4dg»r  accocbpliihmeat  ?  <tfarife  *t» 
eomptffeinems  «tf  flriridh  we  ftfeit  boil 
repwbating,-m>t  fee  potfeffioa,  bw  die 
ipp&catien  ?  ^A^rf  4?hey  would  <fin4  fecr 
eriberting  them  -to-thdr  true  end,  to  ealivea 
fettftnftfe,  to  animate  retirement,  toembei- 
-lift  die  farming  fce&e  of  foully  delight*, 
"<to  ^heighten  -the  interefting  jrieafuies  of 
fecial  intercourfe,  and,  nfiog  ia  ja&  gra- 
datfoft  to  their  nobleft  objett,  to  Adorn  tbe 
dp&r,ip£  pf  Qod  her  Saviour. 

If,  indeed,  woman  were  mere  outfide, 
form  and  face  only,  and  if  mind  made  up 
*  no  part  of  her  tompofttion,  it  would  foU 
low  that  a*all*room  was  quke  as  appro- 
-priate  a  place  for  ehoofjhg  a  wife,  as  ^n 
exhibition  room  for  ^hoofing  a  pvfhirt. 
'But,  inafmueh  as  women  art  n«  mere 
portraits,  their  value  not  bciing  deteririm- 
able  by  a  glance  of  the  eye*  it  follows 
that  a  different  mode. of  appreciating  their 
value,  and  a  different  place  for  viewing 
them  antecedent  to  their  being  individu- 
ally felefted,  is  defirable.    The  two  cafes 
5  differ 
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4iffiqp  alfo.  iii  this,  that  if  a  maja  feted  a 
pi&ure  (for  himfelf  from  among  all  its  ex* 
bibit^d  competitors,  and  bring  it  to  his 
own  houfe,  the  picture  being  paflive,  he 
is  able  to Jix  it  there:  while  the  wife, 
picked  up  at  a  public  place,  and  accus- 
tomed to  inceflant  difplay,  will  not,  it  is 
probable,,  when  brought  home  flick  fo 
quietly  to  the  fpot  where  he  fixes  her  j 
but  will  efcape  to  the  exhibition-room 
again,  and  continue  to  be  difplayed  at 
every  fubfequent  exhibiticm,  juft  as  if  flie 
were  not  become  private  property,  and 
had  never  been  definitely  difpofed  of. 

It  is  the  novelty  of  a  thing  which  afto- 
niflies  us,  and  not  its  abfurdity  :  obje&s 
may  be  fo  bng  kept  before  the  eye  that 
it  begins  no  longer  to  obferve  them ;  or 
may  be  brought  into  fuch  clofe  contatt 
with  it,  that  it  does  not  difcern  them. 
Long  habit  fo  reconciles  us  to  almofl  any 
thing,  that  the  groffeft  improprieties  ceafe 
to  ftrike  us  when  they  once  make  a  part 
pf  the  common  courfe  of  action.     This, 

by 


67  Ac  way,  h  2^hgi€^bti;%rhltek 
folly  fijting  eviery  6pinidn  atid'etttf 
practice  before  we  let  them  Jhcoi^orat^ 
Into  the  raafe  of  our  habits,  for  after  that 
time  they  will  be  no  more  examined*— 
Would  it  not  be  accounted  prepofterotil 
for  a  young  man  to  fay  he  had  fancied  fuch 
a  lady  would  dance  a  better  minuet  becaufe 
he  had  feen  her  behave  devputly '  at 
Churchy  and  therefore  bad  chqfen  her  for 
lis  partner  ?  and  yet  he  is  not  thought  at 
all  abfurd  when  he  intimates  that  hechofe 
a  partner  for  life  becaufe  he  was  pleafeg 
with  hex  at  a  ball.  Surely  the  place  of 
choofing  and  tfre  motive  of  choice,  would 
be  juft  as  appropriate  in  one  cafe  as  in  the 
other,  and  the  miftake,  if  thp  judgment 
failed,  not  quite  fo  ferious. 

There  is,  among  the  mpre  elevated 
claifes  of  fociety,  a  certain  fet  of  perfbns 
who  are  pleafed  exclufively  to  call  thenar 
felves,  and  whom  others  by  a  fort  of  com- 
pelled courtefy  are  pleafed  to  call,  the 
Jin:  world.    This  fmall  detachment  con- 

fider 
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fider  their  frtuation  with  -  refpett  tp  the 
reft  of  mankind,  juft  as.  the  ancient  Gre- 
cian* did  theirs;  that  is,  as  the  Grecians  ( 
thought   there  i  were    but  two  forts    of. 
beings,  and  that  ajl  who  were  not  Gre- 
cians  were  barbarians ;  fo  this  certain  fet } 
conceives  of  fociety  as  refolving  iffelf  into  t 
two  diitintt  claffes,  the  fine  world  and  the. 
people  i  to  which  lall  ciafs  they  turn  over f 
all  who  4°  not  belong  to  their  little  co-  r 
terie9  however  high  their  rank,  or  fortune/ 
or  merit.     Celebrity,  in  their  eftimation, 
is  not  beftowed  by  birth  or  talents,  but  by 
being  cotme&ed  with   them.     They  have 
laws,  immunities,  privileges,  and  almoft  a 
language  of  their  own ;    they  form  a  kind* 
of  diftindl  cajl>  and  with  a  fort  of  e/prit  dyi 
corps  detach  themfelves  from  others,  even 
in  general  fociety,  by  an  affe&ation  of 
diftance  and  coldnefs;   and  only  whifper  ' 
and  fmile  in  their  own  little  groups  of 
the  initiated ;  their  confines  are  jealoufly 
guarded,  and  their  privileges  are  incom- 
municable. 

(A 


ftl  Ais  fecitff  iil^  ^«Hjgf /ttlittb  lifflff  lAiS 

n«ght  terv6  feam  -tirigftialjrpifc  !#dwtf- 
dmvn  arid  cift  kko  the  oftrpre«ttIi^~ 
mdtrid  of  Rftfcrf ; NdVtlte'fforfg^  natiW*- 
dHQrnnu&tifig'  qtalines  of  nit  mfnd'bente  ~~ 
vtridt  to  tafctffittePftape,  Me  ftamft  ate " 
ffrperfcriptiun  f  However  vaJrted*  ratf-cfifi- 
tfirft  tfifetit  have  been  die  tn»ftia&  wtifcfif* 
riatbre  threw  into  the  cruciblr,    ^fiftiT 
Paffiion  takes  care  that  they  {Ball  all  hi 
the  fapie,  or  at  lead  appear  the  fame, 
when  they  come  out  of  the  mould.    A* 
young  majn.  in  fuqh  an  artificial  ftate  of 
(pciety,  accuftqmed  to  the  voluptuous  eafJv 
refined   luxuries,    foft    accommodations, 
obfequious  attendance,  and,  all  the.  unre* 
(trained    indulgences    of  a,  feihionable 
club,  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  after  mar* 
riage  to  take  very  cordially  to  a  home* 
unlefs  very  extraordinary   exertions  are 
made  to  amufe,  to  attach,  and  to  intereft 
him  :  and  he  is  not  likely  to  lend  a  very 
helping  hand  to    the  happinefs  of  the 

union, 
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im^vwtttfe'  moft    labdfkftis  fex#rtk>ns 
tare  -Uifhirfrta  been   Kttle  more  than  a * 
-Ififli  ftratagem   to  reconcile  health  with  » 
leafure.      Excefs    of    gratification     has 
mly  ferved  to  make  him  irritable  and  ex- 
.fiiflgi  it  will  of  courfe  be  no  part  of, 
lis  project  to  make  facrifices,  he  wiU  ex?f 
peft  to  receive  them:   and  what  would* 
tppfear  incredible  to  the  Paladins,  of  gallant 
une*,  and  the  Chevaliers  Preux  of  more- 
lefrott  days,  even  in  the  necefiary  bufuwfs- 
>f  eftablifhing  himfelf  for  life,  he  feme* 
aihe*  fe  more  difpofed  to  expeft  attentidfts- 
than  to  make  advances. 

The*  the  indolent  fon  of  fafhion*  with' 
st  theufand  fine,  but  dormant  qualities* 
tfrhich  a  bad  tone  of  manner*  forbids  him 
to  bring  into  exercife  j  with  real  energies 
which  that  tone  does  not  allow  him  to 
dBcover,  and  an  unreal  apathy  which  it 
commands  htm  to  feign ;  with  the  heart 
df  an  hero,  perhaps,  if  called  into  the 
field,  affe&s  at  home  the  manners  of  a 
Sybarite j  and  he  who,  with  a  Ropsan, 

or 


or  whpt  >  nKHWi^tk^rBiii^^p^ 
wpujd  feap  iWOvtbf}  golfft  «  tfoqall  q|f 

Yet  in  th*  loft  and  piping  time  of  peaces 

when   laifori '"lii^itfuifcd^lcr--  rights^ 
wdtxldf  mfiAntH0  if  a  rofc ':fctf  laydtttibkp 

-The  chibs  above  alluded  -to,  as   ha*. 
BfcSi  faid;  generate  and  ch*rilh4a*urfou* : 
habits,  from  their  perfect  eafe,  undrefc*  ; 
liberty,  and  inattentions  to.  the*  distinc- 
tion* .pf  T5tf^»; they;  promote  a*rlqjve  of; 
play,  and  in  fhort>  every,  temper,  and; 
fpirit  which  tends  to  undomefticaxej.and 
what  adds  tp  the .  mifchief .  js,  all:  this  is 
^ttain^4  at  a  cheap  rate  compared  with 
what  ;may  be  procured  at  home  in  the 
J#me  ftyle.  .»,  .;..,        .         ; ; 

-  Thefe  indulgencies,  and  this  habit  of) 
piind,  imply  fo  much  gratification  of  the 
pafiions,  th^t  a  woman  can  .never  hope 
fticcefsfuHy  tg  counteraft  the  evil  by  fup- 
plying  at  home  gratifications  in  a  fupe- 

fio* 
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it*  degree,  which  are  of  the  fame  kind, 
f  Jhe  fhould  attempt  this,  in  a  little 
hue  fhe  will  find  that  thofe  paflions,  to 
thiet^  ihe'  has  trufted  for  making  plea* 
ant  the  married  life  of  her  hufband* 
trill  crave  the  dill  higher  pleafures  of  the 
Jub;  and  while  thefe  are  purfued,  (he 
rill  bf  cpnfigned  over  to  folitary  evenings 
Jt  home,  or  driven  back  to  the  old  difli-. 
lations. 

To  conquer  the  paffion  for  club  gratk 
ications,  a  woman  mud  not  drive  to  feed 
t.wjth  fufficient  aliment  of  the  fame  kind 
n  her  fociety,  either  at  home  or  abroad ; 
he  mud  fupplant  and  overcome  it  by 
1  paffion  of  a  different  nature,  which  Pro- 
vidence has  kindly  planted  within  us ;  I 
nean,  by  infpiring  him  with  the  love  of  fire- 
ide  enjoyments.  But  to  qualify  herfelf 
or  adminiftering  thefe*  (he  mud  cultivate 
ler  underftanding,  and  her  heart,  and  her 
gmper,  acquiring  at  the  fame  time  that 
modicum  of  accomplifliments  fuited  to  his 
afte*  which  may  qualify  her  for  pofleffing, 

vql.il  n  both 


ttafeg«>f&fe-s«raitidifii ■'-  liu»-.iii  *:ii  "ii 
-3  Oro  ^rtat^ufeoPthe:W^Fof  irtifti 
flteotarthrfe  modtfti *o4pitf iaf,  fcfafetty 
tfv!ng:iW  tltt'-wdrid  at  lirgfcrtftey  ifre-ifefc 
Stfveri  *6*  depends  each -other  ad  the 
ditef fourth dfaomfek  Itew* is putty 
Cfett^iK  $feeof  modern  the^iet,  that  the 
vWy  frame  and  being  of  fo&etfa/whetber 
great  or  fmall,  public  or  private,  is  jointed 
and  ghied  together  by  dependence.  Thofe 
attachments  tohich  arife  from,  and  are 
eompa&ed  by,  a  fenfe  ef  mutual  wantt^ 
mutual  affe&ion,  mutualbea<fit,  and  mu- 
tual obligation,  are  the  cement  which 
fecure  the  union  of  the  fetidly  aa  Well  a* 
cftheftate,  ?:!-r'/ 

Unfortunately,  wheft  ttifofoung  perfona 
of  the  above  defcriptton  marry-  the  union 
is  fometimes  confidered  rather  as  the  end 
than  the  beginning  of  an  engagement :  the 
attachment  of  each  to  the  other  is  rather 
viewed  as  an  objeft  already  completed, 
than  as  one  which  marriage  is  to  confirm; 

more 
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Wore  clofely.  But  the  companion  for  life 
is  not  always  chofen  from  the  pureft  mo* 
the $  (tie  is  felefted,  perhaps,  becaufe  {he 
is  admired  by  other  men>  ra|her  than  be* 
caufe  (he  poflefies  in  an  eminent  degree 
thofe  peculiar  qualities  which  are  likely  to 
constitute  the  individual  happinefs  of  the 
man  who  choofes  hen  Vanity  ufurps  the 
place  of  affeftion ;  and  indolence  fwallow3 
up  the  judgment*  Not  happinefs,  but 
jbme  eafy  fubftitute  for  happinefs,  is  pur- 
fued;  and  a  choice  which  may  excite  envy, 
rather  than  produce  fatisfa&ion,  is  adopted 
as  the  means  of  effe&ing  it. 

The  pair,  not  matched  but  joined,  fet 
out  feparately  with  their  independent  and 
individual  purfuits;  whether  it  made  a 
part  of  their  original  plan  or  not,  that  they 
fhould  be  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  each 
other's  comfort,  the  fenfe  of  this  necefiity, 
probably  not  very  ftrong  at  firft,  rather 
diminifties  than  increafes.  by  time;  they 
live  fo  much  in  the.  world,  and  fo  little 
together,  that  to  ftand  well  with  their  own 

N  2  fit 


t86       OW  DISSIPATION  AND  THl 

fet  continues  the  favourite  projcd  of  each; 
while  to  (land  well  with  each  other  is  con- 
sidered as  aq  under-part  of  the  plot  in  the 
drama  of  life^  Whereas,  did  they  ftart  in 
the  conjugal  race  with  the  fixed  idea  that 
they  were  to  look  to  each  other  for  their 
chief  worldly  happinefs,  not  only  prin- 
ciple* but  prudence,  and  even  felfifhnefs, 
would  convince  them  of  the  heceffity  of 
feduloufly  cultivating  each  other's  efteem 
and  affe&ion  as  the  grand  means  of  pro* 
moting  that  happinefs.  But  vanity,  and 
the  defire  of  flattery  and  applaufe,  (till 
continue  to  operate.  Even  after  the  huf- 
band  is  brought  to  feel  a  perfect  indiffer- 
ence for  his  wife,  he  dill  likes  to  fee  her 
decorated  in  a  ftyle  which  may  ferve  to 
juftify  his  choice.  He  encourages  her 
to  fet  off  her  perfon,  not  fo  much  for 
his  own  gratification,  as  that  his  felf-love 
may  be  flattered,  by  her  continuing  to 
attratt  the  admiration  of  thofe  whofe  opi- 
nion is  the  ftandard  by  which  he  meafures 
his  fame,  and  which  fame  is  to  ftand  him 

3  .    m 
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m  the  (lead  of  happinefs.  Thus  is  fhe 
neceflarily  expofed  to  the  two-fold  tempt- 
ation of  being  at  once  neglected  by  her 
hufband,  and  exhibited  as  ah  objeft  of 
attra&ion  to  other  men.  If  (he  efcape  this 
complicated  danger,  (he  will  be  indebted 
for  her  prefervation  not  to  his  prudence, 
but  to  her  own  principles. 

In  fome  of  thefe  modifli  marriages, 
inftead  of  the  decorous  neatnefs,  the  plea- 
fant  intercourfe,  and  the  mutual  warmth  of 
communication  of  the  once  focial  dinner ; 
the  late  and  uninterefting  meal  is  com- 
monly hurried  over  by  the  languid  and 
flovenly  pair,  that  the  one  may  have  time 
to  drefs  for  his  club,  and  the  other  for 
her  party.  And  in  thefe  cold  abftra&ed 
t£tes-h*t£tes>  they  often  take  as  little  pains 
to  entertain  each  other,  as  if  the  one  was 
precifely  the  only  human  being  in  the  world 
in  whofe  eyes  the  other  did  not  feel  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  appear  agreeable. 

But  if  thefe  young  and   perhaps  really 

amiable  perfons  could  ftruggle  againft  the 

n  3  imperious 
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imperious  tyranny  of  fafhioft*  ted  cofttriv* 
to  pais  a  little  time  together,  fo  a*  to  get 
acquainted  with  each  other  j  and  if  each 
would  live  in  the  lively  and  confcicatioui 
cxercife  of  thofe  talents  and  attra&oos 
which  they  fomerimes  know  how  to  pro* 
duce  on  occafions  not  quite  fo  juftifiabk; 
they  would,  I  am  perfaaded,  often  find  out 
each  other  to  be  very  agreeable  people. 
And  both  of  them,  delighted  and  defcgbt* 
ing,  receiving  and  beftowing  happinefc* 
would  no  longer  be  driven  to  the  necefihy 
$f  perpetually  efcaping  from  home  as  from 
the  only  fcene  which  offers  no  pdffible 
materials  for  plcafure.  The  fteady  and 
growing  attachment,  improved  by  un- 
bounded confidence  and  mutual  inter- 
change of  fefttiments ;  judgment  ripening, 
and  experience  ftrengthening  that  efteem 
which  tafte  and  inclination  firft  infptred; 
each  party  ftudymg  to  promote  the  eternal 
as  well  as  temporal  happinefs  of  the  other ; 
each  corre&ing  the  errors,  improving  the 
principles,  and  confirming  the  firith  of  the 

beloved 
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tatowsfl  *tp£t:  this  would,  inmfr  th» 
fotOxig  hwrt  utfh  grariftcariom  xrtvich  the 
iofblv^t  world  has  not  to-*oftwtf  y-'fach 
au^>hctfC  would  compare  ki.  interfiling  do* 
uieftic  fcet\<$  ,wh  the  vapid  -pteaftfrea  of 
public  jiefort,  till  it  would  fly.  to  its  owa 
hpiQCg  not  from  neceffity^  hut  tafte;  not 
from  cuftqm,  but  choice ;  not  frppn  duty, 
but  delight.  < 

It.  may  .feem  a  contradi&ion  to  havie 
smerWf  fKat  kings  of  all  ages,  tempers, 
iid  tatfcnts,  ftciuld  witli  fuch  unremitting 
SS&iftrp  fblfoW  up'  any  way  of  12fe,  iFftey 
did  not'  find  fome  enjbymebt  ia  it:  yet  I 
appeal;  td  die  bafomf  of  thefe  incefiant 
hunters  ih  the  chace  of  pleasure,)  whether 
they  aife  realty  happy.  .  No :  -f-in  tke  full 
txfe  and  tenferit  of  div£rfiotfy  ipF-.  the  fuH 
tyaas.of  gaiety,..,,     . 

' "    Tfceheart,  diffivfting9,1afl&  if  this  bVjby  ? 

$ift  tfcetf*  i*  ab  atrticfus  rdHeflhfefsl  ezeidcd 

t$fc *be  puffing  which*  if  not  mteTeftingy  i« 

baling.    There  is  the  dread,  an4"  partly 

n  4  the 


the  djfctedit,'  of  bcingfkfpei&ffUf  1 
one  hour  luunortgag^^jtaty  *>  fitt) 
ceffive,  but  contending  *tigfcfontrnt*#ith» 
it  island  not  the  pletfure  of  "the  JHgdgK 
taemkfelfy  which  it  theobjeft^  TtattPlt 
in  agitation  in  the  iitatigtoert*  Sarhicfrftat 
pofes  rt^.mi  thcVac^tit  heaft  for  hi^fe 
ftefi;4  TKert  %r'tn^r'i^1Jiv^:ilftil 
fpirits  tfhich  is  a  bufy  though  treachcTOui 
nibftitute  for  comfort.  '  ^e;^nlfipha^ 
pf  faUcitatioris  foothes  vanity  The  V^ry. 
regret  thtf  ^ya^n^.  be.  all,  <u*pf^4  h# 
its  charms  1/  for  dignity  i«  flattered  becaulb 
refiifal  implies  importance,.,  iand  pre^ft^ 
gagement  intimates  celebrity. !  Then  there 
i$  the  joy  of  being  invfoed;  wfcsn  ottkWCart 
negle&edy  (he  triumph  of  fhewing  6n<*t 
left  mpdifh  friend  that  one  it  going  wfiett 
(he  cannot  come  5  and  the  feigned  regret 
at  being  obliged  to  go,  affumed  before  her 
who  is  half  wild  at  being  obliged  to'  ftey 
away.  Thefe  are  fame  of  the  fupplemefl- 
tal  ftifts  for  happinefs  with  which  rarity 

CpntriYft 
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uantofres  to  feed  her  hungfy  follow*!*, 
too  *sger  to  be  nice;  * 
:  In  the  fucceflion  of  epth  fopufes,  in  which 
pleafure  it  to  be  ftarted  and  parfued  on 
any  ngiven  night*  the  adual  placie  is  never 
taken  into  the  account  of  eejoyment :  the 
fcefle  of  \?Wtcb  b  always  fuppofed  to  lie  in 
anyplace  where  her  Notaries  happen  not 
to  bp.  Pleafure  hag  no  prefent  tenfe : 
but  in  the;  houfp  which. her  purfuers  have 
juft  quitted,  and  in.  the  houfe  to  which 
they  are  juft  haftening,.  a  granger  might 
conclude  the  flippery  goddefs  had  really 
feed  her  throne,  and  thtf  her  worfhippers 
confiderefl  the  exifting  fcene,  which  they 
fe?in  compelled,  to  fuffer,  but  from  which 
they  are  ekger  to  efcape,  as  really  detaining 
diem  from  fome  pofitive  joy  to  which  they 
are 'flying  in  the  next  crowd  ;  till,  if  he  met 
them  there,  he  would  find  the  component 
parts  of  each  precifely  the  fame.  He 
would  hear  the  fame  ftatcfd  phrafes  inter- 
rupted,  not  anfwered,  by  the  fame  ftated 
feplies  j  the  unfiniflied  fentence  "  driven 

*'  adverfe 


titudes ;  the  fame  wanaimgret  ttppanfli 
ehtJteged  ofcyit  *w*  itieodr.  >(*hb  t**& 
faeeAc^mffyrietiol-*  e*h?<*her*M| 
wia**>  thafc;  timf  htd  aft*.  «dl  NfbWJ 
tkfc  fame  foft  w»Af««*£fort*#  «  Mkf 
tnaisNty JrcppubrftB**  •jw'j  tike  Attt 

bandar  feme  ffcrMfaftttllti&  toifrofii 

ir. .  •  He •■■wmhWuiatota  tafli  ttw 

■Mi£  prfh  &5e' '  fcafiiifttteft  Ac '  tinnttilutft 
tif.gtttiffg  tetti  Ais  itottfe,  tod  'fltedJing«tf 

Mcfiatt  of  fdrm^r  iaigto;'  ^^ed 'aiiii(irf 
tftf  [lfcdcK !'o^,cBai^t^  and  &e  clang 
6f .  confencting  ctacKmenf  a  fel^t  lp* 
Al^  d&fef  wnii  VMl  aii4  ^  ltttfc 
roferior  to,, that,  6f  the  fen  thousand*  .anijL 
detailed'  witl>,  far  juftcr  triumph:  for 
that  Which  happened  only  once  lira,  life  to 
the  Grecian  hero,  occur?  to  thefe  Britifh 
heroines ,  evejyy  .right,  .  Thqra  is  eae 
point  of  refcmbjaace^   nuked*;  between 

them 
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era  ill  which  the  compirifon  fails;  for 
e  eooraiaftder,  with  a  m&wodijt  b<mli 
which  a  true  female  veteran  would 
iflv  i*  remarkable  for  never  naming 
nfdE 

Wkh  ««  myfterknis  reveteace"  I  ftnv 
ar  to  defcant  on  thofe  ferious  add 
erefting  rites,,  for  the  more  auguft: 
i  folemn  celebration  of  which  Fa- 
pa  nightly  convenes  thefe  fplendid  my- 
ds  to  her  more  fumptuous  temples, 
fe*!  which,  when  engaged  in  with 
e  devotion,  abforb  the  whole  foul,  and 
1  every  paffion  into  exercife,  except 
leed  thofe  of  love,  and  peace,  and 
idnefs,  and  gentlenefs.  Infpiring  rites ! 
ich  ftimulate  fear,  roufe  hope,  kindle 
il,  quieten  dulnefs,  (hatpen  difcem* 
nt,  exercife  memory,  inflame  ctr- 
Gty !  Rites !  in  fhort,  in  the  due 
formance  of  which  all  the  energies 
1  attentions,  all  the  powers  and  abi- 
?s,   all  the  abftra&ion  and  exertion, 

all 
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all  the  JdiUgCTCc  and  do*otbdndg,i  ai 
the  faorificc  of  time*  ftH  thrf .  contempt  srf 
feife,  all  the  negleft  of  iJleep*!  afl  the 
oblivion  <tf  care*  all.  the  rifles  of  fortune 
(half  of  which,  if  directed  to  their  true 
obje&s,  would  change  the  very  face  of 
the  world):  all  thefc  are.  concentrated 
to  one  point;  a  point  in  which  the 
wife  and  the  weak,  the  learned  and  the 
ignorant,  the  fair  and  the  frightful, 
the  fprigtitly  and  the  dull,  the  rich  and 
the'  poor,  the  patrician  and  plebeian, 
meet  in  one  common  and  uniform  equa- 
lity ;  an  equality  as  refigioully  refpeded 
in  thefe  folepinities,  in  which  all  dif- 
lin&ions  are  levelled  at  a  blow,  and 
of  which  the  very  fpirit  is  therefore  de- 
mocratical,  as  it  is  combated  in  all  other 
inftances. 

Behold  four  Kings  in  majefty  rew'd, 

With  hoary  whifkers  and  a  forked  beard ; 

And  four  fair  Queens,  *  hofe  hands  fuftain  a  flow'r, 

Th'  cxpreffive  emblem  of  their  fofter  pow'r ; 

Four 
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Four  Knaves  in  garbs  fuccinft,  a  trufty  band, 
Caps  on  their  heads,  and  halberts  in  their  hand  ; 
And  party-coloured  troops,  a  Alining  train, 
Drawn  forth  to  combat  on  the  velvet  plain  *• 

•  Rape  of  the  Lock. 


t    "90    1 


iTJI- 


CHAP.    XVtL 
On  public  amufements. 

It  is  not  propofed  to  enter  the 
contefted  field  of  controverfy  as  to  the 
individual  amufements  which  may  be  con* 
fidered  as  fafe  and  lawful  for  thofe  women 
of  the  higher  clafs  who  make  a  drift  pro* 
feffion  of  Chriflianity.  The  judgment  they 
will  be  likely  to  form  for  themfelves  on 
the  fubjeft,  and  the  plan  they  will  con* 
fequently  adopt,  will  depend  much  on  the 
clearnefs  or  obfeurity  of  their  religious 
views,  and  on  the  greater  or  lefs  progrefs 
they  have  made  in  their  Chriftian  courfe* 
It  is  in  their  choice  of  amufements  that 
you  get  in  fome  mcafure  to  know  the  real 
difpofitions  of  mankind.  In  their  bufincfs^ 
in  the  leading  employments  of  life,  their 
path  is  in  a  good  degree  chalked  out 
i  for 
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for  Aem :  there  is  in  t&i  refpeft  a  fort  of 
general  charader,  wherein  the  greater  part, 
moreorlefe,  muft  coincide.  But  in  their 
ptcafures  the  choice  is  voluntary,  the  tafte 
is  fe&djreded,  the  propenfity  is  inde- 
pendent;  and  of  courfe  the  habitual  ftaft, 
tbe  genuine  bent  and  bias  of  the  temper, 
are  moft  likely  to  be  feen  in  thofe  purfuits 
Which  every  perfon  is  at  liberty  to  choofe 
for  hitnfelfc 

When  a  truly  religious  principle  (hall 
have  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  force 
as  te  produce  that  confeientious  and 
habitual  improvement  of  time  before  re- 
commended, it  will  difcover  itfelf  by  an 
increafing  indifference  and  even  deadneft 
to  thofe  pleafures  which  are  interefting 
to  the  world  at  large.  A  woman  under 
Ac  predominating  influence  of  fuch  a 
principle,  will  begin  to  difcover  that  the 
feme  thing  which  in  itfelf  is  innocent  may 
yet  be  comparatively  wrong.  She  will 
begin  to  feel  that  there  are  many  amufe- 
meats  and  employments  which,   though 

they 


they:  haie  nothing  ccpfrrtble  jft  xbegfUhrft 
jet  if  they  be  allowed  to  wtt^bmJMHlI* 
whfch  ought  tQ  be  dedicated  ^  ftflj  brfto* 
purpofes ;  or  if  4hey  <are.  protra&ed  t©  pn 
undue  length }  or  .above  alii  i£  bfc  ftften' 
ipg  and  relaxing  her  mind  and  difliprftmg 
her  fpirits,  they  foindifpofe  her  for  better 
pursuits  as  to  render  fubfequent  duties  i 
burden,  they  becomtf  in  that  x*fe,cfcariy 
wrong  for  her,  whatever  they  inay.be  for 
Others*  Now  as  temptations  of  this,  fort 
are  the  peculiar  dangers  of  better  kind,  of 
chara&ert,  the  facrifke  of  fudi  Iktle  gra- 
tifications as  may  have  n$  gnat  barm  in 
them,  come  in  among  the  daily  alls  to  felt 
denial  in  a  Chriftian. 

The  fine  arts,  for  inftance,  polite  litera- 
ture, elegant  fociety,  thefe  ar$  anjong 
the  lawful,  and  liberal,  and  becoming 
recreations  of  higher  life;  yet  if  even 
thefe  be  cultivated  to  the  negfeft  or 
exclufion  of  feverer  duties ;  if  they  inter- 
fere with  ferious  ftudies,  or  dilqualify  the 
mind  for  religious  exercifes,  it  is  an  intima- 
tion 
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tfoa  that  they  have  been  too  much  in* 
dulgedj  and,  under  fuch  cjrcumffances* 
it  might  be  the  part  of  Chriftian  circum* 
Jpe&on  to  inquire  if  the  time  devoted 
to  them  ought  not  to  be  abridged.  Above 
all,  a  tender  confcience  will  never  lofe 
fight  of  one  iafe  rule  of  detenaining  in  all 
doubtful  cafes:  if  the  point  be  fo  nice 
that  though  we  hope  upon  the  whole 
there  may  be  no  harm  in  engaging  in 
U,  we  may  at  leaft  be  always  quite  Aire 
that  there  can  be  no  harm  in  letting  it 
alone.  The  adoption  of  this  fimple  rule 
would  put  a  period  to  much  unprofitable 
cafiiiftry. 

The  principle  of  being  refjponfible  for 
the  ufe  of  time  once  fixed  in  the  mind, 
the  confeientious  Chriftian  will  be  making 
a  continual  progrefs  in  the  great  art  of 
turning  time  to  account.  In  the  firft  ftages 
pf  her  religion  jhe  will  have  abftained  from 
pleafures  which  began  a  littk  to  wound 
the  confcience,  or  which  abutted  a  ques- 
tionable (hape ;  but  fce  will  px>obat>ly  have 

vol.  11.  o  abftained 
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abftained  with  regret,  and  #ith  a  fecteC 
wiih  that  confidence  could  have  permitted 
her  to  keep  well  with  pleafarfe  and  religion 
too.  But  you  may  difcern  in  her  fub- 
fequent  courfe  that  (he  has  reached  a  mote 
advanced  ftage,  by  her  beginning  to 
negled  even  fuch  pleafures  or  employ 
meats  as  have  no  moral  turpitude  in 
them;  but  are  merely  what  are  called 
innocent.  This  relinquifhment  arifes,  not 
fo  much  from  her  feeling  (till  more  the 
reftraints  of  religion,  as  from  the  im- 
provement in  her  religious  tafte.  Pleafure* 
cannot  now  attach  her  merely  from  their 
being  innocent,  unlefs  they  are  interefling 
alfo,  and  to  be  interefling  they  mult 
be  confonant  to  her  fuperinduced  views* 
She  is  not  contented  to  fpend  a  large 
portion  of  her  time  hatmlefsly,  it  muft  be 
fpent  profitably  alfo.  Nay,  if  fhe  bt 
indeed  earneftly  "  prefling  towards  the 
*'  mark,"  it  will  not  be  even  enough  for 
her  that  her  prefent  purfuit  be  good 
if  (he  be  convinced  that  it  might  be  ftill 
i  better. 
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better.  Her  .contempt  of  ordinary  en- 
joyments will  increafe  in  a  dirett  propor* 
tion  to  her  increafed  relifli  for  thofe  plea* 
fures  which  religion  enjoins  and  beftows. 
So  that  at  length  if  it  were  poffible  to 
fuppofe  that  an  angel  could  come  down 
to  tike  off  as  it  were  the  interdict,  and  to 
invite  her  to  relume  all  the  pleafures  fhe 
had  renounced,  and  to  refume  them  with 
complete  impunity,  fhe  would  rejeft  the 
invitation,  becaufe  fhe  would  defpifef,  front 
an  improvement  in  her  fpiritual  tafte, 
thofe  delights  from  which  fhe  had  at  firft 
abftained  through  fear.  Till  her  will  and 
affettions  come  heartily  to  be  engaged  in 
the  fervice  of  God,  the  progrefs  will  not 
be  comfortable ;  but  when  once  they  are 
fo  engaged,  the  attachment  to  this  fer- 
vice will  be  cordial,  and  her  heart  will 
not  defire  to  go  back  and  toil  again 
in  the  drudgery  of  the  world.  For 
her  religion  has  not  fo  much  given  her 
a  new  creed,  as  a  new  heart,  and  a  new 

life. 

02  As 
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...  As  her  views  are  became  new,  jo  her 
tampers,  difpofitions,  taftes,  a&ion*,  pur- 
fpks,  choice  of  company,  choice  of  amufe- 
roents,  are  new  alfo ;  her  employment  of 
t.ipie  is  changed  ;  her  turn  of  converfatioxt 
k  altered  ;  "  old  things  are  pafled  away, 
\\  all  things  are  become  new."  In  diffi- 
pated  and  worldly  fociety,  fhe  will  feldom 
faH  to  feel  a  fort  of  uneafinefs,  which  will 
produce  one  of  thefe  two  effe&s;  fhe 
will  either,  as  proper  feafons  prefent 
tbemfelves,  ftruggle  hard  to  introduce 
fuch  fubjetfs  as  may  be  ufeful  to  others ; 
Or,  fuppofing  that  fhe  finds  herfelf  unable 
to  effed  this,  fhe  will,  as  far  as  fhe  pru- 
dently can,  abfent  herfelf  from  all  un- 
profitable kind  of  fociety.  Indeed  her 
manner  of  condu&ing  herfelf  under  thefe 
drcumftances  may  ferve  to  farnifh  her 
with  a  teft  of  her  own  fincerity.  For 
while  people  are  contending  for  a  little 
more  of  this  amufement,  and  pleading  for 
a  little  extenfion  of  that  gratification,  and 
fighting  in  order  that  they  may  hedge  in 

a  little 
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a  little  more  territory  to  their  pieafuri? 
ground,  they  are  exhibiting  a  kind  of  en- 
dence  againft  themfelves,  that  they  are  not 
yet  "  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  mind.T 
It  has  beeit  warmly  urged  as  an  objec* 
tion  to  certain  religious  books,  and  par- 
ticularly againft  a  recent  work  of  high 
worth  and  celebrity,  by  a  diftinguifhed 
layman  #,  that  they  have  fet  the  ftandard 
of  felf-denial  higher  than  reafon  or  even 
than  Chriftianity  requires.  Thefe  works 
do  indeed  elevate  the  general  tone  of  re* 
ligion  to  a  higher  pitch  than  is  quite  cotf 
venient  to  thofe  who  are  at  infinite  pains 
to  conftruft  a  comfortable  and  compre- 
henfive  pten,  which  fhall  unite  the  quet 
tionable  pleafures  of  this  world  with  the 
promifed  happinefs  of  the  next.  I  fay  it 
has  been  fometimes  objected,  even  by  thofe 
readers  who  on  the  whole  greatly  admire 
the  particular  work  alluded  to,  that  it  is 
unreafonably  flrift  in  the  perceptive  and 
prohibitory  parts;  and  efpecially  that  it  in- 

•  Practical  View,  Sec.  by  Mr.  Wflberforce. 

o  3  dividually 
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flvidually  and  fpecifically  forbids  certain 
fafhionable  amufements,  with  a  fcverity  not 
to  be  found  in  the  fcriptures ;  and  is  fcru- 
puloufly  rigid  in  condemning  diverfions 
againft  which  nothing  is  faid  in  the  New 
Tcftament:  each  objeftor,  however,  isfo 
far  reasonable,  as  only  to  beg  quarter  for 
her  own  favourite  diverfion,  and  generoufly 
abandons  the  defence  of  thofe  in  which  (be 
herfelf  has  no  pleafure. 

But  thefe  objeSors  do  not  feem  to 
underftand  the  true  genius  of  Christianity. 
They  do  not  confider  that  it  is  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  Gofpel  to  exhibit  a  fcheme  of 
principles,  of  which  it  is  the  tendency  to 
infufe  fuch  a  fpirit  of  holinefs  as  mud 
be  utterly  incompatible,  not  only  with 
cuftoms  decidedly  vicious,  but  with  the 
very  fpirit  of  worldly  pleafure.  They  do 
not  confider  that  Chriflianity  is  neither  a 
table  of  ethics,  nor  a  fyftem  of  opinions, 
nor  a  bundle  of  rods  to  punifh,  nor  an 
exhibition  of  rewards  to  allure,  nor  a 
fchejne  of  reftraints,  nor  merely  a  code  of 

laws ; 
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laws  j  but  it  is  a  new  principle  infufed 
into  the  heart  by  the  word  and  the  fpirit 
of  God,  out  of  which  principle  will  inevi- 
tably grow  right  opinions,  renewed  affeo 
tions,  correft  morals,  pure  defires,  hea- 
venly tempers,  and  holy  habits,  with  an 
invariable  defire  of  pleating  God,  and  a 
conftant  fear  of  offending  him.  A  real 
(Jhriftian,  whofe  heart  is  once  thoroughly 
imbued  with  this  principle,  can  no  more 
return  to  the  amufements  of  the  world, 
than  a  phHofopher  can  be  refrefhed 
with  the  diverfions  of  the  vulgar,  or  a 
man  be  amufed  with  the  recreations  of  a 
child.  The  New  Teftament  is  not  a  mere 
ftatute-book :  it  is  not  a  table  where 
every  offence  is  detailed,  and  its  corre- 
sponding penalty  annexed :  it  is  not  fb 
much  a  compilation^  as  a  fpirit  of  laws :  it 
does  not  fo  much  prohibit  every  individual 
wrong  pra&ice,  as  fugged  a  temper  and 
implant  a  general  principle  with  which 
every  wrong  prattice  is  incompatible.  It 
did  not,  forinftance,  fo  much  attack  the 
o  4  then 
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then  feigning  and  corrupt  AfMow,  whfefc 
*tre  probably,  lite  tM  feflntaft  of  other 
eoum-to*  temporary  tod  local;  bur  it 
{truck  at  (bat  w0rldlhttA,wfcidifether60t 
and  flock  from  which  all  corrupt  fefhkMtf 
proceed. 

The  prophet  Uaiah,  who  addreffed  hit*, 
felf  more  particularly  to  the  Ifraelitfft 
women,  inreigbed  not  only  againft  vanity, 
luxury,  and  immodefty,  in  general ;  bw 
with  great  propriety  blamed  even  thofo 
precife  inftances  of  each,  to  which  the 
women  of  rank  in  the  particular  coun- 
try he  wa*  addreffing  were  efpecially  ad? 
di&ed;  nay,  he  enter*  into  the  minute 
detail  *  of  their  very  perfonal  decorations, 
and  brings  fpecific  charges  againft  their 
levity  and  extravagance  of  apparel ;  mean- 
ing, however,  chiefly  to  ceftfiire  the  turn 
of  character  which  thefe  indicated.  But 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  which  was  to  be  ad- 
drefled  to  all  ages,  Rations,  and  countries, 

*  Ifaiah,  chap.  iii. 

feldom 
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fddom  contains  any  fuch  detailed  animad- 
verfions  ;  for  though  many  of  the  cenfur- 
able  modes  which  the  prophet  fo  fevercly 
reprobated,  continued  probably  to  be  ftiii 
prevalent  in  Jerufalem  in  the  days  of  our 
Saviour,  yet  how  little  would  it  have  fuited 
the  universality  of  his  million,  to  have  coa^ 
fined  his  preaching  to  fuch  local,  limited, 
and  flu&uating  cuftorns!  not  but  that 
there  are  many  texts  which  a&ually  d* 
define  the  Chriftian  conduft  as  well  as 
temper,  with  Sufficient  particularity  to 
ferve  as  a  condemnation  of  many  prac- 
tices which  are  pleaded  for,  and  often  to 
point  pretty  dire&ly  at  them  *. 

*  By  the  way,  it  would  be  well  for  thofe  modiflt 
Chriftians  who  vindicate  cxceffive  vanity  in  drefs  and 
decoration  on  the  principle  of  their  being  mere  mat* 
ten  of  indifference,  to  confider  that  fuch  practices 
ftrongly  mark  the  temper  and  fpirit  with  which  they 
are  connected,  and  in  that  view  are  fo  little  creditable 
to  the  Chriftian  profeifion,  as  to  furniro  a  juft  fubjeel 
of  fufpicion  againil  the  piety  of  thofe  who  indulge 
in  them. 

Had 
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.  Had  Peter,  on  that  memorable  day 
when  he  added  three  thoufand  convert! 
to  the  Church  by  a  fingle  fermon,  nar* 
rowed  his  fubjeft  to  a  remonftrancc 
againft  this  diverfion,  or  that  public  place, 
or  the  other  vain  amufement,  it  might 
indeed  have  fuited  the  cafe  of  fome  of  the 
female  Jewifh  converts  who  were  prefent ; 
but  fuch  reftri&ioris  as  might  have  been 
appropriate  to  them,  would  probably  not 
have  applied  to  the  cafes  of  the  Parthians 
and  Medes,  of  which  his  audience  was 
partly  compofed ;  or  fuch  as  might  have 
belonged  to  them  would  have  been  totally 
inapplicable  to  the  Cretes  and  Arabians ; 
or  again,  thofe  which  fuited  thefe  would  not 
have  applied  to  the  Elamites  and  Mefopo- 
t^mians.  By  fuch  partial  and  circumfcribed 
?ddre(Tes,  his  multifarious  audience,  com- 
pofed of  all  nations  and  countries,  would 
not  have  been,  as  we  are  told  they  were, 
"  pricked  to  the  heart."  But  when  he 
preached  on  the  broad  ground  of  general 
"  repentance  and  remiflion  of  fins  in  the 

"  name 
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£*  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,"  it  was  no  won- 
der  that  they  all  cried  out,  "  What  fliall 
"  we  do  ?"  Thefe  colle&ed  foreigners,  at 
their  return  home,  mult  have  found  very 
different  ufages  to  be  corrected  in  their  dif- 
ferent countries  ;  of  courfe  a  detailed  re- 
ftrittion  of  the  popular  abufes  at  Jerufalem, 
would  have  been  of  little  ufe  to  ftrangers 
returning  to  their  refpeftive  nations.  The 
ardent  Apoftle,  therefore,  afted  more  con- 
fidently in  communicating  to  them  the 
large  and  comprehenfive  fpirit  of  the 
Qofpel,  which  fhould  at  once  involve  all 
their  fcattered  and  feparate  duties,  as  well 
as  reprove  all  their  fcattered  and  feparate 
corruptions ;  for  the  whole  always  includes 
a  part,  and  the  greater  involves  the  lefs. 
Chrift  and  his  difciples,  inftead  of  limiting 
their  condemnation  to  the  peculiar  vanities 
reprehended  by  Ifaiah,  embraced  the  very 
foul  and  principle  of  them  all,  in  fuch  ex- 
hortations as  the  following :  "  Be  ye  not 
*'  conformed  to  the  world  :" — "  If  any 
*'  man  love  the  world,   the  love  of  the 

"  Father 
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"  Father  is  not  in  him :"— •*  The  fatem 
"of  this  world  pafleth  away."  Oof 
LoVd  and  his  Apoftles,  whofe  future  un- 
limited audience  was  to  be  made  up  out 
of  the  whole  world,  attacked  the  erit 
heart,  out  of  which  all  thofe  incidental, 
local,  peculiar,  and  popular  corruptions 
proceeded. 

In  the  time  of  Chrift  and  his  immediate 
followers,  the  luxury  and  intemperance  of 
the  Romans  had  arifen  to  a  pitch  before 
unknown  in  the  world  ;  but  as  the  fame 
Gofpel  which  its  Divine  Author  and  his 
difciples  were  then  preaching  to  the  hun- 
gry and  neceflitous,  was  afterwards  to  be 
preached  to  high  and  low,  not  excepting 
the  Roman  emperors  themfelves  j  the 
large  precept,  "  Whether  ye  eat  or  drink, 
"  or  whatever  you  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
"  of  God,"  was  likely  to  be  of  more  ge- 
neral ufe,  than  any  feparate  exhortation 
to  temperance,  to  thankfulnefs,  to  mode- 
ration as  to  quantity  or  expence ;  which 
laft  indeed  mud  always  be  left  in  fome 

degree 
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iegree  to  the  judgment  and  drcumftances 
)f  the  individual. 

When  the  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles 
tifited  the  "  Saints  of  Caefar's  houfehold," 
be  could  hardly  fail  to  have  heard,  nor 
could  he  have  heard  without  abhorrence, 
of  fome  of  the  fafhionable  amufements  in 
the  court  of  Nero.  He  mud  have  re- 
flected with  peculiar  indignation  on  many 
things  which  were  practifed  in  the  Green- 
(ian  games :  yet,  inftead  of  pruning  this 
corrupt  tree,  and  fingling  out  even  the 
inhuman  gladiatorial  fports  for  the  ob- 
ject of  his  condemnation,  he  laid  his  axe 
to  the  root  of  all  corruption,  by  preaching 
to  them  that  Gofpel  of  Chrift  of  which 
"  he  was  not  afhamed  j"  and  (hewing  to 
them  that  believed,  that  "  it  was  the  power 
"  of  God  and  the  wifdom  of  God." 
Of  this  Gofpel  the  great  objeft  was,  to 
attack  not  one  popular  evil,  but  the  whole 
body  of  fin.  Now  the  doctrine  of  Chrift 
crucified  was  the  mod  appropriate  means 
1  for 


4o6        ON   PUBLIC   AMU9£MEttr*« 

for  deftroying  this  ;  for  how  could  the  fefr 
vid  imagination  of  the  Apoftle  fo  powef* 
fully  inforce  the  heinoufiiefs  of  fin,  as  by 
infilling  on  the  coftlinefs  of  the  facrificc 
which  was  offered  for  its  expiation  ?  ft 
is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  about  the 
very  time  of  his  preaching  to  the  Roman*, 
the  public  tafte  had  funk  to  fuch  an  exceft 
of  depravity,  that  the  very  women  engaged 
in  thofe  {hocking  encounters  with  the 
gladiators. 

But,  in  the  firft  place,  it  was  better  that 
the  right  practice  of  his  hearers  (hould 
grow  out  of  the  right  principle ;  and  next, 
his  fpecifically  reprobating  thefe  diverfions 
might  have  had  this  ill  effeft,  that  fucceed- 
ing  ages,  feeing  that  they  in  their  amufe* 
ments  came  fomewhat  fhort  of  thofe  dread- 
ful excefles  of  the  polifhed  Romans,  would 
only  have  plumed  themfelves  on  their  own 
comparative  fuperiority ;  and,  on  thii 
principle,  even  the  bull-fights  of  Madrid 
might  have  had  their  pariegyrifts.     The 

truth 


ON    PUBLIC    AMUSEMENTS.         lO*} 

truth  is,  the  Apoftle  knew  that  fuch  abo- 
minable corruptions  could  never  fubfift  to- 
gether with  Chriftianity,  and,  in  fa&,  the 
honour  of  abolifliing  thefe  barbarous  diver- 
lians,  was  referved  for  Conftantine,  the 
firft  Chriftian  emperor. 

Befides,  the  Apoftles,  by  inveighing 
againft  fome  particular  diverfions,  might 
have  feemed  to  fanttion  all  which  they 
did  not  aftually  cenfure :  and  as,  in  the 
lapfe  of  time  and  the  revolution  of  govern- 
ments, cuftoms  change  and  manners 
fluftuate ;  had  a  minute  reprehenfion  of 
the  fafliions  of  the  then  exifting  age  been 
published  in  the  New  Teftament,  that  por- 
tion of  fcripture  mufl  in  time  have  become 
obfolete,  even  in  that  very  fame  country, 
when  the  fafliions  themfelves  fhould  have 
changed.  Paul,  and  his  brother  Apoftles 
knew  that  their  epiftles  would  be  the 
oracles  of  the  Chriftian  world,  when  thefe 
temporary  diverfions  would  be  forgotten. 
In   confequence  of  this   knowledge,    by 

the 
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the  univerfal  precept  to  avoid  <c  tb* 
«  loft  of  the  flefh,  the  hdtof  the  fy* 
"  and  the  pride  of  life/'  they  have  pn* 
pared  a  lafting  aatidpte  againft  the  pri* 
ciplc  of  all  corrupt  pleafures,  which  will 
ever  remain  equally  applicable  to  the  loofe 
fafhions  of  all  ages  and  of  every  country 
to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Therefore,  to  vindicate  diverfions  which 
are  in  themfelves  unchrfltian,  on  the  pit? 
tended  ground  that  they  are  not  Specifi- 
cally condemned  in  the  Gofpel,  would  be 
little  lefs  abfurd  than  if  the  heroes  of 
Newmarket  fhould  bring  it  as  a  proof  that 
their  periodical  meetings  are  not  con* 
deraned  in  Scripture,  becaufe  St.  Paul, 
when  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  did  not 
fpeak  againft  thefe,  or  becaufe  in  avail- 
ing himfelf  of  the  Ifthmian  games,  as  .a 
happy  illuft ration  of  the  Chriftian  r^ce, 
he  did  not  drop  any  cenfure  on  the  practice 
itfelf:  a  practice  which  was  indeed  as 
much  more  pure  than  the  races  of  Chris- 
tian 
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tian  Britain,  as  the  moderation  of  being 
contented  with  the  triumph  of  a  crown  of 
leaves,  is  fuperior  to  that  criminal  fpirit  of 
gambling  which  iniquitoufly  enriches  the 
vi&or  by  beggaring  the  competitor. 

Local  abufes,  as  we  have  faid,  were 
not  the  objeft  of  a  book  whofe  inftruc- 
tions  were  to  be  of  univerfal  and  lafting 
application.  As  a  proof  of  this,  little  is 
faid  in  the  Gofpel  of  the  then  prevailing 
corruption  of  polygamy ;  nothing  againft 
the  lavage  cuftom  of  expofing  children,  or 
even  againft  flavery ;  nothing  exprefsly 
againft  filicide  or  duelling;  the  laft  Gothic 
cuftom,  indeed,  did  not  exift  among  the 
crimes  of  Paganifm.  But  is  there  not  an 
implied  prohibition  againft  polygamy  in 
the  general  denunciation  againft  adultery  I 
b  not  expofing  of  children  condemned  in. 
that  charge  againft  the  Romans,  that 
"  they  were  without  natural  afFettion?" 
Is  there  not  a  ftrong  cenfure  againft 
flavery  conveyed  in  the  command  to  "  do 
"  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them 

.  :tol.  ii»  p  €l  do 
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"  do  unto  youf"  and  agaiaft  ftrfcichr 
aid  dwelling,  in  the  genetal  piolubiuoa 
againft  marder,  which  is  ftrongly  ttt- 
foroed  and  aflfeftingly  amplified  by  the 
folemn  manner  in  which  muider  is  traced 
back  to  its  firft  feed  of  anger,  in  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  mount  ? 

Thns  it  is  dear,  that  when  Chrift  fent 
the  Gofpei  to  all  nations,  he  meant  that 
that  Gofpcl  fiould  proclaim  thofe  prime 
truths,  general  laws,  and  fundamental 
doftrines,  which  muft  neceflarily  involve 
the  prohibition  of  all  individual>  local,  and 
inferior  errors;  errors  which  could  not 
have  been  fpecifically  guarded  againft, 
without  having  a  diftinft  Gofpei  for  every 
country,  or  without  fwelling  the  divine 
volume  into  fuch  inconvenient  length  as 
would  have  defeated  one  great  end  of 
its  promulgation  *.    And  while  its  lead- 


*   «  To    the  poor  the   Gofpcl    is   preached*" 
Luke,  vii.  22. 

ing 


or?  V&MLtC  AMUOT HE wrs.       ait 

ibg>prfalciples  are  of  univeriai  application^ 
fetmift  always,  fav  feme  meafere,  be  left  u> 
the  difcretion  of  the  preacher,  and  to  A* 
Cdnfcie&&  -*f  "C&e  hearef^  to  txtaune 
tfhethtrth*  Hfe  «ftd  habits  of  I  We  *iitf 
]ta>fefe  h  are  <toafarmable  K> ite  fpirifc  < 

:  Thtktae  fiivine  Spirit  which  indited 
&4  Hbiy  Strictures',  Is  promlfed  to  purify 
rae  hearts  and  renew  the  natures  of  re- 
penting *M  t^Ueving  Chriftians ;  and  the 
competitions  it  inspired  are  m  feme  degree 
itialogcms  to  the  workmanftip  it  effe&s. 
It  prohibited  the  vicious  practices  of 
the  apoAolical  days,  by  prohibiting  the 
paifeoris  anct  principles  which  rendered 
them  gratifying ;  and  ftiH  working  in  like 
manner  on  the  hearts  of  real  Christians,  it 
corre&s  the  tafte  which  was  accuftomed  to 
find  its  proper  gratification  in  the  retorts  of 
Vanity  ;  and  thus  effe&nally  provides  for 
the  reformation  of  the  habits,  and  infufes 
a  reMfli*  for  rational  and  domeftjc  enjoy- 
ments, and  for  whatever  can  adminifter 
fleafure  to  that  fpirit  of  peace,  and  love, 
p  2  and 
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and  hope,  and  joy,  which  animates  and 
rules  the  renewed  heart  of  the  true 
Christian. 

But  there  is  a  portion  •  of  Scripture 
which,  though  to  a  fuperfitiaT  reader  it 
may  feem  but  very  remotely  connected  with 
the  prefent  fubjeft,  yet  to  readers  of  another 
caft, ,  feems  to  fettle  the  matter  beyond 
controverfy.  In  the  parable  of  the  great 
fupper,  this  important  truth  is  held  out  to 
us,  that  even  things  good  in  tbemfelves 
may  be  the  means  of  our  eternal  ruin, 
by  drawing  our  hearts  from  God,  and 
caufing  us  to  make  light  of  the  offers 
of  the  Gofpel.  One  invited  gueft  had 
bought  an  eft  ate,  another  had  made  a 
purchafe  equally  blamelefs  of  oxen,  a 
third  had  married  a  wife,  an  act  not 
illaudable  in  itfelf.  They  had  all  different 
rcafons j  but  they  all  agreed  in  this,  U 
decline  the  invitation  to  the  fupper.  The 
worldly  pofleflions  of  one,  the  worldly 
bufinefs  of  another,  and  what  (hould  be 
particularly  attended  to,  the  love  to  his 

deareft 
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deareft  relative,  of  a  third,  (a  love,  by  the 
way,  not  only  allowed  but  commanded 
la  Scripture,) .  were  brought  forward  a$ 
excufes  for  not  attending  to  the  important 
bufinefc  of  religion.  The  confequence, 
however,  was  the  fame  to  all.  "  None 
."  of  thofe  which  were  bidden  fhall  tafte 
"  of  my  fupper."  If  then  things  innocent, 
things  neciffaryi  things  laudable,  things 
tpmmandcdy  become  finful,  when  by  un- 
feafonable  or  exccffive  indulgence  they 
detain  the  heart  and  affections  from  God, 
Jiow  vain  will  all  thofe  arguments  ne- 
ceflarfly  be  rendered,  which  are  urged  by 
the  advocates  for  certain  amufements,  on 
the  ground  of  their  harndejfnefs  ;  if  thofe 
amufements  ferve  (not  to  mention  any 
pofitive  evil  which  may  belong  to  them) 
in  like  manner  to  draw  away  the 
thoughts  and  affections  from  all  fpiritual 
objeds ! 

.  To  conclude;  when  this  topic,  happens 

to  become  the  fubjeft  of   coaverfation, 

p  3  inftead 
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of  Mfrftffing  fevcpe  and  pointed 
hthpcfci  to  >yttahg  jadttt  ^tooth*  fity  *T 
Mtdbritag  'pkb*  *f  dtarfito"*IMltt  4b 
cot  be  batter  feft,  ib  attk*ourit*£ocriBr 
fa  Awiithat  prihGplc*cf,Oi>imanir^-WA 
Wfaidh  fuch'iiiv^ficnuifeem  Mfrquhi  uwd 
pfcriblfc;  at  the  pbyikhtt,  ^hii  Viflts  >i 
fatiest  in  an  eruptive  fao^/tugi  9kde 
Vtfltitfon  tt>  thofe  ^pou /^Wofa  to  the 
igttoljLht  appeal1  to  be'fhetffcAft*  accept 
lpdeed  (b  fet*  ft*  tfac^&rre-w  hMigttkwfe 
fb  fct  him  Sato  iu  nature,  but  gc^ftririgbt 
40  the.  root  rf  the  inaUdylfc  .-/  He  attack* 
^be fewri,  he  lower*  theiptift*  tedbattget 
tbe  fyftcm,  he  rconiefts  theTgenend  ■■  hahk ; 
sWl  knowing  that  if  he  dfe  tatt  reftoir 
the  vital  principle  of  health,  the  Tpcrte, 
Vhich  were  bothing  bat  fymptoms,  trip 
*Ue  away  of  theinfelves. 

In  iriftra&ing  others,  'tee  ffcould  imitate 
our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles,  and  not 
alwys  aim  ojir  blow  at  each  particular 

cfcrnipr 


/ 
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corruption^  but  making  it  our  bufinds  to 
convince  our  pupil  that  what  brings  forth 
the  evil  fruit  (he  exhibits,  cannot  be.  a 
branch  of  the  true  vine j  we  fhould  thus 
avail  ourfelves  of  individual  corruptions, 
for  impreffing  her  with, a  fenfe  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  purifying  the  common  fource 
from  which  they  flow — a  corrupt  nature. 
Thus  making  it  our  grand  bufinefs  to  rec- 
tify the  heart,  we  purfue  the  true,  the 
compendious,  the  oply  method  pf  univerfal 
holinefs. 

I  would,  however,  take  leave  of  thofe 
amiable  and  not  ill-difpofed  young  perfops, 
who  complain  of  the  rigour  of  human 
prohibitions,  and  declare,  "  they  meet 
"  with  no  fuch  ftriftnefs  in  the  Golpel," 
by  aflung  them,  with  the  moft  affeftionate 
earneftnefs,  if  they  can  cpufcientioufly 
reconcile  their  nightly  attendance  at  every 
public  place  which  they  frequent,  with  fuch 
precepts  as  the  following  :  "  Redeero- 
"  ing  the  time;"—-"  Watch  and  pray :" — 
*  4  «  Watch, 
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cc  Watch,  for  ye  know  not  at  "what  time 
"  your   Lord     cometh :"  —  "  Abftain 
«  from  all  appearance  of  evil:"— "  Set 
"  your    affe&ions    on    things    above  :" 
— cc  Be  ye  fpiritually  minded  :"— "  Cru- 
"  cify    the    flefli     with  .  its    affe&ions 
"  and  lulls  ?"    And  I  would  venture  to 
offer  one  criterion,  by  which  the  per- 
fons  in  queftion  may  be  enabled  to  de- 
cide on  the  pofitive  innocence  and  fafety 
of  fuch  diverfions ;    I  mean,    provided 
they  are  (incere  in  their  fcrutiny  and  ho- 
ned in  their  avowal.     If,  on  their  return 
at  night  from  thofe  places,  they  find  they 
can  retire,  and    "  commune  with  their 
"  own  hearts;"    if  they   find  the  love 
of  God  operating  with  undiminifhed  force 
on  their   minds ;    if  they  can  "  bring 
u  every  thought   into  fubje&ion,"    and 
concentrate  every  wandering  imagination  ; 
if  they  can  foberly  examine  into  their  own 
flate  of  mind  :  I  do  not  fay  if  they  can  do 
all  this  perfe&ly  and  without  diftra&ion ; 

(for 
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(forwho  can  do  this  at  any  time  ?)  but  if 
they  can  do  it  with  the  fame  degree  of 
ferioufhefs,  pray  with  the  fame  degree  of 
fervour,  and  renounce  the  world  in  as 
great  a  meafure  as  at  other  times;  and 
if  they  can  lie  down  with  a  peaceful 
confdoufnefs  of  having  avoided  in  the 
evening  "  that  temptation"  which  they 
had  prayed  not  to  be  "  led  into"  in  the 
morning,  they  may  then  more  reafon- 
ably  hope  that  all  is  well,  and  that  they 
are  not  fpeaking  falfe  peace  to  their 
hearts.  If  this  teft  were  fairly  ufed ;  if 
this  experiment  were  honeftly  tried;  if 
this  examination  were  confctentioufly  made* 
may  we  not  without  offence  prefume  to 
afk,— Could  our  numerous  places  of  public 
refort,  could  our  ever-multiplying  fcenes 
of  more  feleft  but  not  lefs  dangerous  di- 
verfion,  nightly  overflow  with  an  excefs 
hitherto  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
pleafure  *  ? 

*  If  I  might  prefume  to  recommend  a  book  which 
*>f  all  others  expofes  the  infignificancc,  vanity,  little- 
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nety,  asulemptinefs  of  the  world,  I  ffou^.iwtJyefiutc 
4o  name  Mr.  Law's  "  Serious  CaB  So  a  devout  ami 
u  holy  Life."  Few  writers,  except  Pafcal,  have  directed 
fe  much  acutenefs  of  reafonirig  imff-ib  «Hftfi  -pointed 
■rit  to  thb  objeft.  He  lot  only  mfces  die  trader 
afraid  of  a  worldly  life  on*  account  of  its  fiafolnef*,  but 
ashamed  of  it  on  account  of -its  fojjy.  Fei?  men  per- 
haps have  had  a  deeper  infight  into  the  human  heart, 
or  hare  more  IkilfuHy  probed  its  corruptions :  yet  on 
points  of  doctrine  his  views  do  not  feem  to  be  juftj 
and  his  dXquifitions  are  often  unfound  and  fanciful; 
fo  that  a  gtnersl  perufid  of  his  works  would  neither 
be  profitable  or  intelligible.  To  a  fafhionable  wo- 
man immerfed  in  the  vanities  of  life,  or  to  a  bufy  man 
overwhelmed  with  its  cares,  I  know  no  book  fo 
applicable,  or  likely  to  exhibit  with  equal  force  the 
vanity  of  the  (hadows  they  are  profiling*  But, 
even  in  this  work,  he  is  not  a  fafc  guide  to  evange- 
lical light ;  and,  in  many  of  his  others,  he  is  highly 
yifiohary  and  whimfical :  and  I  have  known  fome 
excellent  perfons  who  were  firft  led  by  this  admirable 
genius  to  fee  the  wants  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the 
utter  hifufficiency  of  the  world  to  fill  up  the  craving 
void,  who,  though  they  became  eminent  for  piety 
and  felf-denial,  have  had  their  ufefulnefs  abridged, 
and  whofe  minds  have  contracted  fomething  of  a  mo- 
nadic feverity  by  an  unqualified  perufal  of  Mr.  Law, 
True  Chriftianity  does  not  call  on  us  to  ftarve  our 

bodies, 
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bodies,  but  our  corruptions.  As  the  morti/Uti  ApoftU 
of  the  holy  and  /elf-denying  Bapt'tfl>  preaching  re- 
pentance becaufe  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at 
hand,  Mr.  Law:  has  no  fuperior.  -  As  a  preacher 
of  ialvation  on  fcriptural  grounds,  I  would  follow 
pther  guides, 


f     «0     3 
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CHAP..    XVIH.  ' 

A  worldly  fpirit  incompatible  with  the  fpirit 
of  Cbri/iianity. 

Is  it  not  whimfical  to  hear  fuch  com- 
plaints againft  the  (Eri&nefs  of  religion  as 
we  are  frequently  hearing,  from  beings 
who  are  voluntarily  purfuing,  as  has  been 
fhewn  in  the  preceding  Chapters,  a  courfe 
of  life  which  Fafhion  makes  infinitely 
more  laborious?  How  really  burden- 
fome  would  ChrifKanity  be  if  flie  enjoined 
fuch  fedulous  application,  fuch  unre- 
mitting labours,  fuch  a  fucceflion  of 
fatigues !  If  religion  commanded  fuch 
hardfhips  and  felf-denial,  fuch  days  of 
hurry,  fuch  evenings  of  exertion,  fuch 
nights  of  broken  reft,  fuch  perpetual 
lacrifkes  of  quiet,  fuch  exile  from  family 
delights,  as  Fafhion  impofes,  then  indeed 

the 
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the  fervice  of  Chriftianity  would  no 
longer  merit  its  prefent  appellation  of 
being  a  "reafonable  fervice :"  then  the 
name  of  perfed  flavery  might  be  juftly 
applied  to  that  which  we  are  told  in 
the  beautiful  language  of  our  church,  is 
"  a  fervice  of  perfeft  freedom:"  a  fer- 
vice, the  great  object  of  which  is  "  to 
"  deliver  us  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
"  ruption  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
"  children  of  God." 

A  worldly  temper,  by  which  I  mean  a 
difpofuion  to  prefer  worldly  pleafures, 
worldly  fatisfattions,  and  worldly  advan- 
tages, to  the  immortal  interefts  of  the  foul ; 
and  to  let  worldly  confiderations  a&uate 
us  inftead  of  the  dictates  of  religion  in  the 
concerns  of  ordinary  life ;  a  worldly  tem- 
per, I  fay,  is  not,  like  almoft  any  other 
fault,  the  effett  of  paffion  or  the  con- 
fequence  of  furprife  when  the  heart  is  off 
its  guard.  It  is  not  excited  incidentally  by 
the  operation  of  external  circumftances  on 
the  infirmity  of  nature ;  but  it  is  the  vital 
ij  fpirit, 
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$irit,  the  effential  foul^  the  for ii%  prfnciplcr 
of  evil.  It  is  not  fi>  nroch  an  a&>  Mf 
t  ftate  of  being ;  not  fe  much  aft  ©fcti-: 
fional  complaint,  as  a  tainted  cxmtftitntiwr 
ef  mind.  If  k  do  not  always  ffiovr  itfiif 
5n  extraordinary  exoetiee,  it  has  no 'per*' 
fieft  intermiffon.  Even  when  it  is  hot" 
immediately  tempted '  to  break  out  into 
overt  and  fpecific  afts,  it  is  at  work  within, 
ftirring  up  the  heart  to  difaffe&oa  agakft 
holinefs,  and  infufing  a  kind  of  moral  di£ 
ability  to  whatever  is  intrinfically  good. 
It  infefts  and  depraves  all  the  power* 
and  faculties  of  the  foul ;  for  it  operates 
on  the  underftanding  by  blinding  it  to 
whatever  is  fpiritually  good ;  on  the  will, 
by  making  it  ayerfe  from  God ;  on  the  at 
fe&ions,  by  difordering  and  fenfaalizmg 
them ;  fo  that  one  may  almoft  fay  to  thofe 
who  are  under  the  fupreme  dominion  of 
this  fpirit,  what  was  faid  to  the  hofts  of 
Jofliua,  "  Ye  cannot  ferve  the  LordL" 

This  worldlinefs   of   mind   is   not  at 
all  commonly  underftoodj   and  for  the 

follow* 


Oft   A  WORLZFLf  SPIRIT.  Hlj 

following  teafon  t— People  fuppofe  that  m 
this  WdTld  Our  chief  bufiriefs  is  with  the 
things  of  this  world,  and  that  to  conduct 
the  bufinefs  of  this  world  well,  that  is, 
conformably  to  moral  principles,  is   the 
chief  fubftance  of  moral  and  true  good- 
nefs.     Religion,  if  introduced  at  all  into 
the  fyftem,  only  makes  its  occafional,  and 
if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  its  holiday  appearance* 
To  bring  religion  into  every  thing,   is 
thought  incompatible  with   the  due  at- 
tention to  the  things  of  this  life.     And  fo 
it  would  be,  if  by  religion  were  meant  to/fr- 
ing  about  religion.     The  phrafe,  therefore* 
is  :  "  One  cannot  always  be  praying ;  we 
"  mult  mind  our  bufinefs  and  our  fecial 
u  duties  as  well  as  our  devotion."  Worldly 
bufinefs  being  thus  fubje&ed  to  worldly, 
though  in  fome  degree  moral,  maxim*,- 
the  mind  during  the  condudt  of  bufinefs 
grows  worldly  j    and    a  continually  in-: 
creafing  worldly  fpirit  dims  the  fight  and" 
relaxes  the  moral  principle  on  which  the 
14  affairs 


aflbirs  of  the  world  are  condo&ed^as  wefl 
as  indifpofes  the  mind  for  all. the  exercifct 
of  devotion. 

But  this  temper,  as  far  as  relates  to  bufi- 
ttefij  fo  much  affumes  die  femblance  of 
goodnefs,  that  thofe  who  have  not  right 
views  are  apt  to  miftake  die  carrying  on 
the  affairs  of  life,  on  a  tolerably  moral 
principle,  for  religion.  They  do  not  lee 
that  the  evil  lies  not  in  their  fo  carrying 
on  bufinefs,  but  in  their  not  carrying  on  the 
things  of  this  life  in  fubferviency  to  the 
dungs  of  eternity ;  in  their  not  carrying 
diem  on  with  the  unintermitting  idea  of 
refponfibility.  The  evil  does  not  lie  in 
their  not  being  always  on  their  knees,  but 
in  their  not  bringing  their  religion  from 
the  clofet  into  the  world:  in  their  not 
bringing  the  fpirit  of  the  Sunday's  devo- 
tions into  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  week: 
in  not  transforming  their  religion  from  a 
dry,  andfpeculative,  and  inoperative  fyftem, 
into  a  lively,  and  influential,  and  unceafing 
principle  of  a&ion. 

Though 
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Though .  there  are*  bleffed  be ".  GocU 
in  the  fmoft  exalted  ftations,  women  who 
adorn  their  Chrjftiari  profeffion  by  a  con* 
fiftent  condtfifl:-; ,  yet  are  there  not  others 
who  are  labouring  hard  to  unite  the  irro' 
concileabie  liitterefts  of  earth  and  heaven  2 
who,  whiles  they  will  not  relihquifh  one  jot 
of  what  thiaf  world  has  to  bellow*  yet  by 
no  means  .renounce/  their  hopes  of  a  bet* 
ter  i  who  did  not  think  it  unreafonable  that; 
their  indulging. in  the  fuUdft.pofiieffion  of 
prefent  pleafure  fhould  interfere  with  the 
mod  certain,  reverfioir  of  future  glory?* 
who,  after  living  in  the  moft  unbounded 
gratification  of  eafe,  vanity,  and  luxury, 
fancy  that  heaven  muft  .be  attached  of 
courfe  to  a  life  of  which  Chriftianity  is  thfc 
outward  profeffion,  and  which  has  not  been 
ftained  by  any  flagrant  or  difhonourable 
a&  of  guilt? 

Are  there  not  many  who,  while  they 

entertain  a  refpeft  for  religion,  (for  I  a<U 

drefs  not  the  unbelieving  or  the  licen-] 

tious,)  while  they  believe  its  truths,  ob- 

'  vol-  ii.  (^  ferve 
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fervt  its  forms,  and  would  he  Chocked 
net  to  be  thought  leKgbas,  toe  yet  in* 
mrfed  m  thfc  life  of  dtfMHytegLwqrid. 
lupb?  who,  though  they  like  a  cocU 
fcience  of  going1  to  t^p  pobfic  woriUp 
bace  on  a  Sunday,  and  am  fcrepuloeiy 
dbfemnfe  of  the  other  rites  erf"  the  Church, 
yet  hefafte  Hoi  id  gtte  tip  alt  die  reft  of 
thefcr  timo  to  the  wry  lame  purfbkt  and 
pkafures  which  occupy  the  hearts  and 
Bvcaof  thofe  toofer  character*  wfcofe  en- 
joyment it  not  obftra&d  by  any  drea4 
df  a  ft* tore  account?  and  who  treading 
*»  die  wile  principle  of  M  the  children  of 
« this  world,"  hi  mating  the  moft  of  the 
preftnt  ftafte  of  "being  from  the  conviftioa 
that  there  is  no  other  to  be  expedcri? 

It  rauft  be  owned,  indeed,  that  fekh  m 
un&en  things  is  at  times  fatfly  weak  and 
defe&ive  even  in  the  truly  pious;  and 
that  it  is  fo,  is  the  fubjed  of  their  grief 
and  humiliation.  O !  how  does  die  real 
Chriftian  take  ftame  in  the  coldnefi  of 
his  belief,  in  the  lownefe  of  his  attain- 
ments! 
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meats !  How  deeply  does  he  foment  that 
<c  when  be  would  do  good,  eril  is  prefent 
«  with  Mm!"— "  that  the  life  he  now: 
«  lives  in  the  fldb,  it"  not,  in  the  degree 
it  ought  to  be,  "  by  faith  in  the  fon  of 
"  God!*  Yet  one  thing  is  clear  j  howw 
ever  weak  hit  belief  may  feem  to  be,  k 
is  evidebt  that  his  a&ions  are  mainly  go- 
verned by  it;  he  evinces  his  fincerity  to 
others  by  a  life  in  forae  good  degree  analo- 
gous to  the  do&rines  he  profefles :  white 
to  himfclf  he  has  at  lead  this  convi&km, 
that  faint  as  his  confidence  may  be  at  times, 
low  as  may  be  his  hope,  and  feeble  as  his 
faith  may  feem,  yet  at  the  worft  of  timet 
he  would  not  exchange  that  feint  mc&Airt 
of  trail:  and  hope  for  all  the  a&ual  pleafarw 
and  poffeflions  of  his  mod  fplendid  ac» 
quamtance ;  and  what  is  a  proof  of  his 
fincerity  he  never  ieeks  the  cure  of  his  de* 
jedHon,  where  they  feek  theirs,  in  the  world, 
but  in  God. 

But  as  to  the  faith  of  worldly  perfbns, 

however  ftrong  it  may  be  in  fpeculatioti, 

^  a  however 
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however  tathnflax.  their,  creed, -liowwrer 
ftoufc  their  profeffioQ*  one*  Cannot  hdp  foar- 
mg  that,  it  a;  a  iittlejdefetti  ve  in  fincerity  :' 
for  if  there  were  in'the  xmrida  full  perfua- 
fion  of  ihe  truth  <ef  re*elatioil,r4nd:of  the 
eternal  :bHfia£:pE0ttife8j:  would  It  •  not  be 
obvious  totfaenvthat  fcheri  miift:  be  more 
diligence  for  it6  attainment  ?•  We  difcover 
great  ardour  in  carrying  on : worldly  pro-' 
je£b,  becaufe  we  believe  the  good  which  we 
are  purfuing  is  real,  and  will  reward  the 
trouble  of  the  purfuit:  we  believe  that  good 
tp  be  attained  by  diligence,  and  we  pru- 
dently proportion  our  earneftnefe  to  this 
convi&ion :  when  therefore  we  fee  perfons 
profeffing  a  lively  faith  in  a  better  world, 
yet  labouring  little  to  obtain  an  intereft  in 
it,  .can  we  forbear  fufpe&ng  that  their 
belief,  not  only  of  their  own  title  to  eternal 
,  happinefs,  but  of  eternal  happinefs  itfelf,  is 
not  well  grounded  ?  and  that,  if  they  were 
to  "  examine  themfelves  truly,"  and  pro- 
duce the  principle  of  fuch  a  relaxed  mora- 
lity, the  faith  would  be  found  to  be  much 
of  a_piece  with  the  praflice  ? 

Even 
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Even'  that  •  Very  fpifit  :.o£  xnjoymau 
which  leads'  the  perfons  in  queflaon  fo  fttf- 
dioufly  to  pfcffefe  thdmfdves  of  the  quaH& 
cations  for  the  pleafures1  of  the  prefent 
fcene;  that  urtderftanding  ^hich  IeacK 
them  to  acquire  fuctitalehW  as  may  enatrtfe 
them  to  relilh  the  reforms  of  -gaiety  here? 
that  very  fpirit  fhould  induce  thofe  who 
are  really  looking  for  a  future  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  to  wifh  to  acquire  fomething  of  the 
tafte,  and  temper,  and  talents,  -which  may 
be  confidered  as  qualifications  for  its  en* 
joyment.  The  negleft  to  do  this  muft 
proceed  from  one  of  thefe  two  caufesr; 
either  they  mud  think  their  prefent  courfe 
a  fafe  and  proper  courfe ;.  or  they  moil 
think  that  death  is  to  produce  fo me  fudden 
and  furprifing  alteration  in  the  human 
chara&er.  But  the  office  of.  death  is  to 
tranfport  us  to  a  new  ftate,  not  to  trank 
form  us  to  a  new  nature ;  the  ftroke  of 
death  is  intended  to  effeft  our  deliverance 
out  of  this  world,  and  our  introdu&ion 
into  another j   but  it  is  not  likely  to  effed 

q.3  any 
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any  fttddea  and  wonderful  or  tbtaLchange 
in  t>nt  hetito  or  bur  taftes  cl.fo  imr  ftokn 
tbi$»:  that.Ve  ADe  afiured  in  Scripture, 
«V  that  ho  ttaK  i*  fihijy  will  tefflthy  ftUJ, 
"and  h«  that  i&. holy  will  be  fc>ly  ftULM 
Though,  we  believ©  that : dcqfh  will  com? 
plctcly  cJeaafe  the  holy  foul  from  it*  r^ 
maining  pollutions,  that  it  ^rili  exchange 
defective  ian&ifieation  into  perfe&  purity* 
entangling  temptation  into  complete  free* 
dom,  want  and  pain  into  heakh  and 
fruition,  doubti  and  fears  into  perfeft 
fccurity,  and  oppreffive  wearinefs  into  ever* 
lafting  reft ;  yet  there  is  no  jnagic  in  the 
wand  of  death  which  will  convert  an  no* 
holy  foul  into  a  holy  one.  And  his  awful 
to  refleft,  that  fuch  tempers  as  have  the 
allowed  predominance  here  will  maintain 
it  for  ever  ;  that  fuch  as  the  will  is  when 
we  clofe  our  eyes  upon  the  things  of  time, 
fuch  it  will  be  when  we  open  them  on 
thole  of  eternity.  The  mere  aft  of  death 
no  more  fits  us  for  heaven,  than  the  mere 
aft  of  the  mafon  who  pulls  down  our  old 

houfe 
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houfe  fits  us  for  a  new  one*    If  we  die 
with  our  hearts  running  over  with  the 
lore  of  the  world,  there  is  no  promife  to 
lead  us  to  expeft  that  we  flrall  rife  with 
them  full  of  the  love  of  God*    Death  in- 
deed will  {hew  us  to  ourfelves  fuch  as  wt 
are,  but  will  not  make  us  fuch  as  we  are 
not :  and  it  will  be  too  late  to  be  acquir- 
ing felf-knowledge  when  we  can  no  longer 
turn  it  to  any  account  but  that  of  torment- 
ing ourfelves.    To  illuftrate  this  truth  fttti 
farther  by  an  allufion  familiar  to  the  per- 
fons  I  addrefs :  the  drawing  up  the  cur- 
tain at  the  theatre,  though  it  ferve6  to  in- 
troduce us  to  the  entertainments  behind  it, 
does  not  create  in  us  any  new  faculties  to 
underftand  or  to  relifh  thofe  entertain- 
ments :  thefe  mud  have  been  long  in  ac- 
quiring ;   they  mud  have  been  provided 
beforehand,  and  brought  with  us  to  the 
place,  if  we  would  relifh  the  pleafures  of 
it;  for  the  entertainment  can  only  operate 
on  that  tafte  we  carry  to  it.    It  is  too  late 
0.4  to 
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to  be  acquiring  when  vm  ought  to  be 
enjoying.  .  .  ,  ■  ;.  ■'  ^  .   .-   . 

v  That  fpirk  of  prayer  imdrpraHev  thofc 
idifpofitionscftof  love,  meeknefs, . ; "  peace, 
&  quietnefs,/ and  afluratce;":  that  indif- 
ference to  the  falhion  of  .a  leofcld  which  is 
paffingaway;  that  longing  after. deliver- 
ance from  fin*-  that  defire  of -Jioiiaefst  to- 
gether with  all  thp  fpecific  marks  of  out* 
having  ".  the  fruits .  of  the  fpirit"  here, 
jnuft  furely  make  fome  part  of  our  qua- 
lification for  the  enjoyment  of  a  world, 
the  pleasures  of  which  are  all  fpiritual. 
And  who  can  conceive  any  thing  com- 
parable to  the  awful  furprife  of  a  foul  long 
immerfed  in  the  indulgences  of  vanity  and 
pleasure,  yet  all  the  while  lulled  by  the  felf- 
complacency  of  a  religion  of  mere  forms ; 
'who,  while  it  counted  upon  heaven  as  a 
thing  of  courfe,  had  made  no  prepara- 
tion for  it!  Who  can  conceive  any  fur- 
prife comparable  to  that  of  fuch  a  foul 
on  (hutting  its  eyes  on  a  world  of  fenfe,  of 
which  all  the  objetts  and  delights  were  fo 

congenial 


ON   A   WORLDLY   SPIRIT.  253 

congenial  to  its  nature,  and  opening  them 
on  a  World  of  fpirits  of  which  all  the  char 
rafters  of  enjoyment  are  of  a  nature  new, 
unknown,  furprifing,  and  fpecifically  dif- 
ferent? pleafures  more  inconceivable  to 
its  apprehenfion  and  more  unfuitable  to  its 
tafte,  than  the  gratifications  of  one  fenfe 
are  to  the  organs  of  another,  or  than  the 
moil  exqiiifite  works  of  genius  to  abfolute 
imbecility  of  mind. 

While  we  would  with  deep  humility 
confefs  that  we  cannot  purchafe  heaven 
by  any  works  or  right  difpofitions  of 
our  own;  while  we  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge that  it  muft  be  purchafed  for  us 
by  c<  Him  who  loved  us,  and  wafhed 
<c  us  from  our  fins  in  his  blood;"  yet 
let  us  remember  that  we  have  no  reafon 
to  expett  we  could  be  capable  of  en- 
joying the  pleafures  of  a  heaven  fo 
purchafed  without  heavenly  mindednefs. 
When  thofe  perfons  who  are  apt  to  expeft 
as  much  comfort  from  religion  as  if  their 
hearts  were  not  full  of  the  world,  now 

and 


and  then,  in  a  fit  of  bctmkf-  m-kr* 
ipirits,  complain  that  ChriftuftWp  does 
not  make  them  ai  good  and*  as  happf** 
jjbcy  were  led  to  expeft  from  tljat  atinr- 
£nce,  that  u  great  peace  have  they,  who 
"love  the  Lord/9  and  that  "they; who 
*  wait  on :  him  (hall  want  no  manner  of 
".thing  that  is  good  $"  whaMhef  lament 
that  the  paths  of  religion  are.  not  thofe 
44  paths  of  pleafantneft"  they  were  led  to 
arpeft ;  their  cafe  reminds  one  of  a  cele- 
brated phyfician,  who  ufed  to  fay,  that 
the  reafon  why  bis  prefcriptions,  which 
commonly  cured  the  poor  and  the  tem- 
perate, did  fo  little  good  among  his  rich 
luxurious  patients,  was,  that  while  he  was 
labouring  to  remove  the  difeafe  by  medi- 
cines, of  which  they  only  took  drams, 
grains,  and  fcruples j  they  were  inflaming 
h  by  a  multiplicity  of  injurious  aliments* 
which  they  fwallowed  by  ounces,  pounds, 
and  pints. 

Thcfe  faihionable  Chriftians  fhould  be 
roninded,  that  there  was  no  half  engage- 
ment 
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ment  made  for  them  at  their  baptifm ;  that 
they  are  not  partly  their  own  and  partly 
their  Redeemer's*  He  that  is  "  bought 
"  with  a  price/*  is  the  fole  property  of 
the  purchafer.  Faith  does  not  confifl 
merely  in  fobmitting  the  opinions  of  the 
underftanding,  but  the  difpofitions  of  the 
heart:  religion  is  not  a  facrifice  of  fen- 
timents,  but  of  aflSeftions:  it  is  not  the 
tribute  of  fear  extorted  from  a  flave,  but 
the  voluntary  homage  of  love  paid  by  a 
child. 

Neither  does  a  Chriftian's  piety  confift 
in  living  in  retreat,  and  railing  at  the  prao 
tices  of  the  world,  while,  perhaps,  her 
heart  is  full  of  the  fpirk  of  that  world  at 
which  &e  is  railing :  but  it  confifts  in 
fubduing  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  refilling 
its  temptations,  and  oppofing  its  pra&ices, 
even  while  her  duty  obliges  her  to  live 
in  it. 

Nor  is  the  fpirit  or  the  love  of  the 
world  confined  to  thofe  only  who  are 
making  a  figure  in  it ;  nor  are  its  opera>» 

tioas 
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tions  bouiwicd-^^die  precinaa^rof  the 
metropolis,  nor -by  the  tinptftdroegkmsjdf 
firibrate  tank  and  4ifendoiv..:iSte  *ho»* 
veighs  againft  tho. luxuty  and  etfedfet 
$f  London*  andLfolacet herfelf  iahf?  own 
coinparauvc  iobwty,  (bcc^«fe  ttfr  9Qie 
arcumfcribed  fortune  ooripds  her  to  Jake 
np  with  the  fecond-hand  pleasure*  <*£&> 
cdBve  watering*places»  if  fee  purfueibde 
pleafures  with  -avidity,  k  .  govtrncd.  by 
the  fame  fpirit :  and  flie  whofe  flill  nar- 
rower opportunities  flint  her  to  the  petty 
diverfions  of  her  provincial  town,  if  fhe 
be  bufied  in  fwelling  and  enlarging  her 
fmaller  fphere  of  vanity  and  idlenefs, 
however  fhe  may  comfort  herfelf  with 
her  own  comparative  goodnefs,  by  railing 
at  the  unattainable  pleafures  of  the  water- 
ing-place, or  the  ftill  more  unapproach- 
able joys  of  the  capital,  is  governed  by 
the  fame  fpirit :  for  fhe  who  is  as  vain, 
as  diffipated,  and  as  extravagant  as  aftual 
circumftances  admit,  would  be  as  vain, 
as  diffipated,  and  as  extravagant  as  the 

gayeft 
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gayeft  objects  of  her  iuve&ive  aftuallp 
are,  if  flie  could  change  places  with  them. 
It  is  not  merely  by  what  we  do  that  wc: 
can  be  lure  the  fpirit  of  the  world  has  no- 
dominion  t>ver  us,  but  by  fairly  coafider-». 
ing  what  we  fhould  probably  do  if  more* 
were  in  our  power. 

The  Worldly  Chriftian,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  fuch  a  palpable  contradiction  in. 
terms,  muff:  not  imagine  that  fhe  acquits 
herfelf  of  her  religious  obligations  by  pajr*' 
ing  in  her  mere  weekly  oblation  of  prayer. 
There,  is  no  covenant  by  which  commu- 
nion with  God  is  reflri&ed  to  an  hour  or 
two  on  the  Sunday :  fhe  muft  not  imagine 
fhe  acquits  herfelf  by  fetting  apart  a  few 
particular  days  in  the  year  for  the  exercife 
of  a  periodical  devotion,  and  then  flying 
back  to  the  world  as  eagerly  as  if  ihe  were 
refolved  to  repay  herfelf  with  large  interefl 
for  her  fhort  fit  of  felf-denial ;  the  ftream 
of  pleafure  running  with  a  more  rapid  cur- 
rent, from  having  been  interrupted  by  this 

forced 
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forced  obftru&on.     And  the  avidity  with 
which  one  has  feen  certain  perfons  of  a 
ffill  lefs  correft  character  than  the  dab 
We  have  been  confidermg,  return  to  a 
whole  year's  carnival,  after  the  ieHUmpofed 
penance  of  a  Paffion  week,  gives  a  flirewd 
intimation  that  they  confidered  the  tem- 
porary abftra&ion  lefs  as  an  ad  of  peni- 
tence for  the  pad,  than  as  a  purchafe  of 
indemnity  for  the   future.     Such  bare- 
weight  proteftants  prudently  condition  for 
retaining   the  Popifli  do&rine   of  indul- 
gences, which  they  buy,  not  indeed  of 
the  late  fpiritual  court  of  Rome,  but  of 
that  fecret,    felf-acquitting  judge,    which 
ignorance  of  its  own  turpitude,  and  of  the 
ftritt  acquirements  of  the  divine  law,  has 
eftabliftied  fupreme  in  the  tribunal  of  every 
unrenewed  heart. 

But  the  pradice  of  felf-examination  is 
impeded  with  one  clog,  which  renders  it 
peculiarly  inconvenient  to  the  gay  and 
worldly  :  for  the  royal  prophet  (who  was, 

however, 
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however*  himfelf  as  likely  as  any  one  to 
l#  acquainted  with    the    difficulties   pc* 
cuUar   to  greatnefs)  has   annexed  aft  a 
concomitant  to  ((  communing  with  our 
4C  own  heart,"  that  we  fliould  "  beftllU*. 
Now  this  daufe  of  the  injun&ioa  annihi- 
lates the  other,  by  rendering  it  incompat- 
ible with. the  pr^fent  habits  of  fafhionable 
life,  of  which  Jlillnefs  is  clearly  not  one  of 
the    constituents.      It    would,    however, 
greatly  aflift  thofe  who  do  not  altogether 
decline  the  pra&ice,  if  they  were  to  eftab~ 
lifh  into  a  rule  the  habit  of  detecting  cer- 
tain fufpicious  practices,  by  realizing  them* 
as  it  were,  to  their  own  minds,  through 
the  means- of  drawing  them  out  in  detail,, 
and  of  placing   them   before   their  eyes 
cloathed  in  language ;  for  there  is  nothing 
that  fo   effedhially  expofes  an   abfurdity 
which  has  hitherto  paffed  mutter  for  want 
of  fuch  an  inquifition,  as  giving  it  ihape, 
and  form,  and  body.     How  many  things 
which  now  Clently  work  themfelves  into 
the  habit,  and  pafs  current  without  in- 
14  quiry, 
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quiry,  would  then  ibock  ud  by  their  pat 
pable  inconfiftency!  Who,  for- iafbnce* 
could  ftand  the  fight  of  fuch  *  ddbtor  and 
creditor  account  as  this  :—Item;;  So  many 
card-parties,  balls,  and  operas- due  to  me 
in  the  following  year,  for  fo'mairy  manuals, 
prayers,  and  meditations  paid  beforehand 
during  the  laft  fix  days  in ; Lent?  With 
how  much  indignation  foever  thb  fug- 
geftion  may  be  treated j  whatever1  offence 
may  be  taken  at  fuch  a  combination  of  the 
ferious  and  the  ludicrous ;  however  we 
may  revolt  at  the  idea  of  futfi  a  Compo- 
fition  with  our  Maker,  when  put  into  fo 
many  words ;  does  not  the  habitual  courfe 
of  fome  go  near  to  realife  fuch  a  ftate- 
ment  ? 

But  "  a  Chriftian's  race?  as  a  venerable 
Prelate  *  obferves,  "  is  not  run  at  fo  many 
4C  beats?  but  is  a  conflant  courfe,  a  regu- 
lar progrefs  by  which  we  are  continually 
gaining  ground  upon  fin,  and  approaching 
nearer  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 

*  Bifhop  Hopkins. 

Am 


jelling 'at  ttifc  •  tn^d  ^KiT  wltf& 
*&>*««  ddfchrffljf  i*  Ws *  Ifcdfc^He'fccflr.. 
^fl^r*1  -Gt^  fBrtfffl  Btth^rtafchaHfe 
¥&5r£rtf&it4-'  flife  b&WHK  jWacncfe*  ami 
ttAttttfT  »"  be  Jftftf  tfttoiifthf  «T  -flfctf  of 
Hie  firt^ttefl  Chwftfei«i;  atitfja/tfcdtonrt* 
16  befefbrte&'tcyas  tefega*  Gft-HU&utfft 
that  Is*  as  tag  lit  tht *<yk&4  faiti  feftt  ft 
ft  ttllW  Mil  «ff  tfed  tlWUjhte,:  &<&  &t 
ft fltoft  tt^ra'tfldf  Ifttlb-flfe  gfig  fatity, 
BWf  c^tfif  frcttr  tfti  lawful  f&ftm  bf  HSfiL 
iteft  aftd  flte  KUAAl*  :«W«fi#  df  4fc; 
ftfaf)  At  ttftftff,  ft$  &&rmfifart^  ■  stf  ft  vfcr$) 
xhefpMii  tfikh  (ftridtaft*  fr«A  MNEtyJ'* 

>Tis  greatly  wife  to  talk  with  our  pad  hour** 
And  afk  them  what  report  they  bore  to  heaven, 
And  hoW  tnty  migtit  SaV*  #6r*e*  mb^w^come  newt. 

Yet  as  to.tRofe  #ho  lee£  a  (tort  annual 
fetreat  as  X  mere  form  j  wfid  dignify  witk 
thfe  ictsa  of  a^fefiglotfs^fetirement  a'weet 
faf  tffcdfriftf  rathAr  ttAfeftfoii^ble*  to  bft 
:    vol.  iu  r  %  feen 
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feen  in  town;;  wlp  retire  with  w  nu- 
tated resolution  to,  return  to  the  maxima 
the  pleasures,  tad  the  fpirit  of  that 
.world  which,  ihey  do  but  mechanically 
renounce.; .<■ is  it  not  to  fcje.  feared  that 
jfuch  a  ihort  fecelftou,  .which  does  not 
jfvea  pretend  tofubduethtpriociple^  bat 
merely  fufpendt  the  qfiv.-tnay  oafy  fervt 
to  let  a  keener  edge  on  the  -appetite '  for 
the  pletfures  they  arc  quitting  ?  Is  it  not 
to  be  feared  that  the  bow  may  fly  back 
with  redoubled,  violence  from  having  been 
unnaturally  bent  i  that  by  varniftring  over 
a  life  of  vanity  with  the  tranfient  externals 
of  a  formal  and  temporary  piety,  they  may 
the  more  dangeroufly  lkin  over  the  trou- 
blefomc  forenefs  of  a  tender  confidence,  by 
laying 

This  flattering  un&ion  to  the  foul? 

And  is  it  not  awfully  to  be  feared,  that 

Tuch  devotions  come  in  among  thofe  vain 

oblations  which  the  Almighty  has  declared 

he  will  not  accept  ?    For,  is  it  not  among 

13  the 
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the  delufions  of  a  worldly  piety,  to  confider 
Cbriftianity  as  a  thing  which  cannot,  in- 
deed, fafely  be  omitted*  but  which  is  to 
be  got  over;  a  certain  quantity  of  which  is, 
as  it  were,  to  be  taken  in  the  lump,  with 
long  intervals  between  the  repetitions  ?  Is 
k  hot  among  its  delufions  to  confider  reli- 
gion as  impofing  a  fet  of  hardfliips,  which 
mufi  be  occafionally  encountered  in  order 
to  procure  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the 
long  refpite?— a  fhort  penalty  for  a  long 
pleafure  ?  that  thefe  fevere  conditions  thus 
fulfilled,  the  acquitted  Chriftian,  having 
paid  the  annual  demand  of  a  rigorous 
requifuion,  fhe  may  now  lawfully  return 
to  her  natural  ftatej  and  the  ok}  reckon- 
ing being  adjufted,  fhe  may  begin  a  new 
fcore,  and  receive  the  reward  of  her 
punctual  obedience,  in  the  refumed  in- 
dulgence of  thofe  gratifications  which 
fhe  had  for  a  fhort  time  laid  afide  as  a 
hard  taik  to  pleafe  a  hard  mailer:  but 
this  tafk  performed,  and  the  mailer  ap- 
pealed, the  mind  may  difcover  its  natural 
■:'.  7  r  2  bentf 
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and  then,  in  a  fit  of  honefy  or-  Jaw 
fpirits,  complain  that  Chriftiaiufp  doe* 
not  make  them  as  good  and  at  happy  j» 
jhey  were  led  to  expeft  from  that  affur- 
9nce,  that  "  great  peace  have  they  who 
*  love  the  Lord,"  and  that  "  they,  who 
M  wait  on  him  {hall  want  no  manner  of 
"  thing  that  is  good ;"  when  they  lament 
that  the  paths  of  religion  are  not  thole 
"  paths  of  pleafantnefs"  they  were  led  to 
cxpeft ;  their  cafe  reminds  one  of  a  cele- 
brated phyfician,  who  ufed  to  fay,  that 
the  reafon  why  his  prefcriptions,  which 
commonly  cured  the  poor  and  the  tem- 
perate, did  fo  little  good  among  his  rich 
luxurious  patients,  was,  that  while  he  was 
labouring  to  remove  the  difeafe  by  medi- 
cines, of  which  they  only  took  drams, 
grains,  and  fcruples j  they  were  inflaming 
h  by  a  multiplicity  of  injurious  aliment*, 
which  they  fwallowed  by  ounces,  pounds, 
and  pints. 

Thefe  fafhionable  Chriftians  fhould  be 
r^nindcd,  that  there  was  no  half  engage- 
ment 
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ment  made  for  them  at  their  baptifm ;  that 
they  are  not  partly  their  own  and  partly 
their  Redeemer's.  He  that  is  "  bought 
*  with  a  price/1  is  the  fole  property  of 
the  purchafer.  Faith  does  not  confift 
merely  in  fobmitting  the  opinions  of  the 
underftanding,  but  the  difpofitions  of  the 
heart:  religion  is  not  a  facrifice  of  fen- 
thnents,  but  of  affe&ions:  it  is  not  the 
tribute  of  fear  extorted  from  a  Have,  but 
the  voluntary  homage  of  love  paid  by  a 
child. 

Neither  does  a  Chrifiian's  piety  confift 
in  living  in  retreat,  and  railing  at  the  prac- 
tices of  the  world,  while,  perhaps,  her 
heart  is  full  of  the  fpirk  of  that  world  at 
which  fhe  is  railing :  but  k  confifts  in 
fubduing  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  refitting 
itfc  temptations,  and  oppofing  its  practices, 
even  while  her  duty  obliges  her  to  live 
in  it. 

Nor  is  the  fpirit  or  the  love  of  the 
world  confined  to  thofe  only  who  are 
making  a  figure  in  it ;  nor  are  its  opera* 

tions 
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tions  bounded*  fciy  -the  prerin&s^'of  .  the 
metropolis,  nor  by  the  linritednregionj^f 
fiHb-rate  tank,  add  fplendokv. . :  She  *ho  in* 
veighs  againft  the ,  luxury ,  and  etfoefies 
of  London*  and  forces  herfelf  in  h$r  own 
comparative  fpbriety,becaufe  h$r  more 
arcumfcribed  fortune  compels  her  to  jtake 
up  with  the  fecond-hand  pleafures  of  fuo 
ceflive  watering-places*  if  Ihe  purfuc  thdc 
pleafures  with  avidity,  is ,  governed  by 
the  fame  fpirit :  and  ihe  whofe  ftiil  nar- 
rower  opportunities  (tint  her  to  the  petty 
diverfions  of  her  provincial  town,  if  ihe 
be  bufied  in  fwelling  and  enlarging  her 
fmaller  fphere  of  vanity  and  idleneft, 
however  Ihe  may  comfort  herfelf  with 
her  own  comparative  goodnefs,  by  railing 
at  the  unattainable  pleafures  of  the  water- 
ing-place, or  the  ftill  more  unapproach- 
able joys  of  the  capital,  is  governed  by 
the  fame  fpirit :  for  fhe  who  is  as  vain, 
as  diffipated,  and  as  extravagant  as  a&ual 
circumftances  admit,  would  be  as  vain, 
as  diflipated,  and  as  extravagant  as  the 

gayeft 
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gay  eft  objects  of  her  iuve&ive  aftually; 
are,  if  (he  could  change  places  with  them.- 
k  is  not  merely  by  what  we  do  that  wc 
can  be  fore  the  fpirit  of  the  world  has  no  - 
dominion, Over  us,  but  by  fairly  confider-, 
ing  what  we  fhould  probably  do  if  more 
were  inr  bur  power, 

•The  Worldly  Chriftian,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  filth  a  palpable  contradklion  in 
terms,  muff:  not  imagine  that  fhe  acquits 
herfelf  of  her  religious  obligations  by  pay-' 
ing  in  her  mere  weekly  oblation  of  prayer. 
There  is  no  covenant  by  which  commu- 
nion with  God  is  refiri&ed  to  an  hour  or 
two  on  the  Sunday :  fhe  mud  not  imagine 
fhe  acquits  herfelf  by  fetting  apart  a  few 
particular  days  in  the  year  for  the  exercife 
of  a  periodical  devotion,  and  then  flying 
back  to  the  world  as  eagerly  as  if  ihe  were 
refolved  to  repay  herfelf  with  large  interefl 
for  her  fhort  fit  of  felf-denial ;  the  dream 
of  pleafure  running  with  a  more  rapid  cur- 
rent, from  having  been  interrupted  by  this 

forced 
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forced  obftru&on.     And  the  avidity  wiA 
which  one  has  feen  certain  fteribbs  of  tf 
ftill  lefs  correal  chara&er  than  the  efafr 
tire  hare  been  confidering,  return  to  a 
whole  year's  carnival,  after  the  fetf-impofed 
penance  of  a  Pkffion  week,  give*  a  (hrewd 
intimation  that  they  confidered  die  tem- 
porary abftra&ion  lefs  as  an  aft  of  peni- 
tence for  the  pad,  than  as  a  pttrchafe  of 
indemnity  for  the   future*     Such   bare- 
weight  proteftants  prudently  condition  for 
retaining  the  PopHh  do&rine  of  indul- 
gences, which  they  buy,  not  indeed  of 
the  late  fpiritual  court  of  Rome,  but  of 
that  fecret,    felf-acquitting  judge,   which 
ignorance  of  its  own  turpitude,  and  of  the 
(trill  acquirements  of  the  divine  law,  has 
eftablifhed  fupreme  in  the  tribunal  of  every 
unrenewed  heart* 

But  the  pra&ice  of  felf-examination  is 
impeded  with  one  clog,  which  renders  it 
peculiarly  inconvenient  to  the  gay  and 
worldly  :  for  the  royal  prophet  (who  was, 

however, 
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however >  himfelf  as  likely  as  any  one  to 
l?4  tequaioted  with    the    difficulties    pe- 
culiar  to  greatnefs)  has   annexed  as  a 
concomitant  to  "  communing  with  our 
V  own  heart/'  that  we  fhould  "  beJlilL". 
Now  this  claufe  of  the  injunction  annihi- 
lates the  other,  by  rendering  it  incompat- 
ible with  the  prefent  habits  of  fafluonabie 
life,  of  which  Jlillnefs  is  clearly  not  one  of 
the   conftituents.      It    would,    however, 
greatly  affift  thofe  who  do  not  altogether 
decline  the  pra&ice,  if  they  were  to  eftab- 
U(h  into  a  role  the  habit  of  detecting  cer- 
tain fufpicious  practices,  by  realizing  them, 
as  it  were,  to  their  own  minds,  through 
the  means* of  drawing  them  out  in  detail,, 
and  of  placing   them   before   their  eyes 
cloathed  in  language \  for  there  is  nothing 
that  fo  effectually  expofes  an   abfurdiiy 
which  has  hitherto  paffed  mufter  for  want 
of  fuch  an  inquifition,  as  giving  it  fhape, 
and  form,  and  body.     How  many  things 
which  now  Clently  work  themfelves  into 
the  habit,  and  pals  current  without  in- 
14  quiry, 
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quiry,  would  then  ihock  u4  by'thek •  pal* 
pable  inconfiftencyij    Who,^  fo*  iajbmcfe* 
tould  ftand  tfce  fight  of  fticfiHt  debtor  «ricP 
creditor  account  as  this  i—Iiem;  So  many 
card-parties,  balls,  and  operas- due*  to  me 
in  the  following  year,  for  fo' many  manuals, 
prayers,  and  meditations  paid  beforehand 
during  the  laft  fix  days  in ;  Lent?  With 
bow  much  indignation  foever-  -  thb  -fug* 
geftion  may  be  treated ;  whatever'  offence- 
may  be  taken  at  fuch  a  combinatidn  of  the 
ferious  and  the  ludicrous ;   however  we 
may  revolt  at  the  idea  of  fiitih:  a  totnpo* 
fition  with  our  Maker,  wheh'putinto  fo 
many  words ;  does  not  the  hibituil  dourfe 
of  fome  go  near  to  realife  fuch  a  ftate- 
ment  ? 

But  "  a  Chriftian's  race"  as  a  venerable' 
Prelate  *  obferves,  "  is  not  run  at  fo  many 
"  heats"  but  is  a  conftant  courfe,  a  regu- 
lar progrefs  by  which  we  are  continually 
gaining  ground  upon  fin,  and  approaching 
nearer  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 

*  Bifhop  Hopkins.  ** 

Am 
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&#"■<#  ^irtfift  ftfatfs*  Aiifl  -i*A 
jeSngf  'arifttfc  •  trdti/kd  l^Ht"  wfflA 
l&cflSs'atftfcrfW1  i*  Ws  *  fcaf&Bte  fec«. 
"'fla*?"'-  -GtW  fbrbiai    SWrtafonaHfc 

Vifir^fiichti   HAVe   O^W  zttt  pravucfe*   Stud 

19  btfflKbHea'to'a*  febg  as  GHrfflHAity1, 
ttftt  isj  as tag  4W thfe  world*  ftratf fc&  ft 
4  *M1  t*«all  «ff  tlMJ  thetifchllWy  €*<«  At 
ft  flibft  fha*,«dl  dttly  IftMh  fife  8fld  faiytf, 
Mi  dim  frdte  tlte  lawful  j^rfuW  0f  Hffll 
itefe  aM  flifc  Katfdaftfe!  ttWfcffitf  <H  ttr'; 

the  fpad*  uftfeh  tfv&feyttrftMfc  MHMityf' 

*Tis  greatly  wife  to  talk  with  our  pad  hour** 
And  aflc  thtm  what  report  they  bore  to  heaven, 
And  hoW  th<ty  n%fit  SaV*  We*  ifoffw^cbme  newt. 

Vet  as  tothofe  #ho  leek  a  (tort  annual 
Jfetreat  as  tf  mere'  form  j  wfio  dignify  witt 
th£  fctfl.  of  tf  fefigfous  fetifement  a  wee& 
fa  trtfcdfr  ifi*  rather  ttflftflita^le  fo  bft 
:    vol.  a.  r  v  fecn 


Jfeea-  in  town;  wlp,  retire  jwth  p$  an* 
Jbated  re/bjution  tQ>  jejuni  to  tbp  iyig¥im% 
the-  pleasures,  wi  cthe  i^t:  c£,tha£ 
jporld  which j:they  do  but  ■  myhaairaHy 
renounce,; -is  it  not  to  fciearad  that 
fuch  aftort  fcoegion,  .;which  does  not 
-^vcur  pjrett&d  tofubdue  th^priflciple^  bat 
JBiereiy  fufpends  the  J&r.-fnay  onjy  feryt 
to;Jfet  a  keener  edge  an  the  appetite  for 
the  pletfUres  they  are  quitting?  Is  it  not 
4&  be  feared  that  the  bow  may  .fly  back 
with  redoubled,  violence  fforn  having  been 
unnaturally  bent  ?  that  by  wnHhing  over 
a  life  of  vanity  with  the  tranfieqt  externals 
of  a  formal  and  temporary  piety,  they  may 
the  more  dangeroufly  (kin  over  die  trou- 
blefomc  forenefs  of  a  tender  confeience,  by 
laying 

Tkis  flattering  undios  to  the  fouU 

And  is  it  not  awfully  to  be  feared,  that 

fuch  devotions  come  in  among  thofe  vain 

oblations  which  the  Almighty  has  declared 

he  will  not  accept  ?    For,  is  it  not  among 

13  .  .the 
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the  delufions  of  a  worldly  piety,  to  confider 
Chriftianity  as  a  thing  which  cannot,  in- 
deed, fafely  be  omitted*  but  which  is  to 
he  gat  ever;  a  certain  quantity  of  which  is, 
as  it  were,  to  be  taken  in  the  lump,  with 
long  intervals  between  the  repetitions  ?  Is 
k  hot  among  its  delufions  to  confider  reli- 
gion as  impofing  a  fet  of  hardfliips,  which 
rnujl  be  occafionally  encountered  in  order 
to  procure,  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the 
long  refpite  ?— a  fhort  penalty  for  a  long 
pkafure  ?  that  thefe  fevere  conditions  thus 
fulfilled,  the  acquitted  Christian,  having 
paid  the  annual  demand  of  a  rigorous 
requifition,.  fhe  may  now  lawfully  return 
to  her  natural  ftatej  and  the  old  reckon- 
ing being  adjufted,  fhe  may  begin  a  new 
fcore,  and  receive  the  reward  of  her 
punftual  obedience,  in  the  refumed  in- 
dulgence of  thofe  gratifications  which 
fhe  had  for  a  fhort  time  laid  afide  as  a 
hard  taik  to  pleafe  a  hard  matter:  but 
this  tafk  performed,  and  the  mailer  ap- 
pealed, the  mind  may  difcover  its  natural 
7  r  2  bentf 
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fhe  plcafyrc*,    *nd  rthe  fpsit:  o^;thit 

jporld  which j:xhey  do  but   merha^BiraHy 

jenounce.^i*  it  not  to  (t^ /cared  that 

fuch  a^hprt  £pge$o%  ;  which  docs  sot 

-^ycur pjretfnd to fubdue'thf  j>r&ciplv  bat 

Jwereiy  fufpend*  the  #^::tnay only  feryc 

to;lct  a  keener  edgp  oa  the  appetite  for 

the  pletfurca  they  are  quitting?    Is  it  not 

to  be  feared  that  the  bow  may  .fly;  back 

with  redoubled,  violence  fifom  having  been 

.unnaturally  beat  ?  that  by  grafting  over 

a  life  of  vanity  with  the  tranfieqt  externals 

of  a  formal  and  temporary  piety,  they  may 

the  more  dangeroufly  flun  over  the  trou- 

blefomc  forenefs  of  a  tender  conference,  by 

laying 

Tklt  flattering  un&ioa  to  the  foul? 

And  is  it  not  awfully  to  be  feared,  that 

fuch  devotions  come  in  among  thofe  vain 

oblations  which  the  Almighty  has  declared 

he  will  not  accept  ?    For,  i%  it  not  among 

ii  .the 
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the  delufions  of  a  worldly  piety,  to  confider 
Chriftianity  as  a  thing  which  cannot,  in- 
deed, fafely  be  omitted,  but  which  is  to 
be  got  ever;  a  certain  quantity  of  which  is, 
as  it  were,  to  be  taken  in  the  lump,  with 
long  intervals  between  the  repetitions  ?  Is 
k  not  among  its  delufions  to  confider  reli- 
gion as  impofing  a  fet  of  hardfhips,  which 
mujl'  be  occafionally  encountered  in  order 
to  procure,  a  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the 
long  refpite  ?~-»a  fhort  penalty  for  a  long 
pleafure  ?  that  thefe  fevere  conditions  thus 
fulfilled,  the  acquitted  Chriftian,  having 
paid  the  annual  demand  of  a  rigorous 
requifition,  fhe  may  now  lawfully  return 
to  her  natural  ftate  j  and  the  old  reckon- 
ing being  adjufted,  fhe  may  begin  a  new 
fcore,  and  receive  the  reward  of  her 
punctual  obedience,  in  the  refumed  in- 
dulgence of  thofe  gratifications  which 
fhe  had  for  a  fhort  time  laid  afide  as  a 
hard  taik  to  pleafe  a  hard  mafter :  but 
this  tafk  performed,  and  the  mafter  ap- 
pealed, the  mind  may  difcover  its  natural 
■ : .   t  R  2  bentf 
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fecfctyt  tot  &>  improve  k.  They  were  not 
&figaed  fcr  f  he  cold  and  yifionary  virtues 
gf  jbtkudfs  and  monafteries,  but  for  the 
Kibble,  and  endearing,  and  ufeful  office 
*£  (bdad  life  c  they  are  of  a  religion  which 
does  not  injpofe  idle  aufterities,  but  enjoins 
aflave  duties ;  a  religion  of  ybkh  the  moft 
bcaeyokjtt  adions  require  to  be  &n$ified 
fry  the  pureft  motives  ;  a  religion  which 
does  not  condemn  k*  followers  to  the  com*  • 
paratively  eafy  talk  of  feelufion  from  the 
prorld,  but  affigns  them  the  more  difficult 
province  of  living  uncorrupted  in  it ;  A 
religion  which,  while  k  forbids  chem  t* 
«  follow  a  puiltitude  to  do  evjj,"  includes 
in  that  prohibition  the  fin  of  doing  nothing, 
and  which  moreover  enjoins  them  to  be 
followers  <£  him  "  who  went  about  doing 
"good* 

But  may  we  not  reafonably  contend, 
that  though  the  fame  fequeftration  is  not 
required,  yet  that  the  fame  fpirit  and 
temper  which  one  hopes  is  thought  ner 
ceffary  by  all  during  the  occafional  humi- 
r  3  liation, 
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liarion,  muft,  by  every  real  Xlbriftiaa^  bil 
extended  throughout  all  the  periods  of  the 
year  ?  And  when  that  is  really  the  cafe* 
when  once  the  fpirit  of  religion  (hall  indeed 
govern  the  heart,  it  will  not  only  animate 
her  religious  a&ions  and  employments,  but 
will  gradually  extend  itfelf  to  the  chat 
tiling  her  converfation,  will  difripfine  her 
thoughts,  influence  her  common  bufineft, 
and  fan&ify  her  very  pleafures. 

But  it  fhould  feem  that  many,  who 
entertain  a  general  notion  of  Chriftian  duty, 
do  not  confider  it  as  of  univerfal  and 
unremitting  obligation,  but  rather  as  a 
duty  binding  at  times  on  all,  and  at  all 
times  on  fome.  To  the  attention  of  fuch 
we  would  recommend  that  very  explicit 
addrefs  of  our  Lord  on  the  fubjeft  of  felf- 
denial,  the  temper  dire&Iy  oppofed  to  a 
worldly  fpirit :  "  And  he  faid  unto  them 
"  all,  if  any  man  will  come  after  me, 
"  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his 
"  crofs  daily."  Thofe  who  think  felf- 
{lenial  not  of  univerfal  obligation,   wil| 

obferve 
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tdbferve  the  word  all,  and  thofe'who  thifik 
the  obligation  not  eonjiant  will  attend  to 
the  terni  daily.  Thefe  two  little  words' 
cut  up  by  the  root  all  the  occafional  relfc 
gious  obfervancfcs  grafted  on  a  worldly* 
life  ;  all  tranfient,  periodical,  and  tempo-' 
rary  ads  of  piety,  which  fome  feem  willing 
to  commute  for  habitual  thoughtleffnefs. 
•  There  is  indeed  fcarcely  a  more  pitiable 
being  than  one  who,  inftead  of  making  her 
religion  the  informing  principle  of  all  fhe 
does,  has  only  juft  enough  to  keep  her  in 
continual  fear j  who  drudges  through  her 
Hinted  exercifes  with  a  fuperftitious  kind' 
of  terror,  while  her  general  life  fhpws  that 
the  love  of  fiolinefs  is  not  the  governing 
principle  in  hdr  heart ;  who  feem£  to 
fuflfer  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  Chiifti- 
anity,  but  is  a  ftranger  to  "  that  liberty 
u  wherewith  Chrift  has  made  us  free.'* 
Let  it  not  be  thought  a  ludicrous  invention^ 
if  the  author  hazard  the  producing  a  reaf 
Hluttration of  thefe  remarks,  in  the  inftance 
of  'a  lady  of  this  ftimp,  who,  returning 
r  4  from 


r#T£^jqg  W^fcgwdd^  qf  ]Wfe^pl*> 
c^ency  Iiqw  puct}  %  M  A#r*?4  »  4** 

i#f  vi^i  f  n^tfolty  a^fflgt  *  &at  ft* 
«?  bppsd  ^gwever  it  wQutyg^pir,'*. 
gjit  th&p  i*  »p  pomao^  w»fort  to: 

dftgeAt  Qwfttftu  ftrive*  t£at  ^1}  bis  ?Qipns 
{fcjl  ^yg^lpyeof  Qo^  for  tbff r  sao* 
tiye,  and  th$  glory  of  God,  as  we\\  at  \fa 
qwn  laly^tipi^  for  tbeir  wd  *  whil«  to  go, 
%bout;  to  bajapce  one's,  gppd  and  bad 
^ftions  one  againft  the  other,  and  tQ  t^ 
comfort  ip.  tne  occafional  pr^domina^Ge 
of  the  former,  while  the  cultivation  pf 
tfte  principle  from  \yhi<;b  tbfy  fllQuld  fpriag. 
h  Q$$e£\$d,  h  not  the  road  to.  afl  thofe 
Eeaceftil  fruit*  pf  tjic  fpi^t  to  wbjqh  true* 
Chriftia^jty  cqudu&s  the  bumble  $nd 
penitent  tyelieyert  Foj,  aftw  all  we  can 
qo,  Chridian  tempers  and  a  Chriftian: 
Spirit  are  perhaps  the  true  criterion  of  a 

CJ?wfti^V  dffllfi&9  ^d  fovG  *9  frnufh> 

the 
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$e  jrvoft  unequivocal  teft  of  our  attain* 
ipepty  in  religion*  Qur  dodrine?  may  bo 
found,  but  they  may  not  be  influential  * 
our  anions  may  be  corred,  bpt tfcey  may 
want  the  fanftifying  principle  j  pur  fraipes 
and  feelings  may  ftem,  nay  they  may  b$ 
devput,  but  they  may  be  heightened  \fl 
mere  animal  fervour  j  evei}  if  geauipe  tltfjf 
are  feldoin  Jailing ;  and  \q  pany  pipji*  p^V 
fons  they  are  not  giyeiufeut  it  19  the 
Phriftian  temper  which  moll  iixfajlibly  i% 
ijicate  the  ftncere  Chriftian,  and  heft  pre* 
pare  him  for  the  heavenly  ftate. 

But  I  am  aware  that  a  better  caifc 
pf  characters  than  thole  we  have  been  cpo* 
tempering;  that  ever)  ths  amiable  and 
the  welWilpofccJ,  who,  while  they  want 
courage  to  refill  what  they  have  top  much 
principle  to  think  right,  and  too  muqty 
fenfe  to  juftify,  will  yet  plead  for  the 
palliating  fyftejn,  and  aceufe  thefe  remvlw 
pf  unneceflary  rigour.  They  will  declare 
*c  that  really  they  are  as  religious  as  they 
?  Can  be  j  they  wifh  they  were  better  ; 

"  they 
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*  they  have  little  fotiM^Wln  thfc  fife1 
a  thtyare  leading; "yet  they  cannot  break 
^^with:*e woi-ia ;  they  cannot  fly  in  the 
V  lace  6F  xuftom;  it,  does  not  become 
u  individuals  like' them  to  oppofe  the  tor- 

*  rent-bf  ftfliion."  Beings  fo  interefting, 
abounding,  with  -engaging  qualities;  who 
Mbt  only  fed  the  beauty  of  goodnefs,  but 
r€veren<£  the-;  truths  of  Chriftianity,  and 
We  awftilly  looking  for  a  general  judg- 
ment, one*  is  grieved  to  hear  lament 
'*  that  they  only  do  as  others  do,M  when 
they  are  perhaps  themfelves  of  fuch  rank 
and  importance  that  if  they  would  begin 
to  do  right,  others  would  be  brought  to  do 
as  they  did.  One  is  grieved  to  hear  them 
indolently  affert,  that  "  they  wifh  it  were 
u  ■  otherwife,"  when  they  poffefs  the  power 
to  make  it  otherwife,  by  fettirig  an  example 
which  they  know  ifrould  be  followed. 
One  is  forry  to  hear  them  content  them- 
felves with  declaring,  that  "  they  have 
f  not  the  courage  to  be  Angular,"  when 
they  mufl  feel/  by  feding  the  influence"  of 

their 
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their  example  in  worfe  things,  that  thire 
would  be  no  fuch  great  Angularity  in  piety 
itfelf,  if  once  they  became  fincerely  pious* 
Befides,  this  diffidence  does  not  break 
out  on  other  occafions.  They  do  not 
blufli  to  be  quoted  as  the  oppbfers  of 
an  old  mode  or  the  inventors  of  a  new  one. 
Nor  are  they  equally  backward  in  being 
the  firft  to  appear  in  a  ftrangefefhion,  fuch 
an  one  as  often  excites  wonder,  and  fome- 
times  even  offends  againft  delicacy.  Let 
noj  then  diffidence  be  pleaded  as  an  excufe 
only  on  occafions  wherein  courage  would 
be  virtue. 

Will  it  be  thought  too  harfli  a  queftion  if 
we  venture  to  afk  thefe  gentle  chara&er* 
who  are  thus  intrenching  themfelves  in  the 
imaginary  fafety  of  furrounding  multitudes, 
and  who  fay  '*  We  only  do  as  others  do^f' 
whether  they  are  willing  to  run  the  tre- 
mendous rifle  of  conferences,  and  to  far* 
as  others  far  if 

But  while  thefe  plead  the  authority  of 
Jafhion  as  a  fufficient  reafon  for  their  con* 


fenpjty  to  the  wprl^.^oc  wkphilipdua 
VUb  a  parajpouft  MUbority  ha»  prfffrcly 
fey,'  :"  9e  y*  **  p»fori^t9^iro^,? 
)fry,  it  is  urge4  as  the  very  btfge  anddft 
$tfUpn  by  yrhich  the  chara&er  pppofite  to 
the  Chriftkm  frtpbejnarW,  "ihatto 
"ineiuUhip  rfthe  work}  fe  tnmifj  vnih 

*G*d," 

4.  Temptation  tocppJEbrmtothf  wopldwpf 
pcvqr  perhaps  wofe  ipr efiHible  th^ui  in  the 
days  which  immediately  preceded  tfo» 
Deluge.  And  no  man  could  ever  have 
pleaded  the  fajbion  in  ordpr  to  jujfify 
a  criminal  affimilation  with  the  reigning 
TOpner?,  wids  more  propriety  than  the 
fttrjjarch  JJoah.  He  had  the  two  grand 
and.  contending  objefts  of  terror  to  en* 
counter  whiffe'v*  have ;  the  fear  of  ridi* 
cule,  and  tfc#  ft*r  of  deftryftion;  the 
dread  of  fin,  and  the  dread  of  Angularity, 
Our  canfe  of  alarm  is  at  lead  equally 
preffing  with  his ;  for  it  does  not  appear, 
even  while  he  was  actually  obeying  the 
Divine  command  in  providing  the  means 

of 


<*f  hi*  futiiftt  fafety,  that  he/aw  any  aCftiaf 
fymptottte  of  the  impetidfeg  rtihr.  Sd 
that  in  <5ne  feafe  j&*  might  have  tinty 
pleaded  &  an  exCufe  ibf  flackflefi  of  pt& 
Juration,  «  that  all  thitog*  continued  arf 
m  they  trere  from  the  begfaaing j"  triofe 
*iany  of  us,  though  the  ftorm  is  actu- 
ally begtfll,  neVef  think  df  pf  avidiHg  the? 
rcftigei  though  we  have  had  2  fuller 
revdatioft,  have  feea  Scripture  iHuftrated, 
prophecy  fulfilling,  whh  every  awful  dr* 
ctuftfta&ee  that  can  either  qufcken  the  taoft 
Jtaggfth  remiflhefs^  ok  confirm  the  feebfeft 
huh. 

Bdides,  the  Patriarch's  plea  for  foffcflTi 
ing  the  fafhion  was  ftronger  than  yon  cAtk 
produce.  While  you  muft  fee  that  many 
are  going  wrong,  he  law  that  Hoist  were 
going  right.  "  All  flefli  had  corrupted 
H  his  way  before  God ;"  whiHl,  bfeflkl 
be  God !  you  have  ftitt  inftances  enough 
©f  piety  to  keep  you  in  cotltltcitlaflCtf.• 
While  you  lament  that  the  nvbfld  feducte* 
you,   (for  every  one  has  a  little  World 
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of-hi*  own,)  your  wMdp4*feag%*ft>oty  * 
p^tty  neighbourhood, -a  .fcw  itfiastt  rand 
%»re&;  but  the  Patriarch  ha&reaHy  <he 
contagiop  of  a  whole  uuitod  world  to 
Tdfift ;  he  had  literallythc  example  of  the 
yhole  face  of  the  earth  tooppofe.  The 
<c.fear  of  ma^".aJfo  would  then  have 
been  a  more  pardonable  fault,, when  the 
lives  of  the  fame  individuals  who  were 
likely  to  -excite  refped  or  fear  was  pro- 
longed many  ages,  than  it  can  be  in  the 
fliort  period  now  affigned  to  human  life. 
How  lamentable  then  that  opinion  fhould 
operate  fo  powerfully  when  it  is  but  the 
breath  of  a  being  Jo*  frail  and  fo  fhort- 
lived, 

That  he  doth  ceafe  to  be, 
Ere  one  can  fay  he  is. 

You  who  find  it  fo  difficult  to  withftand 
the  individual  allurement  of  one  modifli 
acquaintance,  would,  if  you  bad  beenin  the 
Patriarch's  cafe,  have  concluded  the  ftrug- 
gle  to  be  quite  ineffectual,  and  funk  un- 
der 
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d^r  the  fuppofed  fruitleflhefs  of  refinance. 
•*  Myfelf>" :  would  you  not  have  laid  ?  "or 
"  at  mpft  toy  liule  family  of  eight  perfons 
"  can.; Qgyer  hope  to  ftdp  this  torrent 
."  of  corruption  j  I  lament  the  fruitleflfuefi 
"  of  oppofuion;  I  deplore  the  neceffity  of 
"  conforjnity  (with  the  prevailing  fyftem  : 
"but  it  would  be  a  foolifh  prefumption 
"to  hope,  that  -one  family  can  effeft  a 
"  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  world." 
In  your  own  cafe,  however,  it  is  not 
certain- to  how  wide  an  extent  the  hearty 
union  of  even  fewer  perfons  in  fuch  a 
caufe  might  reach :  at  lead  is  it  nothing 
to .  do  what  the  Patriarch  did  ?  was  it 
nothing  ta  preferve  himfelf  from  the 
general  deftru&ion?  was  it  nothing  to 
deliver,  his  own  foul  ?  was  it  nothing  to 
.refcue  the  fouls  of  his  whole  family  ? 

A  wife  man  will  never  differ  from  the 
world  in  trifles.  It  is  certainly  a  mark  of 
a  found  judgment  to  comply:  with  it  when- 
ever we  fafely  can ;  fuch  compliance 
ftrengthens  quf ,  influence  by  referving  to 

Qurfelves 
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Durfetves  the  greater  trriglit  of  iutbofty 
cor  thoftt  occasions,  wbttt  Gflf  «iti&6D& 
obliges  ui  to  differ*  Ttefe  Whc5  at*  pru- 
dent wilt  dbeerfally  eoaftfrta  to  *!*  it*  iftufc 
cent  triage*  *  bill  thofe  *ba  tite  Cfirifthns 
*At\  be  fe*Upulotfc  ift  defitfftg  *hfeh  are 
Ireally  inhoceht  previous  fo  t!rtfr  eonfor* 
Ittfty  td  them.  Not  whit  thetaJHtf,  but 
fcbat  the  Gofpef  calls  inrtcttetft  wifl  be 
found  at  the  gf and  fcrtf  tihy  fo  fisve  been 
Really  fo.  A  tfifcreet  Chriftiaii  Will  ta&e 
due  pains  to  be  convinced  hi  is  right 
before  he  uHl  prefume  to  be  ffrtgiilar :  but 
from  the  inftant  he  is  petfuaded  that  th* 
Gofpeft  is  true,  and  the  \rorfd  tff  cdutfc 
ttrbng,  he  will  no  longer  tiflt  his  fafetj 
by  following  multitudes,  or  his'  foul  by 
flaking  it  oil  htiman  opinion*  All  our 
moft  dangerous1  miftakes  ttik  from  but 
hot  conftafttly  referring  ouf  pfaflice  to 
the  ftandard  of  fcriptore,  inftead  of  the 
mutable  ftartdard  of  human  opinion*  by 
tohich  it  is  impoffible  to  fix  the  real  value 
of  chara&ers.  For  this  latret  ftandard  in 
14  fome 
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feme  cafes  determines  thole  to  be  good 
who  do  not  run  all  the  lengths  in  which  . 
the  notorioufly  bad  allow;  themfelves. 
The  Gofpel  has  an  univerlal,  the  world 
has  a  local  ftandard  of.  goodnefs :  in  cer- 
tain focieties  certain  vices  alone  are  difho- 
nourable,  fuch  as  covetoufiiefs  and  cow- 
ardice ;  while  thofe  fins  of  which  our  Sa- 
viour has  faid,  that  they  which  commit 
them  "  (hall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
"  God,"  detract  nothing  from  the  refpeQ: 
fome  perfons  receive.  Nay,  thofe  very 
characters  whom  the  Almighty  has  ex- 
prefsly  and  awfully  declared  "  He  will 
1  c  judge  V  are  received,  are  admired,  are 
careffed,  in  that  which  calls  itfelf  the  be(i 
company. 

But  to  weigh  our  a&ions  by  one  ftand- 
ard now,  when  we  know  they  will  be 
judged  by  another  hereafter,  would  be 
reckoned  the  height  of  abfurdity  in  any 

*  Hebrews,  xin.  4. 

vol.  ii.  s  tranfaftions 
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tranfa&ons  but  thofc  which  involve  tht 
interefts  of  eternity.  "  How  readeft 
<f  thou  ?"  i*  a  more  fpecific  dire&ion 
than  any  comparative  view  of  our  own 
habits  with  the  habits  of  others  :  and  at 
the  final  bar  it  will  be  of  little  avail  that 
our  adions  have  rifen  above  thofe  of  bad 
men,  if  our  views  and  principles  (hall  be 
found  to  have  been  in  oppofition  to  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift. 

Nor  is  their  practice  more  commend- 
able, who  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  pick 
out  the  word  a&ions  of  good  men,  by 
way  of  juftifying  their  own  conduft  on 
the  companion.  The  faults  of  the  bed 
men,  "  for  there  is  not  a  jud  man  upon 
"  the  earth  who  finneth  not,"  can  in  no 
wife  juftiiy  the  errors  of  the  word  :  and 
it  is  not  invariably  the  example  of  even 
good  men  that  we  mud  take  for  our  un- 
erring rule  of  conduft:  nor  is  it  by  a 
fmgle  adlion  that  either  they  or  we  (hall 
be  judged  ;  for  in  that  cafe  who  could  be 
3  faved  ? 
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faved  ?  but  it  is  by  the  general  prevalence 
of  right  principles  and  good  habits*  and 
Chriitian  tempers  ;  by  the  predominance 
of  holinefs,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  temper- 
ance in  the  life,  and  by  the  power  of  hu- 
mility, faith,  and  love  in  the  heart. 


sa 
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On  the  leading  doStrinex  of  GbriftinHj*— 
The  torxuptw*  cf^bitoum:  natute^Tbe 
doflrine  of  redemption. — The  necejftty  of 
a  change  of  hearty  and  of  the  divine  in- 
fluences to  produce  that  change. — With  a 
fketcb  of  the  Cbri/tian  character. 

1  he  author  having  in  this  little  work 
taken  a  view  of  the  falfe  notions  often 
imbibed  in  early  life  from  a  bad  education, 
and  of  their  pernicious  effefts ;  and  having 
attempted  to  point  out  the  refpe&ive  re- 
medies to  thefe ;  flie  would  now  draw  all 
that  has  been  faid  to  a  point,  and  declare 
plainly  what  (he  humbly  conceives  to  be 
the  fource  whence  all  thefe  falfe  notions 
and  this  wrong  conduft  really  proceed: 
the  prophet  Jeremiah  (hall  anfwer :  "  It 
"  is  becaufe  they  have  forfaken  the  foun- 
"  tain  of  living  waters,  and  have  hewn 

"  out 
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"tout  to  themfelves  cifterns,  broken  eifc; 
"terns  that  can  hold  no  water."    It  i9k 
an  ignorance  paft  belief  of   what   true' 
Chnftianity  really  ii  :  the  remedy,  there- 
fore, tod  the  only  remedy  that  dan  be  ap- 
plied with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  is  relW 
gIok,  land  by  Religion  (he  would  be  under- 
ftood  to  mean  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

It  has  been  before  hinted,  that  Religion . 
fhould  be  taught  at  an  early  period  of 
life ;  that  children  (hould  be  brought  up 
"  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
"  Lord."  The  manner  in  which  they 
fhould  be  taught  has  likewife  with  great 
plainnefs  been  fuggefted  ;  that  it  (hould  be 
done  in  fo  lively  and  familiar  a  manner 
as  to  make  Religion  amiable,  and  her 
ways  to  appear,  what  they  really  are,. 
c<  ways  of  pleafantnefs."  And  a  flight 
(ketch  has  been  given  of  the  genius  of 
Chriftianity,  by  which  her  amiablenefs 
would  more  clearly  appear.  But  this, 
being  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  vafl  importance, 
compared  with  which  every  other  fubjett 
s  3  finks 
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finks  into  nothing;  it  fetm*  not  fuffidont 
tp  fpeak  op  (be  doftrine*  and  duties  of 
Ghriftianity  in  detached  parts,  but  it  is  of 
importance  to  point  out,  though  in  a  brief 
spanner,  (he  mutual  dependance  of  one 
do&rine  upon  another,  and  the  influence 
which  fhefe  do&ripes  have  upon  the  heart 
and  life,  fp  that  the  dxti'us  of  Ghriftianity 
may  be  feen  to  grow  out  of  its  dodrines : 
by  which  it  will  appear  that  Chriftian 
virtue  differs  ejfentially  from  Pagan  :  it  is 
of  a  quite  different  kind :  the  plant  itfelf 
is  different,  it  comes  from  a  different  root, 
and  grows  in  a  different  foil. 

It  will  be  feen  how  the  humbling  doc- 
trine of  the  corruption  of  human  nature, 
which  has  followed  from  the  corruption 
of  our  firft  parents,  makes  way  for  the 
bright  difplay  of  redeeming  love :  how 
from  the  abafing  thought  that  "  we  are 
<f  all  as  fheep  going*  aft  ray,  every  one  in 
'*  his  own  way  :"  that  none  can  return 
to  the  ftupherd  of  our  fouls,  "  except 
"  the  Father  draw  him  :"  that  "  the 
K  patural  man  cannot  receive  the  things 

«  of 


OF   CHRISTIANITY.  263 

u  of  the  fpirit,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually 
"  difcerned :"  how  from  this  humiliating 
view  of  the  helpleffhefs,  as  well  as  the 
corruption  of  human  nature,  we  are  to 
turn  to  that  animating  do&rine,  the 
offer  of  divine  aflijlance.  So  that,  though 
human  nature  will  appear  from  this  view 
in  a  deeply  degraded  ftate,  and  confe- 
quently  all  have  caufe  for  humility,  yet 
not  one  has  caufe  for  defpair :  the  difeafe 
indeed  is  dreadful,  but  a  phyfician  is 
at  hand,  both  able  and  willing  to  fave 
us  :  though  we  are  naturally  without 
"  ftrength,  our  help  is  laid  upon  one  that 
"  is  mighty/' 

We  fhould  obferve  then,  that  the  doc- 
trines of  our  Saviour  are,  if  I  may  fo 
fpeak,  with  a  beautiful  confiftency,  all 
woven  into  one  piece.  We  fhould  get 
fuch  a  view  of  their  reciprocal  dependence 
as  to  be  perfuaded  that  without  a  deep  fcnfe 
of  our  own  corruptions  we  can  never  feri- 
oufly  believe  in  a  Saviour,  becaufe  the  fub- 
itantial  and  acceptable  belief  in  Him  muft 
s  4  always 


l*  \iufl^ve    *   A  Otf-l>        -   »-    Sot 


HUMAN    CORRUPTION.  265 

out  of  -which  the  whole  ftru&ure  may 
be  laid, to  arife,  appears  to  be  the  dodrine 
q{  the  fall  of  man  from  his  original  ftate 
of  righteoufnefs  ;  and  of  the  corruption 
*nd  helpleffnefs  of  human  nature*  whiclv 
are  the  confequences  of  this  fall,  and 
which  is  the  natural  ftate  of  every  one 
born  into  the  world.  To  this  do&rine  it 
is  important  to  conciliate  the  minds,  more 
efpecially  of  young  perfons,  who  are  pecu- 
liarly difpofed  to  turn  away  from  it  as  a 
morofe,  unamiable,  and  gloomy  idea :  they 
are  apt  to  accufe  thofe  who  are  more 
ftri£t  and  ferious,  of  unneceffary  feverity, 
and  to  fufpeft  them  of  thinking  unjuftly 
ill  of  mankind.  Some  of  the  reafons 
which  prejudice  the  inexperienced  againfl: 
the  do&rine  in  queftion  appear  to  be  the 
following. 

Young  perfons  themfelves  have  feen 
little  of  the  world.  In  pleafurable  fociety 
the  world  puts  on  its  moft  amiable  ap- 
pearance ;  and  that  foftnefs  and  urbanity 
yrhich  prevail,  particularly  amongft  per- 
fons 
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fons  of  fafhion,  are  liable  to  be  miftaken 
for  more  than  they  are  really  worth.  The 
oppofition  to  this  do&rine  in  the  young, 
arifc8  partly  from  ingenuoufnefs  of  heart, 
partly  from  a  habit  of  indulging  themfelves 
in  favourable  fuppofitions  refpefting  the 
world,  rather  than  of  purfuing  truth,  which 
if  always  the  grand  thing  to  be  purfued ;  and 
partly  from  the  popularity  of  the  tenet,  that 
every  body  is  fo  wonderfully  good! 

This  error  in  youth  has  however  a  fHH 
deeper  foundation,  which  is  their  not  hav- 
ing a  right  ftandard  of  moral  good  and  evil, 
in  confequence  of  their  already  partaking 
of  the  very  corruption  which  is  fpoken  of; 
they  are  therefore  apt  to  have  no  very  drift 
fenfe  of  duty,  or  of  the  neceffity  of  a  right 
and  religious  motive  to  every  a£t. 

Moreover,  young  people  ufually  do  not 
know  themfelves.  Not  having  yet  been 
much  expofed  to  temptation,  owing  to  the 
prudent  reftraints  in  which  they  have  been 
kept,  they  little  fufpeft  to  what  lengths 
in  vice  they  themfelves  are  liable  to  be 
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tranfported,  nor  how  far  others  a&ually 
are  carried  who  are  fet  free  from  thofe 
reftrainte. 

Having  laid  down  thefe  as  fome  of  the 
caufes  of  error  on  this  point,  I  proceed  to 
obferve  on  what  ftrong  grounds  the  doo 
trine  itfelf  (lands. 

Profane  hi  (lory  abundantly  confirms  this 
truth;  the  hiftory  of  the  world  being 
in  fad  little  elfe  than  the  hiftory  of  the 
crimes  of  the  human  race.  Even  though 
the  annals  pf  remote  ages  lie  fo  involved 
in  qbfeurify,  that  fome  degree  of  uncer- 
tainty attaches  itfelf  to  many  of  the  events 
recorded,  yet  fhis  one  melancholy  truth  is 
always  clear,  that  moft  of  the  miferies 
which  have  been  brought  upon  mankind, 
have  proceeded  from  this  general  depravity. 

The  world  we  now  live  in  furnilhes 
abundant  proof  of  this  truth.  In  a  world 
formed  on  the  deceitful  theory  of  thofe 
whoaffert  the  innocence  and  dignity  of  man, 
almoft  all  the  profeflions,  fince  they  would 
have  been  rendered  ufeiefs  by  fuch  a  ftate 

of 
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of  innocence,  would  not  JtvavG  «i(tcdr 
Without  fin  we  may  nearly  twefiime  there 
would  have  been  no  ficknefs ;  fo  that  every 
medical  profeffor  is  a  (landing  evidence  of 
this  fad  truth.  Sin  not  only  brought  fick- 
nefs but  death  into  the  world ;  confequently 
every  funeral  prefents  a  more  irrefragable 
argument  than  a.  thoufand  ferraona. '  Had 
man  perfevered  in  his  original  integrity, 
there  could  have  been  no  litigation,  for 
there  would  be  no  contefts  about  property 
in  a  world  where  none  would  be  inclined 
to  attack  it.  Profeffors  of  law,  therefore, 
from  the  attorney  who  profecutes  for  a 
trefpafs,  to  the  pleader  who  defends  a  cri- 
minal, or  the  judge  who  condemns  him, 
loudly  confirm  the  do&rine.  Every  vi&ory 
by  fea  or  land  (hould  teach  us  to  rejoice 
with  humiliation,  for  conqueft  itfelf  brings 
a  terrible,  though  fplendid  atteftation  to 
the  truth  of  the  fall  of  man. 

Even  thofe  who  deny  the  doctrine,  aft 
univerfally  more  or  lefs  on  the  principle. 
Why  do  wc  all  fecure  our  houfes  with  bolts, 

and 
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and  bars,,  and  locks?  Do  we  take  thefe  fteps 
to  defend  our  lives  or  property  from  any 
particular  fear  ?  from  any  fufpicion  of  this 
neighbour,  or  that  fervant,  or  the  other 
invader  ?  No  :^ — It  is  from  a  practical  con- 
vi&ion  of  the  common  depravity  j  from  a 
conftant,  pervading,  but  undefined  dread 
of  impending  eviL  .  arifing  from  the  fenfe 
of  general  corruption.  Are  not  prifons 
built,  and  laws  enafted,  on  the  fame  prac- 
tical principle  ? 

But  not  to  defcend  to  the  more  degraded 
part  of  our  fpecies.  Why  in  the  faireft 
tranfa&ion  of  bufinefs  is  nothing  executed 
without  bonds,  receipts,  and  notes  of 
hand?  Why  does  not  a  perfeft  con- 
fidence in  the  dignity  of  human  nature 
abolifh  all  thefe  fecurities ;  if  not  between 
enemies,  or  people  indifferent  to  each 
other,  yet  at  leaft  between  friends*  and 
kindred,  and 'the  mofi;  honourable  con- 
nections I'  Why,  but  becaufe  of  that  uni* 
rerfal  fufpicion  between  man  and  man, 
which,  by  all  we  fee,  and'liear,  and  fefcf; 
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But  the  grand  arguments  for  this  doc* 
trine  mud  be  drawn  from  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures :  and  thefe,  befides  implying  it  al- 
moft  continually,  exprefsly  affert  it ;  and 
that  in  inftances  too  numerous  to  be  all 
of  them  brought  forward  here.  Of  thefe 
may  I  he  allowed  to  produce  a  few? 
"  God  faw  that  the  wickednefs  of  man 
"  was  great,  and  that  every  imagination 
"  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only 
"  evil  continually  :" — "  God  looked  upon 
"  the  earth,  and  behold,  it  was  corrupt ; 
"  for  allfiejh  had  corrupted  his  way  upon 
"  the  earth.  And  it  repented  the  Lord 
"  that  he  had  made  man  on  the  earth,  and 
"  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart  *."  This  is 
a  pi&uie  of  mankind  before  the  flood j  and 
the  dodtrine  receives  additional  confirma- 
tion in  Scripture,  when  it  fpeaks  of  the 
times  which  followed  after  that  tremen- 
dous judgment  had  taken  place.  The 
Pfalms  abound  in  lamentations  on  the  de- 

*  Gcncfis,  vi. 
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The  New  Teftament  corroborates  the 
Old.  Our  Lord's  reproof  of  Peter  feems 
to  take  the  doctrine  for  granted :  "  Thou 
"  favoured  not  the  things  that  be  of  God, 
<c  but  thofe  that  be  of  man  ;"  clearly  inti- 
mating, that  the  ways  of  man  are  oppofite 
to  the  ways  of  God.  And  our  Saviour,  in 
that  afFe&ing  difcourfe  to  his  difciples^ 
obferves  to  them  that,  as  they  were  by  his 
grace  made  dlffere?it  from  others,  therefore 
they  muft  expeft  to  be  hated  by  thofe 
who  were  fo  unlike  them.  And  it  fliould 
be  particularly  obferved,  as  another  proof 
that  the  world  is  wicked,  that  our  Lord 
confidered  "  the  world'9  as  oppofed  to  him 
and  to  his  difciples.  "  If  ye  were  of  the 
"  world,  the  world  would  love  its  own  ; 
"  but  I  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world, 
"  therefore  the  world  hateth  you  V  St. 
John,  writing  to  his  Chriftian  church, 
ftates  the  fame  truth  :  "  We  know  that 
"  we  are  of  God,  and  the  whole  world 
u  lieth  in  wickednefs." 

*  John,  xv.  19 

vol.  ii.  f  Man 
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Man  in  his  natural  and  unbelieving  ftate 
is  likewife  represented  as  in  a  ftate  of  guilt, 
and  under  the  difpleafure  of  Almighty 
Cod.  "  He  that  believeth  not  the  Son 
«*  (hall  not  fee  life ;  but  the  wrath  of  God 
u  abidetb  on  him." 

Here,  however,  if  it  be  obje&ed,  that 
the  heathen  who  never  heard  of  the  Gofpel 
will  not  afluredly  be  judged  by  it,  the  Sa- 
viour's anfwer  to  fuch  curious  inquirers 
concerning  the  ftate  of  others  is,  "  Strive 
c<  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate/'  It  is 
enough  for  us  to  believe  that  God  will 
judge  all  men  according  to  their  opportu- 
nities. The  heathen,  to  whom  he  has  not 
fent  the  light  of  the  Gofpel  will  probably  not 
be  judged  by  the  Gofpel.  But  with  what- 
ever mercy  he  may  judge  thofe  who,  living 
in  a  land  of  darknefs,are  without  knowledge 
of  his  revealed  law,  our  bufinefs  is  not  with 
them,  but  with  ourfelves.  It  is  our  bufinefs 
to  confider  what  mercy  he  will  extend  to 
thofe  who,  living  in  a  Chriftian  country, 
abounding  with  means  and  ordinances, 
where  the  Gofpel  is  preached  in  its  pu- 
rity? 
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rity  j  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  inquire  how  he 
will  deal  with  thofe  who  (hut  their  eyes  to 
its  beams,  who  clofe  their  ears  to  its 
truths.  For  an  unbeliever  who  has  paffed 
*  his  life  in  the  meridian  of  Scripture  light, 
or  for  an  outward  but  unfruitful  profeflbr 
of  Chriftianity,  I  know  not  what  hope  the 
Gofpel  holds  out* 

The  natural  ftate  of  man  is  again  thus 
defcribed :   "  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
"  againft  God ;  (awful  thought!)  for  it 
"  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
■•■•  indeed  can  be.     So  then  they  that  are 
«  in  the  flefli  cannot  pleafe  God."     What 
the  Apoftle  means  by  being  in  the  jlejb, 
is  evident  by  what  follows j  for  fpcaking 
of  thole  whofe  hearts  were  changed  by 
Divine  grace,  he  fays,  "  But  ye  are  not  in 
."  the  flefli,  but  in  the  fpirit,  if  fo  be  that 
"  the  fpirit  of  God  dwell  in  you :"  that  is, 
you  are  now  in  your  natural  ftate :  the 
change  that  has  patted  on  your  minds  by 
the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  is  fo 
great,  that  your  ftate  may  properly  be 
t  2  called 
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•  called  l>eing  in  the  fpirit.  I  It  may  be  fjnv 
sther  obferved  that  the  fame  Apoftle,  writ- 
ing to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  tells  tbera, 
.that  the  natural  corruption  of  the  human 
.heart  is  continually  oppofing  the  fpirit  of 
holinefs  which  influences  the  regenerate. 
"The  flefh  lufteth  againft  the  fpirit,  and 
"  the  fpirit  againft  the  flefc,  and  thefe  are 
•"  contrary  the  one  to  the  other  :"  which 
paflage  by  the  way,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  proves  the  corruption  of  the  heart, 
proves  the  ncceffity  of  divine  influences. 
And  the  Apoftle,  with  refpeft  to  himfelf, 
freely  confefles  and  deeply  laments  the 
workings  of  this  corrupt  principle :  "  O 
"  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fhall  deli- 
"  ver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?" 

It  has  been  objected  by  fome  who  have 
oppofed  this  do&rine,  that  the  fame  Scrip- 
tures which  fpeak  of  mankind  as  being 
firmer \r,  fpeak  of  fome  as  being  righteous  ; 
and  hence  they  would  argue,  that  though 
this  depravity  of  human  nature  may 
be  general,   yet   it   cannot  be   univerfal. 

This 
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This  objection,  when  examined,  ferves 
only,  like  all  other  objections  againft  the 
truth,  to  eftablifh  that  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  deftroy.  For  what  do  the' 
Scriptures  affert  .refpe&ing  the  righteous  ? 
That  there  are  fome  whofe  principles, 
views,  and  conduft,  are  fo  different  from 
the  relt  of  the  world,  and  from  what  theirs 
themfelves  once  were,  that  thefe  perfons* 
are  honoured  with  the  peculiar  title  of  the* 
"  fons  of  God."  But  nowhere  do  the 
Scriptures  aflert  that  even  thefe  zxefinlefs  ; 
on  the  contrary  their  faults  are  frequently 
mentioned ;  and  perfons  of  this  clafs  are 
moreover  reprefented  as  thofe  on  whom  a 
great  change  has  paffed :  as  having  been  for- 
merly  "  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins  ;"  but 
as  *6  being  now  called  out  of  darknefs  into 
cc  light ;"  as  tranjlated  into  the  kingdom 
"  of  God's  dear  Son ;"  as  "  having  pa/fed 
"  from  death  to  life."  And  St.  Paul  put 
this  matter  pad  all  doubt,  by  exprefsly 
afferting,  that  "  they  were  all  by  nature 
"  the  children  of  wrath  even  as  others." 
t  3  ft 
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It  might  be  well  to  aflt  certain  perfont 
who  oppofc  the  do&rine  in  queftion,  and 
who  alfo  Teem  to  talk  as  if  they  thought 
there  were  many  (inlefs  people  in  the 
world,  how  they  exped  that  fuch  finlefe 
people  will  be  faved  ?  (though  indeed  to 
talk  of  an  innocent  perfon  being  favcd  in* 
volves  palpable  contradiction  in  terms,  of 
which  thofe  who  ufe  the  exprefiion  do 
not  feem  to  be  aware;  it  is  talking  of 
curing  a  man  already  in  health.)     "  Un«. 
«'  doubtedly,"  fuch  will  fay,  "  they  will 
"  be  received  into  thofe  abodes  of  blifs 
"  prepared  for  the  righteous."— But  be  it 
remembered,  there  is  but  one  way  to  thefe 
felifbfu!  abodes,  and  that  is,  through  Jefus 
Chrift :  "  For  there  is  none  other  name 
•'  ^i/cn  among  men  whereby  we  muft  be 
"  favtd."  If  wc  ;,fk  whom  did.Chrift  come 
f.«nv.-.?   »ht  Scripture  direftly  anfwers, 
**  in.  caue  into  the  world  to   fave  Jin* 
.'' — l*  Mis  name  was  called  Jefus, 
-■  »  „k    i!-  he  came  to  lave  his  peoj  le//*0/7i 
:'  :ijjirj;i:s.m''  When  St.  John  was  favoured 

with 
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with  a  heavenly  vifion,  he  tells  us,  that  he 
beheld  "  a  great  multitude  which  no  man: 
"  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kinn 
u  dred,  and  people,  and  tongues,  (landing 
"  before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb, 
"  clo.hed  with  white  robes  :"  that  one  of 
the  heavenly  inhabitants  informed  him 
who  they  were:  "  Thefe  are  they  who 
"  come  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have 
"  wafhed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
€i  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  there* 
u  fore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God, 
€€  and  ferve  Him  day  and  night  in  his 
«  Temple ;  and  He  that  fitteth  on  the 
«  throne  (hall  dwell  among  them ;  they 
*  (hall  hunger  no  more,  neither  third 
€i  any  more,  neither  (hall  the  fun  light 
"  on  them,  nor  any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb 
"  which  is  in  the  midft  of  them  (hall 
**  feed  them,  and  (hall  lead  them  to  living 
"  fountains  of  waters,  and  God  (hall  wipe 
€i  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.'' 

We  may  gather  from  this  defcription 

what  thefe  glorious  and  happy  beings  once 

were  :    they   were  Jinful  creatures :   their 

t  4  robes 
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robes  were  not  fpotlefs :  "  They  had  wajhed 
46  them,    and   made  them  white  in  the 

*  blood  of  the  Lamb."  They  are  Hkewife 
generally  reprefented  as  having  been  once 

*  Suffering  people :  they  came  out  of  great 
tribulation.  They  are  defcribed  as  having 
overcome  the  great  tempter  of  mankind, 
? '  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  *  :"  as  they 
who  "  follow  the  Lamb  wherefoever  he 
*c  goeth :"  as  "  redeemed  from  among 
cc  men  t«"  And  tbsir  employment  in  the  re- 
gions of  blifs  is  a  farther  confirmation  of 
the  do&rine  of  which  we  are  treating. 
«c  The  great  multitude,"  &e.  &c.  we  are 
told,  "  ftood  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
*c  Salvation  to  our  God,  who  fitteth  upon 
"  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb!"  Here  we 
fee  they  afcribe  their  falvation  to  Chrift, 
and  confequently  their  prefent  happinefs  to 
his  atoning  blood.  And  in  another  of  their 
celeftial  anthems,  they  fay  in  like  manner : 
«  Thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us 
f  <  to  God  by  Thy  blood,  out  of  every  kin7 

*  Rev.  xii.  14.  f  Rcv-  XIV-  4- 

"  dred, 
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**  dred,    and   tongue,    and   people,    and 
^c  nation  *." 

By  all  this  it  is  evident,  that  men  of 
^ny  other  defcription  than  redeemed Jinners 
mud  gain  admittance  to  heaven  fome  other 
\vay  than  that  which  the  Scriptures  point 
out ;  ai)d  alfo  that,  when  they  fhall  arrive 
there,  fo  different  will  be  their  employ- 
ment, that  they  muft  have  an  anthem  pe- 
culiar to  themfelves. 

Nothing  is  more  adapted  to  "  the  caft- 
?'  ing  down  of  high  imaginations,"  and  to 
promote  humility,  than  this  reflection,  that 
heaven  is  always  in  Scripture  pointed  out 
not  as  the  reward  of  the  innocent,  but  as 
the  hope  of  the  penitent.  This,  while  it 
is  calculated  to  "  exclude  bonding,"  the 
temper  the  mod  oppofite  to  the  Gofpel,  is 
yet  the  mod  fuited  to  afford  comfort ;  for 
were  heaven  promifed  as  the  reward  of 
innocence,  who  could  attain  to  it  ?  but 
being,  as  it  is,  the  promifed  portion  of 
faith  and  repentance,  who  is  compelled  to 
mifs  it  ? 

#  Rev.  v.  9. 
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fallen  being,  it  is  proper  to  reprefent  him 
as  fuch :  the  fault  then  lies  in  the  man,  and 
not  in  the  doftrine,  *  which  only  dates  the 
truth.  As  to  the  inference  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  follow,  namely,  that  it  throws 
the  fault  upon  the  Creator,  it  proceeds 
upon  the  falfe  fuppofition  that  man's 
prefent  corrupt  (late  is  the  (late  in  which 
he  was  originally  created:  and  alfo  that 
God  has  left  him  unavoidably  to  pcriflj 
in  it,  whereas  although  "  in  Adam  we  die, 
*c  in  Chrift  we  (hall  be  made  alive." 

It  is  likewife  obje&ed,  that  as  this  doc- 
trine muft  give  us  fuch  a  bad  opinion  of 
mankind,  it  muft  confequently  produce 
ill-will,  hatred,  and  fufpicion.  But  it 
fhould  be  remembered,  that  it  gives  us 
jio  worfe  an  opinion  of  other  men  than  it 
gives  us  of  ourfelves  ;  fuch  views  of  our- 
felves  have  a  very  falutary  effeft,  inaf- 
much  as  they  have  a  tendency  to  produce 
humility;  and  humility  is  not  likely  to 
produce  ill-will  to  others,  cc  for  only 
*c  from  pride  cometh  contention :"  and  as 

to 
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to  the  views  it  gives  us  of  mankind,  h 
reprefents  us  as  fdlvw-fuffcrers  ;  and  furely 
the  confideraiion  that  we  are  compan'wm 
in  viifery  is  not  calculated  to  produce 
hatred.  The  truth  is*  thefe  effects,  where 
they  have  actually  followed,  have  followed 
from  a  falfe  and  partial  view  of  the  fubjeft. 

Old  perfons  who  have  feen  much  of 
the  world,  and  who  have  little  religion, 
are  apt  to  be  ftrong  in  their  belief  of 
man's  actual  corruption ;  but  not  taking 
it  up  on  Chriftian  grounds,  this  belief  in 
them  fliows  itfelf  in  a  narrow  and  malig- 
nant temper ;  in  uncharitable  judgment 
and  harfh  opinions,  in  individual  fufpicion, 
and  in  too  general  a  difpofition  to  hatred. 

Sufpicion  and  hatred  alfo  are  the  ufes 
to  which  Rochefaucault  and  the  other 
French  philofophers  have  converted  this 
doftrine :  their  acute  minds  intuitivelv 
found  the  corruption  of  man,  and  they 
faw  it  without  its  concomitant  and  cor- 
refting  doctrine :  they  allowed  man  to 
be  a  depraved  creature,  but  difallowed  his 

high 
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high  original :  they  found  him  in  a  low 
ftate,  but  did  not  conceive  of  him  as  hav- 
ing fallen  from  a  better.  They  repfefent 
him  rather  as  a  brute  than  an  apoftate  £ 
not  taking  into  the  account  that  his  pre- 
fent  degraded  nature  and  depraved  facul- 
ties are  not  his  original  ftate :  that  he  is 
not  fuch  as  he  came  out  of  the  hands  of 
his  Creator,  but  fuch  as  he  has  been  made 
by  fin.  Nor  do  they  know  that  he  has 
not  even  pow  loft  all  remains  of  his  pri- 
mitive dignity,  but  is  ftill  capable  of  a 
reftoration  more  glorious 

Than  is  dreamt  of  in  their  philofophy. 

Perhaps,  too,  they  know  from  what  they 
feel,  all  the  evil  to  which  man  is  inclined ; 
but  they  do  not  know,  for  they  have 
not  felt,  all  the  good  of  which  he  is  capa- 
ble by  the  fuperinduttion  of  the  divine 
principle :  thus  they  afperfe  human  nature 
inftead  of  rcprefenting  it  fairly,  and  in  fo 
doing  it  is  tbey  who  calumniate  the  great 
Creator. 

The 
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The  do&rine  of  corruption  it  likewise 
accufed  of  being  a  gloomy,  difconraging 
do&rine,  and  an  enemy  to  joy  and  com* 
fort.  Now  fuppofe  this  obje&ion  true  in 
its  fulleft  extent.  Is  it  any  way  unreafon* 
able  that  a  being  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  fin, 
under  the  difpleafure  of  Almighty  God, 
fhould  feel  feriou/Jy  alarmed  at  being  in 
fuch  a  ftate  ?  Is  the  condemned  criminal 
blamed  becaufe  he  is  not  merry  ?  And 
would  it  be  efteemed  a  kind  a&ion  to  per* 
fuade  him  that  he  is  not  condemned  in 
order  to  make  him  To  ? 

But  this  charge  is  not  true  in  the  fenfe 
intended  by  thofe  who  bring  it  forward. 
Thofe  who  believe  this  doftrine  are  not 
the  moll  gloomy  people.  When,  indeed, 
any  one  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  brought  to  view  his  ftate  as  it 
really  is,  a  ftate  of  guilt  and  danger,  it 
is  natural  that  fear  fhould  be  excited  in 
his  mind,  but  it  is  fuch  a  fear  as  impels 
him  "  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come :" 
it  is  fuch  a  fear  as  moved  Noah  to  "  pre* 

"  pare 
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"  pare  an  ark  to  the  faving  of  his  houfe." 
Such  an  one  will  likewife  kd  forrow  ;  not 
however  "  the  forrow  of  the  world  which 
"  worketh  death,"  but  that  godly  forrow 
which  worketh  repentance :  fuch  an  one 
is  in  a  proper  date  to  receive  the  glorious 
do&rine  we  are  next  about  to  contemplate; 
namely. 


THAT  GOD  SO  LOVED  THE  WORLD, 
THAT  HE  GAVE  HIS  ONLY  BEGOTTEN 
SON,  THAT  WHOSOEVER  BELIEVED  OH 
HIM  SHOULD  NOT  PERISH,  BUT  HAVE 
EVERLASTING  LIFE, 

•  Of  this  do&rine  it  is  of  the  lad  import* 
ance  to  form  juft  views,  for  as  it  is  the 
only  doftrine  which  can  keep  the  humble 
penitent  from  defpair,  fo,  oh  the  other 
hand,  great  care  muft  be  taken  that  falfe 
views  of  it  do  not  lead  us  to  preemption. 
In  order  to  underftand  it  rightly,  we  muft 
not  fill  our  minds  with  our  own  reafon- 
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of  their  own  unworthinefs,  might  be 
led  to  fancy  themfelvts  excluded  :~w$ 
are  ejcprefrly  told,  that  «c  Chrift  died  for 
"  all:"— that  "  he  tafted  death  for  every 
"  man :"—> that  "  he  died  for  the  fins  of 
"  the  wboleivorld"  Accordingly  he  ha» 
commanded  that  his  Gofpel  fliould  b* 
u  preached  to  every  creature;"  which  is 
in  effect  declaring,  that  not  a  fingle  hu- 
man being  is  excluded:  for  to  preach 
the  Gofpel  is  to  offer  a  Saviour: — and 
the  Saviour  in  the  plained  language  offers 
himfelf  to  all,— declaring  to  "  all  the 
iC  ends  of  the  earth" — "  Look  unto  me 
"  and  be  faved*"  It  is  therefore  an  un- 
deniable truth,  that  no  one  will  perifh 
for  want  of  a  Saviour,  but  for  rejefr 
ing  him. 

But  to  fuppofe  that  becaufe  Chrift  has 
died  for  the  "  fins  of  the  whole  world,"  the 
whole  world  will  therefore  be  faved,  is  a 
mod  fatal  miftake :  in  the  fame  book  which 
tells  us  that  **  Chrift  died  for  all,"  we  have 
likewife  this  awful  admonition :  "  Strait  is 

vol.  11.  v  M  the 
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"  the  gate,  and  feiv  there  be  that  find  it;91 
which,  whether  it  be  underftood  of  the  im- 
mediate reception  of  the  Gofpel,  or  of  the 
final  ufe  which  was  too  likely  to  be  made  of 
it,  gives  no  encouragement  to  hope  that  oil 
will  be  qualified  to  partake  of  its  promifes. 
And  whilft  it  declares  that  <c  there  is  no 
cc  other  name  whereby  we  may  be  faved 
u  but  the  name  of  Jefus ;"  it  likewifc 
declares 

THAT    "    WITHOUT    HOLINESS    NO    MAN 
"  SHALL  SEE  THE  LORD." 

It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  fome,  in 
their  zeal  to  defend  the  Gofpel  do&rines 
of  free  grace,  have  materially  injured  the 
Gofpel  do&rine  of  holinefs :  dating,  that 
Chrift  has  done  all  in  fuch  a  fenfe,  as  that 
there  is  nothing  left  for  us  to  do. — But 
do  the  Scriptures  hold  out  this  language  ? 
— "  Come,  for  all  things  are  ready/*  is 
the  Gofpel  call  j  in  which  we  may  obferve, 
that  at  the  fame  time  that  it  tells  us  that 

"all 
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ki  all  things  are  ready,'1  it  iievertheleft 
tells  us  that  we  muft  "  come."  Food  be- 
ing provided  for  us  will  not  benefit  us 
except  we  partake  of  it, — It  will  not  avail 
us  that  "  Chrift  our  paflbver  is  facrificed 
"  for  us/*  unlefs  «*  we  keep  the  feaft/' — 
We  muft  make  nfe  of  "  the  fountain  which 
44  is  opened  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs/' 
if  we  would  be  purified.  "  All,  indeed* 
cc  who  are  atbirji  are  invited  to  take  of  the 
"  waters  of  life  freely  ;"  but  if  we  feel  no 
"  thirft  -"  if  we  do  not  drinky  their  faving 
qualities  are  of  no  avail. 
!  It  is  the  more  neceffary  to  ihfift  on  this 
in  the  prefent  day,  as  there  is  a  worldly 
and  fafliionable,  as  well  as  a  low  and  fec- 
tarian  Antinomianifm :  there  lamentably 
prevails  in  the  world  an  unwarranted  af- 
furance  of  Salvation,  founded  on  a  flight, 
vague,  and  general  confidence  in  what 
Chrift  has  done  and  fuffered  for  us,  as  if 
the  great  obje&  of  his  doing  and  fuflfering 
had  been  to  emancipate  us  from  all  obliga- 
tions to  duty  and  obedience}  and  as  if, 
u  2  becaufe 
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becaufe  he  died  for  finners,  we  might 
therefore  fafely  and  comfortably  go  on  tp 
live  in  fin,  contenting  ourfelves  with  now 
and  then  a  tranfient,  formal,  and  unmean* 
ing  avowal  of  our  unworthinefs,  our  ob- 
ligation, and  the  all-fufficiency  of  bis  atone- 
ment. By  the  difcharge  of  this  quit-rent, 
of  which  all  the  coft  confifts  in  the  acknow- 
ledgment, the  fenfual,  the  worldly,  and  the 
vain  hope  to  find  a  refuge  in  heaven,  when 
driven  from  the  enjoyments  of  this  world. 
But  this  cheap  and  indolent  Chriftianity  is 
nowhere  taught  in  the  Bible.  The  faith  in- 
culcated there  is  not  a  lazy,  profeflional 
faith,  but  that  faith  which  "produceth  obe- 
44  dience?  that  faith  which  "  worketh  by 
44  love,"  that  faith  of  which  the  practi- 
cal language  is — "  Strive  that  you  may 
44  enter  in ;"— "  So  run  that  you  may 
44  obtain;"—"  So  fight  that  you  may 
44  lay  hold  on  eternal  life:" — that  faith 
which  direfts  us  4<  not  to  be  weary  in 
44  well-doing ;" — which  fays,  <4  Work  out 
44  your  own  falvation  :"— never  forgetting 

at 
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ty  the  fame  time^  "  that  It  is  God  which 
*  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do." 
---Are  thofe  rich  fupplies  of  grace  which 
the  Gofpel  offers ;  ire  thcffe  abundant 
aids  of  the  fpirit  which  it  promifes,  ten- 
dered to  thef  Jtothful  ?— No.— God  will 
have  all  his  gifts  improved.  Grace  mud 
be  ufed,  or  it  will  be  withdrawn.  The 
Almighty  thinks  it  not  derogatory  to  his 
free  grace  to  declare,  that  "  thofe  only 
"  who  do  his  commandments  have  right 
u  to  the  tree  of  life."  And  the  Scriptures 
reprefenf  it  as  not  derogatory  to  the  fiurU 
Jice  of  Chrift,  to  follow  his  example  in  well- 
doing. The  only  caution  is,  that  we 
rtluft  not  work  in  our  own  ftrength,  nor 
bring  in  our  contribution  of  works  as  if 
in  aid  of  the  fuppofed  deficiency  of  His 
merits. 

For  we  mud  not  in  our  over-caution 
fency,  that  becaufe  Chrifi:  has  "  redeemed 
*'  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,"  we  arc 
therefore  without  a  law.  In  acknowledg- 
ing Chrift  as  a  cjehyerer,  we  mud  not  for- 
v  3  get 
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get  that  be  is  a  togi*q;«*iife-.  aod.thaft. 
we  are  exprefsly  ccmmapfta}  "  to  fulfil  $h* 
"  la\v  of  Chrift :"  if  theft  we  wilh  tolupJE. 
what  his  laws  are,  we  .rauft  "  feared  the 
"  Scriptures/'  efpecially  th?  New  Tefta* 
ment  $  there  we  fhail  (in4  him  declaring 

THE  ABSOLUTE  NECESSITY  OF  A  QHANOE 
OF  HEART  AND  LIFE  2 

Our  Saviour  fays,  that  "  except  a  man  be 
"  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom 
a  of  God :"  that  it  is  not  a  mere  acknow- 
ledging His  authority,  calling  him  "  Lord, 
"  Lord,"  that  will  avail  any  thing,  exT 
cept  we  do  what  He  commands :  that  any 
thirfjg  fhort  of  this  is  like  a  man  build- 
ing his  houfe  upon  the  fands,  which,  when 
the '  ftorms  come  on,  will  certainly  fall. 
In  like  manner  the  Apoftles  are  continu- 
ally enforcing  the  neceflity  of  this  change, 
which  they  defcribe  under  the  various  names 
of  "  the  new  man  * ;" — u  the  new  crea- 


*  Ephcfians,  iv.  24. 


*c  ture;'« 
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M  ture  *  ;f '— ■>".  a  transformation  into  the 
,u  image  of  Godt;" — "  a  participation 
*c  of  the  divine  nature  J."  Nor.  is  this 
change  reprefented  ,as  eonfifting  merely 
in  a  change  of  religious  opinions,  not 
even  in  being  delivered  over  from  a  worfe 
to  a  better  fyftem  of  do&rines,  nor  in  ex- 
changing grofs  fins  for  thofe  which  are 
more  fober  and  reputable  5  nor  in  re- 
nouncing the  fins  of  youth,  and  affuming 
thofe  of  a  quieter  period  of  life;  nor 
in  leaving  off  evil  pra&iees  becaufe  men 
are  grown  tired  of  them,  or  find  they  in- 
jure their  credit,  health,  or  fortune ;  nor 
does  it  confift  in  inoffenfivenefs  and  obliging 
manners,  nor  indeed  in  any  merely  outward 
reformation. 

But  the  change  confifts  in  "  being 
iC  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds ;" 
in  being  "  conformed  to  the  image  of  the 
"  Son  of  God  ;"  in  being  "  called  out  of 
"  darknefs   into   His   marvellous  light." 

*  Galatians,  vi.  15.  f  2  Corinthians,  xii. 

%  l  Peter,  i.  4. 

u  4  And 
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And  the  whole  of  tfab  grtttdutog^  ftft 
beginning,  progrefe,  and  finfe!  icaompHflj. 
ment,  for  it  is  reptefeated  tt  *  gradual 
change,  it  afcribed  to 

THS  JXfrLtJENOES  OF  THE  fcOtY  a*!*!*, 

We  are  perpetually  reminded  of  tmt 
otter  inability  to  help  ourfelves,  that  we 
may  fet  the  higher  value  on  thofe  gracious 
aids  whkh  are  held  out  to  usf  We  are 
taught  that  "  we  are  not  fufficient  to  think 
**any  thing  as  of  ourfelves,  but  our 
♦'  fufficiency  is  of  God."  And  when  we 
are  told  that  "  if  we  live  after  the  fiefh,  we 
"  /hall  die,"  we  are  at  the  fame  time  re* 
minded,  that  it  is  "  through  the^iW/  that 
**  we  muft  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body." 
We  are  likewife  cautioned  that  we  **  grieve 
«  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  ;"  that  we 
*c  quench  not  the  Spirit/1  By  all  which 
expreflions,  and  many  others  of  like  im- 
port, we  are  taught  that,  while  we  are  to 
afcribe  with  humble  gratitude  every  good 
thought,  word,  and  work,  to  the  influence 

of 
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of  the  Hal?  Sprit,  we  are  Dot  to  look  oft 
filth  influences  as  fuperfcding  our  own  e*+ 
ertions*  and  it  is  too  plain  (hat  we  may  re* 
jeft  the  gracious  offers  of  affiftance,  fine* 
otherwife  there  would  be  no  occafioa  to 
caution  ij3  **r  to  do  in  The  Scripture* 
hare  illuftrated  this  in  term*  which  are 
familiar  kid^d,  but  which  are  therefor* 
only  the  more  condefccnding  and  ea* 
dearing.  "  Behold,  I  ftand  at  the  door 
"  and  knock.  If  any  man  hear  my  voice 
"  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to 
"  him,  and  will  fup  with  him,  and  he 
*'  with  me."  Obferve,  it  is  not  laid,  if 
any  man  will  not  liften  to  me,  I  will  force 
open  the  door.  But  if  we  refufe  admit- 
tance to  fuch  a  gueft,  we  muft  abide  by 
the  confequences. 

The  fublime  dodrine  of  divine  affift* 
ance  is  the  more  to  be  prized,  not  only  on 
account  of  our  own  helpleflhefs,  but  honi 
the  additional  confederation  of  the  power* 
ful  adverfary  with  whom  the  Chriftian  hat 
to  contend ;  an  article  of  our  fiuth  by  the 

way, 
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pray,  which  j$  growing.  fete  gtm«r*l  4& 
jepute  aojong.  ^.p^^^^iSsts^':fy* 
cjety,  N^i^K^%  J^iftfflA?* 
attached  to  the  .very  fuggftftfca  :*f  tha 
fobjed,  a^ifit  were  explodeddn  Cull  pfoof 
of  its  bein^ail  abfolute  abftllTdityt,  {Utterly 
repugnant-  to  the  Kberajr  fj&fofl£;jin^«*t 
lightened  age.  ;  And  itirftyurc*  no  fraall 
neatnefe  of  expreffion  and  periphraftic 
ingenuity  to  get  the  very  'mention  tole- 
rated.—I  mean 

THE  SCRIPTURE  DOCTRINE  OF  THE  EX- 
ISTENCE AND  POWER  JDF  OUR.  GREAT 
SPIRITUAL  ENEMY> 

This  is  confidered  by  the  fafliionable  fcep- 
tic  as  a  vulgar  invention,  which  ought  to 
be  banifhed  with  the  belief  in  dreams,  and 
ghofts,  and  witchcraft : — by  the  fafhionable 
Chriflian,  as  an  ingenious  allegory,  but  not 
as  a  literal  truth  ;  and  by  almoft  all,  as  a 
doctrine  which,  when  it  happens  to  be  in- 
troduced at  Cfrurqh,  has  at  lead  nothing 

to 
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Jo  do  with,  the  pews,  but  is  by  common 
confent  made  over  to  die  ai/Ies,  if  indeed 
it  mud  be  retained  at  all. 

May  I,  with  great  humility  and  refpeft, 
prefume  to  fuggefi:  to  our  divines  that  they 
would  do  well  not  to  lend  thejr  countenance 
to  thefe  modifli  curtailments  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  faith ;  nor  to  fhun  the  introduction  of 
this  doftrine  whenever  it  confifts  with  their 
fubjeft  to  bring  it  forward.  A  truth 
which  is  feldom  brought  before  the  eye, 
imperceptibly  grows  lefs  and  lefs  import- 
ant ;  and  if  it  be  an  unplcafing  truth, 
we  grow  more  and  more  reconciled  to  its 
abfence,  till  at  length  its  intrufion  be- 
comes offenfive,  and  we  learn  in  the 
end  to  renounce  what  we  at  firfl:  only 
negle&ed.  Becaufe  fome  coarfe  and  rant- 
ing enthufiafts  have  been  fond  of  ufing 
tremendous  terms  with  a  violence  and 
frequency,  which  might  make  it  feem 
to  be  a  gratification  to  them  to  denounce 
judgments  and  anticipate  torments,  can 
{heir  coarfenefs  or  vulgarity  make  a  true 
2  do&rine 
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doftrine  falfe,  or  an  important  one  tri* 
fbfig  ?  If  fuch  preacher*  have  given  og&cc 
by  their  uncouth  manner  of  manning  ga 
awful  do&rine,  that  indeed  furiliihes  a 
caution  to  treat  the  fubjeft  more  difcreetly* 
bur  it  is  no  juft  reafon  for  avoiding  the 
dodrine.  For  to  keep  a  truth  out  of  fight 
becaufe  it  has  been  abfurdly  handled  or  ill- 
defended,  might  in  time  be  affigned  as  a 
reafon  for  keeping  back,  one  by  erne,  every 
dodtrine  of  our  holy  church ;  for  which  of 
them  has  not  occafionally  had  imprudent 
advocates  or  weak  champions  ? 

Be  it  remembered  that  the  do&rine 
in  queftion  is  not  only  interwoven  by  al« 
lufion,  implication,  or  direct  aflertion 
throughout  the  whole  Scripture,  but  that 
it  ftands  prominently  perfomfied  at  the 
opening  of  the  New  as  well  as  the  Old 
Teftament.  The  devil's  temptation  of  our 
Lord,  in  which  he  is  not  reprefented  figu- 
ratively, but  yifibly  and  palpably,  ftands 
exa&ly  on  the  fame  ground  of  authority 
with  other  events  which  are  received  with- 

out 


ON  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHARACTER.    3OI 

out  repugnance.  And  it  may  not  be  an 
unufeful  observation  to  remark,  that  the 
very  refufing  to  believe  in  an  evil  fpirir, 
may  be  confidered  as  one  of  his  own  fug- 
geftions;  for  there  is  not  a  more  dangerous 
illufion  than  to  believe  Ourfelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  illufions,  nor  a  more  alarming 
temptation  than  to  fancy  that  we  arc  not 
liable  to  be  tempted* 

But  the  dark  cloud  raifed  by  this  do&rine 
will  be  difpelled  by  the  cheering  certainty 
that  our  bleffed  Saviour  having  himfelf 
"  been  tempted  like  as  we  are,  is  able  to 
"  deliver  thofe  who  are  tempted/' 

But  to  return.— From  this  imperfeffc 
(ketch  we  may  fee  bow  fuitable  the  religion 
of  Chrift  is  to  fallen  man !  How  exattly 
it  meets  every  want !  No  one  needs  now 
periih  becaufe  he  is  a  finner,  provided  he 
be  willing  to  for&ke  his  fins ;  for  u  Jefui 
"  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  lave  fin* 
4<  ners  :,#  and  "  He  is  now  exalted  to  be 
"  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repent- 
**  ance  and  forgivenefs  pf  fin."  Which 
1  paffage, 
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paflage,  be  it  obferved,  may  be  confidered 
as  pointing  out  to  us  the  order  in  which  he 
beftows  his  bleffings  j  he  gives  firft  repent- 
ance, and  then forgivenefs. 

We  may  likewife  fee  how  much  the  cha- 
racter of  a  true  Chriftian  rifes  above  every 
other :  that  there  is  a  wholenefs,  an  inte- 
grity, a  completenefs  in  the  Chriftian  cha- 
racter :  that  a  few  natural,  pleafing  quali- 
ties, not  caft  in  the  mould  of  the  Gofpel* 
are  but  as  beautiful  fragments,  or  well- 
turned  fingle  limbs,  which  for  want  of 
that  beauty  which  arifes  from  the  propor- 
tion of  parts,  for  watit  of  that  connexion 
of  the  members  with  the  living  head,  are  of 
little  comparative  excellence.  There  may 
be  amiable  qualities  which  are  not  Chrif- 
tian graces :  and  the  Apoftle,  after  enu- 
merating every  feparate  article  of  attack 
or  defence  with  which  a  Chriftian  warrior 
is  to  be  accoutred,  fums  up  the  mattet 
by  directing  that  we  put  on  "  the  whole 
"  armour  of  God."  And  this  completenefs 
is  infifted  on  by  all  the  Apoftles.     One 

prays 
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prays  that  his  converts  may  "  ftand  pet- 
"  fed  and  complete  in  the  whole  will  of 
"  God:"  another  enjoins  that  they  be 
"  pcrfeft  and  entire*  wanting  nothing." 

Now  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  they  ex- 
petted  any  convert  to  be  without  faults  ; 
they  knew  too  well  the  conftitution  of  the 
human  heart  to  form  fo  unfounded  an  ex- 
pectation. But  Chriftians  mud  have  no 
fault  in  their  principle  ;  their  views  muft 
be  direct,  their  propofed  fcbeme  muft  be 
faultlefs;  their  intention  muft  be  (ingle; 
their  Jlandard  muft  be  lofty  ;  their  dye& 
muft  be  right ;  their  **  mark  muft  be  the 
'"  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus."— 
There  muft  be  no  allowed  evil,  no  war- 
ranted defection,  no  tolerated  impurity,  no 
habitual  irregularity.  Though  they  do  not 
rife  as  high  as  they  ought,  nor  as  they  wifh, 
in  the  fcaleof  perfection,  yetthefcale  itfetf 
muft  be  correct,  and  the  defire  of  afcending 
perpetual :  they  muft  count  the  degrees 
they  have  already  attained  as  nothing. 
Every  grace  muft  be  kept  in  exercife,  con- 

quefta 
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qucfts  once  made  over  an  evil  propcnfity 
'  mull  not  only  be  maintained  but  extended. 
And  in  truth,  Chriftianity  fo  comprifes  con- 
trary, and  as  it  may  be  thought  irrecon- 
.cileable  excellencies,  that  thofe  which  feem 
•fo  incompatible  as  to  be  incapable  by  na- 
Cure  of  being  inmates  of  the  fame  breaft, 
ate  almoft  necefiarily  involved  m  the  Chrik 
tian  character . 

For  inftance ;  Chriftianity  requires  that 
our  faith  beat  once  fervent  and  fober; 
that  our  love  be  both  ardent  and  lading ; 
that  our  patience  be  not  oqly  heroic  but 
gentle;  (be  demands  dauntlefs  zeal  and 
.genuine  humility ;  active  fervices  and 
complete  felf-renunciation ;  high  attain- 
ments in  goodnefs,  with  deep  confeiouf- 
nefs  of  defeS ;  courage  in  reproving,  and 
xnecknefs  in  bearing  reproof;  a  quick 
perception  of  what  is  finful,  with  a 
wiilingnefs  to  forgive  the  offender  ;  aftive 
virtue  ready  to  do  all,  and  paffive  vir- 
tue ready  to  bear  all. — We  mult  flretGh 
every  faculty  in  the  fervice  of  our  Lord, 

and 
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aqd  y*t  bring  every  thought  into  ob^r 
dience  to  Him:  while  we  aim  to  live 
in  the  exercife  of  every  Chriftian  grace* 
we  muft  account  burfelves  unprofit- 
able fervants :  we  muft  Jirfoe  for  the 
crown,  yet  receive  it  as  a  gift)  and  then 
lay  it  at  our  matter's  feet :  while  we  are 
bufily  trading  in  the  world  with  our 
Lord's  talents,  we  muft  "  commune  with 
"  our  heart,  and  be  ftill :"  while  we  drive 
to  praftice  the  pureft  difinteieftednefs,  we 
muft  be  contented  though  we  meet  with 
felfiflinefs  in  return ;  and  while  laying  out 
our  lives  for  the  good  of  mankind,  we  muft 
fubmit  to  reproach  without  murniuring^ 
and  to  ingratitude  without  refentment. 
And  to  render  us  equal  to  all  thefe  fer* 
vices,  Chriftianity  beftows  not  only  the 
precept,  but  the  power ;  (he  does  what  the 
great  poet  of  Ethics  lamented  that  Reafon 
could  not  do,  "  (he  lends  us  arms  as  well 
"  as  rules." 

For  here,  if  not  only  the  worldly  and 
the  timid,  but  the  humble  and  the  well- 
•    vol,  11.  x  difpofed 
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dtfpofed  (hould  demand  wfch  fin*  mt 
frembling,  «<  Who  is  fufietat  fer  their 
"things?"  Revelation  makes  kt  own 
reviving  anfoer,  «•  My  grace  is  fufficient 

*  for  thee." 

It  will  be  well  here  to  diftinguifb  that 
there  are  two  forts  of  Chriftiaa  profeffon, 
one  of  which  aflfed  to  fpeak  of  Ghrit 
mnky  as  if  it  were  a  mere  fyftem  of  doc* 
trines,  with  Kttte  reference  to  their  influx 
ence cm  life  and  manners;,  while  the  other 
confider  k  as  exhibiting  a  fcheme  of  ho- 
man  duties  independent  on  its  do&rinea. 
for  though  the  latter  fort  may  admk  the 
do&rines,  yet  they  contemplate  them  as  a 
feparate  and  difconne&ed  fet  of  opinions, 
rather  than  as  an  influential  principle  of 
aftion. — In  violation  of  that  beautiful 
harmony  which  fubfifts  in  every  part  of 
Scripture  between  practice  and  belief, 
the  religious  world  furnifhes  two  forts  of 
people,  who  feem  to  enlift  themfelves,  as 
if  in  oppofition,  under  the  banners  of 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  James,  as  if  thofe 

two 
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too  great  champions  of  the  ChrMHan  caufo 
bad  fought  for  two  matters.  Thofe  who 
afeft  refpeftivdy  to  be  the  difcfples  of 
each,  treat  faith  and  works  as  if  they 
were  oppofife  interefts,  inftead  of  in- 
feparabte  points.  Nay,  they  go  farther, 
and  fet  Saint  Paul  at  variance  with  him* 
feif. 

Now,  inftead  of  reafoning  on  the  point, 
let  us  refer  to  the  Apoftle  in  queftion,  who 
himfelf  definitively  fettles  the  difpute.  The 
Apoftolical  order  and  method  in  this  re* 
fpeft  deferve  notice  and  imitation $  for  k 
is  obfcrvable  that  the  earlier  parts  of  moil 
of  the  Epiftles  abound  in  the  dofirines  of 
Ghriftianity,  while  thofe  latter  chapters, 
which  wind  up  the  fubje&,  exhibit  all  the 
duties  which  grow  out  of  them,  as  the  na- 
tural and  necefiary  productions  of  fuch  a 
living  root.  But  this  alternate  mention  of 
dodrine  and  practice,  which  feemed  likely 
to  unite,  has  on  the  contrary  formed  a  fort 
of  line  of  feparation  between  thefe  two  or- 
ders of  believers,  and  introduced  a  broken 
x  2  and 
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and  mutilated  fyftem.  Thofe  who  would 
make  Chriftianity  confdl  of  doctrines  only, 
dwell,  (or  in  (lance,  on  the  firft  eleven  chap 
ters  of  the  Epiflle  to  the  Romans,  as  con^ 
taming  exclusively  the  fum  and  fubftance 
of  the  Gofpel*  While  the  mere  moralifts, 
who  wifh  to  ftrip  Chriftianity  of  her  lofty 
and  appropriate  attributes,  delight  to  dwell 
on  the  twelfth  chapter,  which  is  a  table  of 
duties,  as  exclufively  as  if  the  preceding 
chapters  made  no  part  of  the  facred  Canon. 
But  Paul  himfelf,  who  was  at  lead  as  found 
a  theologian  as  any  of  his  commentators, 
fettles  ith^ -ro^t^€*  anpth^r;3wr«iy»  by . makhig 
tfee  Avm$ of  the  tjWelfthfg^wo««^the  doo 
trinea  of  .the  antecedent  4hven%  juft  as  any 
other  xoofequence  gtows  out  of  its  caufe. 
And  as  if  hc.fufpeded  that  the  indivifible 
uirfon  between  .them  might  poflibly  be  over^ 
looked,,  he  lin&s  the  f  wo  difti&Q:  divifions  to- 
gether \>y  a  logical  "therefore,"  with  which 
the  twelfth  begins  :->-"  I,befeech  you  there* 
"  fore9'\(tbath9  as  the  effeft  of  all  I  have 
been  inculcating,)  "  that  you  prefent  your 

"  bodies 
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€€  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  acceptable  to 
"  God,"  &c.  and  then  goes  on  to  enforce 
on  them,  as  a  confequence  of  what  he  had 
been  preaching,  the  praftice  of  every  Chrif- 
tian  virtue.  This  combined  view  of  the 
fubjeft  feems,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  the 
only  means  of  preventing  the  fubftitution 
of  Pagan  morality  for  Chriftian  holinefs  j 
and,  on  the  other,  of  fecuring  the  leading 
doflrine  of  juflification  by  faith,  from  the 
dreadful  danger  of  Antinomian  licentiouf- 
nefs ;  every  human  obligation  being  thus 
grafted  on  the  living  ftock  of  a  divine 
principle. 


x3 


CHAP,    XX. 

On  the  duty  and  efficacy  of  prayer. 

It  is  not  propofed  to  enter  largely  on 
a  topic  which  has  been  exhausted  by 
die  ableft  pens.  But  as  a  work  of  this 
nature  feems  to  require  that  fo  important 
a  fubjeft  fhould  not  be  overlooked,  it 
is  intended  to  notice  in  a  flight  manner  a 
few  of  thofe  many  difficulties  and  popular 
objections  which  are  brought  forward 
againft  the  ufe  and  efficacy  of  prayer, 
even  by  thofe  who  would  be  unwilling 
to  be  fufpefted  of  impiety  and  unbelief, 

There  is  a  clafs  of  obje&ors  who 
ftrangely  profefs  to  withhold  homage  from 
the  Moft  High,  not  out  of  contempt, 
but  reverence.  They  affe£t  to  confider 
the  ufe  of  prayer  as  derogatory  to  the 
omnifcience  of  God,  aflerting  that  it  looks 
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as  if  we  thought  he  ftood  in  need  of  being 
informed  of  our  wants ;  and  as  derogatory 
to  his  goodnefc,  as  implying  that  he  needs 
to  be  put  in  mind  of  them* 

But  is  it  not  enough  for  fuch  poor 
frail  beings  as  we  are  to  know,  that  God 
himfelf  does  not  confider  prayer  as  de- 
rogatory either  to  his  wifdom  or  good* 
nefs?  And  (hall  we  ere&  ourfelves  into 
judges  of  what  is  confiftent  with  the  attri* 
butes  of  Him  before  whom  angels  fall  pro* 
ftrate  with  felf-abafement  ?  Will  he  thank  , 
fuch  defenders  of  his  attributes,  who,  while 
they  profefs  to  reverence,  fcruple  not  to 
difobey  him  ?  It  ought  rather  to  be  viewed 
as  a  great  encouragement  to  prayer,  that 
we  are  addrefling  a  Being,  who  knows  our 
wants  better  than  we  can  exprefs  them,  and 
whofe  preventing  goodnefs  is  always  ready 
to  relieve  them. 

It  is  objected  by  another  clafs,  and  on 

the  fpecious  ground  of  humility  too,  though 

we  do  not  always  find  the  objeftor  himfelf 

quite  as  humble  as  his  plea,  that  it  is  arror 

x  4  gant 
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sited  ^  that  paft,  prefent,  and  future,  arc 
difcerned  more  accurately  at  one  glance  of 
his  eye,  to  whom  a  thoufand  years  are  a* 
one  day,  than  a  fingle  moment  of  time  or 
a  Angle  point  of  fpace  can  be  by  ours. 

To  the  other  part  of  the  obje&ion, 
founded  on  the  fuppofed  interference  (that 
is,  irreconcilcablenefs)  of  one  man's  peti- 
tions with  tbofe  of  another,  this  anfwer 
fsems  to  fuggeft  itfelf :  firft,  that  we  muft 
take  care  that  when  we  alk,  we  do  not 
**  afkamifs;"  that,  for  inftance,  wtafk 
chiefly,  and  in  an  unqualified  manner, 
only  for  fpiritual  bleffings  tp  ourfelves  and 
others ;  and  in  doing  this  the  prayer  of 
one  man  cannot  interfere  with  that  of  an* 
other,  becaufe  no  proportion  of  fanftity  or 
virtue  implored  by  one  obftrufts  the  fame 
Attainments  in  another*  Next,  in  aflqrtg 
for  temporal  and  inferior  bleflings,  we 
muft  qualify  our  petition,  even  though  it 
ftould  extend  to  deliverance  from  the  fe- 
vered pains,  or  to  our  very  life  itfelf,  ac- 
cording to  that  example  of  our  Saviour: 

«  Father, 


WTY  AMD  IWCACY  0*  P&ATER*      315 

*«  Father,  ^  #/  bepojtt/e,  let  this  cup  paf$ 
*«  from  me.  Nevertbekff9iu>tmywill9b*t 
u  thine,  be  done."  By  thus  qualifying 
our  prayer,  we  exercife  ourfelves  in  an  aft 
of  refignation  to  God ;  we  pfrofefs  not  to 
wife  what  will  interfere  with  his  benevolent 
plan,  and  yet  we  may  hope  by  prayer  to 
fecure  the  blefling  fo  far  as  it  is  confident 
with  it.  Perhaps  the  reafon  why  this  ob- 
je£tion  to  prayer  is  fo  (Irongly  felt,  is  the 
too  great  difpofition  to  pray  for  merely  tem- 
poral and  worldly  bleffings,  and  to  defire 
them  in  the  moft  unqualified  manner,  not 
fubmitting  to  bewithout  them,  even  though 
the  granting  them"  fhould  be  inconfiftent 
with  the  general  plan  of  Providence. 

Another  clafs  continue  to  bring  for* 
ward,  as  pertinacioufly  as  if  it  had  never 
been  anfwered,  the  exhaufted  argument, 
that  (being  God  is  immutable,  no  petitions 
pf  ours  can  ever  change  Him :  that  events 
themfelves  being  fettled  in  a  fixed  and 
unalterable  courfe,  and  bound  in  a  fatal 
peceflity,  it  is  folly  to  think  that  we  can 

difturb 
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difturb  the  eftabliflied  laws  of  the  univerfe, 
or  interrupt  the  courfe  of  Providence  by 
our  prayers :  and  that  it  is  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  thefe  firm  decrees  can  be  reverfed  by 
any  requcIU'of  ours* 

Without  entering  into  the  wide  and 
tracklefs  field  of  fate  and  free  will,  from 
whkh  purfuk  1  am  kept  back  equally  by 
the  mod  profound  ignorance  and  the 
moft  invincible  diflike,  I  would  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  thefe  objections  apply  equally 
to  all  human  anions  as  well  as  to  prayer. 
It  may  therefore  with  the  fame  propriety 
fee  urged,  that  feeing  God  is  immutable 
and  his  decrees  unalterable,  therefore  Our 
aftiom  can  produce  no  change  in  Him 
or  in  our  own  ftate.  Weak  as  well  as 
impious  reafoning.  It  may  be  queftioned 
whether  even  the  modern  French  and  Ger- 
man philofophers  might  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  acknowledge  the  exiftence  of  God, 
if  they  might  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  his  attii. 
Jbutes.  The  truth  is,  and  it  is  a  truth  dif- 
.coverable  without  any  depth  of  learning, 

all 
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all  thefe. obje&ions  are  the  offspring  of 
pride.  Poor,  fhort-fighted  man  cannot 
reconcile  the  omnifcience  and  decrees* of 
God  with  the  efficacy  of  prayer ;  and 
becaufe  /<  cannot  reconcile  them,  he 
modeftly  concludes  they  are  irrcconcile- 
abk.  How  much  more  wifdom  as  well  at 
happinefs  refults  from  an  humble  Chriftian 
fpif  it !  Such  a  plain  pradical  text  as, 
"  Draw  near  unto  God,  and  he  will  draw 
"  near  unto  you,"  carries  more  confo- 
lauon,  more  true  knowledge  of  his. wants 
and  their  remedy  to  the  heart  of  a  penfr 
tent  firmer,  than  all  the  "  tomes  of  cafuiftry"' 
which  have  puzzled  the  world  ever  fincc 
the  queftion  was  firft  fet  afloat  by  its  ori* 
ginal  propounders. 

And  a$  the  plain  man  only  got  up 
and  walked,  to  prove  there  was  fuch  a 
thing  as  motion,  in  anfwer  to  the  phi- 
lofopher  who,  in  an  elaborate  theory,  de- 
nied it :  fo  the  plain  Chriftian,  when  he 
is  borfte  down  with  the  aflurance  that 
there  is  no  efficacy  in  prayer,  require! 

no 
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no  better  argument  to  repel  the  affer- 
ticn  than  the  good  he  finds  in  prayer  it* 

fclf. 

All  the  doubts  propofcd  to  him  tefped* 
big  God,  do  not  fb  much  affeft  him  as 
this  one  doubt  refpe£tmg  himfelf :  M  If  1 
"  regard  iniquity  hi  my  heart,  the  Lord 
44  will  not  hear  me-"  For  the  chief  doubt 
and  difficulty  of  a  real  Chriftian  confifts,  not 
fo  much  in  a  diftruft  of  God's  ability  and 
willingnefs  to  anfwer  the  prayer  of  the 
upright,  as  in  a  diftruft  of  his  own  up 
rightnefs,  as  in  a  doubt  whether  he  himfelf 
belongs  to  that  defcription  of  perfons  to 
whom  the  promifes  are  made,  and  of  the 
quality  of  the  prayer  which  he  offers  up. 

Let  the  fubje&s  of  a  dark  fate  maintain 
a  fullen,  or  the  (laves  of  a  blind  chance  a 
hopelefs  filence,  but  let  the  child  of  a 
companionate  Almighty  Father  fupplicat* 
his  mercies  with  an  humble  confidence, 
mfpired  by  the  afiurance,  that  "  the  very 
"  hairs  of  his  head  are  numbered."  Let 
him  take  comfort  in  that  individual  and 
4  minute 
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minute  attention,  without  which  not  a 
fparrow  falls  to  the  ground,  as  well  as  in 
that  heart-cheering  promife,  that,  as  Cc  the 
u  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the  righteous,*' 
£0  are  "  his  ears  open  to  their  prayers."* 
And  as  a  pious  Bfifhop  has  'obferved, 
c*  Our  Saviour  has  as  it  were  hedged  hr 
€€  and  inclofed  the  Lord's  prayer  with 
"  thefe  two  great  fences  of  our  faithy 
"  God's  willingnejs  and  his  power  to  help 
"  us  z"  the  preface  to  it  allures  us  of  the 
one,  which,  by  calling  God  by  the  tender 
name  of  "  Our  Father,"  intimates  his  rea« 
dinefs  to  help  his  children :  and  the  ani- 
mating conclufion,  "  Thine  is  the  power" 
refcues  us  from  every  unbelieving  doubt  of 
his  ability  to  help  us. 

A  Chriftian  knows,  becaufe  he  feels, 
that  prayer  is,  though  in  a  way  to  hint 
infcrutable,  the  medium  of  connedion 
between  God  and  his  rational  creatures; 
the  means  appointed  by  him  to  draw, 
down  his  bleffings  upon  us.  The  Chriftian 
knows  that  prayer  is  the  appointed  means 

of 
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of  uniting  two  ideas*  oncof  the'  hsgfaeft 
magnificence,  the  other  of  the  moft  pro- 
found lowlinefs,  within  the  compafs  of 
imagination ;:  namely,  that  it  is  the  link  of 
communication  between  "the  High  and. 
«*  Lofty  One  who  inhahiteth  eternity," 
and  that  heart  of  the  "  contrite  in  which 
U  he  delights  to  dwell."  He  knows  that 
this  inexplicable  union  between  Beings  fo 
unfpeakably,  fo  effentially  different,  can 
only  be  maintained  by  prayer ;  that  this  is 
the  ftrong  but  fecret  chain  which  unites 
rime  with  eternity,  earth  with  heaven,  man 
with  God. 

The  plain  Chriftian,  as  was  before  ob« 
ferved,  cannot  explain  why  it  is  fo ;  but 
while  he  feels  the  efficacy,  he  is  contented 
to  let  the  learned  define  it;  and  he  will 
no  more  poftpone  prayer  till  he  can 
produce  a  chain  of  reafoning  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  derives  benefit  from  it, 
than  he  will  poftpone  eating  till  he  can 
give  a  fcientific  le&ure  on  the  nature  of 
digeftion :  he  is  contented  with  knowing 

that 
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that  hi$  meat  has  nourifhed  hiw,  and  4&e 
leaves  to  the  philosopher ,  who  may  chppfe 
to  xiefer  his  meal  till  he  has  elaborated 
bis  treatife,  to  flarve  in  the  int$riqu  T&e 
Chriftian  feels  better  than  Jie  is  able  $o 
explain,  jthait  the  ftm&ioap-pf  his  fpirkual 
life  can  no  more  be  carried  on  without 
Jbabitual  prayer,  than  thofe  of  his  natural 
.life  without  freguent  t>od}ly  nourtfhment. 
He  fe^ls  renovation  &nd  ftrength  grow 
out  of  the  ufe.of  the  appointed  means,  as 
neceffarily  in  the  one  .Qafe  $s  .in  .the  Qtbfp;. 
,He  feds  that  the  health  of  his  IquJ  can  ap 
^jnore  be  fuffoined,  and  its  powers  kppt  Jp. 
continued  vigour  by  the  frwyen  (Of  f  ex- 
tant day,  than  his  body  by  th$  aliment. $$ 
,diftant  day. 

But  tfiere  is  pae  motive  to  .the  duty  i(t 
-queftion,  far  more  conftraiping  to  ;tljp 
<true  believer  lhan  all  others  that  can  lie 
named ;  more  iimperious  than  ;any  argu- 
ment on  its  utility,  than  any  convi&idns 
of  its  efficacy,  even  than  any  experience 
pf  its  confoUUons.    Pray§r  js  -jfe  Spffi- 

vojl.  ix.  y  raand 
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mand  of  God ;  theplafa,*pofitite,  repeated 
injunftion  bf  the  Moft  High*  who  dedatti, 
«  He  will  be  inquired  of."  This  k 
enough  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  die 
Chriftian,  even  though  a  promife  wert 
Hot,  as  it  always  is,  attached  to  the  com* 
mand.  But  in  this  cafe,  to  our  unfpeak- 
ab!e  comfort,  the  promife  is  as  deaf  as  tte 
precept;  u  Afi9  and  ye  fliall  receive;*9 — 
«  Seek,  and  ye  (hall/*/.— Knock,  and  fc 
u  Ihall  be  opened  unto  you/'  This  h 
encouragement  enough  for  the  plain  Chris- 
tian. As  to  the  manner  in  which  prayer  is 
made  to  coincide  with  the  general  fcheme 
of  God's  plan  in  the  government  df 
iiumart  affairs ;  how  God  has  left  hirnfeff 
at  liberty  to  reconcile  our  prayer  with 
Ids  own  predetermined  will,  the  Chriftian 
does  not  very  critically  examine,  his  pre- 
cife  and  immediate  duty  being  to  pray, 
and  not  to  examine ;  and  ^probably  this 
.being  among  the  c*  fecret  things  which 
M  belong  to  God/'  and  not  to  us,  it  will 
lie  hidden  among  thofe  numberlefs  myf- 

teries 
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teries  -which  we  fhall  not  folly  underftand 
till  faith  is  loft  in  light. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  enough  for  the 
humble  believer  to  be  aflured,  that  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  is  doing  right :  it 
is  enough  for  him  to  be  aflured  in  that 
word  of  God  "  which  cannot  lie,"  of 
numberlefs  a&ual  inftances  of  the  efficacy 
of  prayer  in  obtaining  bleffings  and  avert- 
ing calamities,  both  national  and  indi- 
vidual :  it  is  enough  for  him  to  be  con* 
vinced  experimentally,  by  that  internal 
evidence  which  is  perhaps  paramount  to 
all  other  evidence,  the  comfort  he  himfelf 
has  received  from  prayer  when  all  other 
comforts  have  failed : — and  above  all,  to 
end  with  the  fame  motive  with  which  we 
began,  the  only  motive  indeed  which  be 
requires  for  the  performance  of  any  duty, 
•—it  is  motive  enough  for  him, — that  thtis 
faith  the  Lord.  For  when  a  ferious  Chrif- 
tian  has  once  '  got  a  plain  unequivocal 
command  from  his  Maker  on  any  point, 
he  never  fufpends  his  obedience  while 
y  2  he 
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mand  of  God ;  the  plain,  pofitive,  repeated 
injunction  of  the  Moft,  High,  who  declare*, 
«  He  will  be  inquired  of."  This  it 
enough  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  the 
Chriftian,  even  though  a  promife  were 
not,  as  it  always  is,  attached  to  the  com- 
mand. But  in  this  cafe,  to  our  unTpeak- 
ab!e  comfort,  the  promife  is  as  deaf  as  this 
precept ;  "  Aft,  and  ye  fliall  receive;99 — 
"  Seek,  and  ye  (hall/*/:— Knock,  and  it 
u  Ihall  be  opened  unto  you."  This  h 
encouragement  enough  for  the  plain  Chrif- 
tian. As  to  the  manner  in  which  prayer  is 
made  to  coincide  with  the  general  fcheme 
of  God's  plan  in  the  government  of 
-human  aflairs ;  how  God  has  left  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  reconcile  our  prayer  with 
his  own  predetermined  will,  the  Chriftian 
does  not  very  critically  examine,  his  pre- 
cife  and  immediate  duty  being  to  pray, 
and  not  to  examine ;  and  "probably  this 
.being  among  the  c*  fecret  things  which 
••  belong  to  God/'  and  not  to  us,  it  will 
lie  hidden  among  thofe  numberlefs  myf- 

teries 
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teries  which  we  fhall  not  fully  underftand 
till  faith  is  loft  in  fight. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  enough  for  the 
humble  believer  to  be  aflured,  that  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  is  doing  right :  it 
is  enough  for  him  to  be  aflured  in  that 
word  of  God  "  which  cannot  lie,"  of 
numberlefs  adual  inftances  of  the  efficacy 
of  prayer  in  obtaining  bleffings  and  avert* 
ing  calamities,  both  national  and  indi- 
vidual: it  is  enough  for  him  to  be  con* 
vinced  experimentally,  by  that  internal 
evidence  which  is  perhaps  paramount  to 
all  other  evidence,  the  comfort  he  himfelf 
has  received  from  prayer  when  all  other 
comforts  have  failed  : — and  above  all,  to 
end  with  the  fame  motive  with  which  we 
began,  the  only  motive  indeed  which  be 
requires  for  the  performance  of  any  duty, 
—it  is  motive  enough  fot  him, — that  tbtis 
faith  the  Lord.  ■  For  when  a  ferious  Chrif- 
tian  has  once  -  got  a  plain  unequivocal 
command  from  his  Maker  on  any  point, 
he  never  fufpends  his  obedience  while 
y  2  he 


3H  aofr  mi*  imcae*  or ' 

he  ik  atafing  «mfatf  Wfc  kdkfaig  thbot 
for  fubordinate  mdtfrte tofikftite-  ftlttl 
of  eoKdufly  analyfinyifce  nature  of  T*be 
thityv  lie  donfiitcrs  how  he  AttU  belt  nlfll 
ft:  for  on  thefe  pofetta  at  iMft  ft  may  bfe 
Aid  without  centroverfy*  jbat  u  theign* 
"  rant  '(and  here  whQ  «  firf  ignorant!} 
?  A»f  f&bing  t*  ikwXtb  tbi  1**  h*  to 

•  ':  Qtkm  therein*  nfco>  perhaps  ftot  coa- 
-ttroverting  any  of  *  tbbfe  prcmifea,  .ytet  foie> 
Jgleft  to  btild  f>ra£ttcaL  cofafequenfco  xm 
ihe  admiffion  of  thera  %  *h6  Wekher  ctehy- 
fcifc.  the  4uty  aor  the  efficacy  of  ffrayfcr* 
yet  go  on  t6  lire  either  in  the  irregulat 
tibfervance  or  the  total  negleft  of  it,  at 
appetite,  of  pleafure,  or  bufincfc,  or  hu- 
ifaour,  may  happen  to  predominate ;  and 
who,  by  living  almoft  without  prayer,  may 
be  faid  "  to  live  almoft  without  God  in 
"  the  world*"  To  fuch  we  can  only  lay, 
that  they  little  know  what  they  lofe. 
The  time  is  haftening  on  when  they  will 
look  upon  thofe  bleflings  as  invaluable, 
2  which 
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which  now  they  think  not  worth  afkiog 
for ;  when  they  will  bitterly  regret  the  ab- 
fence  of  thofe  means  and  opportunities 
which  now  they  .either.  neglefi;  or  defpife. 
**  O  that  they  were  wife !  th^t  they  ua* 
"  derftood  this !  that  they  would  epn* 
'♦  fider  their  latter  enjd !" 

There  are  again  others,  who  it  k  to  be 
feared,  having  once  lived  in  the  habit 
of  prayer,  yet  not  having  been  well- 
grounded  in  thofe  principles  of  faith  and 
repentance  on  which  genuine  prayer  is 
built,  have  by  Agrees  totally  difcontinued 
it.  "  They  do  not  find,"  fey  they, 
"  that  their  affairs  profper  the  better  or 
u  the  worfe^  or  perhaps  they  were  un- 
•*  fuccefsful  in  their  affairs  even  before 
u  they  dropt  the  pra&ice,  and  fo  had  no 
€<  encouragement  to  go  on."  They  do 
not  know  that  they  had  no  encourage- 
ment ;  they  do  not  know  how  much  worfe 
their  affairs  might  have  gone  on,  had  they 
difcontinued  it  fooner,  or  how  their  prayers  ■ 
helped  to  retard  their  ruin.  Or  they  do 
v  3  .        not 
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not  know  that  perhaps  *c  they  afked 
"  amife,"  or  that,  if  they  had  obtained 
what  they  afked,  they  might  have  been 
far  more  unhappy.  For  a  true  believer 
never  <c  restrains  prayer,"  .  becaufe  he 
is  not  certain  he  obtains  every  individual 
requeft;  for  he  is  perfuaded  that  God, 
in  companion  to  our  ignorance,  fometimes 
in  great  mercy  withholds  what  we  defire, 
and  often  difappoints  his  molt  favoured 
children  by  giving  them,  not  what  they 
afk,  but  what  he  knows  is  really  good 
for  them.  The  froward  child,  as  a  pious 
prelate #  obferves,  cries  for  the  fhining 
blade,  which  the  tender  parent  withholds, 
knowing  it  would  cut  his  fingers. 

Thus  to  perfevere  when  we  have  not 
the  encouragement  of  vifible  fuccefs,  is  an 
evidence  of  tried  faith,  Of  this  holy  per- 
feverance  Job  was  a  noble  inftance. 
Defeat  and  difiippointment  rather  fthnu- 
lated  than  flopped  his  prayers.      Though 

♦  BifhopHall. 

in 
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in  a  vehement  drain  of  paffionate  eloquence 
he  exclaims,  "  I  cry  out  of  wrong,  but  I 
"  am  not  heard :  I  cry  aloud,  but  there  is 
"  lib  judgment :"  yet  fo  perfuaded  was  he 
notwithftanding  of  the  duty  of  continuing 
this  holy  importunity,  that  he  perfifted 
againft  all  human  hope,  till  he  attained  to 
that  exalted  pitch  of  unfhaken  faith,  by 
which  he  was  enabled  to  break  out  into  that 
fublime  apoftrophe,  "  Though  he  flay  me, 
"  Iwilltrudinhim!" 

But  may  we  not  fay  that  there  is  a  con- 
fiderable  clafs,  who  not  only  bring  none  of 
the  objections  which  we  have  dated  againfir 
the  ufe  of  prayer ;  who  are  fo  far  from  re- 
jecting, that  they  are  exaft  and  regular  in 
the  performance  of  it  $  who  yet  take  it  up 
on  as  low  ground  as  is  confident  with  theit 
ideas  of  their  own  fafety ;  who,  while  they 
confider  prayer  as  an  indifpenfable  form, 
believe  nothing  of  that  change  of  heart  and 
of  thofe  holy  tempers  which  it  is  intended 
to  produce  ?  Many  who  yet  adhere  fcrupuK 
oufly  to  the  letter,  are  fo  far  from  entering 
y  4  into 


into  the  fpltft  of  (his  dW?$  tftftt  they  ait 
ftfongly  inclined  to  fufp*A  thofe  of  hyp** 
& ify  who  addpt  the  ttu*  (eriptural  view*  of 
piiyer*     Nay,  as  even  the  Bible  may  Bfc  fo 
wrtfted  as  to  be  niade  to  fpeak  almoft  any 
language  in  fupport  of  almoft  any  opihion, 
thefe  perfons  lay  hold  ofa  Scriptufre  itfelf  to 
bear  them  out  in  their  own  flight  views  of 
this  duty  ;  and  they  profefs  to  borrow  from 
thence  the  ground  of  that  cenfure  which 
they  caft  on  the  more  ferious  Christians* 
Among   the   many  paffages   which   have 
been  made  to  convey  a  meaning  foreign  to 
its  original  defign*   none  has  been  feized 
upon  with  more  avidity  by  fuch  perfons 
than  the  pointed  cenfures  of  out  Saviour 
on  thofe  "  who  for  a  pretence  make  long 
ic  prayets ;"  as  well  as  bn  thofe  "  who 
"  ufe   vain   rfepetitions,   and   think  they 
fC  fhall  be  heard  for  much  fpeaking."  Now 
the  things  here  intended  to  be  reproved, 
were  the  hypocrify  of  the  Pharifees  and 
the  ignorance   of  the   heathen,    together 
with  the  error  of  ail  thofe  who  depended 

on 
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on  the  fuccefs  of  their  prayers,  while  they 
imitated  the  deceit  of  the  one  or  the  folly 
of  the  other.  But  our  Saviour  never  meant 
thofe  fevere  reprehenfions  fhould  cool  or 
abridge  the  devotion  of  pious  Chriftians,  to 
which  they  do  not  at  all  apply. 

More  or  fewer  words,  however,  fo  little 
conftitute  the  truevalue  of  prayer,that  there 
is  no  doubt  but  one  of  the  moft  affe&ing 
fpecimens  on  record  is  the  fhort  petition  of 
the  Publican  ;  full  fraught  as  it  is  with  that 
fpirit  of  contrition  and  felf-abafement  which 
is  the  very  principle  and  foul  of  prayer. 
And  this  fpecimen  perhaps  is  the  bed  model 
for  that  fudden  lifting  up  of  the  heart  which 
we  call  ejaculation.  But  I  doubt,  in  ge- 
neral, whether  thefe  few  hafty  words  td 
which  thefe  frugal  petitioners  would  flint 
the  fcanty  devotions  of  others  and  them- 
felves,  will  be  always  found  ample  enough 
to  fatisfy  the  humble  penitent,  who,  being 
a  finner,  has  much  to  confefs;  who,  hoping 
he  is  a  pardoned  finner,  !has  much  to  ac* 
knowledge.     Such  an  one  perhaps  cannot 

always 
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always  pour  out  the  fullnefs  of  his  foul 
within  the  prefcribed  abridgments.  Even 
the  fincerefl  Chriftian,  when  he  wifhes  to 
find  his  heart  warm,  has  often  to  lament 
its  coldncfs.  Though  he  feel  that  he  has 
received  much,  and  has  therefore  much  to 
be  thankful  for,  yet  he  is  not  able  at  once 
to  bring  his  wayward  fpirit  into  fuch  a  pof- 
ture  as  (hall  fit  it  for  the  folemn  bufinefs ; 
for  fuch  an  one  has  not  merely  his  form  to 
repeat,  but  he  has  his  tempers  to  reduce  to 
prder,  his  affections  to  excite,  and  his  peace 
to  make.  His  thoughts  may  be  realizing 
the  farcafm  of  the  Prophet  or  the  Idol  Baal, 
**  they  may  be  gone  a  journey ,"  and  muft 
be  recalled  ;  his  heart  perhaps  >6  fleepeth, 
"  and  muft  be  awaked."  A  devout  fup- 
plicant  too  will  labour  to  affect  and  warm 
his  mind  with  a  fenfe  of  the  great  and  gra- 
cious attributes  of  God,  in  imitation  of  the 
holy  men  of  old.  Like  Jehofophat,  he 
will  fometimes  enumerate  "  the  power,  and 
"  the  might,  and  the  mercies  of  the  Moft 
tl  High,"  in  order  to  ftir  up  the  fentiments 

of 
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of  awe,  and  gratitude,  and  love,  and  humi* 
lity  in  his  own  foul #.  He  has  the  example 
of  his  Saviour,  whofe  heart  dilated  with 
the  expreflion  of  the  fame  holy  affe&ions* 
«  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heavea 
"  and  earth."  A  heart  thus  animated, 
thus  inflamed  with  divine  love,  cannot 
always  fcrupuloufly  limit  itfelf  to  the  mere 
buftnefs  of  prayer,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak.  It 
cannot  content  itfelf  with  merely  fpreading 
out  its  own  neceflities,  but  expands  in  con- 
templating the  perfedlions  of  Him  to  whofti 
he  is  addrefling  them.  The  humble  fup- 
plicant,  though  he  be  no  longer  governed 
by  a  love  of  the  world,  yet  grieves  to  find 
that  he  cannot  totally  exclude  it  from  his 
thoughts.  Though  he  has  on  the  whole 
a  deep  fenfe.  of  his  own  wants,  and  of 
God's  abundant  fullnefs  to  fupply  them, 
yet  when  he  mod  wifhes  to  be  rejoicing 
in  thofe  ftrong  motives  for  love  and  gra- 
titude, alas  !  even  then  he  has  to  mourn 

#  z  Chron.  xx.  5,  6. 

his 
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bis  worldlinefs,  his  infenfibility,  his  dead* 
nefs.  He  has  to  deplore  the  Uuleneb  and 
vanity  of  the  obje&s  which  ire  even  then 
drawing  away  his  heart  from  his  Redeemer. 
The  bed  Chriftian  is  but  too  liable,  during 
the  temptations  of  the  day,  to  be  enfnared 
by  "  the  luft  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of 
"  life,"  and  is  not  always  brought  with* 
out  effort  to  reflett  that  he  is  but  duft 
and  afhes.  Bow  can  even  good  perfons, 
who  are  juft  come  perhaps  from  liftening 
to  the  flattery  of  their  fellow,  worms,  ac- 
knowledge before  God,  without  any  pre^ 
paration  of  the  heart,  that  they  are  mife- 
rable  fmners  ?  They  require  a  little  time* 
to  imprefs  on  their  own  fouls  the  truth  of 
that  folemn  confeflion  of  fin  they  are 
making  to  Him,  without  which  brevity  and 
not  length  might  conftitute  hypocrify. 
Even  the  fincerely  pious  have  in  prayer 
grievous  wanderings  to  lament,  from  which 
others  miftakingly  fuppofe  the  ..advanced 
Chriftian  to  be  exempt.  Su<^|  wanderings 
that,  as  an  old  divine  has  obferved,  it  would 

ex- 
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exceedingly  humble  a  good  man,  could  he, 
after  he  had  prayed,  be  made  to  fee  his 
prayers  written  down,  with  exa&  interline- 
ations of  all  the  vain  and  impertinent 
thoughts  which  had  thruft  themfelves  m 
amongft  them.  So  that  fuch  an  one  will 
indeed,  from  a  fetife  of  thefe  diftra&ions, 
feel  deep  occasion  with  the  prophet  to  aflc 
forgivenefs  for  "  the  iniquity  of  his  bdfy 
"  things :"  and  would  find  caufe  enough 
for  humiliation  every  nighty  had  he  to 
lament  the  fins  of  his  prayers  only. 

We  know  that  fuch  a  brief  petition  as, 
"  Lord  help  my  unbelief,"  if  the  fuppli- 
cant  be  in  fo  happy  a  frame,  and  the  prayer 
be  darted  with  fuch  ftrong  faith  that  his 
very  foul  mounts  with  the  petition,  may 
fuffice  to  draw  down  a  blefiing  which  may 
be  withheld  from  the  more  prolix  peti- 
tioner :  yet,  if  by  prayer  we  do  not 
me$|  a  mere  form  of  words,  whether  they 
T>e  long  or  (hort ;  if  the  true  definition  of 
prayer  be,  that  it  is  the  deftre  of  the  heart; 

if 
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if  it  be  that  fecret  communion  between 
God  and  the  foul  which  is  the  very  breath 
and  being  of  religion  ;  then  is  the  Scrip- 
ture fo  far  from  fuggefting  that  fliort 
xneafure  of  which  it  is  accufed,  that  it 
exprefsly  fays,  "  Pray  without  ceafing :" 
— cc  Pray  evermore  :"  —  "I  will  that 
**  men  pray  everywhere  :" — <f  Continue 
*  inftant  in  prayer." 

If  fuch  "  repetitions"  as  thefe  obje&ors 
reprobate,  (lir  up  defires  as  yet  un- 
awakened,  or  protratt  affe&ions  already 
.excited,  for  "  vain  repetitions"  are  fuch 
as  awaken  or  exprefs  no  new  defire,  and 
ferve  no  religious  purpofe,  then  are  "  re- 
cc  petitions"  not  to  be  condemned.  And 
if  it  be  true  that  our  Saviour  gave  the 
Warning  againfl  cc  long  prayers"  in  the 
feiife  thefe  objectors  allege  ;  if  he  gave  the 
caution  againfl  vain  repetitions  in  the  fenfe 
thefe  believe  ;  then  he  broke  his  own  rule 
in  both  inftancf  s :  for  once  we  are  told 
44  he  continued  a!!  ;^^ri,/  in  prayer  to  God." 
i  And 
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And  again,  in  a  mod  awful  crifis  of  his 
life,  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  "  He  prayed  the 
"  third  time,  ufing  the  fame  words  *." 

But  as  it  is  the  effeft  of  prayer  to  expand 
the  affeftions  as  well  as  Xofanflify  them, 
the  benevolent  Chriftian  is  not  fatisfied  to  . 
commend  himfelf  alone  to  the  divine 
favour.  The  heart  which  is  full  of  the 
love  of  God,  will  overflow  with  love  to  its 
neighbour.  All  that  are  near  to  himfelf 
he  wiflies  to  bring  near  to  God.  -He  will 
bring  the  whole  human  race  as  objefts  of 
the  divine  compaffion,  but  efpecially  tfte 
faithful  followers  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Reli- 
gion makes  a  man  fo  liberal  of  foul,  that 
he  cannot  endure  to  reftrift  any  thing, 
much  lefs  divine  mercies,  to  himfelf:  he 
therefore  fpiritualizes  the  focial  affeftions, 
by  adding  interceflbry  to  perfonal  prayer  : 
for  he  knows,  that  petitioning  for  others 
is  one  of  the  belt  methods  of  exercifing  and 
enlarging  our  own  love  and  charity,  even 


*  Matt.  xxvi.  44. 

if 
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if  it  were  not  to  draw  down  thofe  bleffings 
which  are  promifed  to  tbenu     It  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  produce  apy  of  the  aumberlefs 
inftances  with  which  Scripture  abounds,  on 
the  efficacy  of  interceffion :  I  fhall  confine 
inyfelf  to  a  few  obfervations  on  the  benefits 
it  brings  to  him  who  offers  it.— When  we 
pray  for  the  obje&s  of  our  deareft  regard, 
it  purifies  paffion,  and  exalts  love  into  reli- 
gion :  when  we  pray  for  thofe  with  whom 
•we  have  worldly  intercourfe,  it  fraooths 
down  the  fwellings  of  envy,  and  bids  the 
.tumults  of  anger  and  ambition  fubfide  : 
when  we  pray  for  our  country,  it  fanc- 
iifies  patriotifm :  when  we  pray  for  thofe 
in  authority,  it  adds  a  divine  motive  to 
human  obedience  :    when  we  pray   for 
our  enemies,  it  foftens  the  favagenefs  of 
war,  and  mollifies  hatred  into  tendernefs 
and  forrow.     And  we  can  bed  learn,  nay, 
we  can  only  learn,  the  difficult  duty  of 
forgiving   thofe   who    have   offended  .us, 
when  we  bring  ourfelvcs  to  pray  for  them 
to  Him  whom  we  ourfelvcs  daily  offend. 

When 
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When  thofe  who  are  the  faithful  followers 
of  the  fame  Divine  Matter  pray  for  each 
other,  the  reciprocal  interceffion  bed  real- 
izes that  beautiful  idea  of  "  the  Commu- 
"  nion  of  Saints." 

Some  are  for  confining  their  interceffiong 
only  to  the  good,  as  if  none  but  perfons 
of  merit  were  entitled  to  our  prayers. 
Merit !  who  has  it  ?  Defert !  who  can 
plead  it  ?  in  the  fight  of  God,  I  mean* 
Who  fliall  bring  his  own  piety,  or  the 
piety  of  others,  in  the  way  of  claim,  before 
a  Being  of  fuch  tranfcendent  holinefs, 
that  "  the  heavens  are  not  clean  in  his 
"  fight  ?"  And  if  we  wait  for  perfeS 
holinefs  as  a  preliminary  to  prayer,  when 
fhall  fuch  erring  creatures  pray  at  all  to 
Him  "  who  chargeth  the  Angels  with 
"  folly  !" 

In  clofmg  this  little  work  with  the  fub* 
je£t  of  interceflbry  prayer,  may  the  Author 
be  allowed  to  avail  herfelf  of  the  feeling 
it  fuggefts  to  her  own  heart  ?  And  while 
(he  earneftly  implores   that   Being,  who 

vol.  ii.  z  can 
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can  make  the  meaneft  of  his  creatures 
inftrumental  to  his  glory,  to  blefs  this 
Jhumble  attempt  to  thofe  for  whom  it  was 
written,  may  fhe,  without  prefumption, 
entreat  that  this  work  of  Chriftian  Charity 
may  be  reciprocal,  and  that  thofe  who 
perufe  thefe  pages,  may  put  up  a  petition 
for  her,  that  in  the  great  day  to  which  we 
are  all  haftening,  fhe  may  not  be  found  to 
have  fuggefted  to  others  what  fhe  herfelf 
did  not  believe,  or  to  have  recommended 
what  (he  did  not  defire  to  pra&ife  ?  In 
that  awful  day  of  everlafting  decifion, 
may  both  the  reader  and  the  writer  be 
pardoned  and  accepted,  "  not  for  any 
€<  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  they  have 
"  done,"  but  through  the  merits  of  the 
Great  Intercessor. 


THE    END. 
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